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Acme-Pallima
badminton
from today

BSS, Dhaka

The Acme-Pallima Badminton
Tournament, organised by Pallima
Sangsad, begins today at the club's
premisesin the city.

The leading badminton players
of the country are contesting in the
competition, which is being spon-
sored by the Acme Laboratories
Limited.

Some 46 shuttlers are expected
to take part in four events -- men's
singles, women's singles, men's
doubles and mixed doubles.

The tournament, which con-
cludes on January 17, offers lucra-
tive cash awards for the winners.

JU cricket

BSS, Dhaka

The Economics Department
defeated Chemistry Department by
32 runs in the inaugural match of the
Inter-department Cricket
Championship of Jahangirnagar
University at its central playground
yesterday.

Batting first, Economics made
179-6 in the allotted 25 overs with
Masum scoring highest 62 while
Babuadded43.

Shaheed captured four wickets
for Chemistry conceding only 20
runs.

In reply, Chemistry scored 147-
5 with Shameem top scoring with
63. Bulbul took two wickets giving
away 33 runs for Economics.

Karate meet in
Chittagong

CU CORRESPONDENT

The second Mahanagari Karate
Competition began at the
Metropolitan Shooting Range at
Dampara Police Lines yesterday.

The Chattagram Mahanagari
Krira Sangstha (CMKS) has
arranged the competition.

On the first day, four events were
held in different weight sections.
Jasim and Minhaj from 351;§1 cate-

ory, Ruhul Amin and Shahjahan
om 40kg, Hossain Ali and Sheikh
Jamal from 40kg moved into the
finals.

Gritty Jamal

FROM PAGE 13

Jamal c Fazleb Mujtaba 81

Anwarb Fazle 4
Alamgirb Saglain 10
Gazib Saglain 25
Ashrafulnotout 0
Extras: (b-28,1b-8,nb-10) 46
Total: (All outin 98.4 overs) 284

Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-5, 3-65, 4-69, 5-
116,6-142,7-148,8-182,9-278

Bowler 0O M R W
Fazle Akbar 23 6 23 3
NajafShah 13 2 48 1
Ilyas 2 1 1 0
Saqglain 40 9 79 5
AMujtaba 14.4 8 32 1
Mehmood 4 3 5 0
Result: PIA won by an innings and 15

runs.

Blank firing

FROM PAGE 13

A nervous Nizam almost commit-
ted the fatal mistake when he
decided to take the ball on the
bounce after Johnny had lobbed it
inside the Abahani D. But the
goalkeeper missed the flight com-
pletely as the ball eluded his out-
stretched hands, hit the metalwork
andreturned to play.

Yellow card: Tareq (Arambagh).
TEAMS

ABAHANI: Nizam, Osamanu,
Nikolai, Mahmudul Hasan,
Masood Rana, Parvez, Joy
(Pranotosh), Rakib, Alessandro,
Khokon and Maxim (Uzzal).
ARAMBAGH KS: Tareq, Khaled,
Anupam, Ashraful, Kaba,
Shamsher, Araman, Asad (Hasan),
Dominique, Johny and Awal
(Oinu/Anwar).

Referee: Ramkrishna Ghosh.
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Shabbir Hussain of Pakistan (L ) tries to challenge Ji Seong Hwan of South Korea during their Sultan Azlan Shah Cup
hockey match in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. Pakistan won 4-2.

Azlan Shah Cup

Pakistan down Korea

m Hockey

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Pakistan coach Rolent Oltmans
read his team the riot act after the
defending champions outclassed
South Korea 4-2 in the opening
match of the 13th Sultan Azlan
Shah Cup here Thursday.

Two strikes from Rehan Butt
and one apiece from Mohammed
Nadeem and Shabbir Hussain were
enough to secure victory for the
Pakistanis against the Korean 2002
Asian Games gold medallists.

But Oltmans was far from satis-
fied after a porous display from the
Pakistan defence.

"It was a good win but I am not
too happy with our performance
especially the defence,” Oltmans
said. "There were just too many

mistakes made by the defenders
and this is something we can ill
afford if we wantto dowell."

Missed chances proved the
difference between the two sides,
with Pakistan deadly in front of
goal as South Korea squandered a
string of opportunities.

Korea went on the offensive
from the first whistle but were
unable to turn their domination
into goals.

The Pakistanis absorbed the
early pressure and relied on coun-
ter attacks and the tactic bore fruit
as they took the lead in the 14th
minute through Butt whose hit
slipped under the leg of South
Korean goalkeeper Ko Dong-Sik.

