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Indian land port strike

Cattle, essentials
prices soar

STAR REPORT

The prices of some imported
essential commodities have spi-
ralled after suspension of activities
at the three land ports in the north-
west since January 13 due to a
strike called by the West Bengal
Exporters Co-ordination
Committee (WBECC).

The cattle prices have already
hiked a great deal due to the strike
with barely a week to the Eid-ul-
Azha, our Rajshahi and Satkhira
correspondents quoted the local
cattle traders as saying.

The government is losing about
Tk 1 crore in revenues every day for
the last 13 days due to the strike at
Sona Mosque, Hili and Burimari
ports, said a top customs official.

"Cows are being sold between
Tk 7,500 and Tk 50, 000 compared
to their previous prices ranging
between Tk 5,000 and Tk 35,000
two weeks ago," said Abdus
Shukur, president of Sultanganj
Cattle Traders Association.

The rice prices soared by Tk 1 a
kg while sugar prices went up by Tk
3, flour by Tk 2, onion by Tk 5, chilli
by Tk 3, oil by Tk 2, market sources

said.

"The government suffered aloss
of Tk 7 crore at Sona Mosque Land
Port in 15 days since January 11
when the traders initially sus-
pended works," the custom official
said. He added the government
had been counting an average daily
loss of Tk 30 lakh at Hili and Tk 20
lakh at Burimari ports.

"The WBECC called the strike
protesting an order of Indian
customs which said all loaded
trucks of any consignment must
come to the port simultaneously
and after reaching the ports the
customs officials would give them
clearance to enter the Bangladesh
from January 23," said
Ashrafuzzaman Ashu, president of
Bhomra Port Users Association
(BPUA) quoting the WBECC lead-
ers.

"About 150 consignments are
waiting in the Indian territory
opposite to Bhomra Port and some
goods are going to rot in the trucks
stuck up on the other side of the
border (India)," headded.

A customs official said long
queues of trucks were also there
inside the Bangladesh territory.

B Chy to float
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Kagoj, for the online question-
answer session that lasted more
thananhour.

Expatriate journalist Aman-ud-
Dollaﬁ from New York anchored the
talk-show programme on the infor-
mation superhighway, joined by
teachers, students and professionals
stayingin America, Canada, Sweden,
NewZealand and Australia.

OnAwami League's ultimatum to
zgiovernment for realising its 15-point

emand and its series of agitation
from February 12, Chowdhury said
he would observe what the opposi-
tion was 'actually’ going to do and
take political steps accordingly.

Identifying terrorism and corrup-
tion as crucial problems, he said two
main parties --Awami League and
BNP -- were in power but could not
successfully deal with these prob-
lems despite their pre-election
commitments.

"We feel that the present trend of
politics needs to be changed for the
better... And we want to do that with
valued suggestions from strong and
efficient civil society and with the
supportofthe commoners," hesaid.

Asked how he would eliminate
corruption and terrorism so wide-
spread in the country, Chowdhury
said these two vices are present
everywhere, even in developed
nations, butin civilised countries the
corrupt and terrorists are nabbed
and punished, which is "completely
absent" here.

"What I would do is curb and
control this unabated terrorism and
corruption; I would never harbour
them, I would bring the corrupt and
terrorists to justice," he said. " We
would be different from others--
whatwe would say, wewould do."

Corruption could be controlled if
a provision could be introduced for
submitting annual statement of
assets and bank accounts of prime
minister, ministers and MPs before
and after their election, he went on
saying. The same reckoning could
also apply to top bureaucrats, politi-
cal partyleaders and professionals.

On curbing terrorism, he said
salary of police and bureaucrats
should be increased to encourage
them to be honest, efficient and
strong against terrorists and the
corrupt.

He also said the present parlia-
ment must be made functional.
Move to increase parliamentary
seats would not serve the purpose.
Rather, it would increase election
expenditure and encourage corrup-
tion.

To bring a qualitative change in
politics, Chowdhury envisages
regular consultation with members
of the civil society on various
national issues, showing respect to
great political leaders -- dead or alive
--say, for 'Bangabandhu' and Ziaur
Rahman, and nurturing a clean
political culture.

On political 'dynasty' in
Bangladesh, he said the culture is not
uncommon in this region and
beyond.

