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Khaleda plans to add’
150 seats to JS

Ahmadiyyas won't be dubbed as non-Muslim;
50 reserved berths for women

REZAUL KARIM

The four-party ruling alliance in a
landmark decision yesterday
unveiled a plan to raise the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS), seats to 450, including
50 reserved for women, to keep pace
withtherising population.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia pre-
sented the plan at a meeting of top
alliance leaders ather office, sayinga
bill proposing to raise the number of
lawmakers from 300 would be passed
in the upcoming session slated to
beginonJanuary18.

In another development, she
rejected the demand of a section of

Islamic fanatics for declaration of the
Ahmadiyya sect as non-Muslim,
meetingsotirces said.

But the meeting did not touch on
law and order, price spiral of essen-
tials, allegations of corruption,
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda's call to recast-a parliamentary
sub-committee and' former presi-
dentAQM Badruddoza Chowdhury's
and DrKamal Hossain's movestoput
up athird political force.

Revealing the JS expansion plan,
Khaleda said 400 lawmakers will be_

elected in direct votes while the 50
reserved seats would be distributed
proportionately among parties

having representationin parliament.

Aparty commandingatleast eight
lawmakers in parliament will have a
woman legislator, she explained.

A bill providing for the reserved
seats would be passed in the current
parliament and elections to the
enhanced general seats will be held

in the next parliamentary polls

scheduled for 2006.

Replying to a question by
Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP)
Secretary General Kazi Firoz Rashid,
Khaleda said her intention was to
raise the JS seats to 500 in line with a
poll pledge, but a study showed a
maximum of450 lawmakers could be

thestructureofthe House.
“We don't want to make any :
architectural change in the House,”

an alliance leader quoted the prime :

ministeras sz:ym;

Currently, the Jatiya Sangsad ‘can ;

seat354 legislators.
The process to enhance JS seats -

Bhuiyantold The DailyStar yesterday.
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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia presides over a meeting of the leaders of the ruling four-party alliance at her office yesterday to ralse the Jatiya
Sangsad seats to 450 from 300in a landmark decislon.
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Woman kills four in
Gaza suicide attack

REUTERS, Erez Grossing, Gaza Strip

A Palestinian woman suicide
bomberyesterday struckatthemain
border crossing between Israel and
the Gaza'Strip, killing four Israclis
andwoundingsevenpeople.

Militant group Hamas, which
claimed joint responsibility for the
attack along with the al-Agsa
Martyrs Brigades, vowed to escalate
attacks in a more than three-year-
old uprising,

The woman, identified by Hamas
as a 22-year-old mother of two, blew
herself up in a terminal where
Palestinian labourers from the
fenced-in Strip were being put
through Israeli security checks

before entering a nearby industrial
complex.

"Glass and black smoke flew
everywhere. Arabs were screaming,
Jews were screaming,” said a
Palestinian witness, her clothes
stained with the blood of others.

A senior Israeliarmy officer said
the dead included soldiers and least
one Israeli civilian. Security sources
said four Palestinians were among
thewounded.

Itwas the first Palestinian suicide
attack since a December 25 bomb-
ing that killed four Israelis near Tel
Aviv, and' raised further doubts

www.thedailystar.net

Amini defiant on
anti-Ahmadiyya
. demand

: STAFF CORRESPONDENT

- A ruling coalition parmerycsterday
: challenged' the
: rejection of the demand for declar-
: ing Ahmadiyyas non-Muslim at a
: meeting of top alliance leaders and
: vowed to press on with its move-
. mentagainst the Muslim sect.

prime minister's

On a different front, Bangladesh
: Jatiya Party (BJP) and the Islami
: Oikya Jote (10]) decided to quit the

* alliance if their representatives were
. notincludedin the cabinet.

pERdies wihoutsghanging : an 10] offshoot, who was silent all

: through the two-hour meeting

Fazlul Haq Amini, chairman of

: yesterday afternoon, told other
: leaders later that his party would
compel the government to caveinto
. the anti-Ahmadiyya demand, meet-
ingsourcessaid.

"We will make it difficult for the
: government to run the country

from 300 to 450 is almost final and a © ‘itnout agreeing to what we want,"

bill is likely to be placed at the next :
cabinet meeting for approval, BNP :
Secretary General Abdul Mannan :

an alliance leader quoted Amini as
telling him.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's
rejection of the demand came after

: 10] Chairman Azizul Haq raised the
Firoz Rashid said: "The prime :
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US Congressman Joseph Crowley is

concerned about the presence of
extremist groups in Bangladesh, but

sees it as the country's own respon-

sibility to deal with them, the visit-

ing American told journalists yester-

day following a close-door meeting!
with newspapereditors,

Although extremism in
Bangladesh concerns him, Crowley
said the problem is more acute in
other countries.

The congressman, at the end ofa
four-day. visit to Bangladesh, told
journalists at Hotel Sonargaon that
he wants to see closerco-ordination
between Bangladesh and the United
States. "Bangladesh has been a
strong supporter of the US from the
outset on the war on terror, as it

ICrowley worried
by extremist
presence

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

progresses we hope to continue the
relationship we have with
Bangladesh."

Crowley said he hasn'tyet formu-
lated the recommendations about
Bangladesh that he will present to
the Congressional Committee on
International Affairs, on which he
SCIVes.

But, he added, "This country
deserves the attention of the United
States, anditalreadyhasit."

