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RECOMMENDATIONS

Theatre

January 28

Vision Theatre premiéres its third
production Chourasta on January
28 at the Central Shahid Minar
premises at 6 pm. The drama is
written by Moloy Bhowmik and
directed by Rehana Yasmin.
Liyakat Ali Lucky and
Akteruzzaman of Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation will be
present at the opening show of
Chourasta.

Exhibitions

January 15-31

The 11th Asian Art Biennale is being
held at Osmani Memorial Hall,
Shilpa Kala Academy and National
Museum. The show will remain
open for all from 11 am to 7 pm
everyday.

January 13- February 12

Saju Art Gallery is holding the 50th
Grand Group Art Exhibition of
reputed Bangladeshi artists with
128 art works by 87 artists at the
gallery premises (F/40-41, DCC,
North Super Market 2nd Circle,
Gulshan). The display will remain
open for all from 10 am to 8:30 pm
everyday except Fridays.

January 07-29

DRIK Gallery is holding prestigious
photojournalistic ~exhibition titled
World Press Photo from January 4.
The display remains open for all
from 3 to 8 pm everyday.

January 18-27

Dhrupad Gallery holds an
exhibition titled Solo Oriental
Painting Exhibition by Cacoly at the
gallery premises (House- 36, Road-
5, Block- G, Banani). The display
will remain open for all from 10 am
to 8 pmeveryday.

January 19-29

Goethe-Institut will hold an
exhibition titled Along the Rivers by
German artist Hans Benda, starting
from Sunday at the exhbition hall.
The display will remain open from
2pm to 8pm everyday except
Fridays and Saturdays.

January 23-30

Mokhlesur Rahman's solo art
exhibition is being held at
Shilpangan Art Gallery (Road 5
House 25, Dhanmondi) from
January 23. Titled Ruposhi Bangla,
the exhibition is open for all from 10
amto9pm.

Folk Festival

January 20-26

Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
has arranged a weeklong folk
festival at the academy's National
Natyashala at 6:00 pm everyday.
The schedules are as below:
January 24

Bhikarir Chhele by Binodon
Natyadal of Tangail

January 25

Chameli Bala by Janata Jatra Unit
of Naraynganj

January 26

Shujan Beder Ghat by Bhodra Jatra
Unitof Shatkhira

(D Launching

January 24

Mustafa Zaman Abbasi:
Shonar Payra

January 25

Sumita Naha: Tomar Surer Dhara
January 26

Shaheen Samad: Abhisaar
January 27

Meeta Haque: Chirobondhu
Chironirbhor

Venue: Bengal Foundation
Time: 6:00 pm
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Going back to realism

Hans Beda's exhibition at Goethe Institut

Artist Hans Benda
Fayza HAQ

ANS Beda, explaininghow

he came to exhibit in

Bangladesh, says that he
met Shaheen Rashid from Bangla-
desh, who was the co-director of a
New York gallery and made the
contact with Dhaka's Goethe
Institut. He then showed his works
to Dr Markus Litz whom he met in
Cologne. This was followed with
the agreement to hold the exhibi-

tion.

As a child, Beda was more inter-
ested in music, and he used to play
the guitar for hours everyday. At 20,
he switched to painting and the
Academy of Fine Arts at Karlsruhe
accepted him. He used to be an
abstract painter before and came
back to figurative painting in 1998.
'The situation in art then in West
Europe was that all you could see
was installation, video or photogra-
phy. Painting almost disappeared
and critics said that there was noth-
ing more to do in painting. This to
me seemed absurd as painting has a
long history that goes back to the
cave art. I felt that as the critics
believed painting did not exist any
more, I was free to do what I
wanted.'

With an ironic attitude Benda
felt that he would use the oldest
European painting technique, like
oil on wood panel and the oldest
clicheslike the female portraits and
landscape. 'Tt is strange that today
painting is coming back very
strongly in London, Belgium or
Germany. Painting will not end: it
is like a pendulum that comes and
goes.'

