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Bangladeshi delegates march at the 2004 World Social Forum (WSF) in Mumbai yesterday. Anti-globalisation activ-
ists demanded the world economic system to better represent the poor as the WSF dedicated the day highlighting 
the plight of Indian low-caste Hindus in host country.
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Colonel Steve Russell, commander of the 4th Infantry Division's 1st Battalion, 22nd Regiment, points his gun during 
a patrol in the early hours of yesterday in former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein's hometown of Tikirt, some 180km 
north of Baghdad. A massive suicide truck bomb killed 25 people, two of them believed to be Americans, and 
wounded scores of others on Sunday in the deadliest attack yet on the US-led coalition's heavily fortified central 
Baghdad headquarters.
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An Iraqi border guard searches an Iraqi pilgrim at the Iraqi-Saudi border crossing point of Arar Sunday. Some 1,300 
pilgrims, who arrived at the border, are the first batch of those making the 1,000-kilometer journey by bus to Makkah 
to perform the Hajj, one of the five tenets of Islam. They are among the 35,000 Iraqis chosen through a lottery to go to 
Makkah. Under Saddam only those connected to the regime or aged over 45 were allowed to make the trip.

AFP, Tehran 

The political party of Iran's 
President Mohammad Khatami 
has threatened to boycott upcom-
ing elections if urgent measures are 
not taken over the rejection of 
reformist candidates, press reports 
said yesterday. 

The Association of Combattant 
Clerics issued a statement saying 
that "if urgent measures are not 
taken to settle the current problem, 
which prevents free competition 
between legal political views, there 
is no further reason for the 
Association to take part in the 
parliamentary election," the 
reports said. 

The statement was issued after a 
party meeting on Sunday attended 
by both the president and the 
speaker of the Majlis, or parlia-
ment, Mehdi Karoubi, who is also a 
member. 

Iran has been thrown into crisis 
since the powerful Guardians 

C o u n c i l ,  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e -
dominated body, announced that 
it was barring a large number of 
reformist candidates from stand-
ing in the February 20 election. 

The Association of Combattant 
Clerics groups reformists among 
Iran's Islamic rulers and emerged 
from a split in 1988 in the 
Association of Combattant Clergy, 
which is now pro-conservative. 

At its meeting Sunday the asso-
ciation thanked Iran's supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
whose "directives can fully resolve 
the problem" sparked by the 
Guardians Council action. 

On Wednesday Khamenei 
called on the Guardians to review 
the cases of the invalidated candi-
dates, which it has pledged to do, 
but the dispute is far from settled. 

The Council, which screens all 
legislation and candidates for 
public office and also has to vali-
date the election result, barred 
nearly half of the 8,000 who regis-

tered to stand on political and 
theological grounds. 

Supporters of Khatami, includ-
ing some 80 sitting MPs seeking re-
election, were among the thou-
sands on the blacklist. 

The Majlis deputies affected 
began a sit-in at parliament on 
January 11 and on Monday they 
entered the third day of a protest 
fast. 

Mohammad Jahromi, spokes-
man for the central election moni-
toring commission, which answers 
to the Guardians, said the review 
process had begun and already 
some originally rejected candi-
dates, whom he did not identify, 
had been approved. 

According to the reformist-
headed interior ministry, some 
1,220 candidates were turned 
down for non-respect of Islam and 
more than 1,370 others because 
there was no proof they were up to 
the job. 

AFP, Washington

US President George W. Bush gets a 
chance today to tout his successes 
in Iraq, the fight against terrorism 
and the US economy, in his annual 
State of the Union policy speech. 

Bush returned Sunday to the 
White House from the presidential 
retreat at Camp David, Maryland, 
to put the finishing touches on his 
speech to a joint session of the US 
Congress. He offered a preview 
Saturday in his weekly radio 
address, and an official said on 
condition of anonymity that Bush 
was to announce "the path we are 
on is the right path." 

The address comes a day after 
the Iowa state caucuses -- the first 
in a long series of contests to decide 
which Democratic candidate will 
challenge Bush in November. 

