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MARATHON MAN! Guillermo Canas of Argentina falls to the ground in disbe-
lief after defeating Briton Tim Henman at the Australian Open yesterday. 

FA Cup

Everton target
Fulham
AFP, London

Everton defender Dave Unsworth 
said Fulham's Premiership victory 
over them two weeks ago has 
fuelled their desire to turn the 
tables in Sunday's FA Cup fourth 
round clash at Goodison Park. 

A Louis Saha-inspired Fulham 
beat Everton 2-1 at Loftus Road but 
the Frenchman has now joined 
Manchester United. 

Unsworth believes Everton can 
add further injury to Fulham's pain 
at losing their star man. He said: 
"After what I saw when we played 
Fulham earlier in the month, and 
from when we beat them at our 
place on the first day of the season, 
I think we are the better team. 

"We certainly have nothing to 
fear when we play them this time, 
and we owe them. We should have 
beaten them at Loftus Road, we 
certainly had enough chances. 

"We threw the kitchen sink at 
them and they were clearing things 
off the line and had all the luck to 
go with it." 

Since then Saha has got his way 
and moved to the champions and 
Everton boss David Moyes insists 
that Fulham had no choice. 

Moyes has sympathy for his 
opposite number Chris Coleman, 
and said: "I am not sure what 
impact Saha going will have on 
them long term, but any side losing 
a player who has scored as many 
goals as he has this season will 
obviously be hurt. 

REUTERS, Melbourne

Venus Williams' return from injury 
came to a shuddering halt on 
Saturday when she was hustled out 
of the Australian Open 6-4, 7-6 by 
doubles specialist Lisa Raymond in 
the third round.

Belgium's Kim Clijsters suffered 
no such mishap, routing Russian 
teenager Dinara Safina 6-2 6-1, and 
home crowd favourite Mark 
Philippoussis thrilled Melbourne 
Park with a barnstorming win over 
Mario Ancic of Croatia.

But 11th seed Tim Henman's 
Open dreams were ended. The 
Briton let a two-set lead slip, going 
down 6-7, 5-7, 7-6, 7-5, 9-7 to 
Argentine Guillermo Canas in a 
four-hour, 51-minute epic.

Third seed Venus had been a 
heavy favourite going into the 
match, despite this being her first 
tournament since the Wimbledon 
final last July, but she was caught 
cold by 30-year-old compatriot 
Raymond.

"I am pretty much in shock," 
Venus said. 

"I still can't believe it, but that's 
the way I feel after every loss.

"It is definitely going to settle in 
this evening. It will be like 'No!' but 
that's the way it is, you win some, 
you lose some."

Venus was playing her first 
tournament for six months after a 
stomach muscle injury and looked 
flat from the start.

She committed 44 unforced 
errors in a mistake-riddled perfor-
mance on Rod Laver Arena and 
struggled for accuracy throughout.

"She played good, she had a lot of 
shots rockin' and rollin' today. It 

was nice for her," said Venus, run-
ner-up to younger sister Serena 
here last year.

Raymond had never been 

beyond the third round of the 
Australian Open singles in 10 previ-
ous visits and was thrilled.

"I knew I had to come into 
today's match and really step up to 
the plate," she said. 

"I didn't let myself down."

Second seed Clijsters, who had 

been an injury doubt coming into 
the tournament, has been in fantas-
tic form through the first three 
rounds of the year's first grand slam 

and is yet to drop a set.

On Saturday she knocked Safina 
off in 57 minutes and will next play 
20th-seeded Italian Silvia Farina 
Elia.

"I didn't have any expectations 
about getting into the tournament 
because of my injury so being in the 

second week is nice," Clijsters said. 

"I never really thought I would 
participate in the tournament so it's 
definitely a bonus."

Henman hit a total of 100 clean 
winners in his marathon with Canas, 
but it was the Argentine who hit the 
one which counted, a rocket-like 
forehand past the advancing Briton 
on his third match point.

Henman was bitterly disap-
pointed. 

"That was probably a good match 
to watch but it is about winning or 
losing," he said.

"There's not a lot of constructive 
things I can say about that."

Canas's reward for his superb 
comeback was a fourth round meet-
ing with compatriot and eighth seed 
David Nalbandian.

Nalbandian continued to look 
strong. He out-muscled South 
Africa's Wayne Ferreira 6-2, 6-4, 7-5.