Benda paints as the first thing to

do in a day and he is very regular.
When he works, he seldom allows

Moving Home, oil on wood

Departure, oil on wood

anyone to come in. When he does
his portraits, he has no sitters as
most of them are done from photos.
There are many layers of colours
and the photo is just to make the
first sketch after which the painting
may change dramatically and may
have little resemblance to the origi-
nal photo, for the tones, colours and
textures become totally different. As
regards the landscape, some of
them too are from photos but some
are invented and inspired by long
walks in the reservation. Asrents are
cheap in the area of Belgium where
he lives, survival as an artist is not
difficult for him. Once in a while he
manages to make trips to USA and
Japan.

One of his portraits displays a lot
of gray and rose colours, which are
Benda's favourite shades. A land-
scape with trees and caravans
presents a camping place close to
wherehelives.

Benda has always wanted to
bring in some universal feelings in
his exhibition and, coming to
Bangladesh, realised that rivers
form an important part of life here.
Some of his paintings include
rivers as the one portraying the
docks in Cologne. Another paint-
ing brings in a house on a boat and
is connected to the camping pic-
ture entitled Moving home. Con-

nected to departure is the painting
of the wash being put out to dry and
being seen from inside a closed
room. With the same theme is the
portrait of a woman standing in
front of a pile of suitcases, thinking
of moving.

Someone sent him a photo-
graph of a river scene in Bangla-
desh and the next painting is devel-
oped on this. Another painting is
based on the gathering of golden
clouds as seen from above the sky,
sittingin an airplane. Yet another is
an imaginary island, washed in
sweeps of gray, merging with pale
blue and pink.

Contrary to the expressionist
painters, he wants to disappear
behind his paintings. They will last
long, even when he is gone. The
pictures are more than landscapes
and portraits of women. They bring
in feelings and emotions, seen in
fragments.

Benda's paintings have an
element of melancholia flowing
through them as in the use of gray.
Benda uses delicate brush strokes
recovering the technique of the old
Flemish masters.

Hans Benda has exhibited in
Japan, Europeand USA. He hashad
ten solo exhibitions and has taken
partin11jointdisplays.
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The Baily Star

Shimul Yusuft brings out new
album Shimuler Gaan

NOVERA DEEPITA

HIEFLY known as a theatre

activist, Shimul Yusuff is

also quite famous as a

singer. Recently she has
brought outherlatest music collec-
tion. Veteran poet Shamsur
Rahman launched the album
Shimuler Gaan at the Liberation
War Museum onJanuary 22.

Presented by World Music, the
collection contains 17 songs
including Rabindra Sangeet,
Nazrul Sangeet, Lalon's songs and
a few 'Modern' ones. With the
music of distinguished musicians
like Kamol Dasgupta, Abdul Latif,
Altaf Mahmud, Sheikh Lutfar
Rahman, Khan Ataur Rahman,
Samar Das and Mohammad
Shahnewaz in Modern songs, the
album's songs have gain an
impressive height. The lyrics of
these songs are also written by
noted personalities like Abdul
Gaffar Choudhury, Fazle Lohani,
Dr. Enamul Haque and
Nuruzzaman Sheikh.

Shimul Yusuff, who started
singingas a child artiste long ago, is
a versatile talent in the cultural
field in our country. Staring with
Jhoreloelo jhorin the earlier period
of her singing career through the
latest Joy shotyer joy, she has made
aunique style ofher own in music.

The album contains three

el | o i

Poet Shamsur Rahman holds up the CD album Shimuler Gaan at the launch-

ing ceremony. (From right) Ezaz Khan Swapan of Music World, Shahnewaz,
the music director of the album, Shimul Yusuff are also seen in the picture.

Rabindra Sangeet--Tumi nirmal
karo, Aji jhorer ratey and Tuire
Basanta shomiran. The Nazrul
songs are Tepantorer mathey and
Srijano chhandey. Shimul, how-
ever, hasnotbeen able to do justice
to these classic pieces of Bangla
music.

The song that will surely win the
audience's heart is Jhor elo elo jhor.
The rendition is so spontaneous

that it reveals Shimul's true self as a
singer.

