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enriching partnerships. Apart from 
Bangladesh's promising gas 
reserves, he said, Nepal and 
Bhutan have an estimated poten-
tial of 100,000MW  of environmen-
tally clean hydropower.

On water issue, the Indian PM 
said: "The optimum management 
of our regional water resources for 
irrigation, navigation and flood 
control can have a multiple effect 
on infrastructure, development 
and growth in our entire region.

"This requires not only financial 
investments, but also maturity of 
policy. We should recognise that an 
enduring partnership can only be 
built on the basis of each country 
wisely exercising the rights of a 
lower riparian and responsibly 
fulfilling the obligations of an 
upper riparian."

He said the most important 
common war at present was 
against poverty, disease, hunger 
and underdevelopment. All must 
share experiences and promote 
intra-regional linkages for eco-
nomic and social development.

"A small, but significant, begin-
ning has been made by our Saarc 
experts group on poverty allevia-
tion. The group, drawn from all 
Saarc countries, has extensively 
documented best practices in 
poverty alleviation programmes 
across the region," he added.  

The Indian prime minister said, 
"As we develop greater economic 
stakes in each other, we can put 
aside mistrust and dispel unwar-
ranted suspicions. We will also 
develop mutual sensitivity to each 
other's concerns and promote 
more of our common interests."

He said providing legitimate 
avenues of free commercial inter-
action, black market and under-
ground trade could be eradicated. 

Smuggling, drug trafficking, 
money laundering and other trans-
national crimes could be jointly 
tackled which flourish because of 
mutual rivalries and inadequate 
coordination among the nations of 
the region.

"Once," Vajpayee said, "We 
reach that stage, we would not be 
far from mutual security coopera-
tion, open borders and even a 
single currency."

The Indian leader also advo-
cated for regional trade. "By most 
estimates trade within regions 
accounts for nearly three-fourths 
of global trade. Yet, in spite of our 
geographical proximity, shared 
economic characteristics and 
similar development infrastruc-
ture, intra-South Asia trade is 
under 5 percent of our total foreign 
trade," he regretted.
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death penalty will be effective 
subject to confirmation by the 
High Court (HC), while life sen-
tences will run concurrently.

Dukhu, Amzad Hossain alias 
Mintu,  Rashedul  Haq al ias  
Chanchal, Rubel and Sarwar 
Hossain alias Mithu will have to 
walk gallows, and Amir Hossain 
and Mohammad Rasul have been 
jailed for life.

The convicts were present in the 
dock during the pronouncement of 
the 39-page verdict and the judge 
read out its highlights in 25 min-
utes.

The convicts can appeal to the 
HC against the judgement within 
30 days of the receipt of the verdict 
papers, the judge said.

On hearing the verdict, Abdur 
Rashid and Abdul Warej, brothers 
of the victims, expressed satisfac-
tion with the judgement and 
demanded its immediate execu-
tion.

The prosecution and defence 
completed their arguments on 
December 18 and the court 
recorded statements of 13 of the 18 
witnesses in a trial that came after 
Rashid filed a murder case with 
Mirpur Police Station.

Rubel, one of the defendants, 
gave a judicial statement admitting 
to his part in the killings and 
named the other accused during 
investigation into the slaying of the 
brothers.

The investigation officer sub-
mitted the charge sheet against 
Dukhu and six others on May 24 
last year. The court framed charges 
against the accused on January 16 
and the trial began on March 25.

Special Public Prosecutor Abdul 
Latif Talukder conducted the case 
on behalf of the state, while advo-
cates Borhanuddin, Magfur Sheikh 
and Khondaker Newajul Bari 
defended the accused.

Bad loans 
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Bank Tk 165 crore.

The five specialised banks of the 
country have written off a total of 
Tk 779 crore bad loans, reducing 
their default loans' share by 8 
percent to 48 percent or Tk 4,790 
crore. 

Of them, Bangladesh Shilpa 
Bank has written off Tk 409 crore, 
Bangladesh Shilpa Rin Shangshtha 
Tk 349 crore and Basic Bank Tk 5 
crore. Compared to them, Krishi 
Bank has made a meagre write off -
- Tk 15 crore, out of its Tk 2,583 
crore bad loans. Rajshahi Krishi 
Unnayan Bank has made no write 
off at all, although it has bad loans 
amounting to Tk 746 crore.