Local wildcard Todd Reid's 
heroics were very much a thing of the 
past when he was outclassed 6-3, 6-0, 
6-1 by second seed Roger Federer.

Reid, who overcame vomiting 
and cramps to beat Armenia's Sargis 
Sargsian in the second round, never 
came close to matching the 
Wimbledon champion, at one point 
losing 14 games in a row. Federer 
won in a snappy 74 minutes.

"There's definitely a long way to 
go," Reid said. "He really taught me a 
lesson out there. Definitely a learning 
experience."

Federer, the bookies' pre-
tournament favourite, has dropped 
just 20 games so far in Melbourne. He 
will probably face former world 
number one Lleyton Hewitt in the 
fourth round.

P h i l i p p o u s s i s  g a v e  t h e  
Australians a boost, though, swat-
ting Ancic 6-4, 7-6, 6-2.

No joy for Venus, Tim

REUTERS, Manchester 

French striker Louis Saha on Friday 
completed his move to Manchester 
United from Fulham after signing a 
five-and-a-half year contract with 
the English champions.

The 25-year-old cost a total of 
12.825 million pounds, of which 
Fulham will receive 11.5 million.

Saha is ineligible for United's FA 
Cup fourth round match against 
Northampton Town on Sunday but 
should make his debut in the home 

premier league game against 
Southampton six days later.

"The first and most important 
thing is that he has a great enthusi-
asm to play," United manager Alex 
Ferguson told a news conference. 
"He's two good feet, he's quick, 
aggressive in the air and (has) a lot 
of great assets.

"He's different from the players 
we have at the moment and with-
out question a developing, quality 
player. I feel the next few years will 

hopefully bring the best out of the 
boy and improve him to the top 
level."

Ferguson hopes to pair Saha, 
who has scored 15 goals this sea-
son, with Dutchman Ruud van 
Nistelrooy in a bid to re-create the 
prolific partnership of former 
United forwards Andy Cole and 
Dwight Yorke.

"That's what we are going to 
work at, to get them as a partner-
ship," Ferguson said. "We will see 
how they respond to the challenge 
of playing with each other. I feel 
that they will be able to do that.

"Dwight Yorke and Andy Cole 
played an integral part in winning 

the European Cup (in 1999) and, 
hopefully, we will be as successful 
as that again."

Paris-born Saha joined Fulham 
from Metz in 2000, scoring 27 goals 
in his first season to help the west 
London club win promotion to the 
premier league.

Saha, who will wear the number 
nine shirt vacant since Cole left two 
years ago, scored twice against 
United at Old Trafford in his first 
game in England's top flight.

Despite Fulham's reluctance to 
sell he was determined to get his 
dream move once he was aware of 
the champions' interest.

"I have been wanting this for 
months now," Saha said. "Every-
thing has been a bit hard and under 
pressure but everything has been 
done now.

"I have to say thank you to 
Fulham for bringing me here and 
giving me the opportunity to play 
in the Premiership. But I think I 
have done a good job for them.

"When I had the chance to play 
for the biggest club I was very 
excited about it. I had to make 
them (Fulham) understand I was 
determined to join a big club."

Saha will compete for first team 
places with Van Nistelrooy, 
Norwegian Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, 
who has been injured since 
September, and Uruguayan Diego 
Forlan, and the Frenchman's 
arrival has been welcomed by 
United defender Gary Neville.

"It's a big lift and I think we've 
signed a really top player," Neville 
said. "We've had first hand experi-
ence ourselves over the last four 
seasons (of) how good he is.

"He's really caused us as many 
problems as any player that's 
played against us and I think 
everybody is delighted to have 
him here.

"It's certainly given us a big 
boost to the forward department 
where because of injuries we were 
maybe a bit light."

United, seeking their ninth 
premier league title in 12 seasons, 
are two points behind leaders 
Arsenal with 16 matches remain-
ing.

They face Portuguese side 
Porto in the last 16 of the 
Champions League and Saha will 
be eligible to play in European 
soccer's most prestigious compe-
tition.

As part of Saha's transfer fee, 
United will pay a further levy of 
575,000 pounds to the premier 
league and 750,000 pounds to the 
agents involved in the deal.

MU seal Saha move

AFP, Tunis

Cameroon begin their campaign to 
win a third successive African 
Nations Cup title on Sunday but 
their opening match against 
Algeria is in danger of being over-
shadowed by an argument over 
their revolutionary new strip.

