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The government has, finally legal-
ised internet telephony, technically
termed the voice over internet
pratocol{(VolP).

The move will reduce interna-
tional call charges substantially and
is expected to boom IT-enabled
services. It will also allow the
mobile-to-mobile phone users: to

receiveoverseas calls,

A cabinet meeting presided over
by Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
yesterday however set some condi-
tions like paying licence fees and
security deposit for obtaining
licence for the internet-based tech-
nology.

The operators will also_have to
generate and terminate calls
through the Bangladesh Telegraph

4 ei' [ l ep y
legalised

and ’l‘elephane Board|(BTTB) inter-

_national gateway,

Earlier, the Infrastructure
Investiment FPacilitation Centre
{IIFC) recommended licence fee
ranging between Tk 30 lakh'and Tk
40 Jakh. But'sourcessaid the cabinet
yesterday has asked Bangladesh
Telecommunication Regulatory
Comimnission (BTRC) 10 set a higher
licence fee to discourage; shady

wiwwthedailystar net

firms.

The BTRC will award licences
and oversee the operation of the
VolP operators.

The delayed approval of the VoIP
has already cost the country crores
in revenue as illegal operators hav-
ing close links with the povernment
are still doinga brisk business in call
termination. The proposal to;légal-
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US warns of more
al-Qaeda attacks

Saudi vows no rest in killer capture

AGENCIES, Riyadh

Saudi Arabia yesterdayvowed notta
rest until the capture of suspeeted
al-Qaeda militants who blew I}]J @
housing compound killing-at least
17 people and wounding about 120
more, as the 1S warned of more al-
Qaeda dttacks to tepple: the: Saudi
governmentandroyal family:

It s quite clear (o me that al:
Qaeda wants to take down the royal
familyand the governmentof Saudi
Arabia,” US: Deputy Secretary: of
State Richard Armitage told Al
Arabiyatelevision, excerpts ofwhicly
werebroadcastyesterday.

The world's biggest oil exporter,
battling a surge in Islamist violence,

said it would hunt dewn those
behind the attack on a housing

compound in Riyadh and, along

withWashington, blamed al-Qacda:

"We will get the perpetrators...
who claim to be Muslim,! Interior
Minister Prince Nayef bin Abdul
Aziz said, ingisting the kingdom
woulld not be: destabilised. as US
President George W, Bushoffered
full support.

"Wewill getto them, God willing,
nomatter how long it takes," Nayef
pledged after inspecting the devas-
tated al:Muhaya residential com-
poundwestofRivadh.

“Thiswill be thejob of allthe sons
of this homeland, chiefly security

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

IGP faces contempt
charge, asked to
appear in HC

SC CORRESPONDENT

The High Court (HC) veslerday
directed Inspector General ol Police
{(1GP) Shahudul Haque to appear in
court on Saturday: to explain why
proceedings on:contempt of court
should nothe drawn againsthim.
The court issued a sup moto nile
on the police chief asking him to
explainwhy he would not face con-
temipt c!mrge;. for his use of lan-

‘guage in a clarification sent to the

registrar of the Supreme Gourt on
queries inregard io a contempt case
against five police sergeants in
Augist.

The HE Division BenchofJustice

MA Aziz. and Justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed -- set to conduct contempt
proceedings -- issued the rule on
andthedirective tothe JGE

On a query from the court, the
IGP sent a clarification containing
some contemptuous statements
degrading the status of ajudge of the
High Court, the couri observed
while issuing the rule and the direc-
tive. j

On August 20, an HC Division
Bench of Justice Md Tafazzul Islam
and' Justice. AFM Abdur Rahman
issuedanotice of query onthe IGP
to/explain whether they tedach the
warrant of precedence
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Wayside sellers do brisk business near the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque yesterday, as Eid shopping picks up steam in Dhaka.
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Eid shoppers reel
under high-priced

clothes

MABDURRAHIM :

Eid shoppers are foreed to fork out *

exira bucks on clothes this year as
yarn price shoots up on the interna-
tional market that pushes up the
fabric production cost at home
significantly;

Shopkeepers. in city markets are
now charging higher price on gar-
ments made of cotlon yam,; prices of
whichhaveincreased by 50 percentin
thelasttwomonths.

Al the city's busiest Gausia mar-
ket, shopkeepers are charging Tk 50
to Tk 80 in excess for Tangail saree.
Punjfabi, pajama, three-piece, baby
wears, shirt, fungi and other prod-
uets of locally knitted cotton fabrics
became costlier than lastyear.

"Prices of garment products swing
upward hefore every Eid but this year
we aren't increasing prices. for extra
profit.We had to pay high price onthe
wholesale market to procure cotton
fabrics ‘this year” said Mozamimel
Hussain, a shopkeeper at Gausia

yesterday.

He however said the price hike did
notdampen thespiritof Eid shoppers.
"Our last week's sale experience tells
that the higher price hardly had a
negative impact on shopping this
year. The sale of Tangail sareesis so far:
sogood," hesaid.

The excesses and export rejects
from export-oriented garment facto-
ries that occupyamajor portion of Eid
market also become dearer this year
because ofthe yarn price hike.

Mohammad Jamil, a shop. ownerat
the Eastern Plaza, admitted of the rise
bt said they have little control over
the price hike:

"Usually prices of garment prod-
ucts come down after Bid but thisyear
itwould I‘IEJI.hdppLTI Unlessthe prices
dropat the international market the
garment price will not come down,”
hesaid.

Presiclent of the Bangladesh Yarn
Merchants Association Moharhmad
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England clinch

ODI series

Srorts REPORTER

The mnightmares of Chittagong
haunted Bangladesh againin Dhaka
as they crashed to an identical
seven-wicket defeat apainst

England yesterday in the second of §

the three-match one-dayseries:
The {ourists have now cliniched
the series 2-0 and are odds-on
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ADB to lend
$530m next
fiscal year

UIINB, Dhaka

The Asian Development Bank will
lend $530 million to Bangladesh as
development assistance, mainly
for infrastructures and’ small and
medium enterprises (SMEs), in the
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, 24's, 26's