
 Dandik, a theatrical group from 
Hawra in Kolkata, recently visited 
Dhaka to take part in the drama 
festival arranged by Nagorik 
Natyagon. 'We are very glad to be 
here', says Malay Chawdhury, the  
chief of Dandik. About the group he 
says, 'We perform 20 to 25 shows  a 
year.Ours is  not a big group like 
Bahurupi, Rangakormi or Gandhar, 
but we have a good number of 
performers amongst us.  So far we 
have won many awards in Kolkata. 
The group was established by late 
Achinta Chawdhuri, my elder 
brother, in 1968. There are  32 

regular members in our group. So far 
we have staged 13 plays and 4 short 
plays.'

In theatre, he is a follower of 
Russian Staneslavoski but he con-
siders Utpal Datta as his ideal. 
Expressing  his feelings regarding  
taking part in the drama festival he 
says, 'This  is for the first time  that we 
are in Dhaka. Earlier we had heard 
about the  hospitality of the people of 
Bangladesh now we are experienc-
ing it. We are extremely glad to be 
able to participate in  the festival.'

SHILPI MAHALANOBISH 

An eventful year: Jaya Ahsan 
2003 was a very busy year for me. Although I 
have worked in many plays, including drama 
serials and mega serials, I was very much satis-
fied with two of my endeavors Shangshoy and 
Polayon Porbo. For the first time in my life I took 
part in a movie named Bachelor as a guest artiste. 
It was a pretty exciting experience for me. I also 
did some modeling as in Goru Marka Dheu Tin, 
Taaza, Tibet and Bashundhara. 

I have worked in an ad with my husband Faysal 
in the year 2003 which was also quite interesting. 
I took some break away from the monotony of 
work and went abroad for a couple of times. I get 
good support from my family, which is very en-
couraging. I am satisfied with what I have 
achieved so far and aim to reach the hearts of the 
audience. 

Year 2003 was an overall 
success:Kanak Chanpa
During my career as a singer I have always tried my 
best to please my listeners and fans. The year 2003 
was no exception. This year I was awarded the 
Meril Prothom Alo Award for the fourth time and the 
National Award for the second time. I had the 
privilege to release an album based on songs of 
Lalon, the mystic poet.  Previously I had brought 
out a mixed album where I sang a few Lalon songs, 
but this is my first album based purely on  his com-
positions. The few playback tracks that I have 
recorded this year namely Nayan Bhora Jaal, 
Shundoree Bodhu, Shahoshi Manush Chai were 
quite remarkable. I performed at a number of 
cultural tours abroad, which turned out to be suc-
cessful. I hope and pray that my well wishers would 
continue to appreciate my endeavors.

The joy of achievement and 
agony of loss: Zahid Hassan 
Our  only daughter Pushpita  got admitted to 
the  school this year, which is a very pleasant 
experience. Besides, I worked in many plays 
the whole year round. A big success for me 
was my involvement as a director of the 100-
episode serial Lal Neel Beguni and its accep-
tance by the audience. I also made a tele  film 
for Eid. I got the National award as the best 
actor for the movie Srabon Megher Din and 
also got an award from the Cultural Reporters' 
Association. Another worthwhile event for me 
in the year 2003 was that after quite a long 
time, I worked in a movie Shangkhanad, di-
rected by Abu Sayeed, for which I really 
worked very hard. The saddest incident for me 
this year was the death of my father-in-law 
Saiful Islam, a reputed singer. Sometimes all 
the joys of achievements seem to disappear 
amidst the pain and agony of loss.  

 Achievements in the year 
2003: Shubhro Dev
The year 2003 has been a successful one for me. 
One of my VCDs came out last year, which was well 
accepted by the audience. Besides, I performed in 
eight concerts in the USA including FOBANA. I was 
selected as a judge in a beauty contest in the USA. But 
the biggest achievement for me was something else. 

In 1999 Juana Crick Patrick, a teacher of the Indiana 
University of the USA came to Bangladesh. I didn't 
meet him then but he listened to one of my songs. 
Later on I wrote to him. He was doing his thesis on our 
folk art, rickshaw painting and much more. The title of 
his thesis was taken from one of my songs Boro 
Shundar Duti Chokh Tomar. It was quite an  
achievement for me. I hope to do better work in 
the coming year. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS

TV GUIDE
All programmes are in local time. The 
Daily Star will not be responsible for 
any change in the programme. 

BTV

News Headlines(Bangla) at 9:40 

am.12:10 pm. 2:00 p.m 3:10 pm. 

