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Roddick, Henin race

AustralianEY Open

REUTERS, Melbourne

The Australian Open's top seeds
led from the front on Monday,
Andy Roddick and Justine Henin-
Hardenne both posting impressive
first-round victories at the season's
first Grand Slam.

The world number ones faced
very different challenges at a sunny
Melbourne Park but the outcome
was the same.

While Henin-Hardenne
destroyed 15-year-old Australian
wildcard Olivia Lukaszewicz 6-0, 6-
0 at barely a canter, Roddick
heaved aside burly Chilean
Fernando Gonzalez6-2,7-5,7-6.

The comprehensive manner of
the American world number one's
victory against a player regarded as
one of the most dangerous non-
seeds in the Open's 128-man draw

serves as notice that he is peaking
attherighttime.

A more powerful Henin-
Hardenne did not face such stern
opposition against her overawed
opponent and barely put a foot
wrong during the 46-minute
match.

Sixth seed Rainer Schuettler, on
the other hand, will have even less
confidence after a disappointing
loss to Sweden's Robin Soderling.

A surprise runner-up to Andre
Agassi here last year, Schuettler let
slip a two-set lead before exiting 4-
6,4-6,7-5,6-3,6-4.

Another former finalist left the
tournament on day one but Carlos
Moya had not even had a chance to
hitaball.

The Spaniard, runner-up in
1997, pulled out of his first round
match with James Blake with an
ankleinjury.

Schuettler and Moya were
joined at the exit by Russian seeds

Elena Dementieva and Nadia
Petrova, who were also both early
casualties in Melbourne.

Seventh seed Dementieva
slumped to Jelena Jankovic of
Serbia and Montenegro 6-1, 6-4
while 10th seed Petrova lost to
Hungarian Aniko Kapros 6-3, 6-3.

A dejected Dementieva, who
also lost in the first round last year
said: "Maybe I should not play the
Australian Open next season
becauseInever playwell here.

Vera Zvonareva and Svetlana
Kuznetsova fared better in a mixed
start for the Russians.

Eleventh seed Zvonareva
pounded Czech Zuzana
Ondraskova 6-3, 6-1 and 30th seed
Kuznetsova breezed past American
ShenayPerry6-3, 6-3.

Fourth seed Amelie Mauresmo
swept past Taiwanese Chuang
Chia-Jung for the loss of just one
game and fifth seed Lindsay
Davenport wiped Ruxandra
Dragomir 6-2, 6-3.

Aussies mourn
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Victoria headquarters for several
hours trying to take in the news.

Former England captain Tony
Greig, who Hookes smashed for
five successive fours in one over in
his debut in the Centenary Test of
1976-77, said the incident was an
"absolute tragedy".

"One of the great tragedies
about this ... is that he's having a
Ve}'g exciting time in his life," Greig
said.

"He's broken into the media
and he's quoted a lot, he's also
coaching one of Australia's leading
cricketteams."

With Australia's number one
cricket fan, Prime Minister John
Howard, on holiday, acting dpre-
mier John Anderson extended the
symgathy of the nation to Hookes
and his family.
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Former teammate Ian Chappell
said Hookes was not an aggressive
man.

"He was always prepared to

speak his opinion and we might
have fgot an animated discussion
out of him but certainly not fight-
inga" former Test skipper Chappell
said.

"It sounds like a classic case of
wrong place at thewrong time."

Zimbabwe captain Heath
Streak said he and his team, in
Australia for a tri-nation one-day
series, were shocked when they
heard the news.

"Most of our players know
David and of course our coach
Geoff Marsh had played with him
and against him over the years,"
Streak said.

Close friend Ernie Els found his
joy at retaining the US PGA Tour's
Sony Open title quickly tempered.

"T've got chills. It's terrible,"
South Africa's world No. 3 said
from Hawaii.

Singer chess

SPORTS REPORTER

Four players jointly shared the lead
with maximum 4 points each after
the end of the 4th round games of
the preliminary phase Singer 30th
National Chess Championship at
the NSCyesterday.

