Accord on three pacts
before Saarc summit

REUTERS, AFP, Islamabad

South Asia's foreign ministers have
agreed on three key pacts to be
signed at a landmark regional sum-
mitopeninginIslamabad this week-
end, India's Foreign Secretary
Shashank said yesterday,

“This development (agreement
on three documents) would contrib-
ute in achieving even bilateral prog-
ress,” Shashank told abriefing in the
capital, striking a positive note on
the eve of the seven-nation summit.

The accords were reached during
meetings that began on a high note
when Indian and Pakistani foreign
ministers Yashwant Sinha and
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri publicly
embraced, raising hopes for cordial-
ity between the rival states' leaders
at their first encounter since near-
warin2002.

Agreements on free trade, terror-
ism’ and a social charter top the
agenda of the 12th summit of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (Saarc),
which groups Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka.

"Three documents have been

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Foreign Minister Yashwant Sinha (L) embraces his Pakistani counter-
part Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri inlslamabad yesterday.
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PM leaves
today for
Islamabad

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia lcaw:.s .

Dhaka today to lead the Bangladesh
delegation to the 12th Saarc
Summit beginning in Islamabad
LOMOTTOW.

Dhaka looks forward to the
establishment ofa South Asian Frec
‘Trade Area (Safta) in 2006, a frame-
work for which will be finalised at
the Islamabad summit, being held
after agap of twoyears.

Khaleda will address the inaugu-
ralsession of the three-day summit.

Apart from the other major issues
to come up at the summit,
Bangladesh will focus on issues like
trade, investment, information and
communication technology, envi-
ronment and harnessing common
natural resources.

Foreign ministry sources said,
Khaleda will also meet other Saarc
leaders on the sidelines of the sum-
mittodiscussbilateral, regional and
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Bush hopes

Indo-Pak
dialogue
at summit

PTI, Washington

US President George W Bush has
expressed the hope that India and
Pakistan will initiate a dialogue
on a variety of issues during the
Saarc Summit beginning tomor-
row.

"The Indians and Pakistanis in
upcoming meetings will be able
to begin a dialogue on a variety of
issues,” Bush said Thursday after
4 quail-hunting' session near
Texas.

‘It looks like they are mnkmg
progress towards reconciling differ-
ences. Slowly but surely positive
things are taking place, and I com-
mend‘the leaders of both countries
for taking steps towards a peaceful
reconciliation of major issues that
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AL enforces
dawn-to-dusk
hartal today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition Awami League
(AL) is set to enforce a dawn-to-dusk
countrywide hartal today to protest
whatitsaid was infringementon the
opposition's democratic and politi-
cal rights and killings of its leaders
and activists by the ruling alliance,
activists.

The decision to enforce the
daylong shutdown, also to protest
the deterioration of law and order
and price hike of essentials, was
taken at an emergency meeting of
the AL presidium on December 22.

The AL will also hold a rally at
Paltan Maidan in the city on January
10, from which its President and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina is
expected to announce an oust-
government programme,

Meanwhile, the AL and its front

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4,

Giant health plan,
little success

NAMUL HAQ

The giant Health and Population
Sector Programme (HPSP) has fallen
farshort of achieving its major goals,
including curbs on high rates of
maternal and child mortality, in its
five-yearlife-span.

Abating malnutrition also took
centre stage in the Tk 11,419 crore
programme the health ministry
launchedin july 1998,

The maternal mortality rate in
Bangladesh is still the highest in the
world with about 15,000 women
dying annually during childbirth.

More than 95 percent of the
deliveries still take place at home

Positive Bangladesh

See our special story titled
the Strength within on
pagelz2.

aided only by untrained birth atten-

dants. Safe delivery, especially in
rural areas, is still a farcry.

Under-five child mortality rate
also remains very high with an
estimated 700 children dying a day,
mostly from respiratory tract infec-
tions, diarrhoea and pneumonia.

The level of malnutrition in the
countryis alsothe most severeinthe
world, with 600 to 700 children
dying from malnutrition-related
causes every day. Close to 0 percent
ofthe under-five children are under-
weight and more than half are
stunted.

. Of the pre-school-age children,
more than 54 percent or about 95
lakh are stunted and 56 percent are
underweight. Around 45 percent
children are born with low birth
weight (below?2.5kg).

Several studies also show that
Bangladeshi children suffer from
SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Non-stop hartal if
govt uses force,
warns Jalil

REAZ AHMAD

Repeated infringement of organisa-
tional activities of the Awami League
(AL) has forced the main opposition
party to opt for a political hard line
and an early showdown against the
BNP-led alliance government, party
sources said.

The recent attacks on several AL
councils at thana and district levels
allegedly by the BNP prompted the
AL leadership to take such astand'to
ventilate its wrath against the ruling
coalition.

“The government has panicked
as the Awami League is steadily
gaining strength by revamping its
the grassroots units. If the rulers
dare to use force to foil the dawn-to-

dusk countrywide hartal tomorrow
(today) called by our party, we'll go
for continuous hartal," AL General
Secretary Abdul Jalil told The Daily
Staryesterday.

The AL called the hartal from a
December 22 emergency meeting of
the party presidium protesting what
it said was the infringement of
democratic and political' rights of
the opposition' and killing of its
leaders and activists by the ruling
coalition loyalists.

The hartal call came earlier than
initially planned in the wake of a
series of attacks on the AL unit
councils in Munshiganj, Noakhali,
Feni, Thenidah, Sirajganj, Bagerhat
and Narayanganj.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 51 people, mostly chil-
dren and the elderly, died in the
last three days from the cold front
that swept much of Bangladesh
with chill wind and heavy fog
amidovercast conditions.

The blanket of fog that
wrapped itself across the sky
delayed overland, river and air
travels amid the cold snap that
pushed this winter's lowest
temperature in Bangladesh to 9
degrees Celsius in Jessore yester-
day, down fromThursday's9.2in
the samedistrict.

Flights of Biman Bangladesh,
Gulf, Emirates and Kuwait air-
lines from Abu Dhabi, Dubai,
Karachi, Kuwait, London, Riyadh
and Rome arrived two to 19
hours late at Zia International
Airport because of dense fog, the
flight operation wing of the
airportsaid.
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