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Cabinet okays
amendment to
Copyright Act

UNB, Dhala

The eabinet yesterday approved
amendment to the Copyright Act
2000 aiming to preserve national
interestin international trade in the
perspective of globalisation as well
as attract adequate foreign invest-
mentinthecountry. !

The approval was given at the
weekly cabinet meeting with Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia in the chair at
heroffice.

Also approved atthe meeting was
the draft of the State Acquisitionand
Tenancy (Amendment) Act 2004
providing for the formation of spe-
cial tribunal to settle land record and
survey-related cases.

Cabinet members and state
ministers in charge of different
ministries attended the meeting.
Cabinet secretary, principal secre-
tary to the PM and other secretaries
concernied were present.

Iudicial service
commission
drafted

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

After dragging its feet for four years
on the judicial service commission,
the body to be mandated to recruit
judges for lower courts, the govern-
ment has finalised a draft of the
body.

The government move to form
the commission picked up pace
after the Appellate Division last
week foiled the government bid to
appoint judges through the Public
Service Commission in a parody of
the 12-point Supreme Cotirt direc-
tive onseparation of the judiciary.

A stall in the appointment of
]1 dges since the directive in 1999

18 plunged the lower courts with
7 is of judges.
fie Appellate Division decision
has forced the government to go for
the eommission to break the dead-
]uck.'a]fmnﬂms official said.

The draft submitied' to
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia in a
couple of days and President
lajuddin Ahmed will promulgate
rules to form the commission after
herapproval.

Seven members -- an Appellate

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Road facelift
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Perc slams Airport

Points finger at Nazmul Huda, suggests punishment
to those responsible for the waste

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The Public Expenditure Review
Commission (Perc) inits final report
recommended punishinent to the
persons responsible for wasting
state fundsin the name of a 'beauti-
fication and development' project
onDhakaAirport Road.

“It will never be possible to stop

waste of government funds without
punishing them," Perc said in its
340-page report, submitted to
Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman on Sunday.

The government-appointed
body blamed the waste of the prime
minister's relief fund on lack of
transparency and said a hefty sum
was drained, as it was used politi-

cally and given to false recipients,
allowing the same person to get
cheques under the names of differ-
entorganisations,

Perc, formed to suggest measures
to streamline public expenditure,
underscored a guideline to have
properaccountingofthespending.

During Ramadan, the holy

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Hostile politics
taints Dhaka's
image abroad

German businessman
tells BGCCI .’.u.m:Pu':'mj.r

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A leading German businessinan
yesterday said hostile behaviour of
politicians toward each other is

tarnishing Bangladesh's image.
Peter Clasen, chairman of OAV-
German Asia-Pacific Business
Association, told a luncheon of
Bangladesh-German Chamber of
Cammerce and Industry (BGCCI) at
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel ruling and
opposition politicians appear "un-
aware of the harm they do to the
image of Bangladesh abroad by the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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recod
statf wage hike

Asks govt to stamp out NBR corruption

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The World Bank (WB) has recom-
mended recruitment of more skilled
staff, including experts, and a rise in
wages at the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) to enhance effi-
ciency and cut corruption in the'
organisation.

TheWB also suggésted continua-
tion of pre-shipment inspm:tion

(PSI); system until the National
Board ‘of Revenue database was
strengthened in the report sent to

- the governmentearlierthismonth,

A five-member WB, operation
achrlsury tearn under David Hughart
held a series of talks with the NBR
1ast week before sitting with Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman yesterday
to discuss the report, ‘Bangladesh

¢Modernisation of Revenue

Administration; Key Elemerits. qf
Modernisation Stmtqu a.nd
Options forWorld Bank Scupporl
The report said because ‘of &
freeze on recruitment, Lhe NBRwas
forced to promote uhqualified staff
"The recruitment freeze needs to
be lifted so that the NER can ﬁ]]-
critical ‘professional pomunns
pmpt:r}y qual:f‘ ied staff: and, p:epure
SEE PM&E 11,000 7

PHOTO' STAR

RU SStAN ROULETTE Two peaple try !u cross Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue yesterday scaling tha sharp railings atthe ri sk of life. The dangerous
ract!ce uf taking a shurt cutacross the Sonargaon Hotel to Farmgate section of the road goes on despite the putling up of highrailings.

L

169, North Guishan
Avenue Gulshan-2,
Dhaka.
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Water tal‘ks t)pen
in Delhi today

Sharing of Teesta waters high on
joint experts committee agenda

REAZ AHMAD

Bangladesh and India begin two-
day water talks in New Delhi today
hoping to make major strides in
long-term water' sharing arrange-
ments of seven of the 54 rivers that
criss-crossthe countries.

Water resources secretaries of
‘both Bangladesh and India will lead
the meeting ofthe Indo-Banglajoint
Committee of Experts (JCE) with
focus on sharing of the Teesta,
Dharla, Dudhkumar, Monu,
Muhur, Khowai and Gumti waters,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Pvt fixed line phone
service in jeopardy

| BTRC finalising licensing process,

skirting interconnection issue

MUSTAK HOSSAIN

The move to bring private fixed
phone operators under an open
licensing system without resolving
the nagging interconnection issue
will jeapardise the whole process,
telecoms experts fear.

Bangladesh Telecommunication

Regulatory Commission (BTRC), the
telecoms watchdog, has almost
finalised the licensing process to
allow private operators to offer fixed
line phones tosubscribers.

Experts say the state monopoly
in fixed line telephony, Bangladesh
Telegraph and' Telephone Board

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

with PDB ceurts

General consumers owe. Tk 1,064 crore

JULFIKAR ALl Mmm

15

The 16-year-old lltigauun s}'slem of _

the Power Development 'Board

(PDB), introduced to check pmver

theft, resolve billing disputes and '
' number of pending cases. After all,

ensure order, is now bogged down
with over 60,000 pending cases.

Sixteen PDB courts, formed
exclusively to deal with cases over
outstanding bills filed under the
Electricity Act, 1910, have been
falling far short of their target and
purpose. Under this law, a person
found guilty can bé sentenced to
imprisonmentorfined orboth.

"We are not getting the desired

/] msults fmm the PDB!courts, as a
“huge aumber of cases have piled |
“up,” said PDB Secretary SM Faisal
Alath, who Is alsoin charge of ¢ m:pnr— i

!I.rlsmgthemuﬂs 4 i
"There should have been fewer

these courts are dealing with jl.'lst
onetype of litigation under only one
law;" Alam observed.

General consumers -- excluding
the Dhaka Electric Supply Authority
{Desa) and other bulk consumers --
now owe the PDB Tk 1,064 crore in
bills,whichisincreasing everyyear.

\;}’Et as far back as in 1988, the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

60,000 cases pending !

| bling project cost” publjs]:

_our reply

The Lm:rgy ministry Ila,s issued
rejoinder to the news! theadllnbg

"Installation of Gas Plpe]lnes Tk 30
crore being siphoned o dau-
mfﬂae
Daﬂy&ta:nn]anua:yl? o f :
In its rejoinder; ‘the . mmtsu‘g
denied 'the; state Itumster's;rblq
protecting cormupt als of 1) fns
(Gas Transmission and Bistrihtiﬂr;n
Gompany, Ltd ['I‘G‘I'DGH “and said
some staternents and cu'gscrrmntsin
. lhcmpbrtarenutfattunL :
The ministry says two mtmﬁrﬁ‘ls

for the two pup(:lmc projécts were
awarded upon due approval bythe:
TGTDCL Board, Petrobangla Board
and, finally, Cabinet Committee on
Purchase, and upon due approval by
the Ecnec of the revised iject

Proforma as per existing, n;.k%?.pd
SEE PA&E:.: COI. 7
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Our new [Ieslmalmn

our 14th Brath stétts operation todéy
at 205 Main Road, Khatunganj, Chittagong.

The Trust Bank Limited

Serves with Trust

Head Office: Trust Bhaban, 98 Shaheed Sarani, Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka 1206
Phone: 9871095, 9871074, 9888068 Fax: 88 02 9871094

Madohna/Trust Bank/o104