4:00 pm. 7:00 pm.

News(Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 

pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News(Bangla and English) 

11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

Breakfast News 07:15 am. 9:00am 

News(Bangla) at 7:15 pm, 9:00, 

10:30, 12:15 am.

Telecast of BTV news(Bangla and 

English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News(Bangla) at 8:00 am. 12:00 pm. 

7:00 pm.  10:00 pm, 11:00 pm.

Telecast of BTV News(Bangla and 

English )  at 11:30 pm.

Latest News(Bangla) at 09 a.m,10:00 

a.m, 11:00 am.1pm. 2:00 pm.3:00 

pm. 4:00pm.6:00 pm.and 8:00 pm.

n tv

News Headlines(Bangla) at 5:02 pm. 

6:30 pm. 9:45 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 pm.10:30 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadline(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News(Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 

11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh(Bangla) at 
9:30 pm.

BBC World

Every hour on the hour

News Bulletin 

Tribute Event

Flick review 

Exhibitions
December 19-31
The Alliance Francaise holds a 
photography exhibition titled 'An 
I n t i m a t e  J o u r n a l  o f  Tw i n  
Nationalities' by Anwar Hossain. 
The display will remain open for all 
from 5 pm to 9 pm everyday.

December 22-January 04
A solo exhibition of oil paintings by 
artist Mohammad Fakhrul Islam is 
going on at the Bengal Gallery 
(Bengal Shilpaloy, House 275/F, 
Road 27, Dhanmondi). The display 
will remain open for all from 12:00 
pm to 8:00 pm.

December 26-January 04
Artist Shamsul Alam Azad  holds a 
solo painting exhibition at Gallery 
Chitrak (Road 4, House 21, 
Dhanmondi R/A.).  The exhibition 
will remain open for all from 10:00 
am to 8:00 pm everyday.

Recitatation 
festival
January 2-3
Recitation group Swanan has 
organised a recitation festival O 
Alor Pathojatri Ekhaney Themo Na, 
at the Natmandal auditorium of 
Dhaka University. Swanan will 
award celebrated reciter Jayanto 
Chattapadhaya with 'Golam 
Mustafa Honourary Medal' and 
recitation group Kanthashilon with 
'Nazim Mahmud Honourary Medal'.

January 2
Swanan will perform Nakshikatha 
at 6:00 pm at the Natmandal 
auditorium of Dhaka University.

January 3
Swanan will perform two recitation 
production titled O Alor Pathojatri 
Ekhaney Themo Na and Kon 
Puraton Praner Taney.

Nagorik 
Natyangon 
Ensemble 
celebrates its 
birthday. 
Nagorik Natyangon Ensemble 
observes its 10th anniversary on 
January 1. In the previous nine 
years the group staged 8 plays and 
three street theatres.  Nagorik 
Natyangon Ensemble is going to 
establish a branch for the rising 
stars named "Nagorik Natyangon 
Children Ensemble." 

Star talk Drama festival

Symphonic business

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY

Star Wars: Episode II - Attack of the Clones
On Star Movies at 7:30 and 9:30 pm.    
Genre: Sci-Fi / Adventure / Action
Ewan McGregor, Natalie Portman ,Hayden Christensen
Ten years after the 'Phantom Menace' threatened the planet 
Naboo, Padmé Amidala is now a Senator representing her 
homeworld. A faction of political separatists, led by Count 
Dooku, attempts to assassinate her. There aren't enough Jedi to 
defend the Republic against the threat, so Chancellor Palpatine 
enlists the aid of Jango Fett, who promises that his army of 
clones will handle the situation. 

AXN: New year's eve Wild on Party:  
Starts 31 December 11:30 pm. 
ends 1 January 7:30 am. Host: 
Brooke Burke. Each week, sexy 
Brooke Burke, who was voted one 
of the top 10 sexiest women in the 
world, takes you to both exciting 
and exotic locations around the world, 
ranging from Australia to 
the Philippines, from New York 
City to The Adriatic, and 
from Rio Canada  with everything 
else in between. 

HBO: 9:30 pm.  The Fast and the Furi-
ous.  Thriller / Action / Crime. Paul Walker, 
Vin Diesel, Michelle Rodriguez. The Fast 
& The Furious is loosely based on an article 
in a magazine about street clubs that race 
Japanese cars late at night. The film stars 
Vin Diesel as Domenic Toretto, the leader of 
a street gang that is under suspicion of 
stealing expensive electronic equipment. 
Paul Walker plays an undercover police 
officer that attempts to find out who exactly 
is stealing the equipment, while falling for 
Domenic's younger sister played by 
Jordana Brewster.

