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Complaint cell on
cards to facilitate
case filing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government plans to set up a
complaint cell at the home minis-
try to help people refused by police
stations file cases.

The idea was discussed at a
meeting of the home ministry's
monitoring cell yesterday in the
wake of a series of complaints that
police refused to record cases by
thevictimsinvariousincidents.

Home ministry sources said the
cell, likely to start functioning
shortly, will receive complaints
through telephone and fax and act
accordingly.

The 33rd meeting of the moni-
toring cell formed to review sensa-
tional and important cases was
chaired by State Minister for Home
Affairs Lutfozzaman Babar.

The meeting reviewed the
recent cases concerning the mur-
ders of 11 members of a Hindu
family at Banshkhali in Chittagong
, union parishad chairman of
Eklashpur in Chandpur
Rahmatullah at Pallabi and killing
of Jubo League leader and busi-
nessman Azharul Haque inside the
Chest Diseases Hospital in
Mohakhali.

The state minister ordered the

investigation officers (IOs) to
probe the cases quickly and prop-
erly.

In the Banshkhali tragedy, 11
members of a family including a
four-day-old babywere burnt dead
asrobberssetfireto theirhouseina
remote village, about 30 miles
south off Chittagong city.

The 10 of Rahamatullah murder
case told the cell eight accused
were arrested and two witnesses
gave judicial statements before a
magistrate.

The meeting was told that the
cell haslisted 213 cases for review --
49 are under investigation, 103 on
trial while 39 have been disposed
of. Nineteen other cases have
ended up in acquittal of the
accused, final report and death
reference or are merely onrecord.

There were 319 accused in 39
disposed of cases; 81 of them were
awarded death penalty, 107 life, 41
failed for varying periods, 120 fined
and 98 acquitted.

The meeting was attended,
among others, the cabinet secre-
tary, home secretary, inspector
general of police, secretaries at the
Prime Minister's Office and the
establishment ministry, and the
attorney general.

Govt talks with PCJSS
to dilute CHT tension

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday held
informal talks with the Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity
(PCJSS) in a move to resolve the
problems plaguing the Chittagong
Hill Tracts (CHT).

The talks took place between
Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives

Sujan murder
Commissioner
Shahid
acquitted

COURT CORRESPONDENT

ADhaka court yesterday sentenced
three persons to life in the Sujan
alias Michel murder case but the
acquitted alleged mastermind,
Ward Commissioner Saidur
Rahman Shahid, and three others.

The convicts are Sharif,
Kutubuddin and Mohan. Sharif is
in custody and the other two have
been absconding since the murder.
The courtalso fined them Tk 50,000
each and ordered another year
behind bars in case of non-
payment.

Security was beefed up in and
around the court yesterday antici-
pating violence. A section of
Dhalkanagar residents brought out
a procession and chanted slogans
demanding death penalty to
Shahid.

Judge Sheikh Jahangir Hussain
of the Speedy Trial Tribunal read
out the highlights of the 23-page
judgementin 10 minutes.

Punishment to the fugitives will
be effective from the date of their
arrest or surrender to the court, the
judgement said.

The court acquitted Shahid,
Jewel (Sohel), Kachi and Bashir as
charges against them could not be
proved beyond doubt.

"During the trial, six prosecu-
tion witnesses alleged that Shahid
was the mastermind, which could
notbe corroborated. So, convicting
him would be a miscarriage of
justice," the courtsaid.

Both the prosecution and
defence completed their argu-
ments on December 3 and the
court recorded statements of six
prosecution witnesses.

The case alleged that Sujan, a
leader of BNP's youth wing
Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal, was shot
dead by assailants at KB Road in
Sutrapur on May 4, 1999 when he
and his brother Pintu were return-
ing home by a rickshaw from
Nawabpur.

A murder case was filed with
Sutrapur Police Station, accusing
Sharif and six others, the following
day.

The investigation officer sub-
mitted a final report on March 8,
2000 stating the allegations against
the accused could notbe proved.