They are: Shawkat Hossain
Pallab and FM Khandkar Aminul
Islam, Abdul Maleq and Biswajit
Mondal. Chanchal Kumar Gosh
and Debaraj Chettarjee were in the
seC(l)lnd position with 3.5 points
each.

In this round, Pallab beat
Enayet, Amin beat Javed, Maleq
beat Monir Khan, Biswajit beat
Parag, Shakil beat Ity, Nasir beat
Bisnu, Lavlu beat Amir, Emon beat
Delwar, Arman beat Rashed, Reza
beat Ali, Naser beat Farhad, Sohel
beat Shameem, Shafiq beat
Humayan, Arif beat Mithu, Anwar
beat Rokon, Sawpan beat Janu,
Taher beat Main and Uten beat
Shajahan. Chanchal drew with
Debaraj and Apel with Monir and
Polash drewwith Khorshed.

A team lose
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they lost their last six wickets for 45
runs after Mazhar was dismissed
with the score reading 158.

The home side was 11 forno loss
atstumps.

Off-spinner Saeed Ajmal was
the most successful KRL bowler
with five wickets for 50 runs in 30
overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF

BANGLADESH A: First innings 198
all out in 84.3 overs (Rashedul Haq
19, Moniruzzaman 45, Nasiruddin
64 n.o, Tushar Imran 1, Halim Shah
0, Mazharul Haq 42, Anwar
Hossain 3, Fahim Muntasir 0,
Monjurul 0, Gazi Alamgir 1, Arafat
4-26, Faisal Afridi 1-47, Saeed
Ajmal 5-50)

KRL: First innings 11 no loss in 3
overs (Saeed Anwar Jr 9 batting,
Mohammed Ramzan 1 batting)

Kaba comforts

Primera Liga

Ronaldo saves Real

I/ Football

AFP, Madrid

Brazilian superstar Ronaldo
marked his 50th league match for
Real Madrid with his 37th goal on
Sunday but it wasn't enough to
take his star-studded club top of
the Spanish league following a
disappointing 1-1 draw at Real
Betis.

Even with England skipper
David Beckham back in their ranks
following an ankle injury Real did
notlive up to their "galactic" status
and aJoaquin volley on 34 minutes
for Betis forced them to move up a
gear to prevent a morale-sapping
fourthleague defeat of the season.

Valencia, held to a goalless draw
by Valladolid on Saturday, con-
tinue to lead the way with 44 points
from 20 games as the season enters
itssecond half.

League's top goal better
Ronaldo leveled brilliantly on the
hour when he seized on a Zinedine
Zidane pass, rounding goalkeeper
Pedro Contreras before rolling the
ball home from an extremely tight
angle.

It was the phenomenal striker's
15th goal in the Primera Liga this
season and 50th overallin the Real
shirt since joining the Spanish
giantsin 2002 from Inter Milan.

Instead, it was the hostswho had
the better chances as Beckham and
company suggested they had not
forgotten about a 4-1 beating at
Sevilla on theirlast trip south.

Earlier, Deportivo La Coruna
kept the heat on the leading pair
with a 4-1 whipping of Real
Zaragoza to cement their third
place.

Diego Tristan hit a double for
Deportivo and Juan Carlos Valeron
scored twice - although his open-
ing goal after just four minutes into

1 up in the 76th minute and Sergio
Gonzalez made it four with six
minutes remaining after sprinting
clear.

"Super Depor" now have 40
points from 20 games, just three
behind Real.

PHOTO: AFP
Ronaldo starts celebrating after equalising against Betis at the Ruiz de
Loperastadium in Sevillaon January 18.

Madrid ensured their campaign for
aChampions League slot stayed on
the rails with a 2-1 home success
over Seville which left them a point
clear of Villarreal in fourth.
Fernando Torres swept in from
close range to break the deadlock
in the 43rd minute and

"The crowd were fantastic and if
we can replicate some of this form
away we can really achieve some-
thing," said Atletico coach
Gregorio Manzano.