The private banks, which have a 
total bad loan of Tk 5,280 crore, have 
written off Tk 1,079 crore, while the 
foreign banks that have Tk 125 crore 
of bad loans have written off Tk 31 
crore.

The chief executive of a private 
bank said "our (private banks') pace 
of writing off is slow because this 
demands all-out scrutiny. But we 
hope to write off a major chunk of 
our default loans within this 
month."

Five to die, 2 get life 

Probe process 
against DFP 
DG begins
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The authorities have started the 
process of departmental action for 
alleged corruption against Director 
General (DG) of the Department of 
Films and Publications (DFP) Syed 
Mahbubur Rahman.

Both the prime minister and 
president earlier approved the 
information ministry's proposal to 
initiate the process, official sources 
said. 

Their approval is needed to 
launch a probe against an official 
with the rank and status of joint 
secretary and above. The DG of the 
DFP is a joint secretary-level official.

The information ministry on 
Monday served a show cause notice 
on the DG saying, "You have been 
accused of misconduct and corrup-
tion under articles (B) and 3 (D) of the 
Public Servant (Discipline and 
Appeal) Rules 1985 and why you 
should not be removed from the 
service"

He will have to reply to it within 10 
working days and also state whether 
he wants a personal hearing or place 
evidences in self-defence in the 
departmental proceedings.

Officials said the DG faces charges 
of misconduct and corruption under 
articles (71) (A), 3 (B) and (D) of the 
1985 rules. 

An inquiry committee report 
earlier said he misappropriated about 
Tk 36 lakh through massive irregulari-
ties.

On December 3, the information 
ministry sent its proposal to the 
prime minister and with her 
approval it was sent to the president, 
who approved and sent it back to the 
information ministry.

The Daily Star ran a report            
on corruption in the DFP on 
December 21.

Lalmonirhat murder
Hartal observed in
district, 19 BNP
men accused
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Lalmonirhat

A daylong hartal was observed in 
the district yesterday to protest the 
murder of local Awami League (AL) 
leader Shamsul Alam Suruj who 
was hacked to death allegedly by 
ruling BNP men at Charitabari in 
Aditmari upazila Monday.

The victim's brother filed a case 
with Aditmari Police Station accus-
ing 19 local leaders and activists of 
BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party) of murdering the AL leader, 
who was  a lso  chairman of  
Kamlabari Union Parishad under 
Aditmari upazila.

Reports from different parts of 
the district said all businesses 
remained closed and road and rail 
communications with the district 
headquarters remained sus-
pended during the peaceful hartal.

Local AL and its front organisa-
tions brought out protest proces-
sions and organised rallies during 
the hartal hours demanding arrest 
and punishment of the killers.

No-one was arrested till yester-
day, police said.

Quake
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square-block area of historic Paso 
Robles and planned to spend the 
night patrolling to prevent looting, 
said police spokesman Sgt. Bob 
Adams. 

Called the San Simeon earth-
quake after the coastal town nearest 
its epicenter, the temblor struck at 
11:16 a.m. PST on Monday, hitting 
hardest in this town known for its 
sulfur springs and mud baths. 

Power was cut to some 75,000 
homes and businesses and the quake 
shook the historic Hearst Castle, a 
major California tourist attraction. 

At least 82 commercial buildings 
in town were damaged, many of 
them in the historic downtown area 
dating to the 1890s, said Doug Monn, 
the town's top building official. 

Train knocks 
boy to death 
BSS, Ctg 

A shuttle train knocked a school-
boy to death and injured two oth-
ers near Sholoshahar railway 
station in the port city yesterday.

A Chittagong University-bound 
shuttle train smashed a rickshaw at 
around 9:45am at gate No 2 of the 
rail station, injuring Azadur 
Rahman Azad, 11, a schoolboy, Ali 
Akbar, 40, the rickshawpuller, and 
an unidentified person, witnesses 
said.

