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Activitists place
plan to get rid of

environment ills

CI1TY CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon (Bapa) has
recently announced 113 recommendations
from the Bangladesh Environment Confer-
ence 2002 for protecting the environment of
the country from further degradation. Apart
from international and regional difficulties,
the Dhaka declaration also touched upon
issues that required action at national, com-
munity and individual levels.

Among its general issues, Bapa
emphasised that the national budget should
reflect the goal of environmental protection.
If necessary, Green Tax may be imposed on
polluting consumption and production
activities.

Teachers, religious leaders and grass-root
social leaders have made important compo-
nents in the national effort to save the envi-
ronment. Bapa feels that the government
should provide more resources for research
on environmental issues.

The recommendations have called upon
the government to improve the quality of
governance so that policies and projects
related to environment are also better imple-

mented.

On under ground water contamination
and arsenic poisoning, Bapa observed that
progress made in the past in confronting the
arsenic challenges have been insignificant.

It was recommended that the donors'
money should be utilised for meaningful, low
cost and indigenous solution of the arsenic
problem.Regarding protection of rivers and
other water bodies, the government should
adopt ecology and environment friendly
Open Approach. Also, the campaign to free
rivers and water bodies from encroachment
should spread all over the country.

Bapa noted that the Export Processing
Zones set up across the country are seriously
apathetic to the problems of surface water
pollution. It recommended that steps should
be taken to prevent industrial effluents from
polluting water of the surrounding surface
water bodies.

Sulphuric emissions from diesel-run
vehicles are a major source of air pollution.
There are proposals for a mass transporta-
tion system like rail-transit, ring road, circu-
lar waterway for etc. in Dhaka for reduction
oftraffic congestion.

Bapa felt that certain types of poly-
thene/plastic bags should be banned which
would ultimately lead to the rejection of all
types of plastic bags. It also recommended
that community involvement in primary
collection of waste should be encouraged
and municipalities should be given incen-
tives for proper waste collection, recovery
andreuse.

Bapa stressed on the need to have an
integrated system for safe separate disposal
of medical waste, as it is fast becoming a
major threat to environment and public
health in Bangladesh.

Protection of natural resources and use of
renewable energy is another concern of
Bapa. Forming of a Renewable Energy Policy
for promoting the use of renewable energy
sources was recommended.

Management of Dhaka city and other
urban areas also came under focus. The
declaration said that the Dhaka Metropoli-
tan Development Plan (DMDP) should be
implemented properly reviewed and regu-
larly updated.

Defying the directives

Construction of CNG stations on lowland continues
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Constructors continue land-filling for CNG station 'by night' ignoring directives
from a JS body and Prime Minister's Office.

SOHEL ISLAM

The construction of two CNG filling stations
on the lowland west of Tongi Diversion Road
continues despite an order from a parliamen-
tary sub-committee for an end to further work.

A September 28 meeting at the Prime
Minister's Office also ordered suspension of
the gas-station construction, but the directive
wentignored.

. "During daytime it looks deserted, but

trucks laden with sands come at night," Dulal,
anear-byresidentsaid.

The order by the sub-committee of the
Jatiya Sangsad Public Accounts Committee
came after a complaint from Rajuk that
blamed Bangladesh Railway (BR) for allowing
Khondoker and Navana filling stations on the
lowland.

Rajuk complained that the CNG stations
were being built in violation of environmental
and town planningacts.

The lowland is the outlet through which
waste and rainwater from Dhanmondi,
Kalabagan, Shahbagh, Moghbazar and
Karwan Bazar stream into Begunbari and
Hatirjheel.

Rajuk in a letter to the BR on November 20
expressed concern over its noncompliance
with the Town Planning Act 1953, Building
Construction Act 1952 and the wetland pro-
tection act 2000 in approving the CNG sta-
tions.

The letter mentioned that Rajuk's inte-
grated plan does not allow the filling-up of
lowlands around Tongi Diversion Road near
Hatirjheel.

Despite repeated attempts, the BR direc-
tor-general could not be reached for com-
ments.

"Although the owner of the lowland is
Bangladesh Railway, the communications
ministry took the decision to allocate the land.
We have nothing to do with that," a senior BR
official said, requesting anonymity.

"We informed the ministry about the sub-
committee's decision a few days back," the BR
official said.

But State Minister for Communications
Salauddin Ahmed told Star City that he was in
the dark about the parliamentary sub-
committee's order.

"If the construction of the CNG stations
cannot be stopped, it will have an adverse
impact on the surrounding areas," a Rajuk
official said.

SYED ZAKIR HOSSAIN

Traffic jams have increased since Ramadan began, but the situation has worsened in the last few days. The government
took several steps to streamline traffic during the month of Ramadan, but these have fallen flat. Yesterday afternoon
gridlocked traffic on Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue keeps commuters from reaching home in time for iftar, forcing them to

break fast on the way.

Freeing Dhanmondi from
waste dumping spots

House owners will have to ensure that both
containers are covered. The vans will take these
containers to dumping spots. DCC's trucks will
collect them at set times.

CITY CORRESPONDENT

Dirt and household waste littered
along some of the roads in
Dhanmondi makes the air intense
with bad odour. Waste pickers
popularly known as fokais, stray
animals and crows aggravate the
problem digging into the waste.
Dhanmondi Paribesh Unnayan
Jote (DPUJ) and Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolon with the help of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) are
planning to streamline household
waste disposal management in

the area.

"We would like to reduce the
number of waste dumping spots
in Dhanmondi. This will help us
to control waste dumping effi-
ciently," said General Secretary of
Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
(Bapa) Abu Naser Khan.

Rickshaw vans now collect
waste from houses and transfer it
to some dumping spots. "Waste is
collected from all around; recycla-
ble and non-recyclable together.
As the vans transport the waste it
contaminates the environment,"

Khan said.

"We hope to introduce two
containers for each house. One for
recyclable and the other for non-
recyclable."

House owners will have to
ensure that both containers are
covered. The vans will take these
containers to dumping spots.
DCC's trucks will collect them at
set times.

"Waste Concern, an NGO has
pledged that they will take care of
the degradable wastes," added
Khan.

In 1995, Waste Concern came
up with an idea to convert the
organic part of waste into com-
post, which is ultimately used to
produce environment-friendly
fertiliser.

"We are thinking of setting up a
permanent dumping ground for
Dhanmondi's waste at
Rayerbazar. The DCC's trucks can
then transport the waste from
here. If this plan is implemented
Dhanmondi can entirely be free of
waste dumping spots," Khan said.

"We have welcomed the DPUJ's
initiative and are waiting for it to
be implemented. Once done, the
waste will not be left on the streets.
Our trucks will have a set timetable
and collect the waste accordingly,"
said DCC's Chief Conservancy
Officer Sohel Farugqi.

Khan hinted that the proposed
waste disposal system is likely to
kick off by January.
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