Four days later, complainant
Pintu filed a naraji petition (no
confidence) with the Court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate (CMM),
Dhaka. After hearing, the court
rejected the petition.

Pintu filed a criminal revision
with the Court of Metropolitan
Sessions Judge, Dhaka on April 16,
2000. After hearing, the court
ordered a judicial inquiry into the
killing.

Following the order, the CMM's
court recorded statements of seven
witnesses and took the case into
cognisance.

The court also sent the case to
the sessions judge's court for trial
thatframed charges against Shahid
and othersonJanuary 16,2001.

Minister Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
and PCJSS President and Chairman
of the CHT Regional Council
Jyotirindriya Bodhipriya Larma alias
ShantuLarma.

Vice-president of the PCJSS
Rupayan Dewan was also present at
the meeting held at the minister's
residence.

Sources said the government is
planning to meet some demands of
the PCJSS.

The meeting discussed the unrest
inthe CHT region.

Mannan Bhuiyan told Larma that
a meeting of the cabinet committee
on the CHT affairs will be convened
to discuss the progress of implemen-
tation of the CHT peace accord. He
also said some new issues will be
taken up at that meeting, according
tosources.

No date of the cabinet body meet
was fixed but it might be held some
time thismonth, asenior official said.

Bhuiyan was also quoted as
telling the meeting that the progress
of formulation of rules for the CHT
Regional Council, separate voter list
and activities of theland commission
and the taskforce on internal refu-
geeswould bediscussed.

The cabinetbodylastmeton April
23 with the representatives of the
regional council.

The PCJSS wants meeting of its
demands by December 31 which
include full implementation of the
peace accord, removal of CHT
Development Board chief Wadud
Bhuiyan, withdrawl of army camps
from the CHT region and appoint-
ment of a full minister to the CHT
affairs ministry.

The PCJSS leaders warned of a
fresh movement if their demands
werenotmetbythe deadline.

Earlier, the PCJSS enforced a road
barricade programme and a hartal
on December 8 to press for its
demands.

More support
for Dhaka's
OIC bid

BSS, GENEVA

Iran, Pakistan, Senegal, Mali,
Gambia and Azerbaijan have
extended their support to
Bangladesh's candidature for
Organisation of Islamic
C0111ference (OIC) secretary gen-
eral.

Iranian President Seyed
Mohammed Khatami, Senegal
President Abdoulaye Wade, Mali
President Amadou Toumani
Toure, Pakistan Prime Minister
Zafarullah Khan Jamali and
Gambian Vice-president Isatou
Njie-Saidy lent their support dur-
ing meetings with Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia on Thursday on the
sidelines of the ongoing World
Summit on the Information
Society.

Earlier, Azerbaijan President
Ilham Aliyev also extended his
country's support to Bangladesh's
candidature for the top OIC job
during his meeting with the PM on
Wednesday evening.

In the meetings, held at Palexpo
Conference Centre, Muslim lead-
ers stressed revitalising the OIC
and discussed various issues con-
cerning the Middle East, Palestine
andIraq.

Phensidyl

FROM PAGE 1
Selim, 32, and Abdul Hamid, 30.

Following their statement,
police dug a spot of the graveyard
near the house of Shahabuddin
alias Buddin, a listed criminal and
smuggler of the area, and recov-
ered the bottlesin 18 jute sacks.

A case was filed with Sutrapur
Police Station.

No job extension
to education
secretary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Education Secretary Shahidul Alam
was not given further extension, as
his two-year service expired yester-
day.

A draft proposal of givin
Shahidul, one of the most powerfu%
bureaucrats in the civil administra-
tion, one more year contract was
sent through the Ministry of
Establishment to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia prior to her visit to
Switzerland, but she declined it,
official sources said.

Officials at the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said unlike the past
two years, the government has
decided to give fewer extensions in
the administration to reduce
resentment against excessive
contractual appointments in the
civil service.