Earlier in his visit, the Democratic
Congressman unleashed a series of
criticisms of the ruling government's
"wrong" and "unfortunate" decision
to ban Ahmediya publications, He
also stressed that the government
mustreignin endemic corruptionifit
hopes to brighten its negative image
abroad.
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Badruddoza to
form convening
committee

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Former president Badruddoza
Chowdhury is likely to form a 21-
member convening committee next
week, as a run-up to his move to
launch a civil society platform to
fightcorruption and crime.

The committee members after
scrutinising political strategies will
float Badruddoza's political party by
thismonth.

Sources close to Badruddoza told
The! Daily Star last night that the
committee will comprise two front-
line ruling BNP leaders, two former
ministers of the Awami League, also
retired army officers, two' former
secretaries, one renowned journal-
istand somedissident BNP leaders.

The former president, also
founding secretary general of the
BNF, stood down from presidency
following deterioration of relations
withthe partyin2002.

He has triggered political specu-
lations by publicly criticising therise
in corruption and crime during the
firsthalfofthe BNP rule.

Opposition criticises
move for not
consulting them

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Awami League (AL) and other
opposition parties yesterday criti-
cised the government move to
expand the number of seats in parlia-
ment because the crucial decision
was taken without consulting them.
. The chiefs and sénior leaders of
the rulingconlition yesterdayagreed
to raise the parliament seats to 450
including 50 reserved for women
from 300 in line with the rising
population.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil

smelt ill motives behind the step,
"We think they (the ruling coalition)
have some evil purposes as the
decision was taken unilaterally. The
ultimate aim is to demarcate con-
stituencies in such a way so that the
four-party voters in coalition's
marginal seatsincrease.”

Jalil was also critical of the idea of
keeping 50 reserved seats for
wormen, .

"The Awami League as well as
women organisations have been
campaigning for direct elections to
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Sergeant, businessman
gunned down in city

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A police sergeant was gunned down
on Ring Road at Mohammadpurlast
night, minutes after a businessman
was shot dead just 20 yards away on
Babar Road.

The victims are Sergeant Kazi
Shahabuddin, 28, of Mohammadpur
police, and Shafiul .Mam Firoz, 22, a
businessman.

Police said the killers of Sergeant
Shahabuddin came in a white
microbus-and fired on:him and his
companion Hanifas the two were on
their way to make a phone call from
ashoponRingRoad.

The incident happened at
around 7:00pm. Shahabuddin, who

received a bullet in the chest, was
taken to Dhaka Orthopedic (Pongu)
Hospital where doctors declared
him dead. Hanif is undergoing
treatment at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Police said Hanif had a dispute

with a local gang over property and
was theactual target.

Earlier, a suspected gang of
extortionists gunned down  busi-
nessman Firoz on Babar Road in
Jahuri Mohalla a few minutes before . .
thesergeant'smurder.

"Firoz was talking to & man in
front of the local mosque at about
6:40pm. Suddenly, 1 hum‘dagumhnt
and saw Firoz lying on the ground,"
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Bigots to stage
anti-Ahmadiyya
agitation Friday

Hardliners from Egypt,
India, London, Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia will join

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An'international outfit of anti-
Ahmadiyya diehards and a local
‘socio-cultural' organisation have
scheduled demonstrations at Paltan
Maidan for tomorrow and January
23 in the latest bid to force the gov-

emment to declare the religious sect

non-Muslim.

The post-Friday prayers demon-
stration by the International Majlis-
e-Tahaffuz-e-Khatme Nobuwat
Bangladesh will be followed by
another round by Bangladesh
Khelafat Majlis, a radical Islamist
organisation and offshoot of the
ruling coalition partner
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about the prospects for reviving a
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COMMUNICATIONS MINISTRY
JS body to scan more

graft allegations

Chairman rejects Huda's appeal
to recast 3-wheeler probe body

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A parliamentary body yesterday
rejected the communications min-
ister'sappeal to recast one of its sub-
committees and decided to hold a
special meeting to probe ‘wide-
spread allegations' in the ministry
activities.

The parliamentary standing
committée on the communications
ministry will scan the allegations of

comuption in CNG auto-rickshaw
sales, land allocation for CNG filling
stations, purchase of Volvo' buses
and activities of Bangladesh Road
Transport Corporation (BRTC) and
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA).

Syed Monjur Hossain, chairman
of the committee, told newspersons
at his Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban office
yesterday that the meeting mightbe
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Bangladesh intermational is an exclusive range of banking services for Non- Resident
Bargladeshi (NRB)s and foreign currency services for Resident Bangladeshis, which
is unique to HSBC in Bangladesh. HSBC's customers under this package will have
access to over 800,000 ATMs around the world.

Services Inclade:
. Foreign currency time deposits with competitive interest rates

. Sale of Wage Eamer Development Bond (WEDB) and 'US Dollar Bond (USDB)
issued by Bangladesh Bank.

. Overdrafl facility up to 80% of the value of the foreign currency time deposit and
US Dollar Bond and 90% of the value of the Taka time deposit and WEDB held
with HSBC

. Tuka current and savings accounts.
5. Taka ATM cards.

Bangladesh internstional assists NRBs to send money back to Bangladesh through
official channels anu to Keep their foreign currency savings in Bangladesh through
some 9,500 HSBC offices in 79 countrics.

For further information please
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Chittagong
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v hsbe.coni bd
hsbo@hsbe.dhaka-bd.net
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territories in Europe, the Asia-Pacific region, the
Americas, the Middle East and Africa serving

some 100 million customers worldwide, The world's local bank
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