Locals  admitted them to 
Chittagong Medical  College 
Hospital (CMCH), where doctors 
declared Azad dead, railway police 
sources said.

The injured were being treated 
at the CMCH, sources added.

Arms, combat 
dress recovered 
at Bandarban 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

The armed forces recovered six 
sawn-off rifles and six military 
uniforms from an abandoned 
house at Alekkhong union under 
Roangchhari upazila Monday.

Acting on a tip off, a team of the 
armed forces raided Gurukkhang 
area and recovered the arms from 
an abandoned Jum Ghar, Police 
said.

The arms and uniforms were 
handed over to police.        

Agargaon murders
Conflict over 
drugs suspected

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police are yet to ascertain the 
motive behind Monday's double 
murders at Agargaon but suspect 
internal conflict over drugs busi-
ness might have led to the killings.

Anwar Hossain alias Montu and 
Rezaul Karim gunned down 
behind IDB Bhaban, were mem-
bers of a gang of drug peddlers, OC 
of Mohammadpur Police Station 
Abdul Malek said.

A weekly magazine staff's iden-
tity card was found in Anwar's 
pocket, whom police identified as a 
professional cheat. 

A police official said Anwar was 
an informant of the Detective 
Branch (DB) of police and helped 
in the recent seizure of 3,500 bot-
tles of phensidyl from Tejgaon. 

Other operatives of the gang 
might have avenged the incident 
by killing Anwar and his friend 
Rezaul.

Anwar's wife Nazma Begum 
filed a case with Mohammadpur 
Police Station. 

Police could not arrest anybody 
till 8:00pm yesterday.

8 Palestinians 
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Palestinian was shot in the stom-
ach and died in hospital.

One militant was brought dead 
to the hospital still clutching a 
bomb, witnesses said. Another 
died of shrapnel wounds. A 
Palestinian policeman was shot 
near the border post and an 
onlooker was killed as he watched 
tanks at his window.

The army said Tuesday's raid 
was not in response to the ambush 
in central Gaza late on Monday in 
which two officers died -- the first 
Israelis killed in a month. At least 25 
Palestinians died in violence over 
the same period.

An army spokesman said the 
Rafah raid was "part of a continu-
ous fight" to destroy tunnels to 
smuggle arms from Egypt. The 
army said one tunnel was found in 
a house. A similar operation in 
October took a week and left 15 
Palestinians dead.

"Blood for blood and killing for 
killing," chanted thousands of 
Palestinians at funerals for the 
dead in yesterday's raid.

The al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, 
which lost two dead in the raid and 
was one of two militant groups 
behind Monday's ambush, vowed 
to strike back inside Israel. The 
group is linked to Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat's Fatah 
faction.

The Jewish state has demanded 
a Palestinian crackdown on mili-
tant groups as a commitment to 
the so-called "road map" and 
warned of unilateral steps if it 
f a i l e d  t h a t  w o u l d  c o s t  t h e  
Palestinians some of the land they 
want for a state.

Egyptian FM
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him in the hospital.

The confrontation Monday 
afternoon at the Al Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem, Islam's third-
holiest site, came after Maher 
heard a strong indication from 
the Israelis that while they would 
not sign a truce with Palestinian 
militants, they would abide by a 
ceasefire. 

Outlaws slaughter
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In the other incident, Siddique 
Mandol, 35, of Subdia village in 
sadar upazila was killed in his 
cropland.

Family sources said Siddique 
went there to irrigate but did not 
return home. 

He was found dead with his 
throat slit yesterday morning.

Police recovered the bodies and 
sent those to hospital for autopsy.

FROM PAGE 12

Patrol police recovered his bullet-
riddled body from the slum at 
11:00pm. 

Police found a telephone index in 
Al-Amin's wallet and made phone 
call to one of his neighbours at mid-
night. 

On being informed of the phone 
call the victim's brother Mohammad 
Sohel and wife Mukta went to iden-
tify the body.

The body received two bullets in 
the forehead, two in the shoulder, 
one each in the back and the stom-
ach. 

Police are yet to identify the killers 
or unearth the reason behind the 
murder. 