Pakistan should have doubled
their advantage in the 26th minute
when Shakeel Abbasi broke
through the middle only to lift his
shotabove Ko and the bar.

The Koreans however equalized
through Seo Jong-Ho a minute
before the break.

Pakistan opted to attack when
play resumed in the second and
were duly rewarded through goals
from Nadeem (39th minute) and
Butt (42nd minute) to take a 3-1
lead.

However Korea reduced the
deficit through Lee Jung-Seon who
converted a penalty corner in the
43rd minute.

Try as they did the Koreans just
could not get the better of Ahmad
Alam in the Pakistan goal and while
they were too engrossed in search-
ing for the equalizer, the Koreans
left gapsin their defence.

And Shabbir made the most of
some good work by Butt on the
right flank to score the fourth goal
two minutes before the end of the
match.

Jones hopes to make it

‘% Cricket

AFP, London

Fast bowler Simon Jones insists he
can still make it into England's
squad for the West Indies despite
over a year on the sidelines with
injury.

The 25-year-old Glamorgan
quickie was omitted from the
England squad announced on
Wednesday but told a place would
be reserved for him provided he
proved his fitness on the A tour of
India and Malaysia later this
month.

Jones insisted he was fit again
after 14 months out with a freak
knee injury sustained while field-
ing during the Brisbane Test just
his second against Australia in
November 2002.

"I'm viewing this decision by
the selectors as a positive and I'm
looking forward to the challenge in
India and showing that I'm fit for
the Caribbean," Jones said.

"There is no bigger incentive for
a fast bowler than having a West
Indies tour dangled like a carrot in
frontofhim."

England have not won a Test
series in the Caribbean since 1968
when Jones's father Jeff, a left-arm
pace bowler for Glamorgan, was in
the team.

And 36 years on, Jones junior

said he could not wait for the expe-
rience of playing in front of West
Indian crowds.

"There is so much mystique
surrounding West Indies tours for
fast bowlers. My father Jeff has told
me of his memories of his England
tour in 1968 and the crowd really
get behind fast bowlers from either
side.

"I have worked hard for the last
14 months so I can't see whyIcan't
continue to prove my fitness in
India. It's there for the taking as far
asI'mconcerned," he added.

Jones, who is genuinely quick,
has bowled in only three second XI
games since his injury so it was
unsurprising that England's chair-
man of selectors, David Graveney,
refused to get carried away by his
hopes.

"The reports we have had from
the National Academy indicate
that Simon Jones is making good
progress in his recovery from a
kneeinjury.

"Simon has been out of first
class cricket for more than a year.
We will be monitoring his form and
fitness on the A tour of India with a
view to adding him to the Test
squad," Graveney added.

Jones made a dramatic start to
his debut Test against India at
Lord's in 2002 with a run-a-ball 44
battingatNo.10.

He looked more nervous when
it came to his intial bowling stint

but took two wickets in two overs to
dismiss Ajay Ratra and Ajit Agarkar.

In the second innings he suf-
fered with a side strain that was to
keep him out of England action
until that fateful match in
Brisbane.

Jones is one of three England
quicks with a fitness question-
mark against their names.

Stephen Harmison (back)
missed the second half of
England's pre-Christmas winter
tour in Sri Lanka while James
Anderson sat out the openingleg of
the tour campaign in Bangladesh
with akneeinjury.

However, both Anderson and
Harmison were included in the
Testsquad for the West Indies.

England are desperate to avoid
arepeat of the injury problems that
blighted their 2002-03 tour of
Australia.

As well as losing Jones to an
unforseen injury, England also saw
their gamble on Darren Gough
backfire when, after hoping the fast
bowler's knee problem would clear
up on tour, the Yorkshire quick
instead returned home without
bowlingaballin anger.

England are due to play four
Tests and seven one-day interna-
tionals in the West Indies. The
squad departs on February 25 with
the first Test in Jamaica starting on
March11.
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Clijsters

uncertain
AFP, perth

The future of Belgium's Kim Clijsters
remained uncertain Thursday with
Hopman Cup officials reporting she
was on crutches after suffering an
ankle injury which forced her out of
theevent.

Clijsters hobbled off the court
Wednesday in the third set of her
match against Australian Alicia
Molikand wasimmediately sent fora
precautionary scan at a nearby
hospital.

Tournament officials said
Clijsters had been seen by a doctor
again Thursday morning and was
resting in her hotel near the
Burswood Dome where the event is
beingplayed.

Tournament director Paul
McNamee said he did notknowwhat
Clijsters' plans were for competingin
the Adidas International in Sydney
starting on Sunday or the Australian
OpeninMelbourneonJanuary19.

