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Ronaldo starts celebrating after equalising against Betis at the Ruiz de 
Lopera stadium in Sevilla on January 18.

United get Saha 
GUARDIAN, London

Louis Saha will become Manchester 
United's third signing since the 
transfer window opened when he 
travels to Old Trafford for a medical 
examination this week.

A 10-million pound deal was 
confirmed on Sunday night, 
although Saha, 25, was actually told 
last Tuesday and has been house-
hunting since. On Sunday he 
described it as a "dream move". 

Fulham reacted angrily last week 
when Saha announced the transfer 
had been all but completed before 
they could break the news them-
selves. However, the denials, accusa-
tions and half-truths finally made 

way for a public admission from the 
club's owner Mohamed Al Fayed 
that the transfer had been agreed "in 
principle". 

Saha still has to agree personal 
terms but that should not be a prob-
lem for a club of United's wealth and 
he will join his new team-mates for 
training when they return from a 
four-day break in Dubai on 
Thursday. The French forward is 
Cup-tied for Sunday's fourth-round 
tie at Northampton Town but should 
make his debut at home to 
Southampton the fol lowing 
Saturday. 

Using their favoured agent Pini 
Zihavi and Saha's own Belgium-
based representatives, United ver-
bally agreed an offer with Fulham six 
days ago and have spent the past few 
days finalising the structure of the 
payments, the agents' share and 
possible top-up fees. 

Roger Milla's 
wife killed
AFP, Yaounde

Cameroon football legend Roger 
Milla's wife has died from injuries 
sustained in a traffic accident here 
last week, her family confirmed on 
Monday. 

Marie Evelyn Milla, 39, was 
involved in a collision last  
Wednesday as she travelled with 
her husband to Mvomeka, 220Km 
south of here, for an audience with 
Cameroon President Paul Biya. 
Her husband was in a separate car. 

She was treated in a local hospi-
tal and then transferred to a hospi-
tal in the French capital Paris, but 
never came out of a coma. 

The couple, married in 1984, 
had two children - a 20-year-old 
son and a daughter aged 14. 

Princess Haya
and Co. to take 
on Chelsea!
AFP, Amman

Royal princess Haya al-Hussein, 
the half-sister of King Abdallah II of 
Jordan, will skipper the first Pan-
Arabic women's team in a one-off 
match against the women's team 
of English Premiership side 
Chelsea. 

The match has been pencilled 
in for February 5 in Dubai and is 
the brainchild of the soccer-mad 
princess who has already made a 
name for herself by representing 
Jordan in horseriding at the 2000 
Olympics in Sydney. 

The 30-year-old Princess Haya 
is the daughter of the late King 
Hussein. 

Her love of football is well 
known and the princess openly 
encourages the sport in Jordan, 
where she has also recently 
announced the forming of the first 
women's national football team. 

The team to face Chelsea 
women will be composed of play-
ers from the surrounding Arab 
countries. 

TOP SIX
English Premiership table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn, 
lost, goals for, goals against, points): 

Arsenal 22  15   7   0   42  14 52 
Man Utd  22  16   2   4   40  15 50 
Chelsea  22  14   4   4   40  17 46 
Charlton 22  10   7   5   31  23 37 
Liverpool   21   9   5   7   31  23 32 
Fulham  21   9   4   8   33  29 31 

AFP, London

Arsenal jumped back to the top of 
the Premiership on Sunday but 
their beaten opponents Aston Villa 
claimed that neither of their goals 
were valid. 

Thierry Henry scored twice in 
Arsenal's 2-0 win at Villa Park that 
saw Arsene Wenger's men take a 
t w o - p o i n t  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  
Manchester United, who crashed 
to the surprise defeat of the season 
at struggling Wolves on Saturday. 

Both of Henry's goals angered 
Villa. His first, in the 29th minute, 
came after referee Mark Halsey 
allowed him to take a quick free-
kick as the Villa defensive wall was 
still lining up. 