Al-Amin left behind a four-year-
old daughter Lima, wife, two broth-
ers and as many sisters. 

Meanwhile, in another incident a 
rent-a-car driver was strangled at 
Mirpur on Monday night. 

Mirpur police recovered the body 
of the driver, Shafiqul Islam, 32, from 
a market at 11:00pm. The inquest 
said that there were marks of injuries 
in the head and he might have been 
strangulated to death.

Shafiqul was employed as a taxi 
driver with SA rent-a-car, a car rental 
company, for ten years and was 
murdered while on a trip carrying 
passengers.

One Sabuj, aged about 28, rented 
the microbus for the trip in which 
Shafiqul was killed. 

Sabuj came to the car rental 
service at College Road at 3:00pm, 
rented a microbus and paid Tk 500 as 
advance of the rent of Tk 1100, said 
Mohammed Hasan, manager of the 
car rental service. 

"He hired the vehicle to attend a 
marriage ceremony at Aamtali, Savar 
and asked to pick up passengers 
from 4/A Confidence Tower lane, 
Katashur, in the evening," Hasan 
added.

Hasan gave Shafiqul, a trusted 
driver of the company, a grey 

microbus (Dhaka Metro Cha-51-
2360) at around 6:30pm.  

Police recovered the body of 
Shafiqul from the old cattle market at 
Mirpur Mazar Road. The victim's 
neck bore marks nylon rope. His 
hands were tied at the back and 
marks of injuries were also found in 
the head. 

Police mounted a search in 
Katasur but could not find anyone by 
the name of Sabuj, they said. 

Separate cases have been filed 
with the police stations.

2 drivers killed

PIA
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Saturdays and Mondays, Nazir 
Ahmed, PIA's country manager in 
Bangladesh, said.

With the resumption of flights, 
travelling between the two Saarc 
(South Asian Association of 
Regional Cooperation) nations will 
be much easier and convenient, he 
told The Daily Star yesterday. 

"Resumption of the PIA services 
will increase trade and strengthen 
friendly relations between the two 
countries," he added.

The PIA has recently appointed 
Bengal ABN Travels Limited 
(BATL) as its general sales agent, 
said Rezaur Rahman, managing 
director of the BATL.

Resumption of the PIA services 
will provide travelling alternatives 
to passengers and reduce travel 
cost, he added.

Currently, Biman Bangladesh 
Airlines operates three weekly 
flights on Dhaka-Karachi route. In 
2001, the PIA carried 40,739 pas-
sengers to and from Bangladesh.  

Earlier this month, India and 
Pakistan agreed on restoring flights 
between them from January 1 and 
lift restrictions on aircraft crossing 
into each other's territory. 

Following an attack on its par-
liament in December 2001, India 
severed all transport links with 
Pakistan accusing the nuclear rival 
of its involvement in the attack.

The PIA will also re-establish its 
flights to Nepal from January 4, 
2004.

Rab fails
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Rab will have a gang crime unit and 
a narcotics crime unit to deal with 
organised cartels. There will also be 
a specialised investigation unit to 
probe money laundering, fraud, 
homicide and such crimes. 

Two Special Weapons and 
Tactics (SWT) teams of Rab will 
deal with criminals possessing 
sophisticated firearms. Its divers 
and paratroopers will carry out 
special operations.

Biman pilots
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yesterday to meet gradually a four-
point charter of demands of pilots.  

"The minister gave assurance to 
meet our demands by phases. So 
we withdrew the 'fly by book' 
movement," said Bapa President 
Captain SM Nasimul Haque.

Earlier at a special general meet-
ing on December 16, Bapa raised 
the four-point demand with the 
December 21 deadline: increased 
salaries for the crew, commission-
ing of an alternative institution or 
aviation medicine experts for medi-
cal check-up, employment of cock-
pit crew's children in Biman and 
relaxing of rules to help Bapa get 
registered as a collective bargaining 
agent.

As the deadline expired, pilots 
stopped operating extra flights on a 
'limited' strike from Monday dis-
rupting international and domestic 
flights and sparking worries among 
thousands of Hajj pilgrims to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Biman is  to ferry 25,000 
Bangladeshis intended to perform 
Hajj pilgrimage in 81 special flights 
from December 31.

