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No joy for Venus, Tim

AustralianE Open

REUTERS, Melbourne

Venus Williams' return from injury
came to a shuddering halt on
Saturday when she was hustled out
of the Australian Open 6-4, 7-6 by
doubles specialist Lisa Raymond in
the thirdround.

Belgium's Kim Clijsters suffered
no such mishap, routing Russian
teenager Dinara Safina 6-2 6-1, and
home crowd favourite Mark
Philippoussis thrilled Melbourne
Park with a barnstorming win over
Mario Ancic of Croatia.

But 11th seed Tim Henman's
Open dreams were ended. The
Briton let a two-set lead slip, going
down 6-7, 5-7, 7-6, 7-5, 9-7 to
Argentine Guillermo Canas in a
four-hour, 51-minute epic.

Third seed Venus had been a
heavy favourite going into the
match, despite this being her first
tournament since the Wimbledon
final last July, but she was caught
cold by 30-year-old compatriot
Raymond.

"I am pretty much in shock,"
Venussaid.

"I still can't believe it, but that's
thewaylfeel after everyloss.

"It is definitely going to settle in
this evening. It will be like 'No!" but
that's the way it is, you win some,
youlosesome."

Venus was playing her first
tournament for six months after a
stomach muscle injury and looked
flatfrom the start.

She committed 44 unforced
errors in a mistake-riddled perfor-
mance on Rod Laver Arena and
struggled for accuracy throughout.

"She played good, she had alot of

shots rockin' and rollin' today. It

was nice for her," said Venus, run-
ner-up to younger sister Serena
herelastyear.

Raymond had never been

been an injury doubt coming into
the tournament, has been in fantas-
tic form through the first three
rounds of the year's first grand slam
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MARATHON MAN! Guillermo Canas of Argentina falls to the ground in disbe-
lief after defeating Briton Tim Henman at the Australian Open yesterday.

beyond the third round of the
Australian Open singles in 10 previ-
ous visits and was thrilled.

"I knew I had to come into
today's match and really step up to
theplate," shesaid.

"Ididn'tletmyself down."

Second seed Clijsters, who had

andisyettodropaset.

On Saturday she knocked Safina
off in 57 minutes and will next play
20th-seeded Italian Silvia Farina
Elia.

"I didn't have any expectations
about getting into the tournament
because of my injury so being in the

second weekis nice," Clijsters said.

"I never really thought I would
participate in the tournament so it's
definitelyabonus."

Henman hit a total of 100 clean
winners in his marathon with Canas,
but it was the Argentine who hit the
one which counted, a rocket-like
forehand past the advancing Briton
on his third match point.

Henman was bitterly disap-
pointed.

"That was probably a good match
to watch but it is about winning or
losing," hesaid.

"There's not a lot of constructive
thingsIcansayaboutthat."

Canas's reward for his superb
comeback was a fourth round meet-
ing with compatriot and eighth seed
David Nalbandian.

Nalbandian continued to look
strong. He out-muscled South
Africa'sWayneFerreira6-2,6-4,7-5.

Local wildcard Todd Reid's
heroics were very much a thing of the
pastwhen he was outclassed 6-3, 6-0,
6-1bysecond seed Roger Federer.

Reid, who overcame vomiting
and cramps to beat Armenia's Sargis
Sargsian in the second round, never
came close to matching the
Wimbledon champion, at one point
losing 14 games in a row. Federer
woninasnappy 74 minutes.

"There's definitely a long way to
go," Reid said. "Hereally taught me a
lesson outthere. Definitelyalearning
experience."

Federer, the bookies' pre-
tournament favourite, has dropped
just20 gamesso farin Melbourne. He
will probably face former world
number one Lleyton Hewitt in the
fourthround.

Philippoussis gave the

Australians a boost, though, swat-
ting Ancic 6-4, 7-6, 6-2.

Walking off

FROM PAGE 13
moment Mahmud had this to say:

WI warm up well

FA Cup
Everton target
Fulham

AFP, London

Everton defender Dave Unsworth
said Fulham's Premiership victory
over them two weeks ago has
fuelled their desire to turn the
tables in Sunday's FA Cup fourth
round clash at Goodison Park.

A Louis Saha-inspired Fulham
beatEverton 2-1 at Loftus Road but
the Frenchman has now joined
Manchester United.

Unsworth believes Everton can
add further injury to Fulham's pain
at losing their star man. He said:
"After what I saw when we played
Fulham earlier in the month, and
from when we beat them at our
place on the first day of the season,
I'thinkwe are the better team.

"We certainly have nothing to
fear when we play them this time,
and we owe them. We should have
beaten them at Loftus Road, we
certainlyhad enough chances.

"We threw the kitchen sink at
them and they were clearing things
off the line and had all the luck to
gowithit."

Since then Saha has got his way
and moved to the champions and
Everton boss David Moyes insists
that Fulham had no choice.

Moyes has sympathy for his
opposite number Chris Coleman,
and said: "I am not sure what
impact Saha going will have on
themlong term, butanyside losing
a player who has scored as many
goals as he has this season will
obviouslybe hurt.

India win
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ner Virender Sehwag.

But their opportunity to
impress was fleeting and it was left
to the right-handed Laxman and
his partner Rahul Dravid to stem
the tide of dismissals.

The pair took the Indian tally to
137 betore Dravid was dismissed

Another Cameroon style
African Nations Cup kicks off today
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AFP, Tunis

Cameroon begin their campaign to
win a third successive African
Nations Cup title on Sunday but
their opening match against
Algeria is in danger of being over-
shadowed by an argument over
theirrevolutionary new strip.

The one-piece strip that the
Indomitable Lions will show off in
Sousse has been declared illegal by
FIFA chief Sepp Blatter.