Tournament medical director Dr
Peter Steel has diagnosed the condi-
tion as bruising on the bone at the
backoftheanklejoint.

Clijsters' official website reported
Thursday that the injury was serious
quoting the medical report as stat-
ing: "Because of the specific form of
strain there is a swelling as well as
inflammation in the heel around the
backoftheanklejoint".

Lara returns
to top place

REUTERS, London

West Indies captain Brian Lara,
who became the fastest player to
reach 9,000 runs in Test cricket
against South Africa on Sunday,
has reclai-med top spot in the
PriceWater-houseCoopers Test
ratings.

Lara, who struck a double
century, a century and two fifties in
the first three Tests against South
Africa, dislodges Australia's Ricky
Ponting at the head of the stand-
ings.

Ponting slips to second, with
India's Rahul Dravid and another
Australian, Matthew Hayden, in
third and fourth placerespectively.

Batsman Pts Avg
Lara 912 52.69
Ponting 891 55.97
Dravid 884 57.42
Hayden 881 58.28
Inzamam 811 49.85
Kallis 808 52.00
Tendulkar 783 57.19
Gibbs 781 47.40
Richardson 775 49.02
Laxman 756 47.39
Bowler Pts Avg
Muralitharan 908 22.94
Akhtar 861 23.40
Pollock 860 21.11
McGrath 798 21.71
Gillespie 751 25.24
Kumble 748 28.31
Ntini 728 29.36
Tuffey 721 27.32
Harbhajan 655 28.47
Vaas 629 30.12

Rixon wants
Waugh to
relax

AFP, sydney

New South Wales coach Steve
Rixon wants Steve Waugh, having
recovered from his post-Test
euphoria, to relax and enjoy him-
self as the Blues attempt to claw
their way back from the wrong end
of the Sheffield Shield standings
againstVictoria.

Rixon believes expected crowds
each day of 5,000-plus people in
Newcastle, north of here, will give
the Blues more of a home advan-
tage than their base at the Sydney
Cricket Ground, which is usually
virtually empty.

The Blues are second last on the
Shield table.

A victory against the pace-
setting Victorians will re-ignite
their title defence and give Waugh,
playing on for the Blues despite his
retirement from the Test side,
renewed hope of being in one last
domestic final before he quits all
forms of the game.

"I'd like to see Steve just enjoy
his cricket," Rixon said on
Thursday.

Patel learns

FROM PAGE 13
record for most Test wicketkeeping
dismissals with 366 catches and 29
stumpings, gave advice to the two
Indians on 'keeping to spin bowl-
ing.

He is particularly impressed
with Patel, who is still in his teens.

"He's certainly a long-term
option, whether that's how they're
thinking in India, I don't know,"
Healysaid.

"His technique is very good, he
moves well and he's brilliant with
the bat in my mind, he's a long-
term option."

Healy is happy to pass on his
knowledge to international 'keep-
ers, but hopes this session works
better than the work he did with
South African Mark Boucher dur-
inglastyear's World Cup.

"At the World Cup I worked with
Boucher, he was having a trouble
or two, it got worse after I worked
with him," Healysaid.

"Hopefully, he's coming good
now but nothing you do in a repe-
tition sense sinks in for three or
fourweeks."

Time for smaller

FROM PAGE 13

It means Rohan Gavaskar, son of
Indian legend Sunil, and exciting
newcomer [rfan Pathan can expect
opportunities to make a name for
themselves.

"Rohan knows there is big
difference between state and
international cricket and he wants
toimprove," said Ganguly.

"He is a far more attacking
player than his dad and bats left-
handed. If he does well he could go
places."

India will rely heavily on their
batsmen and Sachin Tendulkar,
the highest scorer in one-day
history, should be in prime form
following his double century in the
Sydney Test.

"It is easier to adjust from Test
to one-day (cricket) than the other
wayround," Ganguly added.

"We need to carry on the good
work ofthe Testseries."

SQUADS

AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
(captain), Adam Gilchrist, Michael
Bevan, Andy Bichel, Michael
Clarke, Jason Gillespie, Ian Harvey,
Matthew Hayden, Brad Hogg, Brett
Lee, Damien Martyn, Andrew
Symonds, Brad Williams.

INDIA (from): Saurav Ganguly
(captain), Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Virender Sehwag,
Vangipurappu Laxman, Yuvraj
Singh, Rohan Gavaskar, Parthiv
Patel, Ajit Agarkar, Ashish Nehra,
Murali Kartik, Anil Kumble, Irfan
Pathan, Ashish Nehra, Hemang
Badani, Lakshmipathi Balaji.