And Villa were unhappy with 
the penalty Halsey awarded in the 
53rd minute when Olof Mellberg 
halted Nigeria striker Nwankwo 
Kanu, in his last match before 
departing to the African Nations 
Cup, in the box. 

Henry beat Villa's German 

keeper Thomas Sorensen from the 
spot. 

Villa manager David O'Leary 
branded the free-kick a "joke 
decision" and added: "The two 
decisions have cost us. It just was-
n't a penalty." 

Reflecting on Arsenal's first 
goal, O'Leary said: "In my opinion 
it was a joke decision. He (Halsey) 
was standing on the ball... We did 
what the referee told us. He's told 
my players to go back and wait for 
the whistle." 

The referee, however, said he 
had not spoken to Villa players at 
the crucial moment. 

"After the free-kick was given to 
Arsenal I said to Thierry Henry did 
he want a quick free-kick or (the 
Villa players moved back) 10 yards. 
He said he wanted to take a quick 
free-kick. I made a signal and 
moved back. 

"In law, I'm under no obligation 
to inform the Aston Villa players or 
blow my whistle at a free-kick." 

Even Wenger admitted there 
was a problem with the free-kick 
regulations. "At the moment the 
rules are not clear," the Frenchman 
said. 

Arsenal's win left them two 
points clear of their title rivals and 
extended their unbeaten league 
record to 24 games. 

Third-placed Chelsea's title 
challenge suffered a setback 
Sunday when an outstanding 
display from Birmingham keeper 
Maik Taylor kept their strikers at 
bay and the match finished 
goalless. 

So instead of fully capitalising 
on Manchester United's defeat, 
Chelsea moved to six points behind 
the Gunners and four shy of sec-
ond-placed United. 

Premiership

Gunners go clear

TOP SIX
Italian football league table after 
Sunday's matches  (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, 
points): 

Roma   17   13 3 1 36  7 42 
Juventus  17   12 3 2 38 18 39 
Milan  16   12 3 1 28  8 39 
Inter   17 9 4 4 28 12 31 
Parma  17 9 4 4 26 19 31 
Lazio  17 9 2 6 25 21 29 

AFP, Milan

Talismanic captain Francesco Totti 
scored twice in six minutes to ensure 
Roma maintained their three-point 
advantage at the top of the table as the 
league leaders came from behind to 
defeat Sampdoria 3-1 on Sunday. 

The result, which saw Roma set a 
new half-season record in Serie A of 42 
points from 17 matches, kept them 
ahead of title-holders Juventus and 
AC Milan, who share second place 
following wins against Siena and 
Brescia respectively. 

Reigning champions Juventus 
overcame Siena 4-2 in snowy Turin 
where Alessandro Del Piero netted 
two penalties on his way to a hat-trick, 
while veteran defender Guiseppe 
Pancaro headed an 81st minute 
winner as Milan, who have a game in 
hand on Roma, won 1-0 at Brescia. 

Totti's 61st minute diving header 
was followed by a splendid individual 
effort as Roma's skipper almost 
single-handedly rescued his side at 
the Olympic stadium after they had 
struggled to shake off a spirited 
Sampdoria. 

Fabio Bazzani put the visitors 
ahead with his eighth goal of the 
season before John Carew equalised 
for Fabio Capello's championship-
chasers with a towering header. 

Totti's feat was outdone by his Italy 
team-mate Alessandro Del Piero, who 
was back to his best with three goals at 
the Delle Alpi stadium. 

French striker David Trezeguet 
completed the scoring for Juve, while 

Nicola Ventola netted twice for Siena, 
yet to win away from home this sea-
son. 

Relegation-threatened Empoli 
provided the biggest shock of the day, 
winning 1-0 against Inter Milan at the 
San Siro where Tommaso Rocchi 
netted the winner in second-half 
stoppage time. 