The year that was!

SYED TASHFIN CHOWDHURY

A
S the year comes to an end, 
Hollywood is still trying to shake 
off its 'hangover' from the year's 

upsets and the sleeper hits. It could 
have been a prospective year for the 
movies, due to the massive line-up of 
sequels, most of which ultimately could 
not even draw as much attention or 
hype as their originals had.

    The year started off with movies 
like Chicago, Confessions of a danger-
ous mind, and The Recruit. The three 
were loved and enjoyed by critics and 
movie-goers alike. Most people were 
eagerly waiting for the release of movies 
like Dreamcatcher, Tears of the Sun, 
The Hunted and Bulletproof monk, but 
were immensely disappointed due to 
the luster and stories that some lacked, 
while some others simply could not live 
up to the expectations. The sleeper hits 
of the season were Final Destination 2, 
which lived up as a sequel to the 2000 
thriller and the Phone Booth, a classy 
thriller which should be a big boon for 
Colin Farrell's future acting endeavors.  

   Naturally, with the spring still in 
doldrums, the box-office still looked 
prospectively towards summer. With 
movies like The Matrix Reloaded, X-2, 2 
Fast 2 Furious, Charlie's Angels: Full 
Throttle, Dumb and Dumberer, Bad 
Boys II, Lara Croft TombRaider II, T3, 
and many others, summer very well had 
the gold-mine of movies. But owing to 
the weak story lines in Charlies Angels, 
and Lara Croft II, the audience probably 
did not feel enough 'girl-power' in their 
veins as was the case previously. 

Two cult inspiring movies like Matrix-
Reloaded and T3 totally bombed at the 
box-office, due to the lack of creative 
storyline and script. Most of the lines in 

the movies were predictable and the line 
'Talk to the hand' from T3 could not 
create half the buzz that was created by 
'Hasta La Vista' from T2. The audience 
did not appreciate the action and humor, 
which were tried out in Bad Boys II, 
whose original sleeper hit Bad Boys had 
actually been a break for both Will Smith 
and Martin Lawrence. X-2 and 2 Fast 2 
Furious could carry on with the torch that 
the original titles had passed on.

  Movies like League of Extraordinary 
gentlemen, Pirates of the Caribbean, 
Sea-Biscuit, were appreciated and 
enjoyed by fans of all ages. 

    During fall, horror and thrillers that 
created all the rave were Gothika, The 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre and Under-
world while others like Jeepers Creep-
ers 2, Freddy vs. Jason 'died a fast-
death' at the theaters. Critics and 
audiences appreciated movies like The 
Italian Job, Matchstick men, owing to 
their 'unpredictable' conclusions and 

powerful cast. Movies like American 
Splendor and Sinbad also fared well.

     The year ended off with 'Matrix 
Revolutions' brutally murdering the 
matrix saga. But yet 'Lord of the Rings 
III: Return of the king', which even 
though, had the weakest story of all the 
three episodes, still continues to be in 
the top ten two weeks after its 
release.Reasons for these are the 
special effects and the edge-of-the-seat 
suspense that the trilogy had been able 
to generate in the last three years since 
'LOTR I: Fellowship of the Ring' in 2001. 
Audiences also had a good time watch-

ing 'The Last Samurai' where Cruise 
finally made a come-back after deba-
cles like MI:2 and Vanilla Sky. Even  
though, Tarantino could not impress the 
crowds with the Matrix-styled Kill Bill 
Vol.1, but the series aims to do its 
best in the upcoming year of 2004.

Year of the dying sequels

The Director General of Shilpakala Academy Ahmed Nazir along with other 
officials of the academy places wreath at the mazar of Shilpacharya Zainul 
Abedin on the 89th birth anniversary of the artist. 

T h e  p l a y,  R a k t o k a r o b i  b y  
Rabindranah Tagore, centers 
around a materialistic world, called 
'Jaggapuri' (sacrificial ground) 
where there is only wealth and no 
touch of humanity. The leviathan 
king of that place, according to 
mythology is Makar Raj, but the 
playwright calls him Kuber. In the 
play we find a conflict between the 
spirit of life and materialism. Ataur 
Rahman is the director of the play. 
Md. Saiul Islam is the set designer 
whereas Nasirul Haque is the light 
d e s i g n e r .  N a g o r i k  N a t y a  
Sampradaya will stage Raktokarobi 
at 7:00 p.m. at he Public Library 
Auditorium .

