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RPC POWER PROJECT NEAR SAVAR

Corruption alleged

floating tender

SHARIER KHAN

When donors are pressing for free-
ing tender procedures from cormp-
tion, the Rural Power Company
(RPC), is allegedly pursuing its
donor-funded Savar 450-megawatt
(MW) power project using "unfair"
and severely limiting tender terms
toaward the contract toacompany.
If awarded to the company, the
overpriced contract wili benefit a
handful of lobbyists and
businesspersons and put extra
financial burden on rural consum-

ers, industry sources said.

The RPC is the brainchild of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and
enjoyed the Bank's support in past
projects, but the ADB! itself last
month brought allegations of lack of
transparency in the Savar project
andwithdrewits support fromit.

Partly funded by German finan-
cier Kfw, the RPC floated the tender
a few months ago for Engineering,
Procurement and Construction

" (EPC) Contract for the first phase of

the 450-MW Dhaka North Power
Project (DNPP) at Kadda, nearSavar.

The first phase of the DNPP will
generate 280 MW and involve an
estimated cost of 150 million Euros.

Although it is an EPC contract
tender, its terms clearly bar partici-
pation of any EPC contractors.

As a result, the RPC so far got
response from onlytwo companies -
- Siemens of Germanyand Alstom of
France -- as the tender's stringent
terms and conditions disqualify
most other power companies.

The bid documents will be
openedonJanuary 26.

The RPC has already appointed

| IRERSIESRTS T

1n

German company Lahmeyer as
project consultant without any
tender. Lahmeyerwas earliergivena
15-year operation and maintenance
contract for RPC'si Mymensingh
power projects -- also without any
tender -- at a cost at least five times
higher than for similar operations
carried out by the Power
DevelopmentBoard (PDB)

The ADB went on the record on
December 11 raising questions
about the way the RPC project is
moving ahead. Ina press statement,
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BDR DG SAYS IN DELHI
Over 90 rebel
camps in India
active against
Bangladesh

BSS, New Delhi

Anti-Bangladesh insurgents are
operating from over 90 camps in
India, BDR Director General (DG)
Maj Gen Jahangir Alam Chowdhury:
said here Thursday,

Gen Chowdhury told reporters
thathewould once again give the list
ofthe campsin Indiafromwherethe
anti-Bangladesh insurgents were
operating.

The BDR DG said that Bangladesh
had given a list to the Indian Border
Security Force (BSE) at the last DG
level meeting held in Dhaka in April
lastyear.

Gen Chowdhury said that the
camps were located in the Indian
bordering states of Assam, Mizoram
andTripura.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Bangabandhu's
'homecoming
~day’ today

AL to announce
agitation plan

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League (AL)
President Sheikh Hasina will

* announce anti-government move-
ment programmes from the party's
grand rally at Paltan Maidan in the
capital thisafternoon.

Therallyisbeing held to mark the
‘Homecoming Day.'

On this dayin 1972, Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman returned bhome
from Pakistan after confinement in
jail during the nine-month war
leading to the independence of
Bangladesh.

Bangabandhu was arrested from
his Dhanmondiresidence in Dhaka
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Huda's Jamaat
remarks under
BINP fire

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNF)
leaders yesterday reacted sharply to
Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda's speech to the recent confer-
ence of the Islami Chhatra Shibir
(ICS) and'asked him to make his
positionclear.

Ajoint meeting ofthe centraland
districtleaders of the BNP discussed
Huda's speech to the conference on
December 30 when he reportedly
said the Jamaat did not do any
wrong by working for the integrity of
Pakistan during the Liberation War
IS ‘

BNP. Secretary General Abdul

“Mannan Bhuiyan chaired the meet-

ing at BNP's Nayapaltan office
organised to chalk out the
programmes to observe the 68th
birth anniversary of former presi-
dentZiaur Rahman.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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'Ban on Ahmadiyya books

infringement of rights'
Govt defends decision amid flak |

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government order banning all
Ahmadiyya publications drew swift
flak from people of all hues yester-
day and' prompted a demand for
lifting the ban that the ruling coali:
tion defended with a counterpoint
ofensuring peaceinsociety.