Defeat for Inter, their fourth of 
the campaign, left them 11 points 
off the pace. 

Perugia are still looking for their 
first victory of the season after being 
held 0-0 away to bottom club 
Ancona. 

Bologna continued to climb the 
table after defeating Chievo 3-1 for 
their third successive victory, while 
Lecce won away to southern rivals 
Reggina by the same scoreline to 
boost their survival hopes. 

In Saturday's action, Lazio's joy 
at finding relief from their financial 
turmoil was cut short when lowly 
Modena fought back to claim a 1-1 
home draw against the debt-ridden 
Rome giants. 

Serie A

Totti, Del Piero 
on fire

TOP SIX
Spanish league table ahead after the 
weekend's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, 
points): 

Valencia   20   13 5 2 36 14 44 
Real   20   13 4 3 38 20 43 
Deportivo  20   12 4 4 36 16 40 
Atletico  20   10 4 6 28 23 34 
Villarreal 20 9 6 5 27 22 33 
Osasuna 20 7 9 4 21 16 30 

AFP, Madrid

Brazilian superstar Ronaldo 
marked his 50th league match for 
Real Madrid with his 37th goal on 
Sunday but it wasn't enough to 
take his star-studded club top of 
the Spanish league following a 
disappointing 1-1 draw at Real 
Betis. 

Even with England skipper 
David Beckham back in their ranks 
following an ankle injury Real did 
not live up to their "galactic" status 
and a Joaquin volley on 34 minutes 
for Betis forced them to move up a 
gear to prevent a morale-sapping 
fourth league defeat of the season. 

Valencia, held to a goalless draw 
by Valladolid on Saturday, con-
tinue to lead the way with 44 points 
from 20 games as the season enters 
its second half. 

L e a g u e ' s  t o p  g o a l  b e t t e r  
Ronaldo leveled brilliantly on the 
hour when he seized on a Zinedine 
Zidane pass, rounding goalkeeper 
Pedro Contreras before rolling the 
ball home from an extremely tight 
angle. 

It was the phenomenal striker's 
15th goal in the Primera Liga this 
season and 50th overall in the Real 
shirt since joining the Spanish 
giants in 2002 from Inter Milan. 

Instead, it was the hosts who had 
the better chances as Beckham and 
company suggested they had not 
forgotten about a 4-1 beating at 
Sevilla on their last trip south. 

Earlier, Deportivo La Coruna 
kept the heat on the leading pair 
with a 4-1 whipping of Real 
Zaragoza to cement their third 
place. 

Diego Tristan hit a double for 
Deportivo and Juan Carlos Valeron 
scored twice - although his open-
ing goal after just four minutes into 
his own net, under pressure from 
David Generelo. 

Tristan fired the equaliser on 22 
minutes and Valeron saved face by 
getting a second five minutes after 
the interval with a header. 

Tristan headed the home side 3-

1 up in the 76th minute and Sergio 
Gonzalez made it four with six 
minutes remaining after sprinting 
clear. 

"Super Depor" now have 40 
points from 20 games, just three 
behind Real. 

Valencia saw their title chal-
lenge lose a little steam on Satur-
day in a goalless draw at Valladolid, 
where they have now not won for 
seven years. 

As Real struggled to show their 
pedigree, city rivals Atletico 

Madrid ensured their campaign for 
a Champions League slot stayed on 
the rails with a 2-1 home success 
over Seville which left them a point 
clear of Villarreal in fourth. 

Fernando Torres swept in from 
close range to break the deadlock 
i n  t h e  4 3 r d  m i n u t e  a n d  
Themistoklis Nikolaidis rose to 
head in the clincher on 71 minutes 
before Jose Antonio Reyes,  
described as the future of the 
national Spanish side along with 
Torres, pulled one back with a late 
penalty. 

"The crowd were fantastic and if 
we can replicate some of this form 
away we can really achieve some-
thing,"  said Atlet ico coach 
Gregorio Manzano. 

