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STAR Sports
Australian Open

Men's/Women's second round
Live at 6 am & 2.30 pm

Sportsline  
Sports News
Live at 8 pm

ESPN
VB Cricket Series

Australia v India
Live at 8.30 am
Sportscentre
Sports News
Live 8.30 pm

Geoff Boycott confused both scorers and 
umpires when he took strike at the wrong 
end following a drinks interval in an 
England-Australia Test at Sydney in 
December 1979.  

Patron's Trophy (Day-4)

Bangladesh A vs Khan Research 

Laboratory 
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1. Who won the 25th National 

W o m e n ' s  C h e s s  

Championship title?

  Shabana Parveen    Rani Hamid    Zakia 

Sultana

       

2. Who lifted the Hopman Cup 

tennis title?

       Australia           America         

Russia   

3. Steve Waugh has played how 

many  Test matches?

          132                   168                       200

4. David Seaman quit football at 

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Jan 30, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 205

Steve Waugh
(Former Australian Test captain)
"I felt physically very sick this morn-
ing when I heard the news. It really 
is terrible."
On hearing the news of David 
Hookes's death.

Klusener back
in SA fold
 AFP, Centurion

Lance Klusener has a chance to get 
"back on the bus", according to 
South African captain Graeme 
Smith, who earlier this year 
accused the all-rounder of being a 
"disruptive influence".

Klusener was Tuesday named in 
a South African one-day interna-
tional squad for the first time since 
he was dropped after the 2003 
World Cup.

He was picked for a 14-man 
squad for the first two of five lim-
ited-

SEE PAGE 14 COL 1

CRICINFO, undated

Brian Lara has denied reports that 
he overruled Viv Richards, West 
Indies' chief selector, by changing 
his team moments before the toss 
at the start of the fourth Test at 
Centurion.

In his column for the Trinidad 
Express, Lara said that he had great 
respect for Richards and that to 
"consider disrespecting him is 
unthinkable".

Neil Manthorp, writing for 
Wisden CricInfo, said that Lara 
reinstated fast bowler Mervyn 
Dillon to the starting XI even 
though Richards had insisted on 
his omission.

"Lara asked him [Graeme 
Smith] whether he was carrying a 
pen," wrote Manthorp. "A per-
plexed Smith looked in his pocket, 
found a pen and offered it to Lara. 
Odd became odder when Lara 
asked Smith to make the change 

himself, holding the teamsheet and 
requesting that Smith put a line 
through Adam Sanford's name and 
write 'Dillon' in its place. A dazed 
Smith duly did as he was told."

Lara insisted that the decision to 

play Dillon rather than Sanford 
came about because of the state of 

the pitch.

"After looking at the pitch, I 
noticed that there were visible 
cracks and moisture, which would 
have worked in Dillon's favour, 
because of his height," wrote Lara. 
"Sir Viv was not there and he had to 
be contacted. When I reached him, 
he agreed and, as you know, Dillon 
was selected."

Lara added that the article was 
penned by a foreign journalist 
(Manthorp is a leading South 
African cricket writer), although 
Tony Cozier, writing on the series 
for various Caribbean-based 
n e w s p a p e r s ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
Manthorp's version of events had 
supporters. He wrote: "Individuals 
who were in the middle when the 
toss was made have confirmed the 
report that Lara did belatedly alter 
the team-sheet."

Ricky Skerritt, the West Indian 
team manager, refused to confirm 
or deny the matter. "I am out of the 
loop as far as team selection is 
concerned," he said. "You would 
have to ask Brian or Sir Viv."

Lara's denial

AFP, Brisbane

Indian vice-captain Rahul Dravid's 
ball-tampering fine after a one-day 
match against Zimbabwe arose 
from a silly mistake caused by 
sticky fingers, not a deliberate 
attempt to cheat, Indian coach 
John Wright said Wednesday.

Dravid was fined 50 per cent of 
his match fee by International 
Cricket Council (ICC) match ref-
eree Clive Lloyd after television 
pictures showed him rubbing a 
yellow lozenge on the shiny side of 
the white ball during India's victory 
over Zimbabwe in Brisbane on 
Tuesday.

Dravid was charged under 
clause 2.10 of the ICC's code of 
conduct, which deals with "chang-
ing the condition of the ball" but 
escaped the maximum penalty of a 
two-match ban.

"ICC (International Cricket 
Council) match referee Clive Lloyd 
found Dravid guilty of a Level 2 
offence and imposed a Level 2 
penalty (of) 50 per cent of his 
match fee for a breach of the code 
of conduct," Cricket Australia (CA) 
said in a statement released on 
Wednesday.

"Dravid attended a hearing after 
the match and was subsequently 

informed of the penalty," CA said.

