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RECOMMENDATIONS

World Press Photo

January 07-29

DRIK Gallery holds prestigious
photojournalistic - exhibition titled
World Press Photo from January 4.
The display remains open for all
from 3 to 8 pm everyday.

Exhibitions

January 04-15

A joint exhibition titled Buthan: an
Act of Offering by Kama Wangdi of
Bhutan, Deepa Islam and Jasim
Uddin Xecon of Bangladesh, and
Yannick Jooris of Belgium is going
on at the gallery of Alliance
Francaise . The show remains open
for all from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
and 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

January 08-22

The Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts
holds a solo exhibition, titled
Evidence of artist Mohammad
Eunus, featuring his works on oil,
acrylic paints and acrylic sheets at
the gallery premises. The show will
remain open for all from 12:00 pm to
8:00 pmeveryday.

January 04- February 04

Russian Cultural Centre holds a
month-long children's book exhibi-
tion dedicated to the 100th birth
anniversary of the prominent
Russian writer A P Gaidar at the
centre's library.

January 13- February 12

Saju Art Gallery will hold the 50th
Grand Group Art Exhibition of
Reputed Bangladeshi Artists 2004
with 128 art works by 87 artists
beginning from today at 4:30 pm at
the gallery premises (F/40-41,
DCC, North Super Market 2nd
Circle, Gulshan). The display will
remain open for all from 10 am to
8:30 pm everyday except Fridays.

Russian Film Session

January 13-14

A two-day-long Russian film
session and photo exhibition
dedicated to the 300th anniversary
of the Russian Northern Capital St.
Petersburg is being held at
Jahangirnagar University, Savar.
The programme has been organ-
ised jointly by Zahir Raihan Film
Society and the Teachers-Students
Centre of Jahangirnagar Universty,
in association with the Russian
Cultural Centre, Dhaka.
January 14

2:00pm: Sisters

4:00pm: The Odyssey
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Faces behind the scene

Artists from the Asian Biennale

FAYzA HAQ

SUBAKI Noruboru is one of
the three artists from Japan
who have stirred up the
viewers of the 11th Asian Biennale.
This begins tomorrow at Osmani
Memorial Hall,Shilpakala
Academy and the National
Museum. Tsubaki's work is about
UN forces that are engaged in

Ashmina Ranijit

peacekeeping operation. There are
large landmines all round which
seem impossible to remove.
"Penta" the mine removal boot
moves its legs struggling to fulfill its
mission in vain. "Penta" both
points to the existence of land
mines and alludes to the distant
possibility of peace.

Kityama Yoshi, participating for
the second time, shows three-
dimensional works made of
bamboo in a style that is very
Japanese and very oriental. Having
achieved success as a contempo-
rary artist, Kityama removed
himself from art-for-art's sake
creativity. The work he shows in
the exhibition is more than a series
of new, freshly completed
drawings. His style drawing in
detail with ink on Japanese paper
(washi) the images he has created
in clay has achieved a kind of
perfection. "Violene, Strip, and
Dominate" bring in a pair of male
and female images on them of
violence and desire to dominate
express human impulses. They
show us that neither the perpetra-
tornorvictimisagoodrole.

In Domoto Yuumi's double-
faced picture of the tulip, we see a
flower whose petals are very heavy.
The petals hang in a tenuous
balance, symbolizing love and
sorrow. Domoto shows us the
importance of accepting events
quietly and calmly. She shows for
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'Penta’ alludes possibilities of peace and will captivate many

us the simple fact that the
possibility of revolutionary change
exists only when people accept the
real problems facing them instead
of trying to shut them away.

"I've been working as an artist
for several years," says Ashmina
Ranjit from Nepal. I began as a
painter and now I'm moving into
new forms such as installations
with video, prints. Here in Dhaka,
I've done an installation titled
'Love, compassion and peace'.
There are 2,500 bottled Buddhas
placed in a spiral form and as the
visitors come, they can pick one
and go away with it. The images are

Theme of violence

screen printed inside the bottle."
Touching on Nepalese art,
Ashmina said that contemporary
art brings in experimentation by
young artists although traditional
art is still there. Giving her opinion
of Bangladeshi art, she said that
judging by the work that she has
seen in Nepal such as that of
Mahboob, Lipi and Mili, she felt
that their work is vibrant and
energetic.