Supreme Court Bar Association
President Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud described the ban as
violative of fundamental rights of
the minority Ahmadiyyas.

"It clearly violates freedom of
religion (Article 41), non-
discrimination on ground ofreligion
(Sub-article 3 of Article 28) and
freedom of speech, thought and
conscience (Article 39) of the consti-

tution,” he pointed out.

"The order also reneges on the
right to equal protection of lawand
theright to be treated in accordance
with the law and' equality before
law," headded.

The ban was imposed on
Thursday in view of what the gov-
emment said was objectionable
materials in' Ahmadiyya publica-
tions that "hurt or might hurt the
sentiments of the majority Muslims
ofBangladesh".

It came after religious bigots
represented mainly by Islami Oikya
Jote, a partnerofthe ruling coalition,
launched a campaign with Hifazate
Khatme Nabuwat Andolon at the
forefront to force the government to
declarethe sect non-Muslim.

The move is viewed as the first
step towards declaring about one
lakh Ahmadiyyasnon-Muslim.

DrM Zahir, a constitution expert,
advocated even-handed treatment
of all religious sects by the govern-
ment, adding: "Nobodyhastheright
to translate the Quran wrongly or
misinterpret it. But when all publi-
cations are banned, other publica-
tions not concerned with the holy
book mayalso come under the ban,”
hesaid.

"Ifthatis so, itis a barto the right
to propagate one's freedom of
expression.”

Dr Zahir wondered why the
Ahmadiyyas were not allowed to
practise their religion the way
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Debt management
unit on cards

Bid to bring transparency in govt expenditure, lending

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The government is going to forma
debt management unit (DMU) in
the Finance Division to ensure
discipline and transparency in
government expenditure and lend-
ing.

The government also decided
upder: the Financial Management
Reform Programme (FMRP) to
collect monthly accounts on expen-

diturés incurred by all’ ministries

and district offices. These accounts
are to be submitted to the EMRP
office.

The government annually
spends around Tk 40,000 crore,

The ministries of education,
agriculture, women and children
affairs and social welfare have
already started sending their
monthly accounts: to the FMRD
office. Each of these four ministries
also has opened afinancial manage-
ment unit (FMU) to comply with a
set of FMRP instructions on how to

«compile the accounts on amanthly

basis. The FiMUS will also be opened ™

inotherministriessoon,
"Typically, when we start work-
ingon the budget, we don'tinstantly
get accounts on government spend-
ing," said a FMRP source. "This new
system willkeep usready all the time
and facilitate us tremendously in

makingthebudgetinJune."

* In addition to expenditures
under revenue and development
budget, the government spends and
eams a significant amount through
its district offices. But there are wide
discrepanciesinthese accounts too.

Therefore, the office of the
Comptroller General of Accounts
(CGA) is now working on framing a

thedistrictoffices, i
The offices of deputy commis-
sioners (DCs) across the country will
be linked' through computer net-
work and share accounting infor-
mationonline onadaily basis.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Power crisis likely to
deepen this summer

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK

An acute power crisis may plague
the coming summer,

Powersectorofficials said thereis
little possibility of enhanced power
generation in the nearfuture though
the peak-hour demand insummeris
likelytoincrease 10 percent, putting
the requirement figure at around
4000 mw:

The demand for power last sum-

mer was 3600 mw on average and
the usual supply shortage was 250
mw. The Power Development Board
(PDB) provided 3592 mw on August
17 last year, the highest in the sea-
Son.

The officials pointed out that
demand for power registered an
incremental ‘rise by 10 percent a
year,

Explaining the power generation
situation, they said a 210-mw steam
power plant at Siddhirganj on the
outskirts of the capital may be com-
missioned by March 31. But people

involved in the construction of the
plant for over seven years now think
it is unlikely to generate power by
the coming summer. It may take six
more months to complete the pro-
ject,

The 80-mw turbine power plant
inTongi is set to go into operationin
October, well after the summer

The PDB and' the Rural

Electrification! Board (REB)! are
working on adding around 1200 mw
of power to the national grid
through installation of six more
power plants. But neither of them is
likely to be commissioned before
thenextyear.