Preview--Raktokarobi

ERSHAD KAMOL 

Khaled Khan and Opi Karim in a scene from Raktakarobi

Interview

Scene  from Pirates of the Caribbean

Malay Chawdhury, the  chief of the 
theatrical group Dandik

(Clockwise) Jaya Ahsan,Zahid Hassan, Shubhro Dev and Kanak Chanpa 

The DVD of the popular mega serial Ekannoborti written by Anisul Haque and 
directed by Mostafa Sarwar Faruqui was released on December 28,at the 
Bangladesh China Friendship Conference Centre. Jewel Aich is seen with 
the performers and the writer of the serial present at the event.

BTV
07:35 Suprobhat Bangla-

desh 
08:25 Selected Programme 
09:15 Anya Bhuban: Wild 

Nature 
12:15 Sangbad Potrer Pata 

Theke
01:05 Selected Programme  
02:30 Hijol Tomal
03:05 Shukhi Poribar 
03:30 Geetobitan  
04:05 Open University
04:30 Selected Programme 
06:10 Mati O Manush  
06:35 Programme Of 

Chittagong Centre  
07:05 Talk Show 
07:30 Film Show: Mortal 

Combat Conquest 
08:30 Drama Serial: 

Ahangkar 
09:00 Drama Serial: 

Mukhosh  
09:30 Drama Serial: 

Ashomoy 
10:30 Chandralok 

CHANNEL-i
09:45 Tritia Matra
12:00 Chithi Pelam 
12:30 Ebong Cinemar Gaan 
01:00 Sharey Tin Tala 
02:00 Feature Film: 

Bishdant (Rubel,  
Rani)

06:10 Music Plus
06:45 Shomoyer Katha  
07:55 Drama: Nishobdo 

Hanon  
09:35 A Special Interview 

With Tarek  Rahman 
10:00 Jugal Bandi
12:00 Special Programme 

On New  Year's Eve

ATN BANGLA
12:40  Uro Cola Saat Rang
1:20 Bengali Feature Film : 

Priyojon  
4:20 Musical Prog

5:10  Motamot
5:50  Islamee Sawal O 

Jawab
6:25 Talk Show : 

Annodristee
7:40 News Review Prog: 

Feray Dekha 2003
8:15 Drama Serial: Theteo 

Jibhon
8:40 Drama Serial: Nayeka 

Sangbad
9:25 Drama Serial : Danob 
10:30 Talk Show : Face To 

Face  
12:20 Bengali Feature Film : 

Bhai

STAR MOVIES    
1:15   In His Life: The John  

Lennon Story 
02:45   Ghosts Of Mississippi    
05:00   Mercury Rising      
07:00   Star Wars: Episode 2 

-  Attack Of The 
Clones 

09:30   Star Wars: Episode 2 
-  Attack Of The 
Clones      

12:00   Brotherhood Iii: Young 
 Demons 

01:30 Julius Caesar

HBO
12:00 Solo 
2:00 Spider's Web  
3:45 Strange Frequency
5:30 Along Came A Spider  
7:30 Tango & Cash  
9:30 The Fast And The 

Furious
11:45 Enter The Dragon
1:45 Close Encounters Of 

The Third Kind

ZEE CINEMA
10:30 Daava (Akshay 

Kumar, Raveena 
Tandon)

1:30 Zakhm (Ajay Devgan, 
Pooja Bhatt, 
Nagarjuna)

5:30 Anari No. 1 (Govinda, 

Raveena Tandon)
9:30 Mujjhe Kucch Kehna 

Hai ( Tushaar Kapoor, 
Kareena Kapoor)

STAR PLUS
4:00 Kahaani Ghar Ghar 

Kii
4:30 Kahiin To Hoga
5:05 Meri Saheli 
6:00 Hum Saath Aath Hain
6:30 Fox Kids
7:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 

Bandhan
8:00 Shaka Laka Boom 

Boom
8:30 Sonpari

9:00 New Year Eve Special 
Programme

11:00 Kyunki Saas Bhi 
Kabhi Bahu Thi

11:30 Kahiin To Hoga
12:00 Kaahin Kissi Roz

STAR WORLD
2:30 Oprah Winfrey
3:30 Bold And Beautiful
4:30 Sabrina The Teenage 

Witch
5:00 Two Guys And A Girl
5:30 Knight Rider
6:30 The Simpsons
7:00 Home Improvement