Around half a dozen contracts
with top bureaucrats expired last
month and except for Cabinet
Secretary Saadat Husain, no-one
was given extension.

The officials said contracts of
some more secretaries will expire
this month. They are President's
Secretary Anisul Haq Chowdhury
on December 14, Power Division
Secretary SM Shamsul Alam on
December 24, Primary and Mass
Education Secretary Tehmina
Hussain on December 30 and Local
Government Division Secretary
AYBI Siddigi on December31.

Contracts of several other high
officials and heads of various gov-
ernment departments will also
expire this month. Extension of
thodse is unlikely, the PMO officials
said.

13 BCL
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They alleged that proper evalua-
tion of the student and die-hard
activists with 'clean' image was not
reflected in formation of the 101-
member committee.

They conveyed the decision to
Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina, General Secretary Abdul
Jalil and Joint Secretary and
Chairman of Okay Commission of
BCL Obaidul Quader.

The BCL leaders accused
Chittagong city AL President MA
Mannan and General Secretary
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury of
directing the BCL's central com-
mittee to pick up non-students and
persons with criminal records.

"General students won't accept
this committee. It won't bring an
good to the party, rather it will
triggerinternal feud," they alleged.

They said they made specific
allegations against some of the new
recruits to the Okay Commission in
vain.

Hasan Murad Biplob read out a
statement that disclosed names of
24 members including the presi-
dent and general secretary that
have criminal records.

Third force

FROM PAGE 1
Kamal Hossain.

Without mentioning any coun-
try by name, some AL leaders
hinted that those finding their
interests not served by the AL or
BNP became active to s¥1ape a third
forcein Bangladesh.

The meeting, chaired by
Hasina, ran four %ours before an
afternoon interval at 2:45pm and
sat again after evening to lay out
strategies for an anti-government
movement.

Most central AL leaders opted
for launching an immediate move-
ment against the coalition, but
some underscored disciplining the
AL itself and wrapping up forma-
tion of fresh committees at thana
and districtlevels.

Yesterday's meeting also
endorsed the new committee of
AL's Habiganj district unitand took
up theissues of internal feuds.

The probe report on godfather-
famed former AL lawmaker Joynal
Hazari was not discussed at the
meeting until earlylast night.

No Bangladeshi
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notice issued by the Canadian
overnment to its citizens travel-
ing to Dhaka, the foreign minister
said, "Both US and Canada are
working in close cooperation and
sharing each other's intelligence
reports."

Some people in national politics
also have been tarnishing the
country'simage, he added.

A%enc¥ reports are not always
based ontactsasithappenedinthe
case of Bolivia, where some
Bangladeshi job seekers were
erroneously detained and released
later.

When asked about the killing of
34 alleged robbers by angry villag-
ers in Noakhali, he replied his
ministry was in touch with home
ministry for detailed information
ontheincidents there.

For é%n Secretary Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury was also pres-
entduring the press briefing.

Antiwar trio blasts

FROM PAGE 12
Tass news agency.

In Brussels, Arancha Gonzalez,
trade spokeswoman at the
European Commission, said the
EU was asking the United States "to
provide us with information so we
can see whether or not their com-
mitments" under the World Trade
Organization "have been
respected.”

The Pentagon directive said
restricting contract bids was neces-
sary to protect essential security
interests. WTO rules allow for
exemptions based on national
security.

Jamal 'adductor’ dies

FROM PAGE 1
Shafiquddin Chowdhury.

Amar's lawyer Advocate
Rananga Chowdhury said: "We
believe Amar died because of
police torture on remand. I submit-
ted a petition praying for a court
order for the presence of a magis-
trate and a forensic expert during
the autopsy."

"The courtresponded positively
and we will file a case against the
policesoon."

Advocate Rana Dasgupta,
central joint secretary of the
Hindu, Bouddha and Christian
Oikya Parishad, said he heard the
allegation that Amar was beaten up
by policemen as he was revealing
the names of their colleagues who
gobbled up Tk 25 lakh given to
them by Jamal's family to buy the
magnate's freedom.