Wright said the batsman, who 
has enjoyed an exceptional tour in 
Australia, had been applying saliva 
to the ball when fragments of an 
energy lozenge he was chewing 
stuck to his fingers.

"It was an innocent mistake," 

Wright told reporters. "He was 
applying saliva to the ball and what 
happened was the saliva was col-
oured with that sweet and he wiped 
it off because he knew immediately 
that it was only supposed to be 
saliva or perspiration.

"Rahul knew it straightaway and 

that's why you could see he tried to 
wipe it clean  it's a silly thing but 
that's exactly how it happened."

Wright said Dravid's reputation 
as one of the game's gentlemen 
should not be tarnished by the 
affair.

"He's one of those characters 
you want playing cricket," he said. 
"He's everything that the game 
needs.

"If anything with this day and 
age everyone knows what Rahul 
Dravid is all about and what he 
stands for.

"It was one of those things that 
happens, it's not as though he 
applied anything consciously to 
the cricket ball."

Dravid was unable to comment 
on the incident because of ICC 
regulations but his captain Saurav 
Ganguly described it as "just an 
accident".

A u s t r a l i a n  c a p t a i n  R i c k y  
Ponting said his team was well 
aware of the issue of ball tampering 
and it was up to the ICC to deal with 
any such matters quickly and 
decisively.

"I don't think you'll see us doing 
anything like that," he told ABC 
radio.

A spokesman for the Zimbabwe 
team declined to comment.

Australia will meet India in the 
next match of the tri-nation series 
in Sydney on Thursday.

Wright defends Dravid
Indian star fined for ball-tampering

AFP, Sydney

Australian captain Ricky Ponting 
has thrown his weight behind the 
selection of out-of-form speedster 
Brett Lee for the sell-out triangular 
VB Series one-day international 
cricket match against India at the 
S y d n e y  C r i c k e t  G r o u n d  o n  
Thursday.

Lee was belted for a record 83 
runs from 10 overs in his last outing 
against India in Brisbane last 
Sunday   the most runs conceded 
by bowler in a one-day match in 
Australia.

Yet Australian selectors are 
persisting with the man rated one 
of the fastest bowlers on the planet 
and Ponting has backed the move.

Ponting said on Wednesday he 
had spoken to Lee about his form, 
advising him he wasn't bowling the 
right length.

He said he had spent time in the 
nets with the bowler trying to fix 
the problem.

"He'll take the new ball tomor-
row and he'll bowl well," Ponting 
said.

Ponting said Lee's length had 
been either too full or too short in 
Brisbane.

"He wasn't hitting the in-
between length that he has done so 
well in the last couple of years in 
both one-day and Test cricket  I let 
him know that and he worked hard 
on that," Ponting said.

"He had a good solid bowl to me 
in the nets and bowled well to me 
so I'm sure we'll see him do that 
tomorrow."

Ponting said the Australian 
starting XI hadn't been decided but 
the 12 for the match had been 
determined, with spinner Brad 
Hogg missing out.

New South Wales batsman 
Simon Katich will open the batting 
after being called in to replace the 

brilliant Matthew Hayden, who is 
being rested.

Both teams are assured of mak-
ing the next month's finals of the 
tri-nation series which also 
includes Zimbabwe but Ponting 
conceded India had the edge 
following a drawn Test series 
against Australia and victory in 
their last one-day encounter.

"It's been a very good, even 
contest between the two teams 
right through the summer in both 
Test and one-day cricket and we'd 
like to get our noses back in front 
before the finals," Ponting said.

He admitted Australia had 
struggled to keep a lid on India's 
talented batting line-up but 
believed the tourists were due to 
fail soon.

"The stand-out thing so far is 
how well they've batted, their 
batters haven't given us a chance, 
really," he said.

"We probably haven't bowled as 
well as we can and our execution of 
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Selectors believe BrettFine Fahim
SPORTS REPORTER

A four-wicket haul by off-spinner 
Fahim Muntasir held back Khan 
Research Laboratory (KRL) in their 
first innings on a rain interrupted 
third day of the four-day Patron's 
Trophy match at the UBL ground in 
Karachi yesterday.

Only 30 overs' play was possible 
on the day after the second day of 
the match on Tuesday was also 
called off without a ball being 
bowled because of rain.

Fahim returned figures of four 
for 38 in 9 overs as the local side 
ended the day on 160 for 5 in reply 
to Bangladesh A's 198 on the first 
day. KRL resumed the day on 11 for 
no loss.

Another spinner Jamaluddin 
Babu picked up the other wicket 
conceding 41 runs in 11 overs.

Saeed Anwar Junior hammered 
a quickfire 76 off 75 balls and 
Mohammed Ramzan scored 34 off 
50 balls for the home team.

