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Tiger to tie the knot

AFP, Stockholm

Tiger Woods is to marry his Swedish
girlfriend Elin Nordegren, the 23-year-
old former model's father has con-
firmed.

Woods proposed at a South African
game reserve where they had been
sleeping under the stars in sleeping bags
after playingin the Presidents Cup in the
Western Cape last week.

"She called (Wednesday) morning
and was incredibly happy. It's great,"
Thomas Nordegren told the Expressen
daily.

"I spoke only briefly with them on
the phone but they were happy and I
congratulated them," said Nordegren,
who is the Washington correspondent
for public radio broadcaster Swedish
Radio.

Lynn Giles, a warden on the
Shamwari Game Reserve, told the
Aftonbladet: "She knew nothing about
it, even though Tiger had planned
everything very carefully.

"When they returned the diamond
was sparkling on her finger. She was so
moved that she could hardly speak, she
was just glowing and was very very
happy."

The couple have a home in Orlando,
Florida, but the wedding is to take place
in Sweden although the couple are in no
rush, Expressen said, quoting unnamed
friends of the pair.

Tiger met Elin when she was working
as a nanny to the children of Swedish
professional golfer Jesper Parnevik.

The engagement comes after a
season in which the 27-year-old Woods
failed to win a major for the first time in
five years - his target is to shatter Jack
Nicklaus' record of 21 major wins.

Two years ago Woods' father, Earl,
said there was just one threat to Tiger
becoming recognised as the greatest
golfer who ever lived -- a Mrs. Tiger
Woods.

"Let's face it, a wife can sometimes

be a deterrent to a good game of golf," Earl
Woodssaid.

Marriage, Earl Woods said, would
simply distract Tiger from his quest to
achieve golfimmortality.

"The level he's at, the finite little
problems like that would destroy him," he
said.

And he did not expect Tiger to marry
beforehewas 30.

In 2001 he set the golf world alight
whenholdingallfour grand slamsat once.

But Woods is still hungry to slap down

the pundits who suggest he has fallen into
aslump.

And his lack of success on the greens
does not appear to have affected his
earning potential. Forbes magazine says
he made 70 million dollars last year in
appearance feesand endorsements alone.

His tournament earnings surpass 40
million dollars worldwide.

Since becoming a professional golfer
in 1996, he has won 52 tournaments, 39 of
those on the US PGA TOUR, including the
1997, 2001, and 2002 Masters

Tiger Woods (L) with Swedish model girlfriend Elin Nordegren.

Tournaments, 1999 and 2000 PGA
Championships, 2000 and 2002 US Open
Championship, and 2000 British Open
Championship.

In 2000, Woods matched the record of
Ben Hogan in 1953 in winning three
professional major championships in the
same year. Hogan won the Masters, U.S.
Openand British Open.

And with his second Masters victory in
2001, Tiger became the first ever to hold all
four professional major championships
atthe same time.
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SL boss battles
arrest order

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lankan cricket chief Thilanga
Sumathipala Saturday denied he was in
hiding following an order from the state
attorney general for his arrest ahead of
ahome Test series against England.

Press reports here Saturday said the
attorney general had told police there
was sufficient evidence to arrest
Sumathipala over his alleged links to a
convicted criminal.

"I categorically deny any involve-
ment with the said underworld charac-
ter," Sumathipala said in a statement
here. "I had already gone to the CID
(Criminal Investigations Department)
and made statements.

"Iam notavoiding this issue and will
face it in court. Some media... have
been speculating that I have gone into
hiding. I have not, but will go before the
court nextweek seekingjustice."

He questioned the motives of the
state law officers in issuing an order for
his arrest when England was touring
the country.

England will play three Test
matches in Sri Lanka, the first starting
atGalleon Tuesday.

Ramnarine
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In that series, he and Carl Hooper,
captain at the time, had an on-field
disagreement, and their relationship
became worse last year when

Thorpe looking back

ﬁl Cricket

REUTERS, Colombo

England batsman Graham Thorpe
aims to relive one of his greatest
achievements when the first Test
against Sri Lanka starts on Tuesday.