"In a great family there may be
some farsighted, competent person-

alities who are acceptable to people
for leading the nation. I've no reser-
vation about that," he said, "but
without any quality or merit how
could one take up leadership by dint
ofonlyone's family background?"

Chowdhury was asked if he had
failed to uphold his 'principle' as well
as the constitution by quitting the
office of president after a resolution
of the BNP parliamentary party in
June 2002.

He said he had to leave the presi-
dency following disagreement with
the government on the question of
‘principle’. Since he had resigned

om the BNP and was elected presi-
dent by MPs, he said he wanted to
remain 'meutral' which the ruling
party perhapsdid notlike.

"I did not compromise my princi-
ple nor violated the constitution by
responding to the decision of major-
ity MPs who withdrew support from
me... Thouagl? Ibelieve they commit-
ted a mistake and were victims of
conspiracy, I resigned for my sensi-
tivedemocraticmind."

Govt eyes

FROM PAGE 1
totalling $1.6 billion -- $0.5 billion
from the private sector, $0.7 billion
from development partners and $0.4
billion from the government.

During this period, about 2000-
km transmission line has to be
installed ata costof$0.8 billion.

The mid-term (up to 2012) devel-
opment plan needs $4.5 billion
worth of investments to meet a
projected demand of 7,900 MW
during that period. This would
require an installed capacity of about
9,850 MW.

By the year 2020, the distribution
line would have to be increased to
5.19 lakh km from the existing 2.09
km with the number of potential
consumersreaching24.30million up
from the existing 7.1 million. The
number of villages to be brought
under electrification would be
84,000 from the existing41,814.

During the presentation, the state
minister said the power sector is now
fully open to private sector invest-
ment.

Hesaid the governmenthas given
top priority for development of the
sector considering its importance in
the country's overall development.

The minister said participation of
the private sector and enhanced
support from development partners
are essential toachieve thegoalin the
foreseeable future, adding that the
government has taken a number of
reformmeasuresto thateffect.

The Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB) would
be converted into a holding com-
pany under the Companies Act 1994,
the minister said while describing
the government's reform
programmes.

PDB's all existing generatin
stations will be corporatised an
operated under the BPDB holding
company. New power plants will be
set up under joint venture, through
bank loans, self—ﬁnancing, funds
from the capital market and foreign
directinvestment.

Hectic lobbying
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Road and Park Road. The houses of
the ministers are littered with
resumes, paper clippings and photo-
graphs of their political career and
briefs on how they were 'repressed’
during the previous Awami League
regime.

The women leaders apart, a large
number of male BNP leaders from
across the country are now also in
Dhaka to keep tabs on the develop-
ments and thoughts of the party
bigwigs on fresh demarcation of
constituencies once enhancement
of 100 more seats for direct election
intheJatiya Sangsad gets thenod.

They said leaders of the
Jatiyatabadi Mohila Dal, former
female student leaders of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, wife,
daughters, sisters and close relatives
of sittingand former ministers as well
as local and central leaders have
started streamingin the capital.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
broached the plan to enhance parlia-

mentseats from 300 to 450, including
50 reserve seats for women, at a
meeting of top ruling four-party
allianceleadersonJanuary 14.

BNP sources said both central
and city committees of Mohila Dal
are also pursuing party policy-
makers to leave the job of selecting
women MPs to Mohila Dal, arguing
that they are the ones who know
which women leaders are fit for
membership of parliament.

Some ministers and leaders
suggest the women leaders that they
meet the two political secretaries to
the prime minister and be in touch
with Hawa Bhaban, BNP's alterna-
tive power centre, to confirm their
nomination for the JSmembership.

BNP sources said most BNP
leaders tend to divert the rush either
to the political secretaries or the
HawaBhaban.

As a result, both the political
secretaries and Hawa Bhaban have
been subjected to a lot of specula-
tions, thesourcesalleged.

2 killed in
city road
mishaps

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two women were killed in different
road accidents at Airport and
Kafrul areas in the capital yester-
day.

Ranu, 40, employee of Macys
Limited, a garment factouﬁ/, wasrun
over by a private car at Kawla bus
stand ‘in Airport when she was
returning home at around 8:30am
after night duty.