7:30 Friends
8:00 Just Shoot Me
8:30 Cher: The Farewell Tour
10:30 Two Guys And A Girl
11:00 Titus
11:28 Star Asia Travel
11:30 Baywatch

STAR GOLD
8:30 Pyar Kiye Jaa
12:30 Biwi No. 1
4:00 Gaane Bhi Do Yaaron
4:30 Haseena Maan Jayegi
8:30 Hera Pheri - Movies
12:00 Armour Of God Ii

NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC
3:30 Extreme Detectives 
4:30 Out There 
5:00 Chasing Time 
5:30 Return To The Wild 
6:00 Sea Stories
6:30 Dogs With Jobs
7:00 Toyota World Of Wildlife 

S3
7:30 Blue Wonder
8:30 Revolutionary Rhythms
9:00 Revolutionary Rhythms
9:30 Revolutionary Rhythms
10:00 Revolutionary Rhythms
10:30 Revolutionary Rhythms

11:00 Cairo Unveiled
11:30 Tango!
12:00 One Giant Leap

DISCOVERY 
CHANNEL
3:30 Wild Discovery 

Chimpanzee Diary
4:30 Operation Junkyard 

Catapult
5:00 Mystery Hunters Ice 

Mummy (Peru)/Cryonics
5:30 Travellers Ii Marrakech 
6:30 Discovery Wings -- A 

Celebration Of Flight 
Stealth Secrets

8:30 Extreme Engineering 
Tokyo's Sky City 

9:30 Extreme Machines 
Diving Deep 

10:30 Dinosaur Planet What 
Killed The Mega 
Beasts?   

11:30 Martial Arts Journey 
With David Carradine 

ANIMAL 
PLANET

2:30 Profiles Of Nature 
Claws -- The World Of 
Crabs And Lobsters 

3:30 Animal Hospital/Vets In 
Practice   

4:00 Wild Rescues Girl, 
Sampson, Dr. 
Nathanson

4:30 Emergency Vets  
5:00 Breed All About It 

Dalmations
5:30 Amazing Animal Videos 
6:30 Planet's Funniest 

Animals
7:30 Blue Planet The Blue 

Planet
8:30 Animal Planet Reveals 

Elephant Delinquients
10:30 Wild Encounters Rhino
11:30 Killing For A Living 

Company Of Killers

STAR SPORTS

11:00 Equestrian Fei World 
Cup Jumping Series 
2003/04 Geneva  
Switzerland  Event 
Highlights(T) 

12:00 Powerboat World 
Championship   Dubai 
Grand Prix(T)

12:30 English Premier Football 
League 2003/04 
Newcast Le United Vs 
Blackburn Rovers 

2:30 Finals Of Rhythmic 
Gymnastics 2003 
Innsbruck  Austria  
Highlights(T) 

4:00 Hitz    (R)  
4:30 Golf Programming The 

Golf Club 2003   (R) 
5:00 Watersports Program-

ming Hot Water   (T)  
6:00 Max Power 2003   (T)  
7:00 On The Limit 2003 - 

Japan Gt Championship   
Round 8 Suzuka 
Finale(T) 

7:30 Go Kart Mrf Formule 
Mondiale Championship 
2003 Nagpur India  
Event Highlights(T)

8:00 Sportsline    (L) 
8:30 Espn Big Fights : Pound 

For Pound   (T) 
9:30 Cricket Programming 

Samsung Ratings Year 
In Review   (T) 

10:30 Sportsline    (R) 
11:00 Tennis Classic Archive
12:00 Wrestling Apple Crush   

(R)

ESPN 

1:00 Nba Basketball  Auburn 
Hills Mi  Usa New 
Jersey Nets Vs Detroit 
Ptons(Ts(R)) 

3:30 Nba Basketball  
6:00 Sunny Programming  
8:00 Hitz    (T)  
8:30 Sportscenter India   (L)  
9:00 Goals!    (T)  
9:30 English Premier League 

Highlights    (R)  
10:30 Cricket Programming 

Samsung Ratings Year 
In Review   (T)

SONY: 10:30 pm. Celebrate this new years with Non stop 
Hungama. Usher in this New Year with Bollywood super-
stars Fardeen Khan, Salman Khan, Govinda, Ishita Arun, 
Arti Chhabria, Suniti Chouhan, Abhijeet, Kumar Sanu, 
Sudesh Bhosle and many more. 

Some 200 singers perform 
Beethoven's Symphony No.9 
Choral to attract year-end 
shoppers at a stairwell of 
Tokyo's Mitsukoshi department 
store on December 29.
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