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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibitions

January 15-31

The 11th Asian Art Biennale begins
on 15th. Itis being held at Osmani
Memorial Hall, Shilpa Kala Acad-
emy and National Museum. The
show will remain open for all from
11amto 7 pmevrdy day.

January 08-22

The Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
holds a solo exhibition, titled
Evidence of artist Mohammad
Eunus, featuring his works on oil,
acrylic paints and acrylic sheets at
the gallery premises. The show will
remain open for all from 12:00 pmto
8:00 pm everyday.

January 04- February 04

Russian Cultural Centre holds a
month-long children's book exhibi-
tion dedicated to the 100th birth
anniversary of the prominent
Russian writer A P Gaidar at the
centre's library.

January 13- February 12

Saju Art Gallery will hold the 50th
Grand Group Art Exhibition of
Reputed Bangladeshi Artists 2004
with 128 art works by 87 artists
beginning from today at 4:30 pm at
the gallery premises (F/40-41,
DCC, North Super Market 2nd
Circle, Gulshan). The display will
remain open for all from 10 am to
8:30 pm everyday except Fridays.

January 07-29

DRIK Gallery holds prestigious
photojournalistic - exhibition titled
World Press Photo from January 4.
The display remains open for all
from 3to 8 pm everyday.

Solo Oriental
Painting Exhibition
January 18-27

Dhrupad Gallery will hold an
exhibition titled Solo Oriental
Painting Exhibition by Cacoly,
starting January 18 at 5:30 pm at
the gallery premises (House- 36,
Road-5, Block- G, Banani). The
display will remain open for all from
10amto 8 pmeveryday.

DramaLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

Evening show at7:00 pm
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Popularising shows on current affairs

Muhammad Jahangir speaks his mind

HARUN UR RASHID

regarding TV programmes that

discussion orientated shows have fewer

audience than the others. And this
notion has often worked behind putting such
programmes at odd times in the daily menu of
the TV channels. But whoever has watched
programmes like Obhimot on BTV, or Tele
Shomoy of present time on Channel-i, must
agree on their considerable popularity.
Muhammad Jahangir, the moderator of both
the shows, isaveryfamiliar face tothem.

In fact, it is Muhammad Jahangir who
deserves the entire credit in this regard. For, he
introduced the idea of a programme that let the
viewers instantly present their opinions over the
telephone and ask questions to the discussants
on various selected issues. Jahangir named the
programme Obhimot, the Bangla for opinion,

I I \ HERE has always been a general opinion

anditwasairedlive on BTV.

The programme ran for about six years before
it was suddenly stopped during the Awami
League regime, Jahangir informs. 'Later I
approached the Ekushey Television with a
similar idea, but didn't get any response'. After
the change of government, Jahangir wrote to the
BTV about his interest in reviving Obhimot. But

again, hewas disappointed.

Regarding Tele Shomoy, Jahangir says that it
was Faridur Reza Sagar of Channel-i who
approached him for the programme. And he
somewhat admits that the timing of the show--

Muhammad Jahangir

pm for Obhimot.

Friday, 10:30 am--is not so bad as BTV's 10:30

However, Jahangir is not entirely happy
about everything regarding his present show.
The promotionals for Tele Shomoy are very few
in number and cannot be much effective, as
they are not shown at proper times,' he says.
'Since the programme is a topic based one and
the main attraction of it lies in the audience's
participation, it is very much important to
inform the viewers about the topic well ahead of
thenextshow,' Jahangir explains.

Jahangir's greatest regret is, however, that he
is not getting enough freedom in selecting the

topics. 'I have wanted to conduct programmes
on several current issues like the corruption, the
Transparency International report on
Bangladesh, the 'Third Force', two years of the
coalition government, export of gas etc., but
failed. The Channel-i authority has told me that
there are "pressures from the higher level", '
Jahangir informs. 'From this, I must say that my
experiences of working for both government
and private TV channels are the same,' he
concludes.

As long as audience participation is
concerned, Jahangir points at two aspects.
'Firstly, those who make phone calls cannot
always express their views properly because
most of the times they don't have enough
preparation due to the lack of effective publicity

of the topics. Secondly, those who are learned
do not participate in the debate--perhaps they

don't like the idea of calling up to a TV
programme.'

Jahangir opines that the electronic media is
not yet independent in Bangladesh. 'Neither is
the audience concerned enough regarding the
role of the media,' says Jahangir. 'Television is
meant for people, therefore they also have arole
to play. If our people had wanted it honestly,
ETVwouldn'thave been stopped!'

Although we propagandise the television as a
medium of education and constructive public
opinion, along with entertainment, the 'magic
box', it seems, is still largely used and believed to
be meant for thelatter alone.