The programme was attended
by cultural personalities including
artist Rafiqunnabi and music
director of the album Shahnewaz.
Among others, owner of World
Music Ezaz Khan Swapan was also
present on the occasion. Popular
actor Pijush Bandyopadhyay
anchored the whole programme.

ATN Bangla to air a comic play

ERSHAD KAMOL

the matchmaker. Finally, she wins her beloved. And

the play ends with a festive mood of a marriage cere-

Uchcha Bongshio Patro Chai, a comedy by Faruk -

Ahmed, will be telecast on ATN Bangla on January 26 at

8:50pm.

Directed by Shahiduzzaman Selim, the story of the
play presents Moyna, the daughter of a chairman, in
love with Mojnu of the same village. She adopts a
clever approach to manage her father who is an ill-
tempered man. She pretends that she is in love with
someone else to confuse her father. When her father
seeks the help of a matchmaker, Moyna offers bribe to

-

Ben Affleck, J.Lo break off relationship

AP, New York

HE on-again, off-again relationship

between Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez

is off. Again. And this time, it looks like
it's for good. Jennifer Lopez ended the
engagement, one of her publicists told The
Associated Press on Thursday. A spokesman for
Lopez at Dan Klores Communications said in a
statement: "I am confirming the reports that
Jennifer Lopez has ended her engagement to
Ben Affleck. At this difficult time, we ask thatyou

respectherprivacy."

People and Us Weekly magazines first re-
ported the breakup on their Web sites Thursday
afternoon. Affleck's publicist, Ken Sunshine,
would only say: "As usual, we never comment

onthe privatelives of our clients."

Lopez, 34, and Affleck, 31, have been the
subject of near-constant media scrutiny for the

pastyearandahalf.

In the video for Lopez's 2002 hit Jenny From
the Block, in which she makes fun of the
paparazzi, Affleck rubs her legendary posterior
while basking in the sunshine on a boat. In
another song from her album This Is Me ...
Then, titled Dear Ben, she professes her affec-

Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez are seen at the
premiere of their film Gigli last July in Los
Angeles. Their on-again, off-again relationship

diamond

ary2001.

But then their romantic comedy, Gigli, was
considered the cinematic disaster of the year
before it even debuted in August. They were
supposed to have married a month later, but
abruptly postponed their lavish plans "due to
the excessive media attention surrounding
ourwedding."

Since then, the media has followed their
every move, keeping track of who Lopez was
with and whether she wore her 6.1-carat pink

Harry Winston engagement ring.

Even a routine trip to a Georgia courthouse to
get a gun license for Affleck drew a horde of
photographers and celebrityreporters.

This would have been the first wedding for
Affleck. Lopezhasbeen married twice before--
to waiter Ojani Noa in 1997 and to dancer Cris
Judd in 2001. Noa lasted a little more than a
year; Judd for nine months.

She also famously dated Sean "P. Diddy"
Combs--back when he was still "Puffy"--for
two years before the couple broke up in Febru-

Now the former couple will appear on
screen together again in Jersey Girl, due out
March 19. Lopez plays Affleck’s wife, but she
dies 12 minutes into the movie.

Lucky twosome

Rani strikes a hit formula with Big B!

HINDUSTANTIMES

Amitabh Bachchan and Rani
Mukerji have hit upon a formula
for 'making' a film successful. The
two stars have realised any film
they see in the same preview show
is a hit! Two recent examples are
Koi... Mil Gaya and Kal Ho Naa Ho.
What's more, as Bachchan told
Rani: "You should always sit to my
left because you were seated to my
leftin both shows."

The Black co-stars recently saw
Khakee together. Although Rani
was seeing the film for the first
time, it was Bachchan's third
viewing. And yes, the two were
seated together with Rani on
Bachchan's left! If Khakee clicks,
we'll have producers queuing up
outside the homes of the two stars,
to invite them for trial shows!

Reclusive former ABBA star
Agnetha Faltskog has fueled
rumours that the 70s supergroup is
on the verge of reforming after
signing up to record her first album
in 17 years. The Swedish singer has
signed a worldwide deal with
Warner Music Scandinavia and has
returned to the studio to record an

tion for Affleck. appears to be off again. album of cover songs.
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