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) Commissioner SM Sabbir
Ali said a three-member probe
body headed by DC (Riot Control
Division) Noor Md Molla was
formed to investigate the causes of
the death.

"We would take action on the
basis of the probe report," he said.

The forensic test on Amar's
body was conducted at the
CMCH by Assistant Professor
Pradip Roy and the autopsy at
Chittagong General Hospital
morgue in presence of Magistrate
Humayun Kabir.

Details of the reports could not
be known immediately.

The death of Amar, accused of
links with a set of ransom-
motivated kidnapping gangs
operating in Chittagong and its
environs, became a buzz of
Chittagong yesterday.

Most people appeared reluctant
to buy the policeline, saying he was
the latest addition to a long list of
custodial deaths that have drawn

fire from human rights groups in
recentyears.

Most locals said Amar, who was
accused in four other kidnapping
cases in addition to Jamal's, had a
good health and married on July 11
thisyear.

He is accused of kidnapping
businessman Haji Munir of
Khatunganj, Chandra Shekhor Das
of Kotwali Police Station, BRTA
employee Mostafiz and
Meherunnisa of Panchlaish Police
Station.

He was remanded for the first
time on Wednesday after his arrest
at Kaliaish in Patiya upazila early
Tuesday morning.

A survey report of Odhikar, a
rights group, says 56 people were
killed by law enforcers and 61
others died in police and jail cus-
tody in the first nine months of the
currentyear.

Another survey of Mass-line
Media Centre says 1,859 people
were vcitimised by law enforcers in
441 incidents in the first 11 months
of thisyear.

One hundred and sixty-nine
policemen were closed and 259
suspended for their involvement
with repression on unarmed civil-
ian, it said, adding 122 policemen
were arrested and 130 cases filed
against them over the period.

Muggers
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of the Pubali Bank's Pahartoli
branch was waiting for bus to go to
his village home at Sitakunda at
around 8:30pm.

The muggers opened fire on
him to kill him on the spot and took
away the sum he collected by
selling his land property, family
sources said.

A case was filed with Pahartoli

Police Station. None was arrested
till 7:30 last night.

Pneumonia catches

FROM PAGE 12
change in weather is actually an
ideal condition for the micro-
organisms to attack human lungs.
Though adults have greater immu-
nity than children they may also
contract theinfection.

Noted child specialist Prof M R
Khan told The Daily Star, "The
infection is mostly viral in nature
and occurs mostly during pre-
winter and post-winter seasons. We
are receiving about 10 children a
day who are in acute stage of infec-
tion."

Prof Khan also predicts worse
scenario if mothers are not well
aware of the prevention side of the
disease. He said that because the
disease is spread through droplets
from sneeze and cough it is advis-
able to cover nose and mouth every
time someone sneezes or coughs.
Beside, Prof Khan said that children
must wear protective warm clothes
toreduce chance ofinfection.

Dr Choudhury Md Haider,
Director of Dhaka Shishu Hospital,
said "Compared to previous years,
the infection rate this year is higher.
Most of my patients (children) have
complaints of respiratory tract
infection."

Dr Md Shahidullah, head of
neonatal unit of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujib Medical University
Hospital, calls the trend of the
respiratory tract infection of chil-
dren very unusual. "This year I have
noticed many a newborn showing
symptoms of pneumonia which is
very unusual. But bronchiolitis is
also on the rise and exceeds all
records."

According to experts during the
infection the lungs' air sacs fill with
pus, mucus, and other liquid and
cannot function properly failing to
replenish blood with oxygen. If
there is insufficient oxygen in the

blood, body cells cannot function
properly and maydie.

Often pneumonia follows an
infection of the nose and throat.
When this happens, symptoms of
pneumonia begin to appear two or
three days after a cold or sore throat
attack.