Political analysts say this elec-
tion is as tight as the 2000 race, in 

which Bush lost the popular vote 
but won in the Electoral College 
after the US Supreme Court 
decided to award Florida's dis-
puted electoral votes to Bush. 

The speech also comes a year 
after Bush declared Iraq, Iran and 
North Korea an "axis of evil" for 
supporting terrorism and pursuing 
nuclear, biological and chemical 
weapons, and said the United 
States would use military force to 
prevent threats against it. 

This year, Bush is expected 
instead to focus on his successes, 
such as the economy, which has 
turned the corner in recent 
months. 

"Tax relief has helped turn our 
economy around. We've doubled 
the child tax credit, cut taxes for 
everyone who pays income taxes 
and increased incentives for small 
businesses to invest in new equip-
ment and create jobs," Bush said in 

his radio address. "The results are 
clear. Our economy grew at its 
fastest pace in two decades in the 
t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 0 3 .  
Manufacturers are seeing a 
rebound in new orders in factory 
activity. And more than a quarter-
million new jobs have been created 
since August." 

Bush also was expected to ask 
Congress to make permanent tax 
cuts adopted in 2001 and 2002 and 
could also seek a law allowing US 
workers to contribute part of their 
payroll taxes in private retirement 
funds, fulfilling a campaign prom-
ise. 

On the international front, Bush 
can claim credit for the arrest last 
month of ousted Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein, even though al-
Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, 
mastermind of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the 
United States, remains at large. 

AP, Des Moines, Iowa 

Democratic presidential rivals, 
each coveting what only one can 
have, are eagerly awaiting the 
outcome of the Iowa caucuses, the 
first test in a volatile campaign to 
pick President Bush's general 
election opponent. 

Iowans "are going to stand in 
the shoes of all Democrats in the 
country," Rep. Dick Gephardt said 
Sunday night as the caucus cam-
paign neared an end. And on that, 
Howard Dean, John Edwards and 
John Kerry doubtless agreed. 

All four men arranged a final 
round of campaign appearances 
during the day, before moving on 
to New Hampshire and the 
nation's first primary on Jan. 27. 
Two other major contenders who 
skipped the caucuses awaited 
them there  Sen. Joe Lieberman 
and retired Gen. Wesley Clark. 

By the numbers, Iowa's cau-
cuses offered scant reward  first 
claim in a fight over 45 national 
convention delegates out of 4,322 
who will attend next summer's 
national convention. 

But Iowa Democrats had the 
power to confer more than that 
when they settled in for an evening 
of politicking in 1,993 precinct 
caucuses. They offered instant 
campaign credibility for the win-
ner  and potentially crippling 
setbacks for also-rans. 

While the contenders spent 
months and millions wooing a 
single-state constituency, the final 
surveys judged the race too close to 
call. 

But they couldn't take into 
account the relative strengths of 
get-out-the-vote organisations 
that are unusually important in 
caucuses. 

Gephardt and Dean, a former 

Vermont governor, were given the 
edge there, while polls suggested 
Sens. Kerry and Edwards had late 
support coming their way. 

Adding another element of 
uncertainty, a large percentage of 
potential caucus-goers told poll-
sters they might change their mind 
at the last minute. 

Meanwhile, Democrats seeking 
to replace President George W. 
Bush Sunday cited a massive sui-
cide bombing in Baghdad as evi-
dence of the failure of US policy 
there. 

Bush's Democratic opponents 
have harshly criticized the presi-
dent's Iraq policy, and some said 
the bombing was the latest proof it 
is a failure. 

"We have a failed policy right 
now. Why the administration is not 
willing to change course, I have no 
idea," Senator John Edwards of 
North Carolina told CBS. 

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan announced yesterday it 
has offered to hold talks with India 
in March on starting bus services 
between their respective zones of 
Kashmir and between the cities of 
Kokharpar and Munabao. 

"The cabinet of Pakistan has 
offered to India to host technical-
level talks on the Kokharpar-
Munabao bus service on March 8 
to 9 and Muzaffarabad-Srinagar 
bus service on March 29 and 30 
respectively," foreign ministry 
spokesman Masood Khan told a 
weekly news briefing. 