The one-piece strip that the 
Indomitable Lions will show off in 
Sousse has been declared illegal by 
FIFA chief Sepp Blatter.

"If Cameroon play in bodysuits 
it will be against the rules of the 
game," said Blatter who was 
equally outraged two years ago 
when Cameroon were fitted out in 
sleeveless shirts.

But the defending champions 
are determined to shrug off the 
controversy and win a fifth conti-
nental crown which they intend to 
dedicate to former teammate Mark 
Vivien Foe who died during the 
Confederations Cup in France last 
year.

"Marc Vivien is always with us 
and is still part of us. We always 
think of him," said skipper 
Rigobert Song.

Algeria had the easiest passage 
of the 14 qualifiers, rarely impress-
ing in eliminating minnows Chad 
and Namibia, and Belgian coach 
George Leekens quit after a place at 
the finals was secured to be 
replaced by local Rabah Saadane.

However, 1990 champions 
Algeria have won just once in 10 
games at the previous three edi-
tions of the tournament and 

Saadane must bemoan the lack of a 
midfield playmaker in the mould of 
former greats Ali Fergani and 
Moussa Saib.

Cameroon and Algeria's rivals 
in  Group C are  Egypt  and 
Zimbabwe who also meet Sunday 
in Sfax.

Egypt's most expensive and 
controversial footballer Ahmed 
'Mido' Hossam believes his golden 
talents will be enough to crush 
Zimbabwe who are making their 
debut in the tournament.

"I like pressure, I perform better 
under pressure," said Mido who 
became Egypt's most expensive 
player when he moved to Marseille 
from Ajax Amsterdam in a 13-
million-dollar deal last year.

Mido is one of only six players in 
the squad who play abroad but he 
shares the leading scorers' chart 
with Ahmed Bilal who plys his 
trade at home with Al-Ahly. Bilal is 
a man in form having scored six 
times in the last four internationals 
for Egypt who, like Cameroon, are 
also four-time champions.

Zimbabwe, meanwhile, quali-
fied for the finals as one of the best 
runners-up after a 1-0 win over 
fellow finalists Mali made up for a 
disastrous 2-1 setback in the 
Seychelles.

Zimbabwe will relish finally 
strutting the main stage, especially 
inspirational striker and captain 
Peter Ndlovu from Sheffield 
United whose five goals in the 
qualifiers led his country to the 
finals.

Sunday's other match sees one 
of Scotland's most reliable defend-
ers squaring up to one of the 
English Premiership's most frus-
trated strikers when Guinea take 
on the Democratic Republic of 
Congo in Tunis in Group A.

Bodo Balde, who plays his club 
football with Celtic, will be the man 
handed the task of stopping 
Newcastle United's Lomana Lua 
Lua with both men realising that 
their sides have a golden opportu-
nity to reach the knockout stages of 
the event.

Tunisia and Rwanda make up 
Group A, which is widely regarded 
as the weakest of the four sections 
here, but Bolde knows that DR 
Congo skipper Lua Lua has a point 
to prove to Newcastle boss Bobby 
Robson who has used him only 
sparingly at St James' Park.

Another Cameroon style
African Nations Cup kicks off today
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Louis Saha shows off his No.9 shirt after joining English Premier League 
champions Manchester United from Fulham on Friday.   
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1. Who won the 25th National 

W o m e n ' s  C h e s s  

Championship title?

  Shabana Parveen    Rani Hamid    Zakia 

Sultana

       

2. Who lifted the Hopman Cup 

tennis title?

       Australia           America         

Russia   

3. Steve Waugh has played how 

many  Test matches?

          132                   168                       200

4. David Seaman quit football at 

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Jan 30, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 205

AFP, Cape Town

R e c a l led al l -rounder  Lance 
Klusener wants to make his return 
to the South African one-day team a 
long-term one. He is expected to 
make his comeback in the first of 
five limited-overs internationals 
against the West Indies at Newlands 
Sunday.

Klusener, dropped after South 
Africa were eliminated after the first 
round of the 2003 World Cup in their 
own country, said in a South African 
television interview: "I've put in 
nine months of really solid hard 
work."

He was confident he could settle 
any differences with South African 
captain Graeme Smith, who said 
soon after his appointment, follow-
ing the World Cup failure, that 
Klusener had been a "disruptive 
influence" in the team.

Klusener said Smith had made 
an unfortunate comment that he 
believed should not have been aired 
outside of a team environment. 
"But it happened and it made my 
life a little bit difficult."