Thorpe's nerveless batting was
crucial to England's success on their
lasttour of Sri Lanka in 2001.

The 34-year-old left-hander played
match-winning innings in the final two
Tests, finishing the series with 269 runs
atanaverage of67.25.

Sri Lanka off spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan believes Thorpe's wicket
may be the key to next month's three-
Testseries.

"Thorpe was superb during that
series and he is the key man this time
too," Muralitharan told this news
agency.

"He's patient, picks up the length
quickly and works the ball around
cleverly," added Muralitharan.

Thorpe looked unlikely to play a
role as he struggled to regain his place
in the side after a string of personal

problems.

Buthe wasrecalled for the final Test
against South Africa at the Oval, a
must-win game for England who
needed victory to avoid a series defeat.

GRAHAM THORPE

Thorpe scored an emotional 124 in
front of his home crowd to book a place
on tours to Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
West Indies.

"It was massive game and probably
the bestinnings of my life," Thorpe told
reporters.

"It's been a long road coming back,
but I am really enjoying my cricket at
the moment and I feel that every day I
play for Englandis abonus."

He hopes to reproduce the purple
patch he enjoyed on the last Sri Lanka
tour.

"It was incredible to come back to
win the series last time and was cer-
tainly one of the greatest achievements
I have had playing for England," he
said.

"I have very good memories of
playing here, and am very proud of my
role in that series, but we all start again
onnoughtunfortunately.”

Thorpe's main task will be to nullify
Muralitharan.

"Obviously Murali is a big player for
Sri Lanka and we have to have ideas as
to how we are going to play against
him," hesaid.

"He can quite easily get you out
early, butif you can get used to him you
can survive, so the important thing to
doistotryand hanginthereat thestart.

"Fortunately, we have a few decent
left-handers in the top six and, hope-
fully, one of us will be able to score big
runsagainsthim."

Pakistan ride on Razzaq
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"He showed why he is so dangerous and a world class
All-rounder, he helped us win the match from a
position where we thought it had slipped away,"
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Oram c Misbah b
Razzaq 35
McCullum not
out 0
Extras: (lb-5, nb-8, w -
8) 21
Total: (For 5 wkts in 50 overs)

291

Fall of wickets: 1-49, 2-57,3-156, 4-178, 5-268
Did not bat: Vettori, Walker, Walmsley, Mason
Bowler o M

R w

Sami 10 0

67 0

Shabbir 10 0

30 2

Razzaq 10 1

71 2

Kaneria 10 0

76 0

Malik 10 0

42 1

PAKISTAN

Hameed c Sinclair b
(0] r a m
52

Farhat c McCullum b
M a s o n
0

Youhana run
out 42
Inzamam Ibw b
C a i r n s
49

Moin c McCullum b
\4 e t t o r i
43

Misbah c Cumming b
(0] r a m
21

Malik c Walker b
w a 1 m s 1 e

9

Razzagq not
o u t
47

Sami not
o u t
17

Extras: (lb-7, w-2, nb -
3) 12
Total: (For 7 wkts in 48 overs)

292

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-92, 3-95, 4-194, 5-196, 6-223,
7-227

Did not bat: Kaneria, Shabbir

Bowler o M
R w
Mason 9 0
61 1
Walmsley 10 0
64 1
Cairns 6 0

Always Best!

AFP, London

A couple of opportunistic prostitutes
stole thousands of pounds in cash
from a jacket belonging to former
Manchester United and Northern
Ireland star George Best after he took
them back to a plush London hotel, a
British newspaper said Saturday.

Best, 57, was stung on Wednesday,
just 24 hours after he allegedly
smashed up his 31-year-old wife's
Mercedes car after accusing her of
having an affair, The Sun tabloid said.

"A man alleged that 2,000 pounds
(3,500 dollars, 2,900 euros) had been
stolen from his jacket pocket," the
paper quoted a police spokesman as
saying.