"If Cameroon play in bodysuits
it will be against the rules of the
game," said Blatter who was
equally outraged two years ago
when Cameroon were fitted out in
sleeveless shirts.

But the defending champions
are determined to shrug off the
controversy and win a fifth conti-
nental crown which they intend to
dedicate to former teammate Mark
Vivien Foe who died during the
Confederations Cup in France last
year.

"Marc Vivien is always with us
and is still part of us. We always
think of him," said skipper
RigobertSong.

Algeria had the easiest passage
of the 14 qualifiers, rarely impress-
ing in eliminating minnows Chad
and Namibia, and Belgian coach
George Leekens quit after a place at
the finals was secured to be
replaced bylocal Rabah Saadane.

However, 1990 champions
Algeria have won just once in 10
games at the previous three edi-
tions of the tournament and

Saadane must bemoan the lack of a
midfield playmaker in the mould of
former greats Ali Fergani and
Moussa Saib.

Cameroon and Algeria's rivals
in Group C are Egypt and
Zimbabwe who also meet Sunday
in Sfax.

Egypt's most expensive and
controversial footballer Ahmed
'Mido' Hossam believes his golden
talents will be enough to crush
Zimbabwe who are making their
debutinthe tournament.
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"Ilike pressure, I perform better
under pressure," said Mido who
became Egypt's most expensive
player when he moved to Marseille
from Ajax Amsterdam in a 13-
million-dollar deallast year.

Mido is one of only six players in
the squad who play abroad but he
shares the leading scorers' chart
with Ahmed Bilal who plys his
trade at home with Al-Ahly. Bilal is
a man in form having scored six
times in the last four internationals
for Egypt who, like Cameroon, are
also four-time champions.

Zimbabwe, meanwhile, quali-
fied for the finals as one of the best
runners-up after a 1-0 win over
fellow finalists Mali made up for a
disastrous 2-1 setback in the
Seychelles.

Zimbabwe will relish finally
strutting the main stage, especially
inspirational striker and captain
Peter Ndlovu from Sheffield
United whose five goals in the
qualifiers led his country to the
finals.

Sunday's other match sees one
of Scotland's most reliable defend-
ers squaring up to one of the
English Premiership's most frus-
trated strikers when Guinea take
on the Democratic Republic of
Congo in Tunisin Group A.

Bodo Balde, who plays his club
football with Celtic, will be the man
handed the task of stopping
Newcastle United's Lomana Lua
Lua with both men realising that
their sides have a golden opportu-
nity to reach the knockout stages of
the event.

Tunisia and Rwanda make up
Group A, which is widely regarded
as the weakest of the four sections
here, but Bolde knows that DR
Congo skipper Lua Lua has a point
to prove to Newcastle boss Bobby
Robson who has used him only
sparingly at StJames' Park.

MU seal Saha move

/s 4 Football

REUTERS, Manchester

hopefully bring the best out of the
boy and improve him to the top
level."

Despite Fulham's reluctance to
sell he was determined to get his
dream move once he was aware of
the champions' interest.
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Mahmud's parting shot also
exemplifies the character of a true
leader as he walked out of

up for a five-match one-day inter-
national series against South Africa
with a comfortable 65-run win over

Van Jaarsveld was caught at
midwicket off Rampaul four balls
later and the South African second

stringers were unable to maintain

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-52, 3-93, 4-
%gg, 5-111, 6-138, 7-151, 8-159, 9-

in Sydney and last Sunday in
Brisbane. He went on to make a
brilliant 131 off 138 deliveries.

the English champions.

The 25-year-old cost a total of
12.825 million pounds, of which

"That's what we are going to
work at, to get them as a partner-

"I have to say thank you to
Fulham for bringing me here and
giving me the opportunity to play
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slangily e e gesture CHERRY STONES USING ONLY YOUR TONGUE, | Imran 3/18, Hanif 3/45 and Arif | security concerns can be used to | ' But it happened anfl it made my against Australia and Sri Lanka Ramnaresh Sarwan, Shivanarine

31 (Sjiam;?osg vIETEoGiemcieisie] 91 }Jnc&wn- 1S IT THE LICK OF THE PITTER? 2/38). justify the cancellation of tours. life alittle bit difficult. V\ihlch cagsed SouthdAfrlca to be Chanderpaul, Corey Collymore,

ravinsk Rlo[cl . [A[c ized Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: Z equals T GOLDEN FUTURE SCHOOL: There is however the precedent Klusener reached an out-of- e€liminatedin1999and2003. Mervyn Dillon, Vasbert Drakes,
33—|t(ansn : ||_ f 2 . L\.?, i $ . ﬂ ? 2 L o R 129/9in25.4 overs (Imran 29, Rana | set by India, who havepin recent | court settlement with the United First up, though, is a meeting Fidel Edwards, Chris Gayle, Ryan
glonia A i The Cryptoquip is a substitution cipher in which one letter stands for | 55; Ronny 2/16 and Rumi 2/20). ears been unable to tour Pakistan | Cricket Board after claiming unfair ~ with Smith, who said earlier in the ~Hurley, Ricardo Powell, Ridley

35 Shawl GILIA[MBENI I INJORROIVIAL 53 Affirma anothar. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout the . . - L - Jacobs, R d th R i

36 Paycheck (HIYIDIEEMOIMIE|NERNIEIT tive puzzle. Single letters, short words and words using an apostrophe | Result: Renaissance International ecause of orders from their gov- | dismissal when he was not picked  week that Klusener had a chance to acobs, Ravindarnath Rampaul,
e)?t);a action? give you clues o localing vowels. Solution is by tial and error. Schoolwon by52 runs. ernment. for last year's tour of England and  fit in with the "structures and cul- ~Dwayne Smith, Kurt Wilkinson.
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