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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibitions

January 15-31

The 11th Asian Art Biennale begins
on 15th. Itis being held at Osmani
Memorial Hall, Shilpa Kala Acad-
emy and National Museum. The
show will remain open for all from
11amto 7 pmevrdy day.

January 08-22

The Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
holds a solo exhibition, titled
Evidence of artist Mohammad
Eunus, featuring his works on oil,
acrylic paints and acrylic sheets at
the gallery premises. The show will
remain open for all from 12:00 pmto
8:00 pm everyday.

January 04- February 04

Russian Cultural Centre holds a
month-long children's book exhibi-
tion dedicated to the 100th birth
anniversary of the prominent
Russian writer A P Gaidar at the
centre's library.

January 13- February 12

Saju Art Gallery will hold the 50th
Grand Group Art Exhibition of
Reputed Bangladeshi Artists 2004
with 128 art works by 87 artists
beginning from today at 4:30 pm at
the gallery premises (F/40-41,
DCC, North Super Market 2nd
Circle, Gulshan). The display will
remain open for all from 10 am to
8:30 pm everyday except Fridays.

January 07-29

DRIK Gallery holds prestigious
photojournalistic - exhibition titled
World Press Photo from January 4.
The display remains open for all
from 3to 8 pm everyday.

Solo Oriental
Painting Exhibition
January 18-27

Dhrupad Gallery will hold an
exhibition titled Solo Oriental
Painting Exhibition by Cacoly,
starting January 18 at 5:30 pm at
the gallery premises (House- 36,
Road-5, Block- G, Banani). The
display will remain open for all from
10amto 8 pmeveryday.

DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

Evening show at7:00 pm

Group Play Date
Mahakal Natya ~ Shunai 17
Shomproday Konyar Pala
Theatre Festival 18,19,20
(Arambugh)

Shomoy Shada Ghora 21
Dhaka Theatre  Festival 22
Dhaka Theatre ~ Festival 23, 24
Mancha

Natyachakra Festival 25
Natya Kendra Festival 26
Aronyak Festival 27
Natyadal

Shwagatam Festival 29
Theatre

Desh Natya Anniversary 30
Shangshad special

Batikram Phire Dekha 31
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CULTURE

Baroque music

Lost and rediscovered

SHAHNAZ KIBRIYA
USIC which is
melodious yet so

" M
constructed as to

reflect the "perfect order” of the
universe: that is the essence of
the baroque."

The English word baroque is
derived from 'the Italian barocco,
meaning bizarre, although exu-
berant would better reflect the
sense'. The usage of this term
originated in the 1860s to de-
scribe the highly decorated style
of 17" and 18" century religious
and public buildings in Germany
and Austria. Later the term ba-
roque was applied to the associa-
tion of music of the17th and early
18th century. Today the term
baroque is referred to type of
music which originated around
1600 and came to fruition be-
tween 1700 and 1750.

The baroque era began at the
end of the 16" century and lasted
till about 1750. This era reflects a
period of time when great
changes occurred in music and
culture. The baroque era artisti-
cally bridged the gap between
the spiritually pure music of the
renaissance era and the formal-
ized music of the classical era.
The baroque era culminated
with the exalted music of J.S.
Bach, whose three sons were
among the first exponents of the
new music of the classical era:
the era that followed the ba-
roque.

The baroque style of music
represented a complete depar-
ture from that of the renaissance
era. Instruments gained a place
of their own in sacred as well as
secular music. Music was not
only to be enjoyed but also re-
spected as a spiritual gift.

Another innovation of this era
was the introduction of the solo
style. In the renaissance period,
all sacred music was performed
by choirs, but in the baroque
individual parts were assigned to
soloists. The introduction of
operawithits solo singinghelped
the baroque styles, which was
introduced onto the sacred
music. Thus the sacred music of
the baroque era was composed
in a more secular style than was
the lofty, celestial choir music of
therenaissance.

Among the early composers of
the baroque era were two out-
standing figures Giovanni
Gabrielli (1557-1612) and
Claudio Monteverdi (1567-
1643). Gabrielli was an organist
at Saint Mark's Cathedral in
Venice. A number of his master-
pieces are great. But it was
Moteverdi who really ushered in
the baroque era. He wrote the
first operas of the baroque period
but he was also a master of many
forms of music. He excelled in
the composition of both secular

Another development of the
baroque erawas the string cham-
ber opera that flourished during
the time of the great violin
maker, Stradivari. Violin playing
became an art and the string
orchestras of the Italian baroque
reached a great height in the
early 1700s. The two great figures
of the late baroque were Johan
Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) and
George Frederic Handel (1685-
1759).

Handel became deeply in-
volved, both artistically and
commercially, in the growing
London opera scene. He became
famous as a composer of Orato-
rios. The beautiful “messiah' was
his most famous, belonging very
much to the Anglican anthem
tradition. When he died on 14
April 1759, he was buried in
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ent turn. Even the music of his
sons was quite different in char-
acter, expressing the new “gal-
lant' style which was higher, with
less stress on pure form and
givingitsown setof " clichés'!

It was, however, in the ba-
roque period that the essential
language of music was defined,
and it is stimulating to note how
successive composers would
often "return to base", studying
and playing Bach's works, writ-
ing figures in the baroque style,
or adapting the works of baroque
composers.

Many instruments reached
the peak of their development at
the height of the baroque era: the
organs of Arp Schnitger (North
Germany) and Bach's close
friend Gottfried Silverman
(South Germany) were among

—

Baroque angelic organist adorning the Gottfried Silbermann organ com-
pleted in 1714 for the Cathedral in Saxony, Germany

Westminster Abbey and recog-
nized in England as the greatest
composer ofhis day.

In the music of J. S. Bach, two
different forms and styles of
baroque came together and were
brought to perfection. The Bach
family members were church
and court musicians, teachers,
and one or two were instrument
makers.

Bach was the greatest expo-
nent of musical form and device
that ever lived. Only Mozart
comes close in skill. Bach was the
perfect baroque composer, as far
as technique goes. When Bach
died in 1750, he left a legacy
which summarised his art, his
life's work in which he had
brought baroque musical forms
to the peak of their development.

After Bach, music took a differ-

the period's finest and are still
valued. Likewise the violins and
other stringed instruments of the
baroque Italian masters are the
prized possessions of today's
professional string players. The
domestic and later concert key-
board instrument is an example
of disappearance, replacement,
thenrediscovery.

The baroque age favoured the
harpsichord in which the strings
are placed and the player cannot
vary the tone through finger
touch. After 1750, the piano took
over, offering touch sensitivity
and fulfilling the needs of con-
cert-hall performances of the
great concertos like Beethoven.

These days more and more
people are seeking a return to
music for the mind, music com-
bining beauty with the order of

structure. So we are witnessing a
resurgence of interest in the
baroque, and those who are
unfortunate to be yet familiar
with it have a wonderful experi-
ence awaiting them.

The attempts to rediscover
baroque music and its spirit has
been there since the mid-1800s.
But if that is so, then how was it
lostin the first place?

There is evidence enough that
until Bach's death in 1750 the
musical tradition was very con-
tinuous. After Bach's death
however, music took on a differ-
ent style, and, perhaps for the
first time in musical develop-
ment, the older style was consid-
ered 'unfashionable'. There was
a major break with the past. The
break was not 'complete’ and
baroque music was 'rediscov-
ered' hundred years later as
something of a new revelation.
In 1829, Mendelssohn's promo-
tion of the St. Matthews passion
marked the first public 'revival'
of Bach and his music.

In 1850, the Bach Gesellschaft
(Society) began the task of pub-
lishing all of Bach's work, a pro-
ject which they completed fifty
years later in 1990. In the early
1900's, Wanda Landowska re-
invented the harpsichord which
had been almost completely
supported by the piano for home
and concert performance.
Landowska's harpsichord was
unlike anything built during the
baroque period, but temporarily
the prestigious Paris firm of
Pleyel abandoned their piano
manufacture in order to attempt
a recreation of this peculiar
antique instrument. This was a
major pioneering achievement
intherecoveryof the baroque.

So the movement of rediscov-
ery gradually progressed. In
1950, the advent of long playing
record created a new vehicle and
a new public for classical music,
followed in 1960 by stereo with
parallel improvement both in
recording equipment, and in the
standard of home sound repro-
duction.

During the 70s and 80s further
valuable research was con-
ducted into music. The perfor-
mance of the baroque was ap-
plied in practical recording and
concert performance. At the
same time, the performance to a
major degree reflected the spirit
of the times. Some of today's
"authentic" performance has
less to do with historical accu-
racy but attempts to only "excite
modern listeners". Thus it is that
authentic performance, while
aiming to please modern tastes,
which lacks historical authentic-
ity and fails to bring out the full
potentialinherentin the music.
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8th Dhaka International

Film Festival

At Central Public Library auditorium today

an IAS officer, at once her life
changes completely. From a viva-
cious, talented, ambitious young girl
she becomes a mere possession of
Raghab Choudhary, the husband.
Raﬁhab cannot understand why
Aakashitora should continue her
study and research, why she should
meet her old friends and guides, why
she should not be happy to be '"Mrs.
Raghab Choudhary'!

Raghab believes a wife should
merge her identity with that of her
husband. How a wife can think of
being someone different than a
'Mrs. Somebody' is beyond his
understanding. And Raghab
Choudhary is a learned man! The
story of ‘the film Akashitoraar
Kathare is exploring this tale told
thousand times already. But the
solution?

WPPART

Hold My Heart will be screened at 10:30 am.

Hold My Heart
Norway

Trond Hovik

Synopsis

Times)
India

others

Synopsis

The Baily Star

RAINBOW
FILM SOCIETY

Director: Trygve Allister Diesen

Cast: Jorgen Langhelle, Vera Rudi, Andrea Braein
Hovig, Kari Simonsen, Ingjerd Egeberg, Anders Nyborg,

Hold My Heart is a touching and bittersweet tale
about how far an ordinary
someone steals what is closest to his heart. It is a warm
story about how a father and daughter fumble their way
toarelationship they feared waslonglost.

guy is willing to go when

. Aakashitoraar Kathare (A Tale Told Thousand

Director: Manju Borah

Cast: Aparna Dutta Choudhary, Bishnu Khargaria,
Pranjal Saikia, Anup Hazarika, Ankur Bishaya and

Aakashitora is highly educated, talented and ambi-
tious. But the moment she marries Raghab Choudhary,

A
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Akashitorar Kathare will be shown at 7:30 pm.

Special telefilm

BariAshio on this Eid

A,

SHAHIDUL Islam Mintu has
created a tele film Bari Ashiowith
a different taste. Written by
famous lyricist Shahidullah
Farayzi and produced by
Mahmud Al Faysal, this tele film
will be telecast on ATN Bangla on

Zahid Hassan and Bannya Mirza in a scene from the telefilm Bari Ashio

the third day of Eid at 4:20 pm.
The performaers of this tele film
are Zahid Hassan, Bonya Mirza,
Mir Sabbir, Swapna Ferdous,
Momena Chowdhury, Probir
Mitra and others. Bari Siddique
have composed five different

songs for this tele film. Sriphaltali
of Gazipur is the main shooting
spot of this tele film.

Synopsis: Manik, a village
chap, is a fugitive but the villag-
ers know that he is dead. The
parents of Manik could not
accept that he is dead. They
blame his wife Parul for this
saying that she is unlucky for the
family. Manik's mother oneday
discovers that Parul is pregnant.
Gradually the news spread out in
the whole village but Parul tells
nobody who is the father. But the
head of the village Shodhu
Matobbar understands that
Manik is alive. The government
declares one lakh taka to get
Manik dead or alive. Shadhu
Matobbar, who knows that
Manik is not guilty but is the
accused of double murder, starts
to look for Manik actively. When
Manik comes to see Parul in the
dead night, he meets Shodhu
Matobbar.
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