When pneumonia is caused by
bacteria, an infected child usuall
becomes sick relatively quickly wit
high fever and unusual rapid
breathing. When pneumonia is
caused by viruses, symptoms tend
to appear more gradually and are
often less severe than in bacterial
pneumonia. Wheezing may be
more common with patients with
viral pneumonia.

Driver of killer
vehicle held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The driver of the Ford sports utility
vehicle (SUV) that knocked down
and dragged a garment worker to
death Wednes %3; morning was
arrested at night the same day and

roduced before Dhaka

etropolitan Magistrate's Court
yesterday.

Driver Hanif, son of
Ahmadullah Munshi, of Battola,
Shahbajpur, Chandpur was
arrested from Gulshan on
Wednesday night.

Police told the Daily Star that a
consultant firm in the city owns the
Ford Explorer.

Garment worker Nahar Begum,
was hit by the SUV north of Gulshan
Shooting Club at 7:00am, and was
dragged up to Tibet crossing after
her sari got entangled with one of
the rear wheel-rim covers of the
vehicle.

37 states
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and to include internationally
recognized concepts such as
money laundering and influence
peddling.

The convention treats corrup-
tion as something more than a
simple crime, saying it
destabilizes countries, slows
development and erodes demo-
cratic institutions, such as elec-
tions.

On the other hand, it states that
corruption is often driven by
poverty which needs to be
addressed globally.

Signatory governments com-
mit to conducting business trans-
parently, to hire and promote on
merit and to streamline bureau-
cracies.

The drafting committee began
its work in January 2002 and 128
UN members are collaborating in
developing the convention.

The United Nations has dis-
tributed a manual with 44 legal,
economical and political recom-
mendations for countries to fight
corruption.

Conference speakers included
Transparency International presi-
dent Peter Eigen, who said the
organization's offices around the
world were available to provide
help and participate in overseeing
therecommendations.

Eigen noted, for example, that
no country had yet found a final
solution to pesky issues such as
financing political campaigns.

Spanish anti-corruption prose-
cutor Carlos Castresana said
international juridical assistance
under the Convention provides

ink
tools for tracking private and state
corruption cases to court.
Castresana said people should
pressure governments as Voters,
and companies as consumers "to
become a (kind of) alternative
court of moral condemnation
(that would act) as a counter-
weight to money," which he

described as the root of corrup-
tion.

3 more 'robbers'
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Police and locals said they chased
25 to 30 operatives of Bashar Majhi
band from Char Jahajia to their
previous deep forest hideouts at
Caring Char yesterday, bit could
notcatch them.

Another alleged jungle robber,
Ayub Ali, 38, surrendered to
Shantirhat police at Char Bata
yesterday. Police also recovered an
abandoned motorcycle during a
raid at a hideout of Bashar Maji
gang at Janata Bazar near Char
Batayesterday.

Superintendent of Police of
Noakhali Mejbahunnabi said 105
operatives of the four gangs have
been arrested since the combing
operation started on December 6.
He also said 12 firearms and a good
number of bullets were also seized.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Moudud Ahmed
visited the char areas yesterday
and urged people to co-operate
with the local administration to
ejectrobbers from their deep forest
hideouts peacefully rather than
take thelawinto their own hands.

Khaleda
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from international financial insti-
tutions."

Prime Minister Begum Zia
called for resolute commitment to
build the information society and
implement the plan of action to be
adopted inthe WSIS.

"Welive in an asymmetric world
marked by wealth and poverty. The
digital divide has widened the
development gap. However, I
believe that we have now devised a
technology that can overcome
these differences and lead to a
global society with minimum
poverty and maximum equity," she
said.

"Information technologies have
generated profound changes in
human society. These are quite
different from social transforma-
tion caused by earlier scientific
advances," Khaleda said, adding
that it is for the developing coun-
tries, particularly the least devel-
oped ones, to seize the opportunity
and adopt ICT as a priority tool to
fight hunger, malnutrition, illiter-
acy, discrimination against
women, the aged and disabled.