The Sun was in no doubt who the
man was. "Best robbed by hookers,"
screamed its front page headline.
Police were still looking for the alleged
culprits, the paper said.

The former European Player of the
Year has been blighted by personal
problems over the pastyear.

He has failed to give up drinking
despite undergoing a liver transplant
and prior to Wednesday's alleged
incident, has been accused of cheat-
ing on his wife on a number of occa-
sions, causing her to throw him out
theirhouse.

Best was one of the stars of the
Manchester United team that won the
European Cup in 1968 and a combi-
nation of talent and good looks made
him Britain's first 'superstar' player.

Gazza's dream
over

REUTERS, London

Former England midfielder Paul
Gascoigne has given up on his dream of
a Premier League comeback with
Wolverhampton Wanderers, the
Midlands clubsays.

"Gazza has decided that he can't cut
itatpremierleaguelevel and hehasgone
away to think about what he wants to
do," Wolves manager Dave Jones told
theclub's official website on Friday.

The 36-year-old former Newcastle
United, Tottenham Hotspur, Lazio,
Rangers, Middlesbrough and Everton
player helped England reach the World
Cup semifinals in 1990 in Italy and the
same stage of Euro 96 at Wembley. He
won57 caps.

Gascoigne, who played in five
reserve games for Wolves, has tried his
hand with a number of clubs in England
and abroad, including Chinese B-league
side Gansu Tianma, since quitting first
division Burnley 16 months ago.

Saviola robbed

REUTERS, Madrid

Barcelona striker Javier Saviola was
the victim of a motorway robbery
while he was making his way to
training, Spanish sports daily Marca
reported on Friday.

The report said that the Argentine
international had to hand over his
possessions after being forced to pull
over on to the hard-shoulder by two
cars while he was driving on a motor-
waynear Barcelona.

The player, who reported the
incident to the police, was unhurt
and went on to train normally with
histeammates.

Euro lines drawn today
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AFBP, Lisbon

Portugal's World Cup-winning Brazil-
ian coach Luis Felipe Scolari has
singled out the Netherlands as the
team to avoid during the European
Championship finals nextsummer.

Scolari, speaking ahead of Sunday's
draw, said that he was hoping to bring
Portugal, who qualify automatically as
hosts, to atleast the semifinals in the 16-
team tournament from June 12 toJuly4,
but believed 1988 titleholders the
Netherlandsarehotstuff.

"In my opinion Holland today are
one of the five top teams in the world,"
said Scolari.

"It won't be easy but Portugal have
on the whole had good results against
theDutchinthepast."

Hopes are high in football-mad
Portugal that Scolari will revive the
nation's fortunes after their surprise
elimination in the firstround of the 2002
World Cup.

He will have a talented group of
players at his disposal, led by 2001 FIFA
World Player of the Year and Real
Madrid midfielder Luis Figo, AC Milan
playmaker Rui Costa and Newcastle's
Hugo Viana.

But the 55-year-old is taking the
pressure off himself by stating that their
aimistobeamongthesemi-finalists.

"Ifwe can all pull together, if we form
the team that I want, we should be
amongthefourfinalists," said Scolari.

Seedings are based on the perfor-
mance of teams in the 2002 World Cup
qualifying competition and the Euro
2004 qualifying phase.

Teams will be split into four pots for
the draw, with hosts Portugal and
reigning European champions France
alongside Sweden and the Czech
Republicin thefirst pot.

But Real Madrid playmaker Zinedine
Zidane believes that two-time winners
France will have a tough time defending
theirtitle.

"It will be very difficult to win again,"
saidZidane.

"The European championships are
becoming more and more difficultand the
qualityofteamsandplayersisimprovingall
thetime.

"We might be favourites along with four
orfiveothernations, with perhaps Portugal
leading that group because they will be
playingathome," addedZidane.