Meanwhile, after delegations of 
parliamentarians, school children 
and journalists, it's now the turn of 
vintage car enthusiasts to make 
their way to Pakistan to bolster 
recent peace efforts between the 
arch-rivals, a report said Monday. 

More than 100 vintage and classic 
cars are set to cover the 537km 
between the Indian capital New 
Delhi and the northern Pakistani 
city of Lahore mid-March to pro-
mote people-to-people contact, 
the Hindu newspaper reported. 

The peace effort is the brain-
child of the Heritage Motoring 
Club of India. 

Among the cars set to cross the 
frontiers via the Wagah border -- 
the only land crossing between the 
two countries -- is a 1941 Ford 
Super Deluxe stationwagon, which 
featured in a Bollywood movie on 
the bitter partition of the subconti-
nent into India and Pakistan in 
1947, the report said. 

Others include a 1956 Chevrolet 
Belair Sport Sedan, a 1924-25 
Morris Oxford and a 1927 Minerva 
AL. 

"We at the club have been think-
ing of chipping in our mite to pro-
mote peace and harmony between 
the two nations," said Navinder 
Singh, one of the club's founder 
members. 

"Holding a peace rally will be 
the right way to reiterate our com-
mitment towards improving India-
Pakistan relations," he added. 

"Of course, I will also drive one 
of my cars to Lahore." 

Singh said members of his club 
were in touch with their counter-
parts in Pakistan regarding the 
organisation of the rally. 

"We on both sides of the border 
have approached our respective 
governments and permission for 
the peace rally is likely to be 
granted soon," Singh said. 

"Other preparations for the 
proposed historic event are going 

on as per schedule." 

According to the plan, Indian 
vintage cars will drive up to the 
Wagah border where a fleet of 
Pakistani classic cars will join them 
for the drive to Lahore, the report 
said. 

The return journey to Delhi will 
begin with the Pakistani drivers 
bidding adieu at Wagah to the 
Indians, who will continue their 
drive to the Indian capital. 

Club members are hoping that 
next year their Pakistani counter-
parts will make a similar trip to 
Delhi. 

India and Pakistan this month 
announced a resumption of stalled 
talks aimed at resolving their dif-
ferences over the Himalyan region 
of Kashmir, which is divided 
between them and claimed in full 
by both. 

Pakistan visit 

can push forward 

peace: Hurriyat

AFP, Srinagar

A moderate Kashmiri separatist 
said yesterday he would suggest to 
the Indian government during 
high-level talks this week that 
separatists be allowed to visit 
Pakistan to boost the peace pro-
cess. 

"The visit to Pakistan can push 
forward the peace process by leaps 
and bounds," said Maulana Abbas 
Ansari, who heads the moderate 
faction of Kashmir's main separat-
ist alliance, the All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference. 

"In Pakistan and its controlled 
Kashmir we can meet Mujahedin 
(holy warrior) leaders and try to 
persuade them to call for a 
ceasefire," he told AFP, referring to 
Islamic militants fighting against 
Indian rule in Kashmir. 

India appoints 

Krishna Murthy 

as new CEC 
AFP, New Delhi

India's government yesterday 
appointed T.S. Krishna Murthy, 
seen as a low-key official, as chief 
election commissioner to replace 
the outspoken and soon-to-retire 
James Michael Lyngdoh, domestic 
media said. 

Murthy, currently one of three 
officials overseeing the election 
commission, is expected to take 
over on February 7 and stay in 
office until May, 2005 when he 
turns 65, the Press Trust of India 
news agency said. 

L y n g d o h ,  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  
plainspeaking ways, incurred the 
wrath of Indian politicians last 
month for describing them as a 
"cancer" in the body politic. 

Sonia in Kashmir 
with polls strategy 
in mind 

AFP, Jammu

Sonia Gandhi, leader of the main 
opposition Congress Party, began a 
two-day visit to restive Indian 
Kashmir yesterday and was 
expected to discuss strategy ahead 
of looming national elections. 