Police seized the car and
arrested its driver Dulu. A case was
filed with Airport Police Station.

In the other incident, housewife
Puspa Costa, aged around 38, was
killed as a bus of Bikalpa Auto
Service rammed her on Rokeya
Swarani in Agargaon at around

:30am.

Police arrested driver Salam and

seized the bus.

Both the bodies were sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
forautopsy.

JAYANTI MURDER
Courtrejects
Azam's bail
petition

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday rejected
the bail petition of Azam Reza
arrested on charﬁe of killing his
wifeJayanti Munshi.

After hearing both sides, Chief
Metropolitan Ma%istrate (CMM)
Mohammad Ayub rejected the
petition.

The court also directed the
investigation officer of the case to
submit a report on Reza's involve-
mentin thekilling.

Azam was arrested on January
10 and taken on remand for seven
daysin three phases. Hewas sent to
the Dhaka CentralJail Friday.

Gulshan police handed over the
case docket and other documents
regarding the death of Jayanti to
Detective Branch (DB) of police on
January17.

Jayanti, a teacher of Australian
International School, was found
dead at her Banani house on
January 9. An unnatural death case
was filed with Gulshan Police
Station the same day and a murder
case was filed after autopsy report
confirmed she waskilled.

1 killed
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group in presence of police, locals
and sources said.

Moulana Mohammad Ali,
another resident of the area, said
ansars opened fire during the clash
when some thirty rounds of gun-
shotswere heard.

Ansars have formed a three-
member committee led by Circle
Adjutant Mokhlesur Rahman to
probe the allegations.

Of the bullet-hit, Alamgir, 24, a
local businessman, died on way to
hospital while the other two, Abdus
Sattar, 21, and Khalilur Rahman,
25, were admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital (CMCH).

Abdus Satter, reportedly a jute
mill worker, was stated to be in
critical state.

Sources said Solaiman is a busi-
nessman of city's Chawk Bazar area
and son of Mahbubul Alam Sheth
alias BachchuNawab -- the caretaker
of Prof Rehman Sobhan and Faruk
Sobhan's family that owns huge land
propertyinthearea.

There has been a long-drawn
dispute between Sobhan family and
one Kulsuma Begum over some
portions of the land. Mohammad
Nagar Housing Society bought some
10 decimals land from Kulsuma and
Yesterday’s clash occurred over that
and, sources said.

Md Yunus, an old resident of the
locality, further alleged that the
father of the Sobhans entrusted
Bachchu Nawab with the power of
attorney. Using the power, he made
huge (froperty in and around
Bayezid thana area while his son
Solaiman also followed in his father's
footsteps.

Local people further alleged that
Solaiman had long been engaged in
grabbing others' land in the name of
Sobhan family and selling the same
piece ofland to different persons.

However, Solaiman, who fled the
scene immediately after the second
round of clash reportedly to escape
wrath of the locals, could not be
contacted forcomments.

The general secretary of
Mohammad Nagar Housing Society
filed a case with Bayezid Police
Stationaccusing12.

ADP fund
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led by Tadashi Kondo, transport
and communications director of
South Asia Department of the ADB,
reviewed the progress of ADB-
assisted ongoing transport infra-
structure-develop-ment projects
and future financial assistance
programmein thesector.

The delegation emphasised
execution of evelqpment schemes

"in stipulated time" and reforms of
Bangladesh Railways.

Tadashi Kondo took keen interest
in the launch of the circular road and
PadmaBridge.

He said the ADB is keeping a
"close coordination and contact”
with Japan International
Cooperation Agency (Jica) assigned
to conduct the feasibility study for
the planned Padma Bridge.

He %?Ve assurance of extending
the Bank's assistance to the commu-
nications sector for development
projects undertaken by the govern-
ment.

Communications Secretary
Sayed Rezaul Ha&lat, the director
eneral of Bangladesh Railway and
igh officials of the Roads and
Highways Department and commu-
nications ministry were present.

Temple arson

Tension runs high
at Patharghata

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

A tense situation is prevailing in
Patharghata in the wake of Friday
night's arson attack on the
Gangabari Temple there.

Police are guarding the scene
where a group of unidentified men
torched three tin-shed structures of
the Hindutemple.