Real Sociedad, conquerors last
weekend of Real Madrid and
climbing the table after an inauspi-
cious first half of the season,
moved clear of the danger zone
with a 3-1 home success over
Espanyol.

Russian international veteran
Valery Karpin opened the scoring
for Sociedad with a seventh-
minute penalty.

Igor Gabilondo and Turkey's
Nihat Kahveci scored in the final
sixminutes to make the points safe,
leaving former Manchester United
man Jordi Cruyff to net a consola-
tion in stoppage time for Espanyol,
who remainin therelegation mire.

Fifth-placed Villarreal thanked
second-half goals from Argentine
defender Rudolfo Arruabarrena
and Brazilian veteran forward
Sonny Anderson with his eighth of
the season to see off Malaga 2-0.

Elsewhere, Australian striker
John Aliosi rescued a point for
Osasuna in a 1-1 home draw with
Albacete which keeps alive the
former Coventry forward's dreams
of a tilt at a UEFA Cup spot next
season with Osasuna in sixth place
justahead of Barcelona.

Barca have a huge fight on their
hands to ensure a place in the
Champions League next season
after squandering two home points
Saturdayina1-1drawwith Athletic
Bilbao.
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Spanish league table ahead after the
weekend's matches (played, won,
drawn, lost, goals for, goals against,
points):
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enue: Barisal Stadium 3/53, Ashraful 2/46) TR AT T N .
SYLHET: First innings 375 all out in  DHAKA: First innings (overnight 254 for Eoﬁalzf(FgSI"’lgflzn;l; %V‘;gs) 89 th The defeat left thtotr_la gluefd {8 Pre ierShi U ° d S
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. yamur 6 1 13 0 campaign. GUARDIAN, Lond
3/93) Mehrab c Shahzadab Saifullah 169 Ashraful 5 1 16 0 . . y London
U . Sazzadb Saifullah 0 ) Yellow cards: Afzal, Polo, Sharif,
BARISAL: First innings (overnight 99 for S Rafiqulb Saifullah 4p ~Naimur 12 2 32 0 | Soum and Fakrul (Victoria), Oeinu Louis Saha will become Manchester
5in35 overs) anwar ¢ haliqulb Satluta Elias 15 5 19 3 | andKaba(Arambagh). United's third sieni : th
Imranb Jakwan 0 JahangirbMahbub 29 Sanwar 4 3 5 0 utecs thirc signing since the
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Towhid c Nasirul b Nabil 21 igﬁ?;g{:ﬁ;ﬁ;zab Shahzada 11 STAFF CORRESPONDENT S?r'llgeang’;;ur; 7(1) AFP, London decision" and added: "The two Third-placed Chelsea's title | githough Saha, 25, was acglaﬂygtolci
Salahuddin c Mabud b Jakwan 54 A ] ] decisions have cost us. It just was-  challenge suffered a setback g N
shaheencasmibNbil 10 BEGZU0 4 Raninagar Cricker Club ecorded. | sanvannotou 12| Arsenal jumped back o the top o tapenslty sunday"when an ouistanding | 1 (L0 G0 B B e
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RAJSHAHI: Second innings atstruggling Wolves on Saturday. "After the free-kick :
Parvez 72 17 0 A : oong Baikali Club were dismissed for | Hall 02 0 4 0 . ter the free-ick was given to
Nabi Rafiqul cazzad b Elias 25 A ! ot X Both of Henry's goals angered  Arsenal I said to Thierry Henry did
abil 30 13 47 3 . 122 in 42.3 overs with Sohag hitting | Smith 14 0 8 0 : i firat § : h .
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Emtiaz 102 0 29 1 ' : ) highest 35. Tanmoy claimed three ft f Mark Hal ) . . )
Eiaz 5 o 6 1 AnisurcSaifulbElias 8  wickets for Raninagar. . came after reteree Mark Halsey  Villa players moved back) 10yards. | English Premiership table after
S%{LHET-S dinni MCIIlneS uestions allowed him to take a quick free-  He said he wanted to take a quick | Sunday's matches (played, won, drawn,
:Secondinnings q kick as the Villa defensive wall was  free-kick. I made a signal and lost, goals for, goals against, points):
Mabud c Shaheen b Arafat 5 still lining up. dback, ! ! ' ’
EmtiazcJamalb Tariqul 9 FROM PAGE 13 gup moved back.
mtiaz cJamalb Tariqu . And Villa were unha with " ' igati
can beat anybody in the World ppy Inlaw, I'm under no obligation | Arsenal 22 157 0 42 14 52
Parvezb Arafat 1 Cup.” ybody the penalty Halsey awarded in the  to inform the Aston Villaplayersor | ManUtd 22 16 2 4 40 15 50
ﬁlqulrbl;/msm?g iqul f , Bangladesh have been placed in 1513?1 crln 11£]1gte .when.kO lofNMellll)((xg blowmywhistleatafree-kick." Chelsea 22 14 4 4 40 17 46
owlac mranb tariqu 0 a tough group that includes India | poco Nigeria striker Bwaniawo Even Wenger admitted there | Charton 22 107 5 31 23 37
Nasirulnotout 16 and New Zealand Kanu, in his last match before .~ problem with the free-kick ¥ | 21 95 7 31 2332
. ; i i : 1 iverpool
Rananotout 6 He also defended the decision gipal{g?fe{fo;he African Nations  regulations. "At the moment the Fthapm 21 94 8 332931
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Total: (For 5 wkts in 40 overs) 99 g p Y- Henry beat Villa's German gaid.