Biman flies to 26 international 
and seven domestic destinations 
with 17 aircraft under a schedule of 
12 to 15 domestic and eight interna-
tional flights a day.

20 abducted 
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Chakma,  Pri t imoy Chakma,  
Chirojoti Chakma, Gopal Krishna 
Chakma, Babul Chakma and 
Shankar Chakma.

Shanghamitra Dewan, 60, 
father of Ilira Dewan, who is gen-
eral secretary of the UPDF-backed 
Hill Women's Federation, and 
vi l lage 'Karbari '  (headman) 
Bhabatosh Dewan are among the 
abducted.

The anti-peace accord UPDF 
blamed the pro-accord PCJSS for 
the incident. The peace accord was 
signed in 1997, bringing an end to 
two decades of bush war in the hill 
tracts.

Gargaicharri is known as a 
UPDF stronghold and the abduc-
tion is the first such incident in the 
area allegedly involving the PCJSS.  

The entire area is now tense and 
police and army are on the vigil. 

The law enforcers and troops 
are checking all vehicles passing 
through the main roads of the 
district town.

In separate press statements, 
the district unit of the UPDF and 
Hill Women's Federation con-
d e m n e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a n d  
demanded immediate and uncon-
ditional release of the abducted 
people. 

The UPDF statement was 
signed by Sushil Chakma and the 
other was signed by Antarika 
Chakma, office secretary of the 
central committee of the federa-
tion.

PM seeks
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O r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  I s l a m i c  
Conference.

Khaleda stressed improved 
cooperation in educational and 
cultural areas and asked for more 
scholarships for Bangladeshi 
students at various Russian univer-
sities.

The envoy conveyed Russian 
President Vladimir Putin's greet-
ings to the PM. Khaleda invited the 
president to visit Bangladesh.

Joint forces
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led a raid on a house in the village 
where the extremists were holding a 
secret meeting.

Police named the dead Shawkat 
Ali, 35, and linked him to the PBCP, 
blamed for a series of high-profile 
killings in the district over the years. 
The body was taken into the custody 
of joint forces.

Among the injured, Lieutenant 
Faruque was admitted to Jessore 
Combined Military Hospital with 
bullet wounds

Four others, wounded in the half-
an-hour armed confrontation with 
50 rounds, are Officer-in-Charge of 
Phultala Police Station Ashraful 
Islam and constables Abdul 
Mannan, Manzurul Islam and 
Nazmul. 

Deputy Inspector General (DIG) 
Abdul Aziz Sarkar said the four 
policemen were admitted to 
Phultala Health Complex with bullet 
wounds.

Amin, 30, Momin, 28, and 
Mashiur, 32, were kept under tight 
security in Phultala Police Station 
after they were arrested with guns, 
the DIG added.

The joint forces launched comb-
ing operations in Abhoynagar, 
Phultala and Dumuria -- the upazilas 
believed to be strong bases of under-
ground operatives.

Vajpayee eyes 

Rampage at DU
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microbus knocked him down at 
Nilkhet crossroads in the city.

As the news of his death reached 
the varsity campus yesterday noon, 
hundreds of students came out on 
the streets making frenzied demon-
strations. They barricaded the 
Nilkhet entrance to the university, 
damaged at least six vehicles and set 
fire to the minibus of the police 
force on duty in front of Sir AF 
Rahman Hall. 

At one stage, police in riot gear 
swooped on the students and fired 
two tear gas shells that left at least six 
injured, three of them seriously. A 
police constable was also wounded 
during the half-hour-clash with the 
mob. 

The three seriously injured were 
rushed to the DMCH and the 
wounded police constable, Mehedi 
Hasan, was sent to the Police 
Hospital at Rajarbag.

Additional police forces were 
deployed and the university authori-
ties made the campus off limit to all 
vehicles in order to avoid any further 
untoward incidents.