KhaKit from Singapore said that
the works of the Singaporean
artists were different from many as
theirs is a city state and the works
reflected urban life on large and the
artists brought in elements that
one saw in a city. Thus Vincent
Leaw's painting had flowers flying
out of a waste paper basket along
with faces and hands of humans. It
was in bright red, yellow , blue and
black and appeared quite
surrealistic. Shing brought in
paintings of her installations,
depicting a chair-like construction
and another, which looked like a
table from which fish-like
creatures appeared to be pouring
out. The gray table had some nails
bent onit. Shu Fang had broughtin
wrappings of sweets, lollypops,
toffees and chocolates in the
composition. Kha Kit had a
communication structure, like
some satellite painted gray and
blue. Giving his opinion of
Bangladeshi paintings Kha Kit said,
"I think they are strong in terms of

traditional skills and depicts and
colourful and open culture of
Bangladesh. By having such an
exhibition such as the Biennale it
will expand the views of the local
artists. "

Simin Keremmti, from Tehran,
Iran, said, " My work is a video
installation about a well and I show
the upper portion and lower
portion of this well. The message is
that someone has fallen into a deep
well and needs help. This is fixed in

Simin Keremmti

a small room as I wanted the
audience to feel the darkness of the
well and the helplessness and
bitterness of beinglonely and lost."
Giving her impression of
Bangladeshi art, Simin said that
this was her first time in Bangla-
desh and she hoped to meet the
local artists during the
Biennale.With her was Mahmoud
Bakshiwho had cypress trees made
from metal sheets and mounted on
a pond of mirror that symbolised
water. This visualised a verse in the
Quran that promises a paradise
with sky high trees and rivers. Her
other colleague from Iran, Jamshed
Hagigat Shenas, had painted on
wood, bringing in mythical images
with modern ones that appeared
like wooden puppets. Some have
detailed stylised strokes in them
while some had just been sketched
in bringing in the epic of Sohrab
and Rustam. Stars, moons, paisley
patterns, flowers and other items
from everyday life were included in
the composition in blue, black and
beige.

Ali Akai, a curator from Turkey
who was a member of the jury for
the Biennale, giving his impression
of Dhaka, said that he was totally
overwhelmed by the traffic motor
cars and rickshaws. He found the
clothes colourful while the food
was like the spicy food found in
India. He had a glance at some of
the works so far and had to see
more to pass any judgement.

Around the world

PHOTO: AFP

A closeup shows the face of
Austrian composer
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's
statue in Mozart square in
Salzburg 10 December.
Vienna and Austria are
already preparing for the
250th anniversary celebra-
tions of Mozart set for 2006,
with even more music and a
bonanza in tourism

Treasures: Faberge from
the Forbes Collection", on
display, on January 8, at
Sotheby's auction house in

valued collectively at 90
million USD, will be auc-

Cornation Box is estimated

The Faberge Coronation PHOTO:AFP

Box, part of "Imperial

New York. Nine Faberge
Imperial Easter Eggs,

tioned on 20 April. The
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Light and shade

A calendar with a view

ELITA KARIM

VERY New Year is marked,

not only with burst of

crackers and balloons all
around, but also the flurry of
colourful calendars of all shapes
and sizes. The many different
companies and agencies in the
country make it a point to come up
with year planners and calendars,
distributing them to prospective
customers, business acquain-
tances and friends.

This year, one of the calendars,
which might turn out to be a
sparkling eye catcher, is the one
brought out by Quasem Group.
With the theme, 'Evolution of
transportation system in
Bangladesh' in mind, artist
Sultanul Islam, sketched every
means of transportation available
in Bangladesh. What might strike
one the mostis the contrastingidea
of the many different traditional
musical instruments that he has
sketched as well. Although the
depiction of the musical instru-
ments is not always harmonious
with the backdrop yet the calendar
isworth aview.

