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RU football

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Political Science and History moved
into the final of the Rajshahi
University (RU) inter-department
football tournament beating their
respective rivals at the varsity ground
on Sunday.

Political Science outplayed
Physiology 3-0.

Shimul netted two goals and Salim
scored one for the winners.

In the day's other match History
blanked Botany 2-0. Masum and
Shaheed scored one goal each.

Thefinal willheld on November 13.

Biman fly into
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sentinto bat.

Raihan Ferdous made team high-
est 45 runs off 84 balls while Jamal
Faisal Ujjal added 33 off 42 balls.

Ashraful's leg-spinners fetched
him three wickets for 22 runs in 6 overs
while fellow spinner Mosaddeq
Hossain Rubel took two for 35 runs in
10overs.

Biman earlier won their first match
against Dhaka.

In the other match, Nilphamari
also earned their second successive
win beating Kushtia by seven wickets
in a low scoring match at the
Mymensingh Stadium.

With the outcome, Nilphamari
kept their hopes alive for a place in the
last four.

Opting to bat first, Kushtia scored
75 runs for nine wickets in allotted 50
overs with only two batsmen, Nishan
(25) and Shaon (24), reaching double
figures.

Nadim Sheikh claimed three
wickets for 21 runs in 8 overs while
Rihan Mallik took two for 5 runs in 6
overs.

In reply, Nilphamari reached the
target of 76 runs losing three wickets
inonlynine overs.

Bablu hammered a quickfire 27 off
23 balls while Mukter Siddigi made 25
off 17 balls.

Ahmed Kabir bagged two wickets
for 10runsin2 overs.

SCORESIN BRIEF
BimanvBogra

Venue: Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium
BOGRA: 171 runs for all out in 50 overs
(Ujjal 33, Raihan 45, Rubel 2-35,
Ashraful 3-22)

BIMAN: 177 for three wickets in 44.3
overs (Ashraful 37, Javed 67, Sanwar
34 n.o, Jahangir 25 n.o, Rumel 1-29,
Raihan1-24)

Result: Biman won by seven wickets.
NilphamarivKushtia

Venue: Mymensingh

Kushtia: 75 for 9 in 50 overs (Nishan
25, Shaon 24, Nadeem 3-21, Raihan 2-
5)

NILPHAMARI: 76 for 3 in 9 overs
(Bablu 27 n.o., Mukter 25, Kabir 2-10)
Result: Nilphamari won by seven
wickets.

India closer

FROM PAGE 13

The BCClis waiting for the players'
response to the contracts, and if no
further objections are raised, they will
be implemented immediately. The
selectors, the coach and an official
nominated by the BCCI will select 20
players who will get central contracts.

Those players will be placed in
three grades: A, B and C. Grade A
players will get an annual retainer of
60 lakh rupees (approximately
132,500 dollars), Grade B players will
get30lakh rupees (66,250 dollars) and
Grade C players will receive 15 lakh
rupees (33,125 dollars).

Match fees will be paid in addition
to these graded contracts, ensuring
that most contracted players will
make more money under the new
system than they do presently.

Players who do not have central
contracts but are picked to play for
India, thus, will get paid pretty much
astheydonow.

Saurav finds schedule fine

IW' Cricket

AFP, Bangalore

India's cricket captain Saurav Ganguly
on Monday defended the scheduling of
the ongoing TVS Cup limited-overs
series, saying day-night matches had
their own disadvantages.

"As far as India is concerned we are
happy with the way the tournament is
being scheduled," Ganguly told report-
ers.

"In Australia we have played back-
to-back games. India is a vast country
and there is obviously a lot of travelling
involved."

New Zealand captain Stephen
Fleming last week lashed out at the
scheduling of the series, saying it
favoured the hosts.

The tourists were critical that all
matches between Australia and New
Zealand had early morning starts,
where seaming conditions favour the
team bowling first, while India play only
day-nightgames.

Ganguly said it was for the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and
the International Cricket Council (ICC)

SAURAV GANGULY

to decide on the touring schedule and
the time of play.

"Even in day-night matches there
are advantages and disadvantages,"
said the Indian captain who will play
against Australia here on Wednesday
afterrecovering froma thigh injury.