A manhunt by police to capture
thearsonistshasfailed sofar.

Mohammad Nazrul Islam, officer
in-charge of Kotwali Police Station
said, "An investigation is on and we
aretryingto catch the culprits."

Local Ward Commissioner
Jalaluddin Igbal said efforts are on to
resolve the ensuing tension in the
aftermath of the incident and a
meeting to that effect would be held
onthetemple premises.

Sources said the incident was a
sequel to a dispute between Jalil
Estate of Jalilganj under Kotwali
police station and Shyamol Sadhu,
who was appointed caretaker of the
temple aboutsixmonthsago.

An official of Jalil Estate accused
Sadhu of fomenting communal
tension in the area. "He is using the
Hindu community here to spark
communal violence to cater to the
hidden agenda of a vested interest
group, " healleged.

Sadhu has ione into hiding since
thearsonattack.

Hindus living on premises of the
temples complained about police
harassment during Friday night's
incident.

Some Hindu women told this
correspondent that police abused
them physically.

"Some policemen stormed into
the house of Shukla, Rupashi Sarkar
and Ankur and harassed them," said
80-year-old Laxmi Rani Das, while
talking to The Daily Star yesterday
morning.

"I was sleeping when fpolice
entered our house looking for my
husband. They pulled me out of bed
and struck me with a baton," said
Shukla, ahousewife.

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) dismissed the allegations of
police excesses, adding that a tiny
vested interest group was trying to
upset the communal harmony by
exploiting the issue and "diverting
thetruth".

Faisal Jalil Chowdhury, one of the
owners of the vastJalil Estate, alleged
that the incident was orchestrated by
a vested interest group to grab the
land of the estate.

"Wewould like to see the problem
se.téled lawfully and amicably," he
said.

Privatisation body
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to assign the ministries concerned
with privatisation of the SOEs that
are out of operation. It was also
decided that Privatisation
Commission would only deal with
the SOEsthatarein operation.

As per the government's
privatisation list for the current year,
the decision if implemented leaves
the 10-year-old commission with
verylittletodo.

Chairman of the commission
Inam Ahmed Chowdhury said,
"Only the textiles ministry has a
skeletal liquidation cell. It will be a
time consuming, expensive and
complex task to liquidate [the SOEs]
by setting up liquidation cells in each
ofthe ministries concerned."

Talking to The Daily Star,
Chowdhury observed: "As per the
Privatisation Policy 2001, a single
entity like the Privatisation
Commission was given the power to
Brivatise the SOEs. For, if different

odies are involved in the process,
there will be different procedures
and different terms and conditions,
leadingto confusion."

Article 10 (5) of the policy not only
empowers the commission as the

Altaf faces
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measures a%ainst the open sale of
thebannedbook, 'Ka'.

As Bakul insisted on Altaf's
spelling out the actions against the
sale even in front of the Prime
Minister's Office, the home minister
quipped, "It appears you've read the
book quite a few times ... you've
memorised thebook."

Altaf went on to say that Taslima
had written about juicy affairs of
many celebrities in the book and that
he suspected that Bakul was worried
about Taslima's next book which he
(Altaf) heard would have more
stories of other celebrities.

"It's all stupid. Objectionable...
he (home minister) should resign,"
Bakul said in protest, throwing his
fileand papers onthefloor.

Altaf, however, said police have
been asked to take action against
illegal sale of ‘Ka', which the High
Courthasbanned.

But there was to be no respite for
Altaf. Young BNP lawmaker
Moazzem Hossain Alal stood up in
Bakul's defence and demanded of
the chair to expunge any words, if
found derogator% and un-
parliamentary, in the home minis-
ter'sreplyto Bakul's notice.

Opposition lawmaker Kader
Siddiqui of Bangladesh Krishak
Sramik Janata League also accused
home minister of making jokes in
parliament when the country as it is
plagued by a plethora of problems.
By cracking such jokes, Siddiqui
noted, Altaf insulted the house as
wellas the country.

"He (home minister) has slapped
Bakul in the cheek. You (Chair) may
expunge the remarks but Bakul
would still bear the slur," said
Siddiqui.