For instance, the calendar
begins with a sketch of a palanquin
and its bearers, carrying the young
bride from one village to another.
Right in front of the palanquin, a
village baul is seen sitting and
playing his ektara. There are also
sketches of a Biman airlines taking
off, while a lady and her assistant

A detailed pencil sketch depicting the tribal community, its transportation

system and musicians

sing with their harmonium for a
living, watching the aircraft fly off
above them.

Intricate details, sketched to its
perfection, have a viewer truly
enthralled, for instance the designs
of bullock-carts running on the
country roads with a flutist
enjoying a leisurely time with his
flute under a Banyan tree will
definitely please the viewer. The
calendar goes onto give illustra-
tions of trains, horse carts, ships,

fishing boats, public busses, CNGs,
rikshaws and both the black and
yellow taxi cabs. Neither does the
artist fail to illustrate further on the
traditional instruments like a
dotara, mondira, a traditional
wedding band party with
trumpets, shehnai, dhols, violin,
dugdugiand many more.

This calendar has a different
taste all together and surely gives
offarefreshing taste to everyone.

Sitcom 'Frasier' to end 11-year NBC run in May

FTER 20 years as one of
television's most beloved
and enduring snobs, Kelsey

Grammer will soon be leaving his
"Frasier" personabehind for good.

NBC said on Monday that
"Frasier," which debuted in 1993 as
a spinoff of the long-running bar-
room comedy "Cheers" and won
Emmy Awards as best comedy for
five years in a row will end its 11-
year run at the close of the current
TVseasonin May.

The decision was announced by
NBC Entertainment President Jeff
Zucker during a television critics
luncheon at the Paramount Net-
work Television lot in Hollywood,
where the show s filmed.

Official word that "Frasier's"
days are numbered comes as NBC
prepares to bid farewell in May to

Breaking new grounds

Frasier days are over

another of its signature sitcoms,
"Friends," whose fate was sealed by
Zucker last January. "Friends" will
have run for 10 seasons.

Grammer, 48, stars as the elitist

but lovable Dr. Frasier Crane, a
neurotic Seattle psychiatrist who
dispenses advice to radio listeners
as host of his own call-in show.
David Hyde Pierce co-stars as his
fussyyounger brother, Niles.

The impending departure of
"Frasier" has been widely antici-
pated for at least a year, but execu-
tives at the General Electric Co.-
owned broadcaster had until now
left open the possibility of the show
returning.

"The show is going to end, and
we're all actually kind of at a place
where we're OK with it," he said.
Added co-creator David Lee,
"From the executive producers'
standpoint, (there) was never an
intention of going further than this
year."

Source: Reuters

Saudi shows new face to world
Female news readers introduced

an all-news satellite

television channel, featuring
the kingdom's first female news
reader, to Eresent a new image of
the state, the station's director said
Monday.

Ikhbariya, inaugurated Sunday,
will broadcast in Arabic for 12
hours a day before moving to
round-the-clock c})rograminﬁ
director Mohammad Barayan told
Reuters.

E ; AUDI Arabia has launched

militancy by promoting anti-
Western sentiment in schools,
giving radical clerics a platform
and failing to stem the flow of funds
to extremists, charges denied by
officials who say they have cracked
down on militants.

Barayan said the state-owned
channel would correct false
perceptions, including some about
therole of Saudi women.

Breaking new ground in the
deeply conservative Muslim

bulletin was delivered by female
announcer Buthaina al-Nasr,
dressed modestly in a black head
scarfand white jacket.

"Some of the things they say
about women in our country aren't
right. This channel will have
women reading the news and will
also discuss social issues related to
women," he said.

expected. at 1.5-2 million USD. Critics say the kingdom fueled kingdom, Sunday's opening news Source: Reuters
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