The Baily Star

g

CULTURE

DHAKA MONDAY NOVEMBER 17,2003

=l
‘/’\‘

RECOMMENDATIONS

Art and Sculpture
Show

November 14-23

A 10-day-long art and sculpture
exhibition of six contemporary
artists, titled Appointment, is going
on at the Shilpangan Gallery. The

show is open for all from 10 am to 9
pmeveryday.

Art Exhibition

November 07-17

The 4th art exhibition by Charu
Pancham is being held at Alliance
Franciase. The display will be open
forall from 5pmto 8 pm.

Exhibition

November 18-December 15
Aphotography exhibition titled 'Man
Without Qualities' by Matthias
Wanhner in the exhibition hall of the
Goethe Institut will be inaugurated
on November 18 at6:00 pm.

Drama Lane
Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show at7:00 pm
Morning show at11:00am)

Group Plays Date
Prachyanat ~ Gondar 17
Theatre Balad 18
(Arambag)

Muktamancha Shurjomukho 19
Theatre

Theatre Meraj 20
(Baily Road)  Fakirer Ma
Natyadal Bakkal 21
(Morning)
Drishyapot ~ Narak Guljar 21
(Evening)
Abayab Karnakatha 22
Natyadal
Bangali Manabra 23
Natyasham-  Bhul Korchhen
proday
Theatre Dwip  Tandar 24
Granthik Natya  Girgiti 25
Goshthi

Shushama Natya Gunodhar 26
Shamproday

French-German

Film Festival

Goethe Institut and Alliance Francaise
are holding a joint French-German film
festival from November 16 in celebration
of the 40th anniversary of the signing of
the French-German Treaty of
Friendship. The festival endeavours to
project the spirit of this treaty, namely a
lasting friendship and closeness
between the two cultural nations. The
schedules are as follows:

The Princess Alliance Nov. 16 at 7pm

and the Francaise(AF)

Warrior Goethe Nov. 20 at 3 pm
Institut (GI)

Black Box Gl Nov. 18at3 pm

Germany Nov. 20at7 pm

The State AF Nov. 16at10:30am

1AmIn Gl Nov.18at7pm

Crazy AF Nov.17at10:10am
Gl Nov.19at7 pm

Tosca Gl Nov.17at7 pm
AF Nov.19at10:30am

Jeanneand AF
the Perfect Gl

Nov. 16 at 7pm
Nov. 18 at 3 pm

Pen portrait

Liakat Ali Lucky:

A dynamic threatre personality of our time

ERSHAD KAMOL

N theatre along with the artistes, the involvement of

directors, playwrights, designers, backstage workers

and theatre activists are all important for its smooth
functioning. The common people in our country seldom
know about these people who are working hard to patron-
ize theatre by their dynamic leadership. More than an
artiste, Liakat Ali Luckyis one such theatreleader.

Many things depend on a leader to give an organization
the perfect direction. If the organization is not led well, it
cannot run properly. Liakat Ali Lucky is one of those men-
tors who have given Bangladesh Group Theatre Federa-
tion (BGTF) proper leadership during the time of hardship
to enable the theatrical group to practice regularly.. It is for
the third time that he has been elected as the general
secretary of BGTF. He has been contributing not only at the

local but also at international level. He is the vice president
of the Asian Regional Committee of International Amateur
Theatre Association (IATA) as well as the president of the

Bangladesh branch of IATA.

Besides being an organizer, he is an actor, director,
playwright, singer, music composer ,and above all, heis a

favourite personality for all the theatre workers. He is
always in a jovial mood: that is why his company is so

enjoyable.

Liakat had a long cherished desire to be a theatre
worker. When he was a student of the Department of
English, DU, he started his cultural activities at a full swing
in every sector, asasinger, actor, playwright, directorand
an organizer. He was the cultural secretary of DUCSU.
Later, he with some of his friends established a theatrical

group named Loko Natya Dal.

To create a cultural atmosphere in the country he is
working with children.. He is the president of People's
Theatre Association, an association of theatres where all
are child performers. This association is arranging work-
shops and festivals regularly all over the country.

Liakat Ali Lucky is totally dedicated to our cultural
heritage. Atthe same time he thinks that a cultural activist
should be well aware about the global flow. That is why he
thinks that exchange of views is very important for the
progress of culture. He has participated in many interna-
tional workshops held in Paris and London under world
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Liakat Ali Lucky

famous drama personalities like Peter Brook. He has
performed with his group in various countries like
England, Germany, Japan, South Korea etc. and has
taken part in many international theatre related
seminars and symposiums held in U.S.A., Canada,

Sweden and Germany. Moreover, he was the team

leader on numerous occasions to represent Bangla-
desh in many countries.