She said Bangladesh has placed
poverty alleviation on the top of its
development agenda where ICT
hasacrucialrole to play.

"I am happy that our national
policy on ICT conforms closely
with the outcomes of the docu-
ments we intend to endorse in
Geneva," Khaleda said.

She said Bangladesh hopes to
establish countrywide ICT infra-
structure to ensure access to infor-
mation by allits citizens.

"This will both empower people
and enhance democratic values. It
will also facilitate sustainable
economic development, gover-
nance, e-commerce, banking,
public utility services and a variety
of on-line ICT enabled services,"
shesaid.

The Geneva summit is the first
phase of the WSIS while the second
phase will take place in Tunisia in
2005.

White panel
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Social Science Faculty posts.

Prof Sadrul Amin of the White
Panel was elected the Arts Faculty
dean when he defeated Prof Sharif
Ullah Bhuiyan of the Blue Panel by 12
votes.

In the Science Faculty polls, Prof
RIM Aminur Rashid of the Blue Panel
was elected dean. He received 103
votes while his rival White Panel
candidate Prof Tazmery S Islam got
101.

Prof Sirajul Islam of the White
Panel was elected the dean of the
Business Faculty when he bagged 68
votes against his rival Blue Panel
candidate Prof Mizanur Rahman.
ProfRahmanreceived 47 votes.

In the Social Science Faculty
polls, Blue Panel's Prof Harunur
Rashid was elected dean ahead of his
rival White Panel candidate Prof Abu
Ahmed. He beat Prof Rashid by five
votes.

Prof Saiyad Salehin Kadri of the
White Panel defeated Blue Panel's
Prof Shaheed Akther Hossain in the
race for the Biological Science
Faculty dean's position. Prof Kadri
secured 86 votes while Prof Hossain
received 58 votes.

Dr Nayeema Haque, the White
Panel candidate for the Law Faculty
election, beat her rival Blue Panel
candidate Prof Mizanur Rahman by
sixvotes.

Prof Abdur Rashid of White Panel
was elected dean of the Pharmacy
Faculty, as he beat Blue Panel candi-
date ProfABM Farookbyninevotes.

The election was held at the
Teacher-Student Centre of DU from
10:00am to 2:00pm. Prof Rashidul
Hasan, DU treasurer, conducted the
polls.

Relic comes
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Torches blazed along pathways,
ards mounted watch and uni-
ormed caterers served food in a
?lmbolic throwback to the halcyon
ays. Other decorationslentamajes-
tic atmosphere to Lalbagh Fort that
cameintobeingin1678.

Prince Mohammad Azam, the
then viceroy of Bengal, began the
construction of Lalbagh Fort along
the Buriganga river to ward off the
Arakanese and Portugese pirates and
invaders.

The Institute of Architects, the
Bangladesh chapter of Arcasia
Forum, an international association
of architects, staged the show as part
ofits 12th programme, Byanjona.

Education Minister Osman
Farruk and ruling BNP lawmaker
Nasir Uddin Pintu were among the
audience that also includes archi-
tects from 17 countries around the
world.

"Shows like this are held at the
Delhi Red Fort. We just experi-
mented here. If the government
comes forward, it can be a regular
event," said Shakoor Majid, chief
media coordinator of the
programme.

The Delhi Red Fort presents a 62-
minute light and sound show regu-
larly with the state-of-the-art tech-
nology, attractingalot of tourists and
earningheftyproceeds.

"Although far short of the Delhi
standards, our audience aPII;lauded
andappreciated ourevent,” hesaid.

"The speciality of this
programme is the surround sound
Sﬁstem. No-one tried anything like
this here before," said Sound
Engineer Nurul Momen.

Pintu told The Daily Star, "I have
sent the prime minister a project
proposalforalightand sound system
similar to the Delhi Red Fort's. It will
costTk3 crore."

"I have suggested that a private
company be given the contract for
the show. If it doesn't work, I will
approach the finance minister for
funds," Pintusaid.