Real Sociedad, conquerors last 
weekend of Real Madrid and 
climbing the table after an inauspi-
cious first half of the season, 
moved clear of the danger zone 
with a 3-1 home success over 
Espanyol. 

Russian international veteran 
Valery Karpin opened the scoring 
for Sociedad with a seventh-
minute penalty. 

Igor Gabilondo and Turkey's 
Nihat Kahveci scored in the final 
six minutes to make the points safe, 
leaving former Manchester United 
man Jordi Cruyff to net a consola-
tion in stoppage time for Espanyol, 
who remain in the relegation mire. 

Fifth-placed Villarreal thanked 
second-half goals from Argentine 
defender Rudolfo Arruabarrena 
and Brazilian veteran forward 
Sonny Anderson with his eighth of 
the season to see off Malaga 2-0. 

Elsewhere, Australian striker 
John Aliosi rescued a point for 
Osasuna in a 1-1 home draw with 
Albacete which keeps alive the 
former Coventry forward's dreams 
of a tilt at a UEFA Cup spot next 
season with Osasuna in sixth place  
just ahead of Barcelona. 

Barca have a huge fight on their 
hands to ensure a place in the 
Champions League next season 
after squandering two home points 
Saturday in a 1-1 draw with Athletic 
Bilbao. 

Primera Liga

Ronaldo saves Real

PRINCESS HAYA AL-HUSSEIN

LOUIS SAHA 

Rajshahi cricket
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Raninagar Cricket Club recorded 
an exciting two-run win over 
Baikali Club in the First Division 
Cricket League at the Rajshahi 
Medical College Hostel ground on 
Sunday.

Raninagar elected to bat first 
and they scored 124 in 42.4 overs. 

Akram top-scored with 25 while 
Shakil added 22 runs. Nuruzzaman 
Nuru and Mukta shared seven 
wickets for Baikali Club. 

Baikali Club were dismissed for 
122 in 42.3 overs with Sohag hitting 
highest 35. Tanmoy claimed three 
wickets for Raninagar. 

REUTERS, Melbourne

The Australian Open's top seeds 
led from the front on Monday, 
Andy Roddick and Justine Henin-
Hardenne both posting impressive 
first-round victories at the season's 
first Grand Slam.

The world number ones faced 
very different challenges at a sunny 
Melbourne Park but the outcome 
was the same.

W h i l e  H e n i n - H a r d e n n e  
destroyed 15-year-old Australian 
wildcard Olivia Lukaszewicz 6-0, 6-
0 at barely a canter, Roddick 
heaved aside burly Chilean 
Fernando Gonzalez 6-2, 7-5, 7-6.

The comprehensive manner of 
the American world number one's 
victory against a player regarded as 
one of the most dangerous non-
seeds in the Open's 128-man draw 

serves as notice that he is peaking 
at the right time.

A more powerful  Henin-
Hardenne did not face such stern 
opposition against her overawed 
opponent and barely put a foot 
wrong during the 46-minute 
match.

Sixth seed Rainer Schuettler, on 
the other hand, will have even less 
confidence after a disappointing 
loss to Sweden's Robin Soderling.

A surprise runner-up to Andre 
Agassi here last year, Schuettler let 
slip a two-set lead before exiting 4-
6, 4-6, 7-5, 6-3, 6-4.

Another former finalist left the 
tournament on day one but Carlos 
Moya had not even had a chance to 
hit a ball.

The Spaniard, runner-up in 
1997, pulled out of his first round 
match with James Blake with an 
ankle injury.

Schuettler and Moya were 
joined at the exit by Russian seeds 

Elena Dementieva and Nadia 
Petrova, who were also both early 
casualties in Melbourne.

Seventh seed Dementieva 
slumped to Jelena Jankovic of 
Serbia and Montenegro 6-1, 6-4 
while 10th seed Petrova lost to 
Hungarian Aniko Kapros 6-3, 6-3.