SCORES IN BRIEF

BANGLADESH A: First innings 
198 all out in 84.3 overs (Rashedul 
Haq 19,  Moniruzzaman 45,  
Nasiruddin 64 not out, Tushar 
Imran 1, Halim Shah 0, Mazharul 
Haq 42, Anwar Hossain 3, Fahim 
Muntasir 0, Monjurul 0, Gazi 
Alamgir 1; Arafat 4-26, Faisal Afridi 
1-47, Saeed Ajmal 5-50)

KRL: First innings 160 for 5 wkts 
in 33 overs (Saeed Anwar Jr 76, 
Mohammed Ramzan 34, Sayed Bin 
Naser 21, Ali Nagbi 12, Yasir Arafat 
8, Intekhab Alam 4, Julfiqur 1; 
Jamaluddin 1-41, Fahim Muntasir 
4-38)

Alamgir shines 
in schools 
cricket
SPORTS REPORTER

Alamgir hit the day's highest score 
in the Dhaka Metropolis Zone 
Standard Chartered 22nd National 
Cricket Championship matches 
yesterday as Mipur Residential 
High School recorded a comfort-
able 71-run victory over Sourav 
S m r i t i  H i g h  S c h o o l  a t  t h e  
Dhanmondi Club ground.

Mirpur Residential amassed 229 
for 7 in stipulated 35 overs, riding 
on Alamgir's 83, after deciding to 
bat.

In reply, Sourav Smriti were 
bundled out for 158 runs in only 
26.5 overs.

Mirpur Laboratory School, 
Sultan Mulla Adarsha High School, 
MDC Model Institute and Labora-
tory Public School also won their 
respective matches with ease at 
different city venues.

Mirpur Laboratory bowled out 
Mirpur Adarsha Biddyaniketon for 
72 runs, inflicting a 87-run defeat, 
when they were replying to their 
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B'baria cricket
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Brahmanbaria

Surjo Tarun Club and Udayan Club 
won their respective matches in 
the Sanjida Cup cricket tourna-
ment at the Shahjadapur Junior 
High School playground yesterday.

Surjo Tarun defeated Titas Club 
by 5 runs in the first match. They 
scored 95 runs in stipulated 50 
overs after deciding to bat first. In 
reply, Titas Cricket Club were 
bundled out for 90 runs.

Udayan beat Chalantika Club 
by 10 runs.

They scored 105 before being all 
out after deciding to bat first. In 
reply, Chalantika Club managed 95 
runs in allotted 30 overs.

Pallab leads
SPORTS REPORTER

Shawkat Hossain Pallab took a solo 
lead in the preliminary round of 
the Singer 30th National Chess 
Championship after end of the 
sixth round at chess federation's 
hall room yesterday.

Pallab of Bangladesh Ansars 
raised his collection to 5.5 points 
after beating Bishwajit Mondal in 
the sixth round board.

FIDE Masters Sheikh Nasir 
Ahmed and Khandokar Aminul 
Islam, Abdul Malek, Aminul Islam 
Palash and Arman Monir followed 
the leader with five points each.

In the sixth round, Nasir beat 
Anwar, Palash beat Chanchal, 
Arman beat Uten, Lavlu bat 
Khurshed, Deboraj beat Aminul, 
Amin drew with Malek and Shakil 
shared points with Reza.

Seventh round games start 
today at 3pm at the same venue.

RAHUL DRAVID

PHOTO: STAR

US Ambassador Harry K Thomas ( R ) talks to State Minister for Youth and Sports Fazlur Rahman during a meeting at 
the Bangladesh Secretariat yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR 

NO ENTRY: An official stands beside a locked gate at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday. The Dhaka 
Mahanagari Football League Committee (DMFLC) has suspended the league until January 24 following a violent 
protest by loyal Mohammedan supporters.

PHOTO: STAR

Faris Khatib of Great Britain makes a double fisted return against Solmon 
Island's Mycheal Leong during their Sheltech Group 3 Bangladesh 
International Junior Championship boy's singles quarterfinal clash at the 
National Tennis Complex yesterday.

BRIAN LARA

SPORTS 
REPORTER

B o t h  t o p  

s e e d s  o f  

t h e  

S h e l t e c h  

G r o u p - 3  

Banglades

h 

Internatio

nal Junior 

T e n n i s  

Champion

s h i p  h a d  

c o n t r a s t-

i n g  

quarterfin

al results at 

the Ramna 

N a t i o n a l  

T e n n i s  

C o m p l e x  

yesterday.    

B o y ' s  

n u m b e r  

o n e  

M y c h a e l  

L e o n g  o f  

t h e  

S o l m o n  

I s l a n d s  

c r a s h e d  

out to red-

hot Briton 

F a r i s  

Khatib in a 

t h r e e -

setter but 

top 1ndian 

g i r l  

M a d u r a  

Ranganath

a n  

m a r c h e d  

i n t o  t h e  

l a s t  f o u r  

defeating 

s e v e n t h  

s e e d e d  

c o m p a-

t r i o t  

Gangothri 

Sandri 6-4, 

6-4. 