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui, who was presiding over the
session at the time, also consoled
Bakul and informed the House that
he had received a note from Bakul
asking for expunction of some of the
remarks. The Chair assured the
House that he would expunge the
irrelevant parts.

Essentials price
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su;l)plies in the markets but unscru-
pulous traders are deliberately
pushing essentials prices up in
Dhaka and Chittagong ahead of the
Eid," said Shajahan Chowdhury, a
Jamaat-e-Islami legislator while
speaking on a point of order in the
Jatiya Sangsad.

He claimed Commerce Minister
Amir Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury
had the information on the syndi-
cates responsible for the spiral and
demanded immediate steps be
taken as prices of edible oil, onion,
salt and other commodities have
gone beyond people's buying
capacity.

Deputy Speaker Akhtar Hamid
Siddiqui, who was presiding the
session then, also sought the min-
ister's promptactions.

Khasru, present in the House,
did notrespond.

sole authority but also bars any
ministry or body from interfering in
or initiating privatisation process of
an SOE, Chowdhuryadded.

The commission-members
include five parliamentarians, five
secretaries, president of the FBCCI
and chairman of the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

Explaining the rationale of the
move, Saifur Rahman said last
month, "The laid-off mills have huge
liabilities. The ministries that own
these laid-off units will be able to
waive their debts through negotia-
tion with the respective banks or
parties. So, the ministries can do this
jobbetter [than the commission]."

The commission since its incep-
tionin 1993 has privatised 44 SOEs, of
which 25 were sold each through a
single dealand 19bysales of shares.

Although the previous BNP
government formed the commis-
sion, the highestnumber of SOEs, 32,
were privatised during the Awami
League government. Only three
SOEs were privatised in the last two
years, while 10were closed down.

Moudud snubs
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-- Chief Whip Khandakar Delwar
Hossain, Advocate Harun-al-
Rashid, Barrister Ziaur Rahman
Khan and Justice Mozammel Haq --
all ruling BNP lawmakers, supported
Moudud'sstand.

The chairman made sure that his
opinions were included in the meet-
ing'sminutes.

The parliamentary body yester-
day decided to drop the provision
allowing any retired personnel of the
armed forces to become member of
the commission.

Accordingto a previous provision
in the bill, people with 20-year expe-
rience in law, education, administra-
tion, judiciary or armed forces are
eligible to become commissioner of
thewatchdog.

The committee included a new
sub-clause in the bill providing for
financial autonomy to the commis-
sion like the Supreme Court and the
Jatiya Sangsad.

It also finalised a five-member
selection committee that will list six
people for the president to nominate
three of them as commissioners.
Initially, the bill proposed a six-
member search body, including
finance and law ministers.

The five members of the selection
committee are a judge of the
Appellate Division as its chairman
and a judge of the High Court
Division, Public Service Commission
chairman, comptroller and auditor
general and the immediate past
cabinetsecretaryasmembers.

The committee will sit on
February 9 to discuss the commis-
sion's functions, including the
process offiling graft cases and trial.

Mystery disease
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at the Goalondo upazila health
complex to deal with the emergency
situation.

Dr Jahangir Hossain leading the
eight-member team of experts told
The Daily Star yesterday that the
team collected more samples of
blood, urine and saliva from victims
andsentthem to theICDDR,B (Inter-
national Centre for Diarrhoeal
Disease Research, Bangladesh) for
diagnostic tests. The same samples
have also been sent to the Centre for
{)Jissgase Control (CDC) in Atlanta,

"Ateam from the CDCis expected
to arrive in Dhaka soon to investigate
if the disease is connected to ani-
mals," hesaid.

According to the team, 11 people
from Goalondo have died so far.
However, our correspondent at the
DMCH putthenumberat15.

They are: Kabbo, 3, Suruj, 14,
Sabuj, 8, Tisha, 9, Zakir Hossain, 14,
Manik, 10, Rina, 9, Lisa, 8, Zakir
Mollah, 8, Zahid, 15, Babu, 8,
Alamgir, 18, Parvez, 13 and Nakib, 3,
and Sapna, 28.

Sources said three people have
also died from similar symptoms in
Tangailinlastfourdays.

Mamum, 11, and Aklima, 10,
under treatment at Infectious
Diseases Hospital were referred to
the DMCHyesterday.