England, meanwhile, have been
named in the second group of seeds along
with European heavyweights Spain,

Italyand three-time winners Germany.
Holland, emphatic winners
against Scotland in the play-offs, are
in pot three as they line up alongside
Croatia, Denmarkand Russia.
The final qualifiers, and tournament
underdogs, complete the list - Bul-
garia, Switzerland, Latvia and Greece.

PotA -- Portugal, France, Sweden and
Czech Republic

Pot B -- Spain, Italy, England and
Germany

Pot C -- Holland, Croatia, Denmark
and Russia

Pot D -- Bulgaria, Latvia, Greece and
Switzerland

Portugal to host finals from June 12 - July 4, 2004

Laurence Saubadu 281103

€uro 2004

PORTUGAL

o4&

?

5 Germ $n g\'bo

Waiting to excel

m Football

REUTERS, London

Chelsea's top-of-the-table premier
league match with champions
Manchester United on Sunday could
go down as the real start to Hernan
Crespo's Stamford Bridge career.

The Argentine striker has
impressed in bursts in the few
matches he has played since joining
the expensively assembled London
side from Inter Milan for 16.8 million
pounds (26.28 million dollars) in
August.

In an interview with Reuters on
Friday, Crespo said that after a fitful
three months trying to settle in
London, twice interrupted with trips
backhome to South America for World
Cup qualifiers, he could at last dedi-
cate himselffully to Chelsea.

"Now I can relax because until
March (Argentina's next qualifier) I
can think only of Chelsea," he said.

He has struggled to show his best
form, having missed the first three
months of the year with a knee liga-
ment injury, followed by holidays, the

pre-season with Inter and then the
change of club.

Butheadded: "In six matches (with
Chelsea), and not all from the start,
I've scored five goals. I can't complain
and I'mstillnotat 100 per cent."

HERNAN CRESPO

Suddenly finding his top form for
Sunday may be a tall order, but Crespo
said he would be helped by the relaxed
atmosphere in the English game
compared to Serie A.

"People (here) live it the way it
should be experienced, as a spectacle,
two teams giving their all, without

thingslike: 'No, they're holding back, a
draw suits them, they've come to an
agreement.'

"It's seen as a sport, something
nice to watch, a pastime, and that's
brilliant."

"In Italy, if you're not 100 per cent,
youwon'tmake adifference," he said.

"Now I'll get into proper physical
shape...on a par with the rest (of the
players)."

Chelsea's attitude had helped
enormously, he added, because
manager Claudio Ranieri had not
demanded thathe and Argentina team
mate Juan Sebastian Veron return
immediately from international duty.

Veron will not be with Crespo
against his former club. He has a
nagging back problem that flared up
again while with Argentinalast week.

Crespo, who like Veron missed last
weekend's 1-0 win at Southampton
that kept Chelsea one point behind
leaders Arsenal and one above third-
placed United, said Sunday's match
wasaplayer's dream.

"I think it's one of those matches
that you've got to play, that you love
playing forwhat they mean," he said.

It's one off
WC final

REUTERS, Melbourne

A proposal to stage a best-of-three
final series at the 2007 World Cup in
the West Indies has been rejected, the
International Cricket Council (ICC)
announced on Friday.

ICC chief executive Malcolm
Speed told a news conference that the
idea had been discussed but it was
decided to stick with a single winner-
takes-allmatch.

"There were some who supported
(a best-of-three final), including me,
but the sense in the end was that the
cricket World Cup is about one match,
sudden-death, best team on the day
wins the World Cup," Speed said.

Speed confirmed that organisers
had agreed to use a new, expanded
format in 2007 with the 16 teams split
into four equal pools.

The top two from each pool would
proceed to a Super Eight phase from
which the top four would advance to
the sudden-death semi-finals.

This is a departure from the format
used at this year's World Cup in South
Africa when 14 teams were divided
into two pools of seven with the top
three from each pool going to the next
stage.

"It gives us the best opportunity for
the best four teams to come through to
the semi-final stage. That's a major
feature of this format that didn't exist in
South Africa," said Speed.