Hopman Cup

Safin steers Russia

IO Tennis

AFP, perth

Big-hitting Russian Marat Safin
stayed on track with his New Years'
vow to reach the top of men's
tennis with an impressive win over
talented Czech Jiri Novak in the
Hopman Cup here Thursday.

Safin, who has set his sights on
establishing himself as world
number one this season, showed
greater composure and fewer
theatrics to defeat Novak 6-7, 7-6,
6-3.

Russia took clinched the Group

A tie 2-1 with wins in both singles
rubbers buta potentially costly loss
in the mixed doubles.

Despite dropping his first set in
a tiebreak, the often unpredictable
Safin stuck to the task at hand and
foughtback.

When asked if the close-fought
match was the sort he may previ-
ously have lost prior to his new
resolve to try harder, Safin replied:
"Yeah. He had opportunity. Hewas a
set and a break up but I made the re-
breakveryfast.

"So probably he justlost alittle bit
ofconcentration andIreturned quite
well.

"But I had so many opportunities

/
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THERE SHE GOES: Marat Safin of Russia throws his racket into the air
during his match against Czech Jiri Novak at the Hopman Cup yesterday.

to make a break in the first set. In the
second set I had a couple of 0-30's
and I couldn't make it because he
was playingwell."

Safin, who has fallen to number
77 in the world following an enforced
layoff through injury to his left wrist,
says he is determined to keep trying
and maintain an even temperament
in matches where he may previously
havegivenup.

He said he had suffered some
problems with his wrist during the
first-round loss to France but had no
further difficulties since.

"Yesterday I had some problems
with the wrist but today it didn't
bothermeatall," Safin said.

The proof was in the pudding.
Safin smashed 22 aces, many at
speeds of well over 200 kph during
his match and was on target with 76
and 96 per cent of his firstand second
servesrespectively.

Novak returned well but couldn't
quite close-out the match, convert-
ingonly one ofhis 10break points.

Safin's teammate Anastasia
Myskina, wholost to France's Amelie
Mauresmo in the opening tie, had
earlier downed up-and-coming
youngster Barbara Strycova6-3, 7-6.

But she and Safin failed to grasp
their chance in the mixed doubles,
despite serving for the match, and
with the scores locked at 3-6, 7-6 --
the Russians lost the special super
tie-break used to determine a result
11/9.

That result means the Russian
team must now not drop a set in its
showdown with the United States
team of Lindsay Davenport and
James Blake on Friday if it is to
advance to a place in the final against
Australia.

The host nation reached the final
when Belgian star Kim Clijsters was
forced out of the tie and the tourna-
ment after injuring her ankle in the
third set of her Group B match
againstAliciaMolik.

Clijsters' withdrawal mean the
Belgian team was forced to forfeit
and its place has been taken by
Canada, which did not make the
main draw after losing to Hungary in
apre-tournament play-off.

Australia was due to play the
Slovak Republiclater Thursday while
Canada, which will again meet
Hungary -- the first time the same
two nations have clashed twice in
the same Hopman Cup.

Roddick crumbles in Qatar

O Tennis

AFP, Doha

Andy Roddick, the man who said
he had overcome the fear of failure
after finishing year-end world
number one, started the new
season with a stunning second
round defeat in the one-million-
dollar Qatar Open on Wednesday.

Roddick was beaten 6-3, 6-4 by
Jonas Bjorkman, the veteran
Swede, with the American produc-
ing a thoroughly disappointing
mistake-prone performance.

He returned serve poorly, too
often allowed Bjorkman to take the
initiative and pile forward to the
net, and even played two indiffer-
ent games with a service regarded
bymany as the bestin the world.

Roddick did have the excuse of
the breeze, which blew sand on to
the court, and made conditions
tricky.

There was no question that a
phlegmatic Bjorkman took his
chance steadily and well, but the
American looked as though his
mind might already be on the
Australia Open in Melbourne the
week after next.

The first signs of an upset came
in the sixth game when Roddick
allowed a Bjorkman lob sail over
his head for a winner and then
allowed his opponent to attack him
toreach break point.

Bjorkman converted that at the
firstattempt as Roddicklaunched a
forehand drive long and flung
down his racket fiercely in annoy-
ance.

It soon became clear that this
anger was unlikely to spark arecov-
ery as Bjorkman then broke again
in the opening game of the second
set as Roddick again played a
surprisingly uncertain game from
the baseline.