Titas gas's
N'ganj DGM
suspended

OUR CORRESPONDENT, N'ganj

Higher authority of Titas Gas
Transmission and Distribution
Company Limited stand released
its regional deputy general man-
ager (DGM) on Saturday on charge
of illegal gas supply to various
industrial units at Narayangan;.

M Kamal Uddin, regional DGM
of the Titas gas, was suspended of
his duties after a team of parlia-
mentary sub-committee found
illegal gas connections at different
industrial units in Fatullah and
Sidhwirganj industrial areas on
January 22, Titas gas sources said.

According to sources, Sardar
Shakhawat Hossain Bakul, chair-
man of the Parliamentary Sub-
Committee on Gas Sector, and its
member Shamsuzzoha found 100
gas burners at Azmeri Salt Factory
and similar gas pilferage in two
other establishments in Fatullah
and Sidhwirganj.

The committee members also
directed the authorities concerned
to take immediate legal actions
against the owners of those facto-
ries, sources added.

Profitable base

FROM PAGE 1

banquet hosted in her honour by
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah at the
Royal Palace thisevening.

Earlier, the Bangladesh premier
had an audience with the Sultan at
theRoyal Palace.

Khaleda in her banquet speech
said Bangladesh enjoys duty-free
market access for most of its prod-
ucts to the markets of the European
Union and Canada. This can provide
a significant advantage for invest-
mentthere, sheadded.

The prime minister also under-
scored the need for reinvigoratigﬁ
and revitalising the Islamic umm:
toface the challenges of the century.

Addressing another gathering of
expatriates at the state guest house,
she said that her government would
try to send more Bangladeshis
abroad, including Brunei, to work to
help contribute to the country's
economy.

Khaleda thanked the
Bangladeshis living here and gave a
brief resume of her two-year-old
government's programmes on
education, agriculture, health,
communications, industry, environ-
ment, telecommunications, local
government, ICT, poverty allevia-
tion, curbing of terrorism and estab-
lishment ofrule oflaw.

Joint drive
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others stayed on orders by the High
Court, while another is under pro-
cess to be handed over to the Speedy
Trial Tribunal.

At Khulna Leo Club, Babar told

journalists that the case of Manik

illing will be tried under the Speedy
Trial Tribunal.

Babar visited the house of Manik
and gave his widowed wife Tk 1.5
lakh. Lawmaker Ali Asgar Lobby
pledged to provide financial help for
Mahima Saha, Manik's elder daugh-
ter, who studiesin Kolkata.

Earlier in the morning, Babar met
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) officials
engaged in the joint drive and dis-
cussed their problems in running the
operation.

Whip Ashraf Hossain, Lobby,
inspector general of police, directors

eneral of the BDR, Ansars and
irectorate General of Forces
Intelligence (DGFI) and high officials
ofpolicewere presentat the meeting.

Outgoing C]

ing the appointment of chief jus-
tice and said: "The Bar disapproves
of politicising this office. We don't
want any politics in appointing chief
justice.

He criticised the government for
setting a trend of appointing chief
justice, mindful of the next caretaker
administration that will oversee the
2006 general elections.

Rokanuddin appreciated the
seven-month role of Hasan as chief
justice and said: "You have removed
our apprehensions with your perfor-
mance."

But he regretted the non-
implementation of the 12-point
directive on the separation of judi-
ciaryeven fouryearsafter theruling.

Additional Attorney General AG
Mahmud Ali also spoke at the cere-
mony, also attended by judges of
both divisions of the Supreme Court
and seniorlawyers.

Child Trafficking
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1,209 boys and 1,196 girls went
missing from January 2000 to June
2003.

Of them, 510 boys and 457 girls
were smuggled out of the country
mainly to Gulfstates, itadded.

Discussants said most of the
boys below 10 years were used as
camel jockeys in some Gulf coun-
tries while the others became
bondedlabourers across the globe.

And trafficked girls, between 11
and 16 years, were mostly used in
thesextrade, theyadded.

According to a Unesco report in
2002, some 30,000 women, mostly
girl children, were tricked to be
taken out of Bangladesh in the last
decade.