Due to his ability of deal;ing with humour, the
television play directors like Mamunur Rashid and
Abdullah Al Mamun cast him in different types of
typical characters. His favourite drama personali-
ties are Mamunur Rashid, Abdullah Al Mamun and
Mannan Hira. He has performed in 56 plays, has
directed 50 plays and has written 8 plays. Of them, Konjus,
a play directed by him ,is the most popular one, which has
passed 100-show mark a few years ago.

Eid thoughts!

ELITA KARIM
Mahin Khan

' HEN I was a little
girl',says Mahin Khan
'we used to have a gala

time on Eid. Family and friends would
gather to put mehendi on the night
before. Back then, we didn't have
mehendi tubes like today. We would
pluck the leaves from our henna tree.
On Eid day, we would go to our grand-
mother's and have loads of fun. Nowa-
days, the whole concept has changed.
Today making shemai and kebabs for
friends and relatives is not a big deal.

You canjust drive up to a store and buy
them. But back then, lots of prepara-
tions would be made for days at a
stretch, planning out the food menu
and everything else thatwentwith it.'

'This year,'Mahin says , ' Eid will be
very simple as usual. I was very busy
with my new collection throughout the
month, so I would definitely enjoy
some time with my family. We'll try to
spend some quality time together,
maybe cook at home and have dinner.
This will also be the best time to re-
unite with old friends.'

She adds, 'T am looking forward to
the new Eid collection that I have
worked on. I have worked with hard
fabrics, with a different style and
colour. Of course the look is quite
traditional, but the layout is more
trendy, where I have also used elec-
tric colours in yellow, blue and lots
of turquoise. As for me, I'll be wear-
ing a simple cotton shelwar kameez
this Eid.'

Shakila Zafar

'This Eid , a few of my songs are going
to be telecast on BTV, ntvand ATN. I
was going to do another show for

recently while playing and he was in
plaster these days. I am really worried
about my son, I hope he gets strong
enoughto enjoyEid 'says Shakila Zafar.

'Tam specially happy this year, since
my husband is coming to celebrate Eid
with us. He works in Dubai and comes
just a few times a year to be with us. Eid
is definitely going to be wonderful.
Well, Thaven't got much of a plan drawn
outfortheoccation.'

'TthinkIam almost done with my Eid
shopping. I have bought gifts for my
family and friends.. I got quite a lot of
gifts myself! I usually shop well in
time before Eid.'

Aspiring amateurs handling superb slapsticks

Dhaka Stage actors of 4 plays, recently held at the
American International School, speak about themselves

FAyzA HAQ

some of the Dhaka Stage cast in

their Green room, as they pre-
sented their four comedies at the
American International School re-
cently. Although amateurs they han-
dled their lines and moves with suavity
and dexterity, speaking their lines that
contained subtle humour as well as
doggerel. The sound and lighting were
adequate while the stage props were
suitable and apt.

Sheila Stewart, who was part of the
background in "Julius and Cleopatra"
got introduced to the Dhaka Stage
through an ad for audition. She has
been in Dhaka for 18 months, working
for the British High Commission now
as a governance advisor; she has been
here an earlier occasion too. Asked
what she thought of the plays and what
made her take to the stage, Stewart
said, "All the four plays are about
amateur dramatics done by humdrum
people and it's a lot of fun dealing with
the sharp dialogue. We had practiced
for about an hour and a half for ten
weeks; the plays took up a lot of our

I T was something fresh talking to

"They had a good sense of comic
timing and comic irony, particularly in
'Julius and Cleopatra' specially the
queen's love interest, Aperient. Asked
how closely the plays followed the
original plays or novels as in the close
of "Jand C" and "Moby Dick" on which
the works were based, she said, "They
were not very close: you would recog-
nise the basic plots but essentially the
play were humorous; in 'Moby Dick'
e.g. the whale split into half which was
the comedy of the moment while in 'J
and C' Cleopatra does die as she did in
history butitisa puppet snake that was
used and the moment was comic.
Giving her impression of Bangladesh,
Stewart said, "I really like working here
and I think that this is a country with
enormous potential and energy."

Lynn Sim, a Canadian, who played
the part of a prompt in "Streuth" and
was the stage manager in "Stallag 69"
and also played the role of one of
Cleopatra's assistants for "J and C".
Sim said that she had done plays
throughout her life. She had done a
number of acting courses and was in
Dhaka Stage's earlier production
"HMS Pinafore". She had been the

Streuth
evenings but the rehearsals were not
forsolong.It'sanice way to meet other
people and have a bit of fun. It did take
us away from our families but I think
everybody negotiated that with their
families "

Asked if she had taken part in plays
before, Stewart said, "I did some plays
while at school." Talking about how
she got along with the group, she said,
"Everyone got along very well back-
stage." Assessing the performance of
the main characters, she commented,

mother in the musicales "Irene" and
"Guys and Dolls" in her youth. She said
that she had gone to see Dhaka Stage's
"Twelfth Night" and got inspired to
join the group. About the stage she
said, "It's a lot of time and a big com-
mitment." She teaches at the American
International School and will be
volunteering at The School of Hope;
her husband works for a CIDA funded
project.

Paul Ackroyd, who has directed a
couple of productions such as

"Twelfth Night" and "Time of My Life",
a comedy by Allen Ayckbourne. He
heads the DFID, a British Government
aid programme. He said he had been
acting for a long time, beginning with
school, and had done a lot of stage
work over the last 15 years in various
places. In UK alone he belonged to
three drama clubs in South London,
viz, Beckanham Amateur Drama
Society, Bromley Little Theatre and the
Beckanham Theatre Centre. He played
the part of the vicar who had coordi-
nated the evening as a fund rasing
event for his church. Talking about his
role, Ackroyd said, "Fortunately this
part, since it linked the other plays, I
didn't have to act very much with the
other people: I've been able to work on
this myself. Asked how he felt about
this play vis-a-vis the other plays he
had done in Dhaka, Ackroyd said,
"They were all different. From these
ones the audience had a lot of laughs
with the slapstick and subtle humour.
'Twelfth Night' had been more dra-
matic." He has worked in Dhaka for
over three years and said, "In Bangla-
desh there are many interesting devel-
opment work going; there's a wide
range of people to work with, the NGOs
the government departments."

Mike Hughes, who played anumber
of leading parts in the recent Dhaka
Stage venture said, "I've done about
seven plays in Bangladesh, and some
in England before. I've taken part
mostly in comedies as I think they're
probably easier to do than tragedies.
It's hard to say how my roles compare
with the ones in other plays as they
were all different. 'Twelfth Night', for
instance, wasnota 'ha-ha' comedylike
Dhaka Stage's latest venture; these
four plays are farces. I was the inspec-
tor in 'Streuth', Squadron Leader
Crawford in 'Stallag 69' and was
Aperiant in 'Tulius and Cleopatra'. It
took up a fair amount of time to do the
rehearsals: I enjoyed most of it: I hate
make-up and learning the lines though
you have to do it. However, I've en-
joyed always throwing of my voice
and appearing on stage: most of it
comes to me naturally." Hughes added
that he was in Bangladesh for five
years, trying to sort out the Roads and
Highways Department, as the Human
Resources Specialist for the IDCV
project, funded by DFID.

Jocelyn Popinchalk, who played the
maid in "Streuth", Cleopatra in "Julius
and Cleopatra" and a serving wench in

Paul Ackroyd who introduced the four
plays

"Moby Dick". Asked to comment on
her role in "J and C", Popinchalk said,
"It's a fun role; Cleopatra, the queen,
was very regal; it was a fun 'Shake-
spearean’ type role to play. She added,
"I've done some amateur dramatics at
Tanzania, in plays called 'Equus' and
'Caucasian Chalk Circle', and once
before with Dhaka Stage, i.e, 'Twelfth
Night.'"" She said that amateur dra-
matic circles are fun in most places as it
means working with "lot's of different
people: it's hard work but everybody
has a good time." She teaches Geogra-
phy at the American International
School.

Julian Francis, the last of the cast to
be spoken with, asked what brought
him to the Dhaka Stage, said, "It makes
a bit of a change from the stressful
work life, working almost 7-days-a-
week with a project called 'Adarshe
Gram'; it helps me make new friends."
Talking about the parts that he had
played Francis said that he had acted
in "Julius and Cleopatra" as one of the
four plotters who killed Caesar and
that he also took part in "Moby Dick",
where he had "a bit of nautical singing
in seamen's bawdy songs." Asked if he
had had any experience before on
stage, Francis said, "Only in school
acting and amateur dramatics as well
as having taken part in some block-
buster movies as an extra, such as
'Gandhi' and 'Jewel in the Crown' ."
Giving his general impression of the
plays, he added, "They were very
enjoyable: it was sometimes difficult to
get the timing right, which is crucial in
comedy."

Speaking to the members of the
cast was refreshing, although at times
one had to force one's attention on
them as they were preoccupied with
their parts and at moments seemed
somewhat shy of talking to this mem-
berofthe press.

Eid special

Open Air Concert:

Mete Uthi Ullashey

An open air concert, produced by
Pervez Chowdhury, will be telecast
on Eid day at 9.00 am on ntv. The
performing bands and singers are
Nagar Baul, Souls, Dalchhut,
Bangla, Strangers, Sub conscious,
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Haimanti Shukla's
Gaaner Ashor

Celebrated singer of the sub conti-
nent Haimanti Shukla will perform
her popular numbers on the fourth
day of Eid at 7:00pm on ntv, in a
programme produced by Pervez
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