Klusener reached an out-of-
court settlement with the United 
Cricket Board after claiming unfair 
dismissal when he was not picked 
for last year's tour of England and 

was not offered a national team 
contract.

His return to the South African 
team, though, was earned on the 
cricket field and in the gymnasium.

"Being out of the (national) 
scene for a while gave me a chance 
to look at myself and my game and 
for all the little (injury) niggles to 
sort themselves out.

"I hired a personal trainer, built 
up my strength and lost a bit of 
weight," he said.

The benefits have been seen in 
Klusener's bowling this season 
which observers believe has 
regained the extra metre of pace 
that he once had.

As for his late-order hitting, 
Klusener is itching to get back into 
action.

"There's an opportunity for me 
to get on the park and cement a 
place," he said.

He doesn't see his comeback as a 
short-term event. At 32, he said he 
would like to get another crack at a 
World Cup, hoping that the 2007 
tournament in the West Indies 
could be "third time lucky" after he 
was a central figure in the ties 
against Australia and Sri Lanka 
which caused South Africa to be 
eliminated in 1999 and 2003.

First up, though, is a meeting 
with Smith, who said earlier in the 
week that Klusener had a chance to 
fit in with the "structures and cul-

tures that have developed in the 
team".

Klusener said: "We're all grown 
ups and at the end of the day it's 
about what's good for cricket. It's 
about seeing where we both went 
wrong along the way and finding 
some common ground."

West Indian captain Brian Lara is 
confident his team can repeat the 
upset win they scored at the same 
ground in the opening match of the 
World Cup last February.

"It's the shorter version of the 
game. We played some good cricket 
in the Test series but could not 
maintain it for five days. If we play 
well on any particular day we can 
come out on top in a one-day 
game.”

SQUADS
SOUTH AFRICA (from): Graeme 
Smith (captain), Boeta Dippenaar, 
Herschelle Gibbs, Jacques Kallis, 
Lance Klusener, Mark Boucher, 
Albie Morkel, Makhaya Ntini, Andre 
Nel, Shaun Pollock, Ashwell Prince, 
Robin Peterson, Jacques Rudolph, 
Morne van Wyk.

WEST INDIES (from): Brian Lara 
( c a p t a i n ) ,  I a n  B r a d s h a w ,  
Ramnaresh Sarwan, Shivanarine 
Chanderpaul, Corey Collymore, 
Mervyn Dillon, Vasbert Drakes, 
Fidel Edwards, Chris Gayle, Ryan 
Hurley, Ricardo Powell, Ridley 
Jacobs, Ravindarnath Rampaul, 
Dwayne Smith, Kurt Wilkinson.

Zulu eyes long return

AFP, Paarl

The touring West Indians warmed 
up for a five-match one-day inter-
national series against South Africa 
with a comfortable 65-run win over 
South Africa A at Boland Park 
Friday.

Steadiness and spin proved the 
right formula for the tourists on a 
slow pitch.

Promising medium-fast bowler 
Ravi Rampaul may have earned 
himself a place in the side for the 
first international against South 
Africa at Newlands Sunday when 
he took two for 23 in ten accurate 
overs.

Off-spinners Ryan Hurley, Chris 
Gayle and Ricardo Powell were all 
able to tie down the South African 
batsmen who seldom looked like 
overhauling a moderate West 
Indian total of 230 for eight.

Skipper Neil McKenzie made 51 
but laboured for his runs, which 
were scored off 90 balls.

Opening batsman Gayle made 
61 for the West Indians before 
falling to left-arm spinner Nicky 
Boje when he was caught behind 
attempting to cut.

Off-spinner Justin Ontong took 
two for 27 in ten overs and Boje 
claimed two for 35 in six overs in his 
return after a long-term leg injury.

Gayle got the tourists off to a 
good start as he and Shivanrine 
Chanderpaul (13) put on 58 for the 
first wicket in the first 12 overs.

But the scoring rate slowed 
when Ontong, playing on his home 
ground, came into the attack and 
tied down the batsmen with his 
accurate, flighted deliveries.

Boje, playing in his first match 
since breaking an ankle while 
fielding during South Africa's tour 
of England in July, was more 
expensive than Ontong, being hit 
for two sixes by Smith, but picked 
up the wickets of Gayle and Smith 
(35).