Lorraine Barker, Australian high
commissioner to Bangladesh,
addressed the function as chief

uest while Dr Khaleda Salauddin,
'WCS advisor, chaired the discus-
sionsession.

CWCS President Prof Ishrat
Shamin and Shahidul Haque,
regional representative of Inter-
national Organisation of Migration,
also spoke at the meeting attended
b%l teachers, guardians, police
officials and schoolchildren.

Ammar murder
Court rejects ministry

plea to clear accused

of charges

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday rejected
the home ministry petition for
withdrawal of charges against an
accused in the Ammar Shamsi
murder case.

After scrutinising the case diary
and other relevant documents,
Judge AR Masud, of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4, issued the order.

The judge, in his order, said the
ﬁ(l)vernment did not mention why

e charges should be withdrawn.
Moreover, the contents of the FIR,
charge sheet and other documents
also did not suggest that it was a case
of politicalharassment.

The home ministry sent a recom-
mendation letter to the Dhaka
Metropolitan Public Prosecutor
(PP), asking him to arrange with-
drawal of charges against Mostafa
Almas Bappi although he had con-
fessed to his involvement in the
abduction and killing of the 20-year-
oldstudentfora Tk 10lakhransomin
2000.

Inits December 21 letter last year,
the ministry observed the case was
filed for political harassment.

Previously, the home ministry
kicked up a controversy, asking the
PP to arrange charge withdrawal
against Reazuddin Ahmed Monir,
brother of ruling BNP lawmaker

Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu and nine
others accused in the Keraniganj
double murder. But the same tribu-
nalonAugust 17 lastyearrejected the
petition.

A separate tribunal had also
thwarted another ministry move to
clear two people of charges in indus-
trialist Russel Bhuiyan murder in
Narayanganj in 2000. The tribunal on
January 18 this year handed death
sentence to thetwo and four others.

AS Mahmud
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shockat the death of AS Mahmud.

AS Mahmud was a member of the
Brac governing body for about 15
years and made significant contribu-
tion in formulating the organisa-
tion's policies and in guiding its
activities.

His liberal, objective and secular
thinking has always been a source of
inspiration for the Brac, says a press
release.

The Brac members prayed for
salvation of the departeg soul and
conveyed heartfelt sympathy to the
bereaved familymembers.

In another statement, former
president Badruddoza Chowdhury
expressed his condolence at the
death of ASMahmud.

Govt unleashing
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of demands placed by her party,
the opposition leader said, "The
demands are to free people from
present panicky and suffocating
situation and also to restore democ-
racyinthe country."

Hasina urged the students to
unite people in a bid to realise the
demands including curbing vio-
lence and corruption by the ruling
alliance men ané) ahalt to price hike
of essentials. "No-one can cling to
power ignoring the people", she
said.

The AL chief criticised the gov-
ernment for distorting the history of
Liberation War in the textbooks and
asked the BCL leaders and workers
to prepare a list of the authors who
have put 'distorted information in
those books'. "They will be brought
to Iustice in an appropriate time for
de ivering erroneous materials to
students," she said.

On the change of police uniform,
Hasina said, "The decision to
change police uniform was taken to
only profit Dandy Dyeing, an indus-
try owned by the prime minister's
family members, as the government
has made it mandatory to buy
clothes only from Dandy Dyeing for
new uniforms."

The AL chief once again accused
the government of politicising
administration, judiciary and other

sectors. She alleged that pro-
government student bodies are
unleashing violence on the campus
of public universities including
Rajshahi University, where two pro-
Ig'overnment student wings recently
ocked in gunfights.

Referring to Bangladesh's candi-
date for the top OICjob, Hasina said
there are allegations of war crime
against him and also other criminal
allegations including smuggling.
She also criticised Prime Minister
Khaldea Zia's visit to Indonesia
saying the PM has gone there to
promotesuchacandidate.

Former BCL leaders from 1950s
to immediate past M
Quamruzzaman, Abdur Razzak,
Khaled Mohammad Ali, Tofail
Ahmed, Ismat Kadir Gama, Sheikh
Shahidul Islam, Obaidul Kader,
Bahalul Maznun Chunnu, Mustafa
Jalal Mahiuddin, Abdul Manna,
Jahangir Kabir Nanok, Sultan
Mohammad Mansur, Abdur
Rahman, Shahe Alam, Ashim
Kumar Ukil, Mainuddin Hasan
Chowdhury, Igbalur Rahim,
Enamul Haq Shamim, Ishak Ali
Khan Panna, Bahadur Bepari and
Ajay Kar Khokon addressed the
discussion.