Sonia was due to meet Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mufti Mohammed 
Sayeed to discuss sharing of seats 
between her Congress party and 
his People's Democratic Party 
(PDP), ahead of the elections 
expected to be held in April or May, 
officials said. 

Massive security was in place 
for her arrival in Jammu, winter 
capital of Jammu and Kashmir 
state where a deadly revolt has 
raged against New Delhi's rule 
since 1989. 

Australia nets 

200 in crackdown 

on ME crime 

syndicates 

AFP, Sydney

A police squad set up to target a 
wave of murders, blood feuds and 
drug trafficking in Sydney has 
arrested about 200 suspects linked 
to Middle Eastern crime syndi-
cates, the authorities said yester-
day. 

The squad, known as Task Force 
Gain, was established last October 
to investigate nine murders, five 
other shooting incidents, a string of 
robberies and other crimes in 
Sydney's southwestern suburbs, 
home to much of Australia's 
Muslim community. 

Police say six people, including 
four brothers, were arrested and 
charged with drug offences after a 
series of raids last week, bringing 
the total arrests so far to around 
200, predominantly Lebanese or 
Middle Eastern men. 

Japan airline

cancels 120 
flights 
AFP, Tokyo

Japan Air System (JAS) said it had 
cancelled 120 domestic flights 
affecting 7,000 passengers yester-
day after discovering cracks in US-
made engine parts from at least 
seven McDonnell Douglas aircraft. 

JAS, a subsidiary of Asia's top 
carrier Japan Airlines System (JAL 
Group), reported engine trouble on 
January 6 and 7 in an MD-81 and an 
MD-87 jet and asked US engine 
manufacturer Pratt and Whitney to 
check the engine parts. 

Indian SC stays 

death penalty 

on parliament 

attack convicts 
AFP, New Delhi

India's Supreme Court yesterday 
stayed the death penalties handed 
to two Kashmiri Muslims for their 
role in an attack on the parliament 
which pushed India and Pakistan 
close to war, domestic media said. 

The court set aside the penalty 
ordered by the Delhi High Court 
a n d  a  l o w e r  t r i a l  c o u r t  t o  
Mohammed Afzal and Shaukat 
Hussain Guru, who were convicted 
of conspiring with five attackers 
who tried to storm the parliament 
in December 2001, the Press Trust 
of India news agency reported. 

Police probe 
assaults on 
Stephen 
Hawking 
REUTERS, London 

British police are investigating a 
series of alleged mysterious 
assaults on disabled top British 
scientist Stephen Hawking, the 
Daily Mirror reported yesterday. 

The paper said detectives 
wanted to question Hawking, a 
Cambridge University professor 
and author of the best selling "A 
Brief History of Time," about a 
number of minor injuries he had 
recently suffered. 

"The family are worried sick. 
They've been suspicious for some 
time that someone has been harm-
ing Stephen," an unnamed source 
told the paper. 

S African judge 

attending WSF 
arrested on rape 
charges 
AFP, Mumbai 

A prominent South African judge 
attending an anti-globalisation 
conference in Mumbai was 
arrested yesterday after a colleague 
claimed he raped her at the delega-
tion's hotel, police said. 

A city court denied bail to Seeraj 
Desai, 53, a senior judge in the 
Cape High Court, and remanded 
him in police custody until Friday, 
a police spokesman said. 

South African media front-
paged the story. Desai in an SMS to 
a mass-circulation newspaper, The 
Star, said he was not guilty. 

"I am innocent. I find rape 
offensive," he said. 

The alleged victim in her state-
ment to police said the accused 
raped her after she went to his room 
at around 3:00 am Sunday at the Taj 
President Hotel in Bombay's 
upscale Cuff Parade area to discuss 
the day's programme at the World 
Social Forum, the police spokes-
man said. 

Delhi-Lahore vintage car rally to bolster peace 

Pakistan invites India for 
talks on bus services 

Bush set to tout his 
success in Iraq 

State of the Union Address

Presidential hopefuls 

await Iowa outcome
Democrats blast Bush after Iraq bombing 

Khatami's party threatens 
to boycott elections 

Baghdad blast 

death toll 

stands at 24 
AFP, Baghdad

The death toll from Sunday's dev-
astating truck bombing outside the 
front gate of the US-led coalition's 
Baghdad headquarters stands at 
2 4 ,  I r a q ' s  H e a l t h  M i n i s t e r  
Kudhayer Abbas said yesterday. 

"Our official report is 24 dead," 
the minister told AFP, adding that 
the number of injured was more 
than 100 in figures compiled from 
d i f f e r e n t  h o s p i t a l s  a r o u n d  
Baghdad. 

Some 20 patients had been 
discharged from hospital Monday, 
he said. 

On Sunday, casualty figures 
compiled from Baghdad hospitals 
and the US military put the toll at 
25 dead and 100 injured. 

The US military said two of the 
dead were believed to be US civil-
ian contractors working for the 
coalition, while the injured 
included three US civilians and 
three US soldiers. 

AFP, Jerusalem 

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
warned yesterday that negotia-
tions with Syria would ultimately 
lead to a withdrawal from the 
occupied Golan Heights, as splits 
emerged in his cabinet over 
possible changes to the path of 
the West Bank barrier. 

"It's important to know that at 
the end of negotiations with 
Syria, Israel would have to leave 
the Golan Heights," a parliamen-
tary source quoted Sharon as 
tel l ing parliament's  foreign 
affairs and defence committee. 

MPs interpreted his com-
ments as meaning that Sharon 
was ruling out an early resump-
tion of peace negotiations that 
broke off four years ago over the 
fate of the Golan, Israeli radio 
reported. 

The right-wing Israeli leader has 
frequently dismissed the idea of 
withdrawal  from the Golan 
Heights, a strategic plateau seized 
from Syria in 1967 and annexed by 
Israel 14 years later. 

Israel has responded sceptically 
to peace overtures from Damascus, 
saying Syria would have to first 

curtail all support for Palestinian 
militants and the Lebanese Shiite 
militia Hezbollah. 

Meanwhile, splits emerged in 
Sharon's inner cabinet over the 
route of the separation barrier 
which some ministers believe 
should be modified. 

Sharon postponed a debate 
about route at a session on Sunday 
aimed at drawing up a strategy for 
an International Court of Justice 
hearing on the controversial pro-
ject. 

"We are not discussing a change 
in the route of the fence, and there 
will be no change as a result of 
Palestinian or United Nations' 
demands, including those from the 
court," Sharon said. 

However, he said: "It is possible 
that additional thought is needed 
to allow for the possibility of 
changing the route, in order to 
reduce the number of mishaps in 
operating the fence without harm-
ing security." 

The legality of the barrier, which 
has drawn condemnation even 
from Israel's top ally the United 
States, is to be debated by the The 
Hague-based court on February 23 
following an Arab-backed request 

by the UN General Assembly. 

The Palestinians see the barrier 
as a land-grab and a bid to pre-
empt the borders of a future 
Palestinian state, but Israel says its 
"counter-terror fence" is aimed at 
preventing attacks by Palestinians 
militants. 

Last week, acting Attorney 
General Edna Arbel warned that 
Israel was likely to face serious legal 
difficulties in defending the bar-
rier's route, which cuts deep into 
the West Bank in places and has 
divided several Palestinian vil-
lages. 

Justice Minister Tommy Lapid 
is proposing to shorten the barrier 
by 200 kilometres (125 miles) and 
ensure it follows the Green Line 
separating Israel from the West 
Bank which would save an esti-
mated 500 million dollars and 
could enable Israel to better make 
its case at the ICJ. 

But Defence Minister Shaul 
Mofaz is opposed to any changes. 

"As defence minister I can show 
you how each centimetre of the 
fence is needed by us to defend the 
citizens of Israel," the Maariv daily 
quoted him as saying. 

Sharon warns MPs on Golan 

as cabinet splits over barrier 
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