Once in the fifth game of that set
Roddick stopped after attempting
a passing shot because he appar-
ently thought Bjorkman was cer-
tain to make a winning volley, only
torestart when he realised he had a
chance toreach the ball.

But the split second delay
proved fatal and the lost point
hinted at the uncharacteristic
uncertainty and oddly passive
reactions from the American.

"I'm always going to have off
days," hereckoned.

"I am playing against the best in
the world on a daily basis, so it's
going to happen. He played well
and I'was far from my best.

"There was a change in the
conditions. There was a kind of a
haze and I couldn't figure it out. I
wasn't seeing it well. It was just one
ofthose days.

"I was glad to get straight into
some doubles here. I also have
some matches in Kooyong, so I
should have enough before the

Australian Open."

Bjorkman said afterwards: "It's
always difficult to play the number
one in the world but I faced him
twice last year and I think I learnt
howto play him.Imanaged to puta
lotof pressure on him.

"I think the key was I served very
well and got many free points of
which you need against the num-
ber one in the world. I think I
played very well today and this
givesme alot of confidence."

Roddick was the fifth of the
eight seeds to depart the tourna-
ment, with Rainer Schuttler, the
number two from Germany, Mark
Philippoussis, the number four
from Australia, Nicolas Massu, the
number five from Chile and
Younes El Aynaoui, the number six
from Morocco, all having been
beaten on the first two days.

Only three remain.

They are Sebastien Grosjean,
the number four from France who
is the new favourite and now plays
Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia; Tim
Henman, the number seven from
Britain who faces Sargis Sargsian,
the US-based Armenian, and
Agustin Calleri, the number eight
from Argentina, who plays
Bjorkman.

The other quarterfinal pits
Korea's Hyung-Taik Lee, who
pulled off a great result beating last
year's champion Stefan Koubek in
straight sets, against wild card
entrant Nicolas Escude of France.

NZ inferior at present

i% Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, Queenstown

Forlorn New Zealand cricketers
admitted Thursday that when it
comes to one-day cricket at present
Pakistan hasit,and theydon't.

Although the series is locked at 1-
1, Pakistan clearly outplayed New
Zealand to win Wednesday's second
match by six wickets with three overs
to spare, while New Zealand only
won the first match thanks to lusty
late hitting by Scott Styris and
Brendon McCullum.

In both matches most of New
Zealand's top order failed to fire and
their bowlers failed to contain,
particularlyin thelatter overs.

"It's pretty simple at the top,
you've gotasetjob to do, get through
the new ball and enable players to
come in at the right times at 25-30
overs," New Zealand captain
Stephen Flemingsaid.

"We're falling short of setting that
platform."

In contrast to New Zealand's top-
order staggers, Pakistan did it at the
topwhenitmattered.

In the second match, prolific
opener Imran Farhat scored 87 off
104 balls and added 143 in 25 overs
for the third wicket with Yousuf
Youhana who was unbeaten on 88 at
theend.

Both worked the sharp singles
and didn't take undue risks, unlike
the New Zealanders who perished
going for the big shots after being
sentintobat.

"You saw two very good players
give us a lesson in one-day batting

STEPHEN FLEMING

and that was the winning of the
game," Flemingsaid.

"They took any pressure they had
on them and put it straight back on
us in the 30-over period which was
quality. It was very good cricket and
aneducationforalotofus."

New Zealand selector-coach
John Bracewell resisted making any
knee-jerk changes for the third

match in the series at Christchurch
onSaturday.

The only omission was all-
rounder Andre Adams who paid the
price for his expensive bowling in the
firstgame.

Adams will instead play for his
province Auckland.

The batting will be given another
chance although there are problems
inthetopsix.

Greenhorns Craig Cumming and
Hamish Marshall are still awaiting
their first big score of the series,
Fleming has gone twice in the 40s,
while senior men Craig McMillan
and Chris Cairns both appear to lack
confidence.

The New Zealand top order were
alsorestricted by the accurate pace of
Mohammad Sami, Shabbir Ahmed
and Abdul Razzaq while spinner
Shoaib Malik took the key wickets of
Flemingand McMillan.

The fourth match of the series
takes place in Napier next
Wednesday, while the fifth and final
encounter between the two teams is
inWellingtononJanuary17.

SQUAD

Stephen Fleming (captain), Ian
Butler, Craig Cumming, Chris
Cairns, Brendon McCullum, Craig
McMillan, Hamish Marshall, Kyle
Mills, Jacob Oram, Scott Styris,
Daryl Tuffey, Daniel Vettori.
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