Kuril arms haul
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their primary investigation that
links tﬁe November 30 seizure of
four AK-47 rifles, two revolvers, 20
renades, a high-frequency wire-
ess set and hundreds of bullets, to
agroup of 'insurgents'.
They also mentioned the smug-
glers used Dhaka as the 'transit
route' for thearms.

A CID official however sounded
optimisticaboutthe case.

On why the case was handed
over to the CID, Deputy
Commissioner of Detective Branch
Farooq Ahmad said, "Investigators
need to visit and raid places out-
side Dhaka and only the CID can do
it."

MOREPOLICE FINDINGS
Shortly after midnight of
November 30, a truck from an
unspecified northern district
pulled in Rampura and its helper
got down on the pretext of fixing
engine. The trucker unloaded four
cartons of arms from under his seat
and the helper stashed the cache in
the tin-roofed signboard shop of
Manik, who was arrested in Kuril
the same night.

A gang of 'Angulkata’ Robin,
Uttara's Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal
leader Lincoln and Manik sought
assistance from Jahangir, nephew
of the local ward commissioner
?)nézl one Mukhles in the smuggling

id.

The group, based in
Moghbazar, also hired Uttara's
Rubel alias Azizand one Shamsu.

Jahangir and Mukhles were on
the watch for the truck and
remained in touch with its driver
by cellphone until the vehicle
delivered the arms and drove back
to Uttara.

TWINARRESTS

The gang was busy loading maga-
zines of the firearms in the shop
under the cover of dark. Curious, a
night guard went close to the shop
and wanted to know what was
happening but was scared off by

the gangsters.

A dpolice patrol, called by the
guard, saw the gang with firearms
in hand and informed high officials
whoraided the shop.

The area came alive with
exchange of gunshots between the
gang and police in the raid thatled to
the arrest of Manik and Rubel and
seizure of the firearms and ammuni-
tion.

The intelligence report says the
arms were unloaded in Dhaka, as
the smugglers were unpaid for the
task.

MYSTERIOUS MUSA

In the wake of the seizure, one
Musa was seen frequenting the
houses of the arrestees. A day into
the incident, Musa arrived at
Mokhles' home in combat dress
with another four on a pickup.
They took a motorbike and left the
area after they visited the houses of
two other suspects.

Hartal
observed

at Bhola

UNB, Bhola

Adawn to dusk hartal was observed
here yesterday to protest the sus-
pension of launch service on
Charfashion-Dhaka route.

People under the banner of
'‘Sangram Parishad' took out pro-
cessions in the district town and put
up barricades on the Bhola-
Charfashion road during the shut-
down.

The demonstrators damaged
about 50 rickshaws and forced the
shop owners to keep the shutters of
their shops down, police and
witnesses said.

Direct launch service between
Charfashion and Dhaka remained
suspended since December 7.

Blast claims
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Yehuda Halevy street in Israel's
business capital.

"The target of the criminal
attack was Zeev Rosenstein and the
blast occurred when he left the
shop," said Tel Aviv police district
commander Yossi Sedbon. "He
was injured along with his body-
guards."

Police said two people were
killed immediately in the blast. A
third victim died later in Tel Aviv's
Ichilov Hospital. The Magen David
Adom ambulance service said it
treated 26 wounded.

A Reuters correspondent saw
one body, limbless, on the floor at
the front of the money-changer's
shop.

"Rosenstein was slightly hurt
but he is all right and being treated
in hospital," said his lawyer, Keren
Nahari.

Rosenstein was arrested earlier
this month on suspicion of involve-
ment in what police described as
thekilling of criminal rivals but was
released without charge.

Witnesses at Gazza said yester-
day it was the biggest Israeli raid in
the area since ceasefire talks
involving the Palestinian authority
and militants broke down last
weekend.

At least 17 Palestinians were
wounded, including four children
and several gunmen, doctors at
Rafah hospital said.

An Israeli military source said
troops were on a mission to detain
awanted IslamicJihad militant and
returned fire after encountering
resistance from gunmen who
attacked them with anti-tank
missiles and automatic weapons.