Fall of wkts: 1-11,2-15, 3-17,4-46, 5-93.

"Ashiqur Rahman is a good

leader and good thinker aswell as a .
gg{g‘: 3 l\g l; Vg brilliant middle-order batsman Serle A LOUIS SAHA
Arafat o 4 15 2 that's why he has been named
. captain.” way for a public admission from the
Izarlqul lz 3 ‘;’g (2) Ashiqur replaced Nafees Igbal e e club's owner Mohamed Al Fayed
rman when the Board announced a 14- O l e le I 0 that the transfer had been agreed "in
Mustadir 9 2 13 1 member squad onJanuary 15. ’ principle".
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id’ 2 Scul! 21 Alkaili 12 13 4 . : AFP, Milan elegation-threatened Empoli | tieatNorthamptonTownbutsho
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17 Feast. B todge 29 Informa- one count of assault. Local media | Royal Frincess Haya al-Hussein, | Bresciarespectively. table after defeating Chievo 3-1 for Roger Mllla S
e il %ead i tion 38 (39 40 |4 reported that the man worked asa | the half-sister of King Abdallah IT of Reigning champions Juventus iheir third successive viclgory, V‘.’hﬂle
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18 “When — 52 2008, time 34 Tramear = = = Melbourne Magistrates Court and | match against the women's team | two penaltiesonhiswaytoahat-trick, ~boost theirsurvivalhopes.
1 Plass 4 fioe Ve, was granted conditional bail. | Of English Premiership side | while veteran defender Guiseppe In Saturday's action, Lazio's joy AFP, Yaounde
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HEEHEH HB Ph - AP not out. When he retired from was backto his best with three goals at
P Dime [CSORVCITIDIY Gring.  coreu s s oo et dane o | st classcricketin 1952 hewasthe | TS (e (0 face Chelsea | Gnclexpisiaduum. | Fama 1794 4 5 1031 || The couple, maried in 1984
35 Estival ; S ,I_ f 5 35\’,* : i ;, E station puzzle. Singla letiers, short wo?;:‘s and wordsL usi‘ngi) an apostrophe gighesi_ mr}—icct)rer in Australian | o from the surr(I;)unding I:I)\rgb Fr(intd(li ti[riker .Da\%id Trezeg}llliizt Lazio 17 926 252129 had two children - a 20—year—old
pest supply give you clues to locating vowels. Solution 1s by \ral and error, omestic cricket. countries. completed the scoring for Juve, while sonand adaughteraged 14.
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