Unhera

l d e d  G K  

Shweta of 

I n d i a  

joined her 

i n  t h e  

semifinals 

after  she 

s t o p p e d  

Rajshahi-

leg  g ir ls '  

s i n g l e s  

w i n n e r  

and f i f th  

s e e d  

K a r t i k i  

Bhat with a 

c l o s e -

fought 7-6, 

6-2. 

F a r i s ,  

the son of a 

Lebanese  

father who 

married an 

I r i s h  

w o m a n ,  

was at the 

t o p  h i s  

g a m e  i n  

the match-

up of the 

round. The 

g o l d e n -

h a i r e d  

L o n d o n -

based 16-

y e a r - o l d ,  

c u r r e n t l y  

ranked 135 

on the ITF 

j u n i o r  

c i r c u i t ,  

s h o w e d  

t h a t  h i s  

victory last 

w e e k  a t  

R a j s h a h i  

was no co-

incidence 

with a 6-2, 

1 - 6 ,  6 - 2  

win. 

T h e  

Briton now 

s e t  u p  a  

semif inal  

Mixed day for top guns 

SPORTS REPORTER

The fate of the 
o n g o i n g  
Western Union 
Premier Division 
Football League 

has been thrown into fresh turmoil 
after the Dhaka Mahanagari 
Football  League Committee 
(DMFLC), organisers of the capi-
tal's football, deferred the champi-
onship by two days yesterday.

The DMFLC in an emergency 
meeting last night, decided to halt 
the league until January 24 after the 
referees declined to officiate in 
future matches unless they were 
guaranteed adequate security.

The Referees Association in a 
letter to the DMFLC protested an 
attack on the association's office at 
the Maulana Bhasani Stadium by a 
group of alleged Mohammedan 
supporters on Tuesday night. 
E a r l i e r  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y ,  
Mohammedan fans had invaded 
the Sher-e-Bangla National  
Stadium in Mirpur and prevented 
two matches of the league from 
taking place. Sheikh Russell were 
scheduled to play the day's first 
match against Badda Jagarani 
while table-toppers Brothers 
Union were due to take on 
Dhanmondi in the second fixture. 

The matches were rescheduled 
for yesterday but the unavailability 

of the referees meant that no 
matches could be held for the 
second day running. 

Mohammedan are demanding 
that the DMFLC reconsider its 
decision to award Muktijoddha 
Sangsad Krira Chakra full points 
from last Thursday's unfinished 
clash between the two. The club 
also want other disciplinary mea-
sures taken against them revoked.  

D M F L C  j o i n t - s e c r e t a r y  
Asfaruzzaman Sohrab said after 
the emergency meeting that they 
would ensure proper security for 
referees and match officials within 
the next two days so that they feel 
comfortable in running the 
matches.

Besides, it was also agreed that 
the DMFLC president and secre-
tary will sit with Mohammedan 
a n d  B a n g l a d e s h  F o o t b a l l  
Federation (BFF) officials to try and 
find an amicable settlement to the 
stalemate. Mohammedan have 
threatened not to participate in the 
next round of matches unless the 
DMFLC listened to their demands.

Secretary of the referees associ-
ation Ibrahim Nessar made an 
emotional appeal to the authorities 
yesterday for their protection. 

"We feel totally insecure on the 
ground these days as we are fre-
quently being attacked by players, 
officials and the supporters. Police 

are also not giving us full protec-
tion. That's why we have been 
forced to stop officiating as we fear 
for our lives," said Nessar.

"The family of referee Tayeb 
Hasan have seen on television how 
he was kicked by Muktijoddha 
midfielder Tushar last week. I've 
heard that his minor son has 
pleaded with Tayeb not to referee 
any game again," added Nessar. 

N e s a r  s a i d  t h a t  r e f e r e e  
Ramkrishna Ghosh, who officiated 
t h e  f a t e f u l  M o h a m m e d a n -
Muktijoddha match, couldn't even 
come out of his house as some 
unruly fans had threatened him 
with dire consequences. Ghosh's 
effigy was also burnt during the 
invasion of the Sher-e-Bangla 
Stadium.

DMFLC president Abdur Rahim 
condemned the attack on the 
referees association office and said 
that it was impossible to change 
the league committee's verdict on 
Mohammedan whom they have 
declared 0-2 losers  against  
Muktijoddha and also deducted a 
point from their collection for 
refusing to play the last six minutes 
of Thursday's match.       

M e a n w h i l e ,  t o p  P r e m i e r  
Division clubs have vehemently 
opposed the idea of the DMFLC to 
stop the league.
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Premier Div stopped
Referees demand security
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