The West Indians were 143 for 
five in the 38th over when Smith 
was caught on the long-off bound-
ary but captain Brian Lara (37) and 
wicketkeeper Ridley Jacobs (40 not 
out) added 53 for the sixth wicket 
off 53 balls to enable the tourists to 
post a reasonable total.

The South Africans also started 
well, with Martin van Jaarsveld and 
Loots Bosman putting on 52 for the 
first wicket before Bosman was leg 
before wicket to Mervyn Dillon in 
the 13th over.

Van Jaarsveld was caught at 
midwicket off Rampaul four balls 
later and the South African second 
stringers were unable to maintain 
any momentum afterwards, with 
McKenzie and Hashim Amla using 
up 13 overs in adding 41 for the 
third wicket.

SCOREBOARD
Final scoreboard of the limited-
overs tour match between South 
Africa A and the West Indies at 
Boland Park on Friday:
WEST INDIES

Gayle c Tsolekile b Boje 61

Chanderpaul c Tsolekile b Ngam 13

Wilkinson b Ontong 3

Powell b Ontong 11

Smith c Telemachus b Boje 35

Lara c Ontong b Kemp 37

Jacobs not out 40

Hurley c Van Jaarsveld b Ngam 3

Bradshaw c Ontong b Telemachus 
6

Dillon not out 5

Extras: (lb-5, nb-7, w-4) 16

Total: (For 8 wkts in 50 overs) 230

Fall of wickets: 1-58, 2-72, 3-97, 4-
115, 5-143, 6-196, 7-199, 8-210

Did not bat: Rampaul
Bowler O M R W

Kruger 6 0 33 0

Ngam 10 2 48 2

Telemachus 9 0 39 1

Ontong 10 0 27 2

Kemp 9 0 43 1

Boje 6 0 35 2
SOUTH AFRICA A

Van Jaarsveld c Hurley b Rampaul 
31

Bosman lbw b Dillon 20

Amla b Hurley 14

McKenzie run out (Powell) 51

Ontong hit wicket b Gayle 7

Kemp run out (Powell) 4

Boje c Smith b Rampaul 14

Tsolekile b Powell 2

Telemachus not out 8

Ngam lbw b Bradshaw 0

Kruger run out (Dillon) 0

Extras: (b-3, lb-4, nb-5, w-2) 14

Total: (All out in 45.3 overs) 165

Fall of wickets: 1-52, 2-52, 3-93, 4-
104, 5-111, 6-138, 7-151, 8-159, 9-
160
Bowler O M R W

Dillon 8 1 28 1

Bradshaw 10 1 39 1

Rampaul 10 2 23 2

Hurley 7.3 0 26 1

Gayle 7 0 27 1

Powell 3 0 15 1
Result: West Indies won by 65 
runs.

WI warm up well
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P R E C A D E T  C H I L D  C A R E  
SCHOOL: 64/10 in 21 overs (Tuhin 
25; Rana 2/10, Raihan 2/12 and 
Faisal 2/22). 

Result: Rayer Bazar High School 
won by 152 runs. 

SHAPLA KINDERGARTEN: 225/10 
in 34.1 overs (Rana 56, Imam 50, 
Russell 28, Sunny 28; Arif 3/16). 
MOON LIGHT KINDERGARTEN: 
83/10 in 20 overs (Amanat 17; Babu 
3/12 and Rana 2/17). 

Result: Shapla Kindergarten won 
by 142 runs. 
RENAISSANCE KINDERGARTEN: 
124/10 in 22.5 overs (Rubel 36, 
Russell 34 not out;  Badal 4/41 and 
Samrat 3/36). 
N U P U R  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  
SCHOOL: 125/2 in 17.5 overs (Antu 
29, Raju 28 not out, Reazudddin 25 
not out; Rubel 1/40). 

Result:  Nupur International 
School won by 8 wickets. 
RENAISSANCE INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL: 181/9 in 30.3 overs 
(Rumi 46, Johnny 22, Sajib 22; 
Imran 3/18, Hanif 3/45 and Arif 
2/38). 
GOLDEN FUTURE SCHOOL:  
129/9 in 25.4 overs (Imran 29, Rana 
25; Ronny 2/16 and Rumi 2/20). 

Result: Renaissance International 
School won by 52 runs. 

Rayer Bazar High
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pleased to have it."

England's decision to recon-
sider the tour brought an angry 
reaction from the game's govern-
ing body, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC), who have warned 
that England could face legal 
action and possible compensation 
payments if they pull out on politi-
cal grounds.

