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Stringent electronic
media law planned

Compulsory licensing, cancellation of licences, fines
‘and jail terms for violation of law proposed

REZAUL KARIM

' The government: is considering a

stringent legislation to bring the
electronic media, especially the
satellite channels, under a guideline
inan apparentbidto control them.
The information ministry after a

series of discussion with other
ministries and authorities con-
cerned has finalised a draft of the

laty, Private Broadcast Media (Radio

and Television) Bill 2004, and will
placeitin tomorrow s cabinet meet-
ing forapproval.

Ifapproved, the billwill be placed

in the upcoming Jatiya Sangsad
session forpassage,

It also proposes government
permission for transfer of shares
and licences and strict enforcement
of BangladeshTelecommunications
Act 2001, suspension and

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

20 killed, 30 hurt in
Tangail bus accident

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Atleast 20 people were killed and 30
injured in a road accident in Tangail
yesterday.

Anotherroad mishap in Rajshahi

claimed threelives.

Qur Tangail correspondent
reported that a road mishap on the
Dhaka-Tangail Highway at Birkusha
under Sadar upazila left 20 people
killed and 30 others injured.

Police and witnesses said the
accident occurred at about 2:30pm
when a bus carrying 50 disciples of
Peer Shaheb of Enayetpur from

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2
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WE SHARE THE JOY OF STUDENTS
WE SALUTE THE SACRIFICE
OF PROUD PARENTS

Habib Bank
staff resign
en masse

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The entire staff of the two branches
of Habib Bank in Bangladesh
resigned en masse protesting the
bank’s decision to axe 31 of 68 offi-
cers and employeeslast Thursday.

The bank staff also submitted a
memorandum. to' the Bangladesh
Bank (BB) governor yesterday
apprising himofthe situation.

The central bank has instructed
the authorities of the Pakistan-
owned bank to resolve the issue of
termination through negotiations.

The BB authorities summoned
Habib Bank Country ManagerAbdul
Hye yesterday. and inguired of the
lateststatus ofthe branches.

The regional manager of the
bank, Ashraf M Wathra, is due to fly
in from Singapore to negotiate the
issue with representatives of the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

40 AL men
hurt in 'Jubo
Dal' attack

UNB, Narayanganj

Alleged JatiyatabadiJubo Dal cadres
swooped on different gatherings of
Awami League (AL) and its front
organisations, injuring 40 pro-AL
activists, two with bullet, in a series
of attacks' at different parts of

Narayanganj town yesterday.
Alleged to be miling BNP's stu-
dent wing activists, they fired on a
gathering organised by AL,
Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)
and Jubo League in M Circus area.
The AL men were to attend the
party's grand rally at Paltan Maidan

inthecapital, witnesses said.
Among the injured, AL leader
Liton and BCL activist Wahidur
Rahman Jewel were admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Cold claims
12 more in
two days

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 12 people including four
children died from cold and cold-
related illnesses in the south-
western regionsinthe lasttwo days.

Our Lalmanirhat Comrespondent
reported 10 people including two
children died’' of pneumonia and
other cold-related diseases during
thelast 48 hours, raising the number
of deaths in the district to 23 since
December29.

Hospital sources in Lalmonirhat
said another 35 people were admit-
ted to different local hospitals with
cold-related complexities,

Our Satkhira Correspondent
added a two-month-old babyson of
Tariqul Islam of Hagachha under
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Hasina gives govt a month
to meet 15-point demand

ISSUE 20 PAGES

Hartal, agitation threatened otherwise

Maidan yesterday.

Awami League President'Shelkh Hasiha speaks before a vast crowd at a public meeting at Paltan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Main opposition Awami League (AL) President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday gave the government a month to fulfil
her party's 15-point demands orstep aside.

"Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and her government

i Disband Hawa Bhaban activities

i Stop violence and corruption

# Expel war criminals from the cabinet

i Reduce livelihood expenditures

& Stop the conspiracy to export natural gas

PHOTO: STAR

-

@ Bring reforms in the electoral process
and ensure transparency

| will have to resign if it fails to fulfil the demands by
' February 10," Hasina announced amid deafening
cheers and occasional slogans from a gathering of tens
of thousands of people who thronged the city's Paltan

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An allegation that grabbers have
illegally occupied 18.2 acres of the
Botanical Garden land at Mirpur
was raised yesterday at a meeting of
the parliamentary  standing com-

Botanical Garden
land gobbled up

]S body to visit spot

mittee on the environment and
forests ministry.

Some cormupt officials of the
Department of Forest allocated the
land to a company through forgery

and the illegal occupants have

SEE PAGE 11.COL 3

BAN ON BOOKS

Ahmadiyyas to fight
it out in court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat
Bangladesh will go for a legal battle
against the government ban on all
their publications after they receive
the order to thiseffect..

"We have not yet received the

government order, Once we receive
it, we will go to court,” said Tareq
Mobasser, an Ahmadiyya spokes-
marn. '

"We will file a writ with the High
Court against the ban, which
infringes on our rights.of religion
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