Troops believed they killed

three gunmen, the source said.

Witnesses said infantry and 20
armoured vehicles, including
tanks, took part in the raid as heli-
copters flewoverhead.

Colonel Pinhas Zuarez, com-
mander of the operation, said his
forces took the wanted man,
Khaled al-Qadi of Islamic Jihad,
into custody after he tried to flee.

"He had planted numerous
explosive charges on the road
(leading to) the border terminal
(with Egypt) and also was involved
in planning attempts to infiltrate
Israel and carry out attacks,"
Zuarez told Reuters in Jerusalem
bytelephone.

The army demolished Qadi's
family home before pulling out.

Atleast 10,000 mourners, shout-
ing for revenge, marched in funeral
processions for the dead. About
100 armed militants, firing in the
air, also took part.

"Sharon prepare coffins," pro-
testers chanted in warning to the
Israeli prime minister.

Hamas and Islamic Jihad, dedi-
cated to Israel's destruction, have
carried out suicide bombings
inside the Jewish state and
attacked soldiers and Jewish set-
tlers in the Gaza Strip and West
Bank during a Palestinian uprising
thatbeganin September 2000.

Palestinian Prime Minister
Ahmed Qurie described the raid in
comments to reporters in the West
Bank as a crime and an "ugly
aggression againstour people".

Israeli forces regularly conduct
searches in the Rafah area for
militants and tunnels used for
smuggling weapons from Egypt.
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embassy in Dhaka and other US
interests in Bangladesh," the warn-
ingsaid.

"US citizens in Bangladesh
should remain vigilant, particu-
larly in public places frequented by
foreigners, including but not lim-
ited to hotels, restaurants, shop-
ping areas and places of worship.
They also should avoid demonstra-
tions and large crowds," it pointed
out.

Citizens planning to travel to
Bangladesh were advised to con-
sult the department's consular
information sheet for Bangladesh
and register with the embassy in
Dhaka.

The announcement is effective
untilMarch 9, 2004.

An official of the US embassy in
Dhaka told The Daily Star the
announcement was prepared on
the basis of a report sent by the
embassy.

Asked whether it was linked to
series of suicide bombings in
Istanbul and other Muslim coun-
tries and attacks on Ahmadiyyas in
Bangladesh, the official seeking
anonymity refused to comment.

"The public announcement is
part of a regular evaluation of
security of US interests worldwide
and it was also circulated to some
other countries," he said.

Asked if it would affect US
investment in the country, he said
it has nothing to do with invest-
ment.

"It has been issued for public
awareness and also to assist US
citizens. US investors are free to
invest in Bangladesh and the warn-
ing would not hamper US-
Bangladesh trade," headded.

The State Department had also

issued similar warnings to US
citizens in Kenya and Bolivia and
travel warnings on 27 countries
this year including Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, Turkey, Afghanistan,
Iraq, Iranand Nepal.

In July, the mission in Dhaka
issued a warning of unconfirmed
threats against US officials and
'terrorists who might target facili-
ties where US citizens congregate'.
However, Tuesday's warning
mentioned neither threats nor
terrorism.
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health experts and scientists from
Japan, the US and host Bangladesh
are attendingit.

Thomas, who joined the inau-
gural session of the conference as
special guest, said it was his
responsibility to protect the US
citizens in Bangladesh. He, how-
ever, gave no details.

Health Minister Khondoker
Musharraf Hossain inaugurated
the conference as the chief guest,
while Japanese Ambassador to
Bangladesh Matsushiro Horiguchi
attended as special guest.

The United States issued secu-
rity alert on Tuesday based on what
the State Department said the
information about possible threats
against its embassy in Dhaka and
Americanslivingin Bangladesh.

Bangladesh refuted the allega-
tion and stepped up security for
foreigners. Around 5,000 foreign-
ers live in Bangladesh and none of
them came under any attack in the
past.
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