BCL President Liakot Ali Sikder
chaired the programme while its
General Secretary Nazrul Islam
Babu conductedit.

Bill on court
reforms
introduced

UNB, Dhaka

Law Minister Moudud Ahmed
yesterday introduced the Court
Reforms Implementation (auxil-
iary provision) Bill, 2004 in parlia-
ment with an aim at implementing
reforms of the existing case man-
agement and court administration.

Introducing the bill, he said a
donor-funded project, 'Legal
Capacity Building', was under the
process implementation to bring
massive reforms in the age-old
judicial system.

Under the project, he said,
reforms would be brought about by
introducing IT in the court admin-
istration and in case management
system. Some existing laws, orders
and provisions might have to be
suspended to pave the way for
reform, he added.

Powell
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Powell acknowledged that Saddam
Hussein had banned weapons but
added, "We had questions that
needed to be answered.

"What was it?" he asked. "One
hundred tons, 500 tons or zero tons?
Was it so many liters of anthrax, 10
times thatamountor nothing?"

Mahi launches
'school' to
promote politics

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ruling BNP lawmaker, Mahi B
Chowdhury, yesterday launched a
school to promote political tolerance
crucial to democracy and good
governance and blamed unhealthy
political practice on alack of values.

"Our politics lacks tolerance,
mutual respect and sincerity to the
nation," he told a press conference
on the launch of his School of
Democracy and Governance (SDG)
attheNational Press Club.

The event coincided with Mahi's
father former president AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury's online
interview with expatriate
Bangladeshis, in which he said he
would announce a political platform
nextmonth tointroduce an "alterna-
tive stream of politics" to purge the
countryof corruption and crime.

Mahi, the youngest lawmaker in
the eighth parliament, said the
school would focus on the younger
generation and break the trend of
domination by parties or personali-
tiesrather than common people.

Asked if his political identity
was compatible with the SDG
objectives, the lawmaker said his
social responsibility prompted him
to float the 'non-partisan platform'
asanon-profitorganisation.

DG shipping
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andregulations.

The fined vessels included MV
Coco, owned by a son of the prime
minister, and a number of others,
owned by ministers and influential
politicalleaders.

On January 17, DG Azim in a letter
to Munir criticised the latter's directive
against MV Abu Bakar, which was
seized on November 17 last year and
fined for plyirgg without registration
andsurvey certificateforlong.

In the letter, Azim challenged the
validity of the magistrate's order,
termingitillegal and unlawful. He even
gave the vessel permission to ply in the
Ealngladesh-MaynamarIndia coastal

elt.

Munir termed the DG's remarks
totally 'irresponsible’ and 'baseless'.
Healleged that the DG shippingissued
the letter influenced by Saidur
Rahman, owner ofthevesseland avery
influential person having direct links
with the shipping ministry and ruling
partyhighups.

The magistrate also termed the
DG's action beyond his jurisdiction, as
he had no authority to comment on
judicial proceedings, as only the

Appellate Division of the High Court
cangive verdicton thelegal validity ofa
magistrate's order. Munir said it was a
clear violation of administrative norm
and would only instigate and inspire
thelawbreakers.

The magistrate also alleged that
instead of co-operation, the DG since
the beginning created various obsta-
cles to the special drive against faulty
launches and tried to influence gov-
ernment officials to be lenient to the
launchowners.

Earlier, Munir also complained to
the shipping ministry against the DG
forissuing survey certificates to default
launches and giving temporary per-
missions to those vessels to ply, with-
outmakingproperinvestigation.

Contacted, Azim told The Daily
Star. "Itisan administrative matter and
I will not make any comment on any
personoranycaseofmydepartment.”

He, however, refuted the allegation
of non-cooperation with the special
drive, saying he provided whatever
logisticfacilitieshehadfor thedrive.

Azim became DoS DG in May last
year, before which he was chief nauti-
calsurveyorofthesame department.
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