After the namaz-e-janaza was 
held at the university mosque, 
Mushfique's body was sent to his 
village home in Kishoregonj. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Finance and Planning Minister M 
Saifur Rahman yesterday said he 
would consider the duty structure for 
import of cellphone equipment in 
the interest of faster growth of the 
industry.

"Telecoms is rapidly expanding. 
Ten years ago, people did not even 
think of the present growth of 
cellphone, which provides unlimited 
business opportunities. After study-
ing the regional duty structure on 
cellphone equipment, we will cer-
tainly look into the matter," the 
minister said.

Saifur was speaking as chief guest 
at a ceremony at Sonargaon Hotel, 
marking the settlement of the first 
syndicated loan in the telecoms 
sector of Bangladesh.

Standard Chartered Bank (SCB) 
arranged the syndicated term loan 
facility of Tk 75 crore for the Pacific 
Bangladesh Telecom Limited 
(PBTL), the service provider of 
CityCell.

The minister said syndicated loan 
facility in case of big loans is a suc-
cessful one and no investment is 
suffering for this system.  

Managing Director of the PBTL 
Faisal Morshed Khan said in spite of 
the economic recession, CityCell's 
customer base grew by 200 per cent 
over the last one year. CityCell share-
holders intend to invest over $100 
million over the next 18 to 24 months 

to expand its network by more than 
300 percent in 2004, he added. 

"We should be in a position to 
provide the best customer service by 
bringing in new innovative technol-
ogies like soft-switch and other latest 
technologies as a part of the expan-
sion of services," he said. 

"These will help us provide more 
value added services like local inter-
operator and international short 
messaging service and multimedia 
messaging service facilities allowing 
picture transfer, TV viewing and data 
transfer at a speed of up to 144 kbps," 
Faisal said. 

CityCell has already expanded its 
services to more than 50 districts, he 
mentioned.

Acting Chairman of the PBTL 
Asghar Karim said the company is 
planning a major expansion in the 
next couple of years. 

PBTL Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Christopher William Maloy 
said the company's expansion 
progromme will help increase the 
customer base as well as improve 
service. 

Acting CEO of the SCB SAA 
Masrur said the bank arranged three 
syndications for the PBTL. "Seven 
banks including the SCB partici-
pated in the first syndicated facility, 
which enabled the PBTL to introduce 
CDMA technology in Bangladesh 
and Dhaka-Chittagong microwave 
link project," he  said.

3 die in road 
mishaps
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three persons were killed and one 
injured yesterday in road accidents 
in the city. 

Moni Mukta, a seven-year-old 
girl, was killed when a microbus hit 
her on Mazar Road at Mirpur at 
10:00am. She was at the time play-
ing on the road in front of her 
house. 

In another incident, Jahanara 
Begum, 32, a student of the 
N o r t h e r n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
Bangladesh, was hit by a speeding 
bus in front of the Bangladesh-
China Friendship Conference 
Centre at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar at 
3:45pm. Jahanara was rushed to 
the DMCH at around 4:30pm and 
the attending doctor declared her 
dead.

An unidentified man was killed 
crushed by an unknown vehicle at 
Tejgaon at around 12:15pm. The 
vehicle ran over him when he was 
crossing the road beside the 
Tejgaon Truck Stand. Police took 
him to the DMCH at 1:00pm where 
he was declared dead.

In another incident at Uttara at 
1:45pm, a bus driver was injured on 
the Airport Road when his bus 
(Dhaka Metro-Cha-8324) belonging 
to Bangladesh Road Transport 
Authority collided with another bus. 
The bus driver was admitted to the 
DMCH.

Saifur to consider 
duty on cellphone 
equipment
Tk 75cr syndicated loan for Pacific 

Bangladesh Telecom Ltd. settled
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university senate to be held on 
February 19 to nominate a three-
member panel of vice-chancellor 
(VC) candidates, a longstanding 
demand of JU Teachers' Association 
(Juta).

But the move fell flat with the 
teachers unmoved by the gesture as 
well as hunger strikers vowing to 
continue their fast until classes 
resume and examinations are held.

Professor Amin Mohammad Ali, 
president of Juta, called the move a 
farce and criticised the VC for 'dilly-
dallying' with announcing the elec-
tion schedule. Juta spearheaded the 
class boycott programme and has 
b e e n  d e m a n d i n g  t h e  v i c e -
chancellor's resignation among 
other demands.