"In Cuttack where we lost to New
Zealand, the ball was wet and it was
difficult to bowl with awet bowl towards
theend."

Australian captain Ricky Ponting,
whose world champion side is assured
of playing the November 18 day-night
final at Calcutta after four wins in five
games, agreed the early starts made it
difficult for batsmen before the wickets
dried out.

Ganguly said he was looking forward
to playing the remaining two league
matches on Wednesday and against
New Zealand at Hyderabad on
Saturday.

"T have fully recovered and am fit to
play. I cannot guarantee a good perfor-
mance, butIwill try my best.

"That New Zealand game at
Hyderabad is like a semifinal, we have to
win," Ganguly said, adding that vice-
captain Rahul Dravid will continue to
keep wickets.

"Dravid has done a good job keeping
wickets for the last one-and-half years.
It gives us depth in batting and bowl-

"

ing.

Woodbridge

on course
AFP, Houston

Australia's Todd Woodbridge continued
his bid for an ATP-record 79th career
doubles title here Sunday at the ATP
Masters Cup when he and Sweden's
Jonas Bjorkman beat Czechs Martin
Dammand Cyril Suk.

Bouncing back from an opening-day
loss in the season-ending showdown of
the year's eight top duos, third seeds
Woodbridge and Bjorkman beat the
seventh seeds 6-3, 6-3 to level their
round-robin record to 1-1 in Red Group
play.

Top seeds Bob and Mike Bryan, the
American twins trying to become the
first brothers to finish as year-end world
number one, beat the French duo of
Michel Llorda and Fabrice Santoro 6-4,
5-7,6-4inthe other Red Group match.

The Bryans rose to 2-0 while the
Frenchmen, who beat Woodbridge and
Bjorkman on Saturday to gain a tie-
breakeredge, fellto 1-1.

Tuesday's final group matches will
send Woodbridge and Bjorkman against
the Bryans and the French and Czech
duos against each other.

'We need to go back
to drawing board'

% Cricket

REUTERS, Harare

West Indies match-saver Ridley Jacobs
said the team would have to go back to
square one after escaping with an
unlikely draw in the first Test against
Zimbabwe on Saturday.

"Everybody at home probably
thought we would play much better
than we did, but we have an opportunity
now to play another Test match and to
performbetter," Jacobs said.

"We need to go back to the drawing
board torevisit everything we need to do
towinaTestmatch."

Outplayed throughout by a team
who had lost their last 11 Tests in a row
the second worst run in history West
Indies were set 373 to win only to end on
207 fornine.

Jacobs scored an unbeaten half-
century but had to survive almost 12
overs with last man Fidel Edwards.

"That was the toughest time," Jacobs
said. "When you look on the scoreboard

andyou see there are more than 11 overs
to go and you're batting with the last
man, youstart gettingworried.
"But I told him to play straight and
stay strong, and we got the job done."
Jacobs said he had particularly
impressed by a fierce spell from Andy

Blignaut.
"It's been a long time since I faced

that kind of pace," Jacobs said. "I was
just telling myself to hold on, take the

blowsandbatitout."
Zimbabwe have never beaten West

IndiesinaTest.
The match was bittersweet for left-

arm spinner Ray Price, who became the
third Zimbabwean after leg-spinners
Paul Strang and Adam Huckle to take 10

wicketsina Test match.
Price, who returned six for 73 and

four for 89, said: "I would have given all

10 ofthose wickets to get thatlast one.
"Our goal is to get up from the

bottom. We've had enough of being in
the same category as Bangladesh, we've

had enough of being called minnows."
"We hate to lose, and we don't like

drawing you should see our guys play
tiddlywinks."

Champagne Chelsea
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Lazio, scored his first Premiership goal
to open the scoring after 25 minutes,
cushioning Wayne Bridge's left-wing
cross on his chest and drilling an
angled shotinto the net.

Chelsea doubled their lead when
Dulff drilled a low shot that looked to
be going wide before Crespo directed
the ball into the net. The Blues went
into the break 3-0 up from a penalty
awarded when Andy O'Brien pulled
back Mutu and was sent off. Lampard
netted from the spot.

A mishit second-half kick from
Shay Given fell straight to Duff who
ghosted past his marker and whipped
in alow shot before Eidur Gudjohnsen
met Bridge's cross with a thumping
header to complete a sublime Chelsea
performance.

Liverpool goalkeeper Jerzy Dudek
suffered a recurrence of his United
curse as Ryan Giggs scored twice to fire
United to victory.

The Poland international keeper
was at fault on both goals - just as he
had been when Diego Forlan scored
twice in the corresponding fixture last

year.

Harry Kewell pulled a goal back
with 15 minutes left and Emile Heskey
completely miskicked when pre-
sented with a golden chance at the
death.

United boss Alex Ferguson said:
"Liverpool played with a convcition
we didn't match in the first half. They
had a good start which put us on the
backfoot.

"We were more like ourselves in the
second halfand at 2-0 up we started to
play well but it was a nail-biting fin-
ish."

Gerard Houllier's side are now 13
points off the pace and have little
chance ofre-entering the title race.

Leicester moved out of the relega-
tion places after overcoming a lethar-
gic Manchester City 3-0.

Jordan Stewart rifled a 20-yard-
drive past City goalkeeper Kevin
Ellegaard, who was making his debut
for the club after David Seaman failed
afitness test and killed the game with a
Paul Dickov penalty and a 58th minute
header from Marcus Bent.
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BD-ENG SCOREBOARD
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Marcus Trescothick b Mushfiqur Rahman 9

Vikram Solankilbwb Tapash Baisya
Michael Vaughan not out

Paul Collingwood b Tapash Baisya
Andrew Flintoff not out

Extras: (b-4,1b-2, w-2,nb-2)

Total: (For 3wicketsin27.4 overs)

18 2 0

0o 9 0 0

37 69 4 1

11 25 2 0

70 47 9 4
10
137

Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Solanki), 2-19 (Trescothick), 3-37 (Collingwood)
Did not bat: Rikki Clarke, Ian Blackwell, Chris Read, Ashley Giles, Richard

Johnson, James Anderson
Bowler

Tapash Baisya
Mushfiqur Rahman
Mohammad Rafique
Khaled Mahmud
ManjarulIslam

O M R W

7 0 35 2
10 4 28 1
5 0 39 0
34 0 22 0
2 0 7 0

Result: England won by 7 wickets and take winning 2-0 lead in the 3-

match series.

Man-of-the-match: Andrew Flintoff.

Toss: Bangladesh.

Umpires: Mohammad Akhtaruddin (Bangladesh) and Aleem Dar (Paki-

stan).

SERIES SALAD
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coin paying Taka one lakh to the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) at
the start of the England tour.

Shaikh Siraj, the director news of
Channel-i, carried the coin into the
middle before the toss and handed it
over to match referee Wasim Raja.
Bangladesh captain Khaled Mahmud
was lucky to call the coin correctly,
however it brought no luck for his side
atthe end of the day.

Siraj will definitely keep the coinin
a special place, but it would have
given him more pleasure had the gold
coin done the trick.

Earlier, Aziz Al-Mahmud, the vice-
chairman of Partex Group, sponsored
the first gold coin that was used in the
first Test. Partex purchased it for Taka
one lakh five thousand. That also did
not change the fortune of Bangladesh.

Now it's time for CityCell, who
bought the third coin, which would be
tossed in the third and final one-day
at the same venue on Wednesday, to
seeif the Tigers can do better than just
winning the toss.

PCB prop up
FROM PAGE 13

India severed sporting links with
Pakistan after blaming Pakistani-based
Islamic rebels for an attack on their
parliamentin December2001.

No Indian team has toured Pakistan
for a full Test series since a 1989-1990
tour. Pakistan's last trip to India was in
1999-2000.

An Indian Under-19 team won a
four-nation event in Pakistan last
week.

Meanwhile, India captain Saurav
Ganguly is looking forward to the
resumption of cricket ties with
Pakistan.

Ganguly said: "I am quite looking
forward to it, it's going to be a big
occasion.”

His teammate Sachin Tendulkar is
the only current Indian cricketer to
have played a Test match in Pakistan.

He made his international debut
during India's last Test series in
Pakistanin 1989.

Ganguly added: "We have met
Pakistan at neutral venues before, but
playing a Test match in Pakistan will be
agreatexperience."

The Indian government banned
bilateral cricket matches with Pakistan
after the 2000 Asia Cup due to political
tensions, but allowed the teams to play
in multi-nation events like the World
Cup.

Raja recently told BBC Asian
Network that the Indian announce-
menthad been welcomed in Pakistan.

"It's been welcomed here in
Pakistan. I'm sure it's been welcomed
inIndia.

"Both teams have got tremendous
national instinctive talent that will be
ondisplay.

"I've always maintained, why keep
a Sachin Tendulkar and Shoaib Akhtar
battle away from all these fans who
have been longing to have an India and
Pakistan series either in India or
Pakistan."

Nakib bails
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Bir Sheshthra Shaheed Mustafa Kamal
Stadium in Kamalapur, ayouthful Sheikh
Russel Krira Chakrarode on the Brazilian
Fabio Silvato sink Dhanmondi Club 6-0.

Silva scored a hattrick with goals in
the 4th, 43rd and 53rd minute respec-
tively.

Anotherforeignrecruit of the Premier
League's new boys Nigerian midfielder
Figo struck the second in the 22nd
minute. Striker Milon added the third
two minutes latter and Jalal completed
the Dhanmondi drubbing on the 68th
minute.

World Cup thief
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his two-year-old dog Pickles for a walk
near his London home and discovered
the trophy wrapped in old newspaper
under ahedge.

The dog's owner was awarded 3,000
pounds (4,573 dollars) as a reward -
three times as much as each of the
England players got for eventually
winning the trophy - and Pickles
became a national celebrity until his
deathin 1973

Juve save
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were 2-1 winners at newly promoted
Siena where Sergio Pllissier grabbed
both goals for the Veronaside.

On Saturday, Sampdoria plunged
Empoli deeper into the mire after
defeating the struggling Tuscans 2-0,
while Brescia were held to a 0-0 draw
athome to Bologna.

Defeat in Genoa left Empoli
rooted to the bottom of the table on
two points and still looking for their
first win of the season.

Clijsters, Mauresmo face-off

ﬁTennis

AFP, Los Angeles

France's Amelie Mauresmo defeated
world No. 1-elect Justine Henin-
Hardenne here Sunday to earn a shot at
defending champion Kim Clijsters in the
final of the elite season-ending WTA Tour
Championships.

Mauresmo, who practically had her
bags packed to go home on Saturday,
defeated the reigning Roland Garros and
US Open champion 7-6 (7/2), 3-6, 6-3,
while Clijsters rallied to beat American
Jennifer Capriati4-6, 6-3,6-0.

"You're always disappointed when
you lose," said Belgium's Henin-

Hardenne, who started the tournament
battling the effects of a sinus infection.
"But I have the feeling I gave everything. I
wasn'table towin thematch.

"And Amelie played a good match. She
came alot to the net, she serves well. Thad
chances during the match, in the first and
third set. But she always came back and
brokeme twice."

Mauresmo, who won titles at Warsaw
and last week at Philadelphia to brighten
an injury-disrupted season, said the win
wasone ofthebiggestofher career.

"The way I finished it off, and the way I
handled theloss of the second set againsta
top player like Justine," Mauresmo said,
"Oneofthebest."

She dropped her serve to open the

PHOTO: AFP
Kim Clijsters of Belgium plays backhand against American Jennifer Capriati
inthe Bank of America WTA Tour Championships semifinal on November 9.

third set, but kept her composure and
broke back in the second game. Henin-
Hardenne netted a high volley to give up
her serve in the sixth game, and
Mauresmo clung to her advantage,
eventually taking the match on her fourth
matchpoint.

Despite the defeat, Henin-Hardenne
will replace Clijsters atop the rankings
when theyare released next week, becom-
ing just the eighth player to hold the year-
endNo. 1spot.

With both Serena and Venus Williams
absent, a Clijsters and Henin-Hardenne
had appeared to be on course for another
marquee showdown, after Henin-
Hardenne defeated her compatriot in the
finalatboth the Frenchand US Opens.

Moin taken back
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The decision came under strong
criticism in the national media
despite Sohail's claim the decision
was targeted at a future with
young wicketkeeper Akmal.

"The selectors have reconsid-
ered the inclusion of Moin after a
rethink on their part," PCB chief
executive Rameez Raja said.

"They felt it would be better to
have two wicketkeepers in the
training camp for New Zealand."

New Zealand, expected here on
November 20, will play their first
first match in Faisalabad on
November 22.

Their itinerary includes two
matches in Rawalpindi on
November 24 and 25 and another
two in Lahore on November 29
and December 1.

SQUAD

Imran Farhat, Salman Butt,
Saleem Elahi, Taufeeq Umar, Yasir
Hameed, Inzamamul Haq, Yousuf
Youhana, Asim Kamal, Misbahul
Hagq, Bilal Asad, Abdul Razzaq,
Azhar Mahmood, Shoaib Malik,
Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami,
Umar Gul, Shabbir Ahmed, Abdul
Rauf, Mohammad Irshad, Fahad
Masood, Kamran Akmal, Danish
Kaneria, Moin Khan.

Real shame
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season on 54 minutes.

"It was a very hot atmosphere out
there. It wasn't our day," Real skipper
Raul told Spanishradio.

Real Madris coach Carlos Queiroz
said the game was over after 14 min-
utes, by which time his men were three
goalsdown.

"Whathappened in the first halfjust
was unreal.

"But we recovered a little self
respect in the second,” the former
Manchester United assistant boss
argued after Ronaldo pulled back a
consolation goal to remain league top
scorer withnine.

"There aren't many explanations.
Seville started off really strongly. We
didn't."

Real president Florentino Perez
said the collapse at the Ramon Sanchez
Pizjuan stadium was "an accident."

"There will be some debate," he
noted regarding Real's lamentable
defence which was missing Roberto
Carlos, injured, and the suspended
Michel Salgado.

"Letting in three goals in a few
minutes justisn'tnormal.

"Butyoulearn from your mistakes."

That could be music to the ears of
21-year-old rookie Ruben Gonzalez
Rocha, who started in defence but
whom Queiroz dragged off after only 26
minutes, sending on Santiago Solari in

his place.

A momentous performance by the
hosts was slightly tarnished by late
dismissals for Real's Guti and Seville's
Dario Silva while 12 other players were
booked.

Fellow Spanish title hopefuls
Valencia slid to a surprise 2-1 home
reverse against Racing Santander as
they likewise failed to close a two-point
gap onleaers Deportivo La Coruna.

Depor had Saturday bounced back
from their 8-3 Champions League
midweek mauling by Monaco with a
come-from-behind 2-1 home success
over Real Sociedad which took them
top ofthe pile.

They expected to stay there for
barely 24 hours but the embarrassing
slip-ups by Real and Valencia left Javier
Irureta's side out in front with 25 points
from 11 games.

Valencia suffered their first home
loss of the campaign at the Estadio
Mestalla when Rodolfo Bodipo hit
them with an opportunist brace either
side of a stunning backheel goal by
Ruben Baraja.

Barcelona edged gingerly past Real
Betis 2-1 with Mexican defender Rafael
Marquez notching the winner eight
minutes from time with Dutch veteran
Patrick Kluivert also on the scoresheet
to break hisleague duck.

Buthe could hardly miss after Pedro
Contreras spooned a loose ball straight

to him twoyards out.

Fernando's goal for Betis early in
the second half had threatened to
snatch a point before Marquez's late
winner with a thumping header from a
left-wing corner.

But if the three points keep Frank
Rijkaard's side in the hunt despite an
inconsistent start Barca will be hoping
that Brazilian playmaker Ronaldinho
can make a swift recovery from a right
leg injury suffered in a 14th-minute
clash with visiting defender Luis
Fernandez.

Barca doctor Lluis Til said
Ronaldinho, who could be out of action
for two to three weeks, had tried to play
on at first but came off to have the
injuryiced "because carrying on would
havebeenrisky."

Til added Ronaldinho's participa-
tion next week in World Cup qualifiers
against Peru and Uruguay was doubt-
ful.

"If he's injured there's no point in
him playing," said Til. "But it's not our
decision, he added, suggesting Brazil
will want to have their say.

Barcelona now stand fourth but
trail Deportivo by six points.

In other Sunday games, a goal from
Alvaro Novo nine minutes after the
restart handed Atletico Madrid a 1-0
home win over Villarreal to put Atletico
level on points with Barcelona in the
top five.
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