The ICC maintains that only 
security concerns can be used to 
justify the cancellation of tours.

There is however the precedent 
set by India, who have in recent 
years been unable to tour Pakistan 
because of orders from their gov-
ernment.

Eng decide later
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ner Virender Sehwag.

But  their  opportunity  to  
impress was fleeting and it was left 
to the right-handed Laxman and 
his partner Rahul Dravid to stem 
the tide of dismissals.

The pair took the Indian tally to 
137 before Dravid was dismissed 
for 56 -- caught by Blignaut off the 
bowling of Ray Price in the 27th 
over.

L a x m a n  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y  
appeared stiff and sore while run-
ning between the wickets after 
centuries both on Thursday night 
in Sydney and last Sunday in 
Brisbane. He went on to make a 
brilliant 131 off 138 deliveries.

In all he hit 13 fours and one 
booming six during his century -- 
his first in one-day internationals 
against a team other than Australia.

It was his fifth one-day century 
and his highest score, with his 
previous best being the 106 he 
recorded just two days ago.

SCOREBOARD
Final scoreboard of the triangular 
VB Series one-day international 
between India and Zimbabwe at 
the Adelaide Oval on Saturday:
INDIA

Bangar c Carlisle b Streak 0

Patel c Taibu b Streak 0

Laxman c Friend b Hondo 131

Ganguly c Ebrahim b Blignaut 1

Dravid c Blignaut b Price 56

Gavaskar c Blignaut b Hondo 54

Badani b Streak 5

Agarkar not out 12

Pathan not out 5

Extras: (lb-4, nb-4, w-8) 16

Total: (For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 280

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-3, 3-4, 4-137, 
5-255, 6-261, 7-271

Did not bat: Kartik, Balaji
Bowler O M R W

Streak 10 1 53 3

Blignaut 5 0 25 1

Ervine 6 0 48 0

Hondo 10 0 59 2

Price 10 0 43 1

Flower 9 0 48 0
ZIMBABWE

Sibanda c and b Balaji 12

Flower c Patel b Agarkar 10

Friend c Laxman b Agarkar 0

Carlisle c Kartik b Agarkar 109

Ervine run out 100

Blignaut c Laxman b Bangar 12

Streak not out 5

Ebrahim not out 2

Extras: (b-3, lb-12, w-12) 27

Total: (For 6 wkts in 50 overs) 277

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-25, 3-46, 4-
248, 5-261, 6-274

Did not bat: Taibu, Price, Hondo
Bowler O M R W

Agarkar 10 0 39 3

Pathan 10 0 47 0

Balaji 10 1 52 1

Bangar 8 0 42 1

Kartik 7 0 49 0

Ganguly 5 0 33 0

Result: India won by three runs.

Man-of-the-match: VVS Laxman.

Toss: India.

Next match: Australia v Zimbabwe, 
Jan 26.

India win 
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turnaround,"  sa id  the  new 
Bangladesh skipper.

While it was heartbreak for 
Mahmud, there were reasons to be 
delighted for four, who got a recall 
into the Test side. They are youn-
gest Test centurion Mohammad 
Ashraful, opener Al-Shahriar, a 
reborn Shahriar Hossain and left-
arm paceman Monjurul Islam.

Ashraful missed the home series 
against England due to poor form. 
Al-Shahriar was dropped after the 
Australia tour and Monjurul got the 
chop after the Pakistan tour.

For Shahriar, who got lost in the 
wilderness after playing in the 
inaugural Test against India in 
November 2000, it was a reward 
after his good showings in the first-
class competition of Pakistan, 
where he scored a double hundred 
and two fifties with the Bangladesh 
A team.

It was also a dream come true 
for left-arm Manjarul Islam, who is 
one of two new faces in the Test 
team. Making his one-day debut 
against England, Manjarul is also a 
very useful lower-order batsman. 
Right-arm seamer Tarek Aziz also 
played five one-day internationals, 
but never won a place in the five-
day game.

Bashar replaces 
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moment Mahmud had this to say: 
"The greatest moments in my 
career came when I walked to toss 
with my idol Steve Waugh in 
Australia and the triumph over 
Pakistan."

Mahmud's parting shot also 
exemplifies the character of a true 
leader as he walked out of 
Bangladesh cricket like a man 
defying all sorts of temptations in a 
midnight meeting with the Board 
officials. 

Walking off 
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