At around 10:00am yesterday, 
over 2,000 students brought out 
processions from all 10 university 
dormitories and gathered in front of 
Amar Ekushey, a sculpture in front of 
the Social Science Faculty.

The agitating students later 
blockaded the Administrative 
Building and locked its entrances 
with pro-VCs Enamul Haq Khan and 
M Imamuddin, Treasurer ABM 
Enayet Hossain, Proctor Moshiur 
Rahman as well as officers and 
employees inside the building.

They also locked up the on-
campus branch of Agrani Bank, the 
Examination Office and Transport 
Office after driving out officials and 

employees.

Students also snapped telephone 
connections to the buildings at 
noon.

Pro-VC M Imamuddin met 
student representatives at around 
11:00am and agreed to announce 
within 24 hours the date of resuming 
classes. The students threatened to 
blockade the VC's office and teach-
ers' quarters, if things go otherwise.

Sources said VC Prof Jasim Uddin 
Ahmed did not go to office since 
student agitation began Monday, 
while officials close to the VC said he 
was busy holding meetings with 
government high-ups in a bid to 
solve the academic deadlock.

Earlier, Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal 
(JCD) activists locked the gates of 
men's dormitories at 6:00am and 
asked students to join a JCD proces-
sion at 11:00am instead of the gen-
eral students' procession. Later, the 
JCD men opened the gates following 
protests by residents.

On Monday night, JCD activists 
beat up two leaders of Bangladesh 
Chhatra League for participating in 
Monday's general students' agita-
tion.

Meanwhile, Juta has threatened 
to continue the class boycott 
programme unless the JCD activists 
who allegedly manhandled teachers 
on August 10 are punished. "The 
probe body formed to investigate the 
incident has not submitted its report 
yet," the Juta president said.

JU deadlock on 
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Continuous systems loss of power 
and fake metre reading also infuri-
ated the committee members. 

"I can not believe that in Lalbag 
and Fatulla, theft is so rampant that 
the level of systems loss is over 60 
percent," comments Shahidul 
Islam, chairman of the committee. 

The committee formed a sub-
committee yesterday to probe this 
corruption.

C o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  R u r a l  
Electrification Board (REB) also 
raised eyebrows as they found 
serious irregularities in a tender 
bidding for power distribution 
extension involving about half a 
million dollars. Another sub-
committee was formed to investi-
g a t e  t h i s  i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  s a i d  
Committee Chairman Shahidul 

Tk 7,600 crore pillage
Islam.

Apprehending more irregulari-
ties, the standing committee also 
sought papers on the Westmont 
130 MW power plant in Sirajganj. 
Westmont signed an agreement in 
1998 to set up a barge-mount 
power plant within 10 months. 
After a lot of delay, it set up a 90 
MW plant. And although it has 
been given repeated schedules to 
upgrade the plant to a 130 MW 
one, it failed to do so. The com-
pany is now saying that it will 
upgrade the plant by March next.

In such a context, Westmont is 
lobbying for another 130 MW power 
plant by promising a lot of benefits 
to Bangladesh. "When they could 
not fulfil their obligations in five 
years, how can we trust them 
again?" Shahidul Islam pointed out.

Sources said Westmont was 
interested about the second plant as 
it had an unused 10-year-old power 
unit in its inventory.

The report on the PDB said 
14,812 general objections involving 
Tk 4,409 crore and 5,477 advance 
objections involving Tk 3,190 crore 
remain unresolved since 1971 up to 
November 2003.

Besides, 355 audit objections 
since FY 1988-1989 to FY 2000-2001 
involving Tk 285 crore lie unsettled. 

The PDB however informed the 
committee that the extent of load 
shedding was coming down. Where 
there were 1,042 hours of load 
shedding in FY 2000-2001 and 900 
hours in FY 2001-2002, it has come 
down to 767 hours in FY 2002-2003.

Committee Chairman Shahidul 
Islam presided over the meeting, 
with other members and officials 
concerned attending.
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