He added that each of the four pools
would be staged in different islands of
the West Indies to reduce the amount of
travellingin theregion.

Speed said the United States was
also being considered to host a pool but
the ICC would make an announcement
onthevenuesnextyear.

Davis Cup

Australia take t

IO Tennis

Australia seized control of the Davis Cup
final against Spain on Saturday with a
crushingvictory in the doubles rubber.

Wayne Arthurs and Todd
Woodbridge gave a near-perfect dem-
onstration to beat Alex Corretja and
Feliciano Lopez 6-3, 6-1, 6-3 and pro-
vide Australia with a 2-1 lead heading
into Sunday's concluding reverse
singles.

The result left Australia tantalisingly
close to claiming the Davis Cup for the
28thtime.

There have been only six occasions
since the Davis Cup was first contested
in 1900 that a team has lost after leading
2-1.

"It's a great position to be in but
there is stilla mood of reservation, there
is definitely no celebration in our locker
room tonight," Australia's non-playing
captainJohn Fitzgerald said.

"There is a long way to go, there
really is. These players are too good to
takelightly."

The Spanish, who won the Davis Cup
for the first time two years ago by beat-
ingAustralia on Barcelonared clay, have
not given up hope of winning yet but
know they face a difficult task.

"We always felt from the start that
today was going to be the hardest day for
us and that was proven,” Spanish
captainJordiArrese said.

"We just have to have faith and trust
in our players that we canimprove."

Spain defied their poor record on

grass to split Friday's opening singles
butstilllook to have their work cut out to
win both matches on Sunday.

French Open champion Juan Carlos
Ferrero needs to beat Wimbledon
runner-up Mark Philippoussis in the
first rubber of the day to keep the tie
alive.

Ifhe does, the title will come down to
the final match between Carlos Moya
and Lleyton Hewitt, last year's
Wimbledon champion.

Hewitt staged a mighty comeback to
beat Ferrero in five sets on Friday before
Moya levelled the tie by upsetting a
nervous Philippoussis.

Fitzgerald said he expected
Philippoussis to bounce back from his
loss to Moyawhen he confronts Ferrero.

"You'll see a different player out
there on Sunday, " Fitzgerald said.

"I promise you, this guy tries his
heart out every time he goes onto the
court."

Woodbridge and Arthurs were never
seriously challenged by their Spanish
opponents as they cruised to victory in
aboutanhourand ahalf.

The Australian pair hardly raised a
sweat on a hot and a sunny day at
Melbourne Park's Rod Laver Arena with
a dazzling display of shots and doubles
play.

Already one of the greatest doubles
players of all time with eight Wimbledon
championships, Woodbridge was in
magnificent touch, tormenting the
Spanish with his accurate ground
strokes and cleverly disguised lobs.

It was already a special occasion for
Woodbridge who was playing his 29th
Davis Cup tie, beating the previous

he lead

Australian record of 28 held by Adrian
Quist, and his performance made it one
to cherish.

He and Arthurs were also able to
erase the bitter disappointment from
the 2001 Davis Cup final, which theylost
athome to France.

Fitzgerald gambled and lost when he
dumped his proven combination for
Hewitt and Patrick Rafter on the morn-
ing of the doubles match.

The plan backfired in spectacular
fashion as France went on to win the
title and Fitzgerald has stuck to doubles
specialists ever since.

"Todd has mastered the art of
doubles," Fitzgerald said.

Payroll okayed

FROM PAGE 13

Board. It will help the players mentally,
because the previous format was creat-
ing discriminations among the players.
Although every player puts in his hun-
dred per cent, some of them were being
deprived."

He also thanked the Board for the
introduction of group insurance. "It will
come to very good use to the ones who
areinjured.”

Rights row

FROM PAGE 13
a flood of calls to the PCB's offices by
angry fans.

Last year, PCB sold Pakistan televi-
sion rights for a five-year period to a
Dubai-based channel, Taj Sports
Network, for 43 million dollars.
However the New Zealand series was
notincludedin the deal.
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