As an immediate bailout mea-
sure, the PDB hastakenupa100-day
crash programme aimed at com-
pleting routine maintenance and
repair of the existing power plants
beforethe onsetofsummer.

The secretary of the Power
Division and chairman of the PDP
alongwith high officials of the power

. .SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Outlaws woes of Rupsha
bridge construction

RAFIQ HASAN

The construction of the donor-
funded vital bridge over the Rupsha
river has been stalled several times
because of harassment by an out-
lawed extremist group.

According to sources, the Purba
Banglar Communist Party  (PBCP)
has been attacking the officials and
workers at the site and demanding
toll fromithe contractors in Khulha
since the construction began two
years ago.

They have demanded huge
amount in toll and attacked the
officials and workers at the con-
struction site. One suchvictimofthe
PBCP attack was Rezaul Karim Raj,
supervisor of the Rupsha Bridge
Construction Project at
Labonchora. On his way to work in
the moming of November 22, the
extremists chopped him with a
Chinese axe and snatched his

cellphone and purse. They left the
spot raising slogans of the under-
ground outfit, according to newspa-
perreports, Severely injured Raj was
admitted to Khulna Medical College
Hospital, and is' now undergoing
treatmentinDhaka.

The outlawed' group earlier
demanded' Tk 50,000 in toll from
him. They swooped on him as he
had refused to oblige them, accord-
ingto sources.

The Rupsha bridge project offi-
cials and workers witnessed two
suchmajorattacks between Julyand
December this year, said an official
ofthe project.

"Such extortion demands and

Positive Bangladesh
See our special story titled
'the strength within' on
page12.

threats are not uncommon, but this
time the contractors have filed an
allegation of threat from the extrém-
ists," said Momenul Huq, director of
the Rupshabridge project.

Security, has'been beefed up at
the project site with' another 30
policemen joining a contingent of
64 police personnel that has been
guarding the project site since the
beginning, the source said.

The construction of the Japan-
funded bridge started in May 2001
and was supposed to be complete in
November 2004. But the completion
of the bridge is going to be delayed
byatleastsevenmore months.

Though more than 65 percent
work has been complete, the con-
tractors are now apprehending that
the bridge would not be ready for
traffichefore June 2005.

Momenul Huq told The Daily
Star that the work was delayed
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. 1 thDeath Anniversary

DATE: 10™ JANUARY 1990

\ We deeply mourn the death of our beloved mother
Late "Masuda Begum" wife of late Mr. Abul Khair,
founder of Abul' Khair Group (Abul Co.). Today with
due respect, we remember her works, ideals and
memories and pray to almighty for her divine
blessings. '

We request all our relatives and well-wishers 1o pray
for her eternal peace.

BELOVED SONS & DAUGHTERS.
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Blast outside Iraq
mosque kills 6

AFP, REUTERS, Baguba

Atleast six people were killedand 39
injured yesterday in an explosion
outside a Shiite mosque in the town
of Baguba, northeast of Baghdad,
after the end of mainweekly prayers,
medicssaid.

"Five people were killed and 39
people injured in an explosion near
the Haj Sadek Banin mosque,” said
Ziad Tarek, a doctor at the general
hospital in Baquba, 60km from
Baghdad.

Baquba, in Diyala province, is
populated by a mixture of Stinni and
ShiiteMuslims.

Unknown attackers strapped a
gas cylinder packed with explosives
10 a bicycle and'left it outside the
mosque -- close to people praying
on the pavement because of lack of
spaceinside,

"At the end of prayers, it

S

exploded,” Iraqi police Sergeant
Haki Ismail’ Mustafa told Reuters.
Officials at a nearby, hospilal said
theyknewof39 peopleinjured.

Another report says, Iraqi gueril-
las early yesterday fired two rocket-
propelled grenades at a Baghdad
hotel used by foreign companies,
contracted by the US-led coalition,
but there were no casualties, said
security guardswith thefirms.

"The first and fourth floors were
hit. No one was wounded," said one
of the guards from the companies,
hiredbythe coalition.

The attack happened at around 6
am local time on the Bourj al-Hayat
hotel, which has cement barriers
shielding it from the street, in cen-
tral Baghdad.

Offices of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party, the ruling party in
thenorthern Iraqiprovinces of Arbil
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