A dejected Dementieva, who 
also lost in the first round last year 
said: "Maybe I should not play the 
Australian Open next season 
because I never play well here.

Vera Zvonareva and Svetlana 
Kuznetsova fared better in a mixed 
start for the Russians.

Eleventh seed Zvonareva 
p o u n d e d  C z e c h  Z u z a n a  
Ondraskova 6-3, 6-1 and 30th seed 
Kuznetsova breezed past American 
Shenay Perry 6-3, 6-3.

Fourth seed Amelie Mauresmo 
swept past Taiwanese Chuang 
Chia-Jung for the loss of just one 
game and fifth seed Lindsay 
Davenport  wiped Ruxandra 
Dragomir 6-2, 6-3.

Roddick, Henin race 

PHOTO: COURTESY

Winners of the Aga Khan Gold Cup golf tournament are seen with Chief of 
Army Staff and KGC president Lt Gen Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury (4th from 
R) at the Kurmitola Golf Club course on January 17.
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can beat anybody in the World 
Cup." 

Bangladesh have been placed in 
a tough group that includes India 
and New Zealand. 

He also defended the decision 
to change the captaincy. 

"Ashiqur Rahman is a good 
leader and good thinker as well as a 
brilliant middle-order batsman 
that's why he has been named 
captain."

Ashiqur replaced Nafees Iqbal 
when the Board announced a 14-
member squad on January 15. 

SCORES IN BRIEF
BANGLADESH UNDER-19: 97 all 
out in 41.4 overs (Nayeem 2, Aftab 
28, Nazimuddin 0, Nadif 0, Ashiqur 
4, Nadif 1, Abul Bashar 0, Riyad 3, 
Dhiman 23, Rubaiyet 6, Talha 12 
n.o, Nazmul 0,  Taposh 2-25, 
Mushfiqur 2-12, Tareq 2-17, 
Rafique 3-21)

BANGLADESH: 100 for 3 wkts in 29 
overs (Hannan 11, Shahriar 5, 
Bashar 37 n.o, Rajin 14, Ashraful 29 
n.o, Rubaiyet 1-20, Nazmul 1-25)

Result: Bangladesh won by seven 
wickets.   

McInnes questions
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Victoria police said on Monday 
that they had charged a 21-year-
old man, Zdravco Micevic, with 
one count of assault. Local media 
reported that the man worked as a 
security guard at the hotel. Micevic 
made a brief appearance in the 
Melbourne Magistrates Court and 
was granted conditional bail. 
Police are now expected to con-
sider further charges.

Hookes made a sparkling debut 
aged 21 in the Centenary Test in 
Melbourne in 1977,  hitt ing 
England's Tony Greig for five 
consecutive boundaries as he 
reached his half-century.

The left-hander made 1,306 
Test runs, including a top score of 
143 not out, at an average of 34.36.

Hookes is also the fifth highest 
run-scorer in interstate cricket, 
hitting 9,364 runs for South 
Australia. He had a highest score of 
306 not out. When he retired from 
first-class cricket in 1992 he was the 
highest run-scorer in Australian 
domestic cricket.

Hookes' violent 
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Victoria headquarters for several 
hours trying to take in the news.

Former England captain Tony 
Greig, who Hookes smashed for 
five successive fours in one over in 
his debut in the Centenary Test of 
1976-77, said the incident was an 
"absolute tragedy".

"One of the great tragedies 
about this ... is that he's having a 
very exciting time in his life," Greig 
said.

"He's broken into the media 
and he's quoted a lot, he's also 
coaching one of Australia's leading 
cricket teams."

With Australia's number one 
cricket fan, Prime Minister John 
Howard, on holiday, acting pre-
mier John Anderson extended the 
sympathy of the nation to Hookes 
and his family.

Former teammate Ian Chappell 
said Hookes was not an aggressive 
man.

"He was always prepared to 

speak his opinion and we might 
have got an animated discussion 
out of him but certainly not fight-
ing," former Test skipper Chappell 
said.

"It sounds like a classic case of 
wrong place at the wrong time."

Zimbabwe captain Heath 
Streak said he and his team, in 
Australia for a tri-nation one-day 
series, were shocked when they 
heard the news.

"Most of our players know 
David and of course our coach 
Geoff Marsh had played with him 
and against him over the years," 
Streak said.

Close friend Ernie Els found his 
joy at retaining the US PGA Tour's 
Sony Open title quickly tempered.

"I've got chills. It's terrible," 
South Africa's world No. 3 said 
from Hawaii.

Aussies mourn

Dhaka, Sylhet take control
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S Y L H E T   V   B A R I S A L

Venue: Barisal Stadium

SYLHET: First innings 375 all out in 

143.1 overs (Nasirul 89, Rana 73, Parvez 

55, Mowla 49; Mustadir 3/84, Tariqul 

3/93)

BARISAL: First innings (overnight 99 for 

5 in 35 overs)

Imran b Jakwan  0

Faisal c Ejaz b Nabil 17

Nahidul b Jakwan 9

Proshenjit lbw b Jakwan  21

Mustadir lbw b Ejaz  35

Towhid c Nasirul b Nabil 21

Salahuddin c Mabud b Jakwan 54

Shaheen c Nasirul b Nabil  10

Arman not out  22

Tariqul run out  13

Bikash c Jumma b Emtiaz 0

Extras: (b-6, lb-8, nb-1) 15  

Total: (All out in 84.2 overs)  217

Fall of wkts: 1-1, 2-17, 3-53, 4-67, 5-99, 6-

139, 7-173, 8-181, 9-217, 10-217.
Bowler O M R W

Nasir 7 2 21 0

Jakwan 28 5 83 4

Parvez 7 2 17 0

Nabil 30 13 47 3

Emtiaz 10.2 0 29 1

Ejaz 2 0 6 1

SYLHET: Second innings 

Mabud c Shaheen b Arafat 5

Emtiaz cJamal b Tariqul 9

Parvez b Arafat 1

Atiqur b Mustadir 44

Mowla c Imran b Tariqul 10

Nasirul not out 16

Rana not out  6

Extras: (b-7, lb-1) 8  

Total: (For 5 wkts in 40 overs)  99

Fall of wkts: 1-11, 2-15, 3-17, 4-46, 5-93.
Bowler O M R W

Bikash 4 2 8 0

Arafat 9 4 15 2

Tariqul 12 3 38 2

Arman 6 0 17 0

Mustadir 9 2 13 1

RAJSHAHI  V  DHAKA

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium

RAJSHAHI: First innings 249 all out in 86 

overs (Anisur 76 n o, Rafiqul 47, Aminul 

42, Shahzada 25; Naimur 4/76, Elias 

3/53, Ashraful 2/46)

DHAKA: First innings (overnight 254 for 

5 in 93 overs)

Uttam c Emran b Saifullah 12 

Mehrab c Shahzada b Saifullah 169

Sazzad b Saifullah 0

Sanwar c Rafiqul b Saifullah 42

Jahangir b Mahbub 29

Naimur c Saifullah b Mahbub 14

Kadir c Mahbub b Emran 67

Neeyamur c Mortuza b Saifullah 15

Elias lbw b Shahzada 10

Shahriar not out  1

Ashraful c Mortuza b Shahzada 1

Extras: (b-2, lb-6, w-6) 14  

Total: (All out in 138.3 overs)  374

Fall of wkts: 1-29, 2-39, 3-124, 4-187, 5-

211, 6-344, 7-350, 8-372, 9-372, 10-374.
Bowler O M R W

Aminul 10.5 6 12 0

Shahzada 22.4 5 52 2 

Saifullah 39 6 113 5

Emran 34 7 101 1

Mahbub 32 7 81 2

Nuruzzaman  1 0 7 0

RAJSHAHI: Second innings

Rafiqul c azzad b Elias 25

Jamiul not out  46

Anisur c Saiful b Elias 8

Mortuza b Elias 0

Nuruzzaman not out  4

Extras: (lb-4, nb-1, w-1) 6  

Total: (For 3 wkts in 42 overs)  89

Fall of wkts: 1-64, 2-78, 3-79.
Bowler O M R W

Neeyamur 6 1 13 0

Ashraful 5 1 16 0

Naimur 12 2 32 0

Elias 15 5 19 3

Sanwar 4 3 5 0
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Gayle not out 71

Ganga b Ntini 0

Sarwan not out 79

Lara lbw b Nel 6

Chanderpaul c Gibbs b Kallis 27

Extras: (b-4, lb-4, nb-2, w-7) 17

Total: (For 3 wkts in 56 overs) 200

Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-32, 3-99
Bowler O M R W

Pollock 14 7 25 0

Ntini 13 0 47 1

Nel 14 2 60 1

Kallis 12 3 44 1

Hall 0.2 0 4 0

Smith 1.4 0 8 0

Sarwan, Gayle 

Singer chess
SPORTS REPORTER

Four players jointly shared the lead 
with maximum 4 points each after 
the end of the 4th round games of 
the preliminary phase Singer 30th 
National Chess Championship at 
the NSC yesterday.

They are: Shawkat Hossain 
Pallab and FM Khandkar Aminul 
Islam, Abdul Maleq and Biswajit 
Mondal. Chanchal Kumar Gosh 
and Debaraj Chettarjee were in the 
second  position with 3.5 points 
each. 

In this round, Pallab beat 
Enayet, Amin beat Javed, Maleq 
beat Monir Khan, Biswajit beat 
Parag, Shakil beat Ity, Nasir beat 
Bisnu, Lavlu beat Amir, Emon beat 
Delwar, Arman beat Rashed, Reza 
beat Ali, Naser beat Farhad, Sohel 
beat Shameem, Shafiq beat 
Humayan, Arif beat Mithu, Anwar 
beat Rokon, Sawpan beat Janu, 
Taher beat Main and Uten beat 
Shajahan. Chanchal drew with 
Debaraj and Apel with Monir and 
Polash drew with Khorshed.

ZDRAVCO MICEVIC
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game was played in a foggy condi-
tion and was marked by physical 
displays. Referee Faizul Islam had 
to caution seven players including 
five Victoria booters to tackle the 
boiling atmosphere in the battle of 
two lightweights.

The defeat left Victoria glued to 
their previous collection of 10 
points at the end of their first round 
campaign. 

Yellow cards: Afzal, Polo, Sharif, 
Soum and Fakrul (Victoria), Oeinu 
and Kaba (Arambagh).

Kaba comforts
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they lost their last six wickets for 45 
runs after Mazhar was dismissed 
with the score reading 158.

The home side was 11 for no loss 
at stumps.

Off-spinner Saeed Ajmal was 
the most successful KRL bowler 
with five wickets for 50 runs in 30 
overs.

SCORES IN BRIEF
BANGLADESH A: First innings 198 
all out in 84.3 overs (Rashedul Haq 
19, Moniruzzaman 45, Nasiruddin 
64 n.o, Tushar Imran 1, Halim Shah 
0, Mazharul Haq 42, Anwar 
Hossain 3, Fahim Muntasir 0, 
Monjurul 0, Gazi Alamgir 1, Arafat 
4-26, Faisal Afridi 1-47, Saeed 
Ajmal 5-50)

KRL: First innings 11 no loss in 3 
overs (Saeed Anwar Jr 9 batting, 
Mohammed Ramzan 1 batting)

A team lose
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