Screen-venture

Gibson Film Passion to
debut on 2,000 Screens

REUTERS, Los Angeles

go a long way. Mel Gibson's

controversial new film, The
Passion of Christ, which at first had
a hard time finding a distributor,
will be independently released on
about 2,000 screens in the United
States next month, a Gibson
spokesman said on January 14. A
release on 2,000 screens is similar
to what a major studio release
would receive.

The movie, whose dialogue is in
Latin and Aramaic, covers the final
12 hours in the life of Jesus Christ
and has come under fire from some
Jewish groups who claim its story
could foment anti-Semitism by
tying Christ's death to Jewish

: ; OMETIMES a little faith can

authorities.

But Catholic and Protestant
groups, as well as biblical scholars,
have defended the film, saying it
sticks closely to accounts of the
crucifixion as told in the New
Testament. Pope John Paul saw the
movie in December and told his
longtime Polish secretary
Archbishop Stanislaw Dziwisz, 'Tt
isasitwas,' meaninghe considered
it an authentic portrayal of Gospel
accounts, a Vatican source told
Reuters.

Even though Gibson is a high-
profile actor and Oscar winning
director of films such as
Braveheart, Passion of Christ could
not find a major motion picture
studio that would distribute it due
to the controversy.

Back in uniform
The Big B returns as the angry cop

The Baily Star

East meets West

Fusion at its best with Habib

The Electronic music era

FaizuL A TANIM

HE newest collection of
music from Habib
Featuring Kayafeatures the

grand twosome of electronic or
fusion music by Habib--the music
producer, and Kaya--the singer
whose popularity can be counted
on the huge album sales--almost
300,000 copies sold all over
Bangladesh tillnow.

Habib, producer of Krishno,
however, says 'the compilation
itself was meant for fun. It was bits
and pieces of tryouts from the
semester-end assignments from
my last year of college 2002--
School of Audio Engineering (SAE),
UK. The album was released
officially in mid-June 2003 and it
was then that the velocity of the
album sales left us totally
dumbfounded'.

The next venture will be that of
blending fusion music with old
Bangali modern songs. And his
third compilation would consist of
his original compositions.

As he was approached with a list
of questionnaires, the debutant
voiced outhis opinions.

TDS: It is a rare case where
musicians studying abroad return
home. Why is that an exception in
your case?

Habib: Let's say that I am a
patriot. I love my country and
would like to contribute something
forits musical augmentation.

TDS: Who would be your
greatestinfluences?

Habib: I do not have a lot of
influences, however, would
particularly like to mention A R
Rahman. The man is an example by
himself. I first met him in an airport
before a transit flight. He was going
for his Umrah, which made his
personality amore gleaming one in
my opinion. The fact that music is
not a forbidden item in religion
became clearer. He is a dutiful
Muslim, a great composer, singer
and a great personality of our time-
-all the components combining
together make him a great

Habib: fusing east and west to a single audible pleasure

musician and my absolute idol.

TDS: We all know that your
musical career just began. But in
this short duration, do you have
anyachievements to talk about?

Habib: During my school years
in London, I used to work with a
well known DJ Ges-e. It was a mixed
Indian compilation called the
'Bombay Dreams' which was to be
redone in English. An authentic
track Shakalaka-baby was given to
four renowned music production
groups for a remake--1.Badmarsh
& Shri (their signs album became
very popular), 2.Nitin Sawhney,
3.Fatboy Slim and 4.Nasha--a
group where my diminutive
capabilities were considered by
Ges-e. Nitin's track obviously got
chosen for the final compilation,
but the fact that our work was
awarded with a spot to compete for
the album-track became a great
achievement. Working with the
three other big names actually gave
usahigher sense of satisfaction.

TDS: How does your working
style differ from other conven-
tional artists?

Habib: I usually catch the singer
in his spree, ask him to sing the
whole song and then based on his
raw vocal lines arrange the track

and compose the musical
arrangements. That's how my
combination with Kaya on Krishno
came outtobeasuccess.

Habib seems to be happy with
the rock scene of Dhaka mounting
up. 'Tt is a good sign that one
section of our music is improving
and time has come for fusion or
electronic music to reach its goal.
The fact about Krishno winning
minds of both the prince and the
pauper was amazing--It was a
nightin Chittagong when gettingin
to a cab, to my surprise the
chauffeur played a tape, which
happened to be my Krishno. I love
the fact that right from the slums
up to the New Year's ball of
International Club, my track
Krishnowas much appreciated and
reached out to all levels of people.
This truly is a revolution proving
Bangladeshi music fans, irrespec-
tive of class and creed, will accept
anything innovative and fresh.
Their taste will not be dominated
by conventional commercial
music. Anyone listening to Kala
and Din Geley Din from the album
would understand my efforts of
fusing east and west to a single
audible pleasure' commented the
emotional artiste leaving a smirk of
satisfaction.
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