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Balid founding 

anniversary
 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

B a n g l a d e s h  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  
Librarians, Information Scientists 
and Documentalists (Balid) will 
celebrate its 18th founding anni-
versary on Friday.

A colourful procession and the 
installation ceremony of newly 
elected executive committee of 
Balid will be held on the day.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition in 
Parliament and Awami League 
President Sheikh Hasina yesterday 
called upon the people to forge 
greater unity against BNP-Jamaat 
alliance. 

She was speaking as chief guest 
at a meeting to condole the death 
of  journalist Manik Chandra Saha   
at Shaheed Hadis Park.  Khulna 
district and city units of Awami 
League organised the meeting. 

Hasina said the present govern-
ment was not elected by the peo-
ple. In fact, the BNP and the Jamaat 
seized  power by rigging the 
October 1 general election, she 
added. 

Hasina blamed Matiur Rahman 
Nizami for his failure as agriculture 
minister and said he will show the 

same performance as industries 
minister. 

She said another Jamaat leader, 
who is not an MP, has been made 
social welfare minister. He also did 
nothing for the welfare of the 
people, she added. 

The AL chief said the prime 
minister cannot avoid the conse-
quences of  appointing an accused 
in a murder case as a cabinet minis-
ter.

She said the government had 
already looted Tk 11,000 crore 
through corrupt practices. 

Presided over by Khulna City AL 
P r e s i d e n t  T a l u k d e r  A b d u l  
Khaleque MP, the condolence 
meeting was also addressed by 
Presidium Member Begum Motia 
C h o w d h u r y ,  C e n t r a l  J o i n t -
Secretary Obaidul Kader, Central 

Unite against BNP-Jamaat
alliance : Hasina 

Patuakhali Science and Technology University (PSTU) has published the 
results of admission test for the academic session of 2003-04, says a press 
release.

The deadlines for admission are January 22 without late fee and 
January 28 with late fee. 

PSTU admission test results 

President of Jubo League Jahangir 
Kabir Nanak, Mirza Azam MP and 
former Whip Mostofa Rashidi 
Shuja.

Meanwhile, Hasina made a 
commitment yesterday to donate 
Tk one lakh to 'Manik Saha Family 
Welfare Fund.' 

She also took the responsibility 
for the publication of a book titled 
'Swadhinatar Rakta Siri' by Manik 
Saha. 

He could not publish the book 
due to financial constraints, said 
the family sources. 

Manik once asked for financial 
help from Hasina to publish the 
book, the sources added. 

The prize distribution ceremony of East West University Foundation Day Art 
Competition was held on its campus in the city on Monday. Professor Aminul 
Islam of Dhaka University distributed prizes among the winners.

Dr CM Dilwar Rana, president of Dr Md Ibrahim Memorial Parishad, speaks at 
the annual general meeting of the Parishad in the city recently.

Drama
English Department Drama Society of 
Dhaka University will perform a musical 
presentat ion of Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge's classic creation 'The Rime 
of the Ancient Mariner' directed by 
Tahmina Ahmed, associate professor of 
t he  depa r tmen t .  Venue :  TSC 
auditorium. Time: 4.00pm and 6.00pm. 
The shows are open to all.

US trade show 
The opening ceremony of US Trade 
Show 2004 will be held with Foreign 
Minister M Morshed Khan as chief 
guest. Venue: Hotel Sheraton. Time: 
10.00am.

Rally 
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote will hold a 
rally to protest the killing of eminent 
journalist Manik Saha of Khulna. Venue: 
Central Shaheed Minar. Time: 4.30pm.

Meeting
Deliver Bangladesh, logistics for health 
and family planning programme, will 
hold an opinion sharing meeting with 
media personalities. Venue: National 
Press Club. Time: 12.00 noon.

Film show
Academy Film Society will screen an 
American film titled 'Dead Poets 
Society'. Venue: Society auditorium, 
21/C Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

Drama festival
Dhaka Theatre Mancha organises a 
week-long drama festival to mark its 
15th founding anniversary. On the 
inaugural day, Gharjamai will be staged. 
Venue: Mohila Samity auditorium. Time: 
4.30pm. 

Prize giving ceremony
The annual prize giving ceremony and 
cultural function of South Point School 
and College will be held. Venue: T& T 
field, Mohakhali. Time: 9.30am. 

Ananda mela
The opening ceremony of a two-day 
Ananda Mela, organised by Officers' 
Club, Dhaka will be held with Women 
and Children Affairs Minister Begum 
Khurshid Jahan as chief guest. Venue:  
Club premises, Bailey Road. Time: 
10.00am.

Roundtable
A roundtab le  on 'Trans i t  and 
transhipment and their economic 
implications', organised by Bangladesh 
Institute of Law and International Affairs 
(BILIA), will be held. Venue: BILIA 
audi tor ium,  Dhanmondi .  Time:  
10.00am.
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UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh will receive 150 million 
pounds sterling (about Tk 1554 
crore) in grants from the UK in 
eight years for implementing two 
projects for the development of 
primary education and livelihood 
in chars.

Of the amount, 100 million 
pounds will go for supporting the 
s e c o n d  p h a s e  o f  P r i m a r y  
E d u c a t i o n  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Programme (PEDP-II), a US$ 1.86 
billion venture with 67 percent 
contribution from the government 
of Bangladesh.

The programme is aimed at 
improving quality of primary 
education by developing the teach-
ing profession, improving access to 
teaching materials, recruiting and 
training more teachers and 
increasing numbers of classrooms. 

It will provide 17 million chil-
dren a year with quality primary 
education through 11 categories of 
school.

The other British grant of 50 
million pounds will be spent on 
'Chars Livelihoods Programme', 
aimed at delivering improved 
social services, providing sustain-
able livelihoods and building 
better infrastructure for char-
dwellers in the riverside areas of 
five districts of the northern 
Jamuna. 

The project will be implemented 
in two phases during 2003-04 to 
2010-2011 in 149 unions of 28 
upazilas of Kurigram, Gaibandha, 
Bogra, Sirajganj and Jamalpur dis-
tricts.

British Minister for International 
Development Gareth Thomas and 
ERD Secretary Mirza Tassaduq 
Hussain Beg signed two agreements 
for the projects yesterday.  

Tk 1554cr British grants for 
pry edn, char livelihood 

PHOTO: STAR

Communist Party of Bangladesh held a national convention at Paltan Maidan in the city yesterday protesting price 
hike of essentials, crimes, corruption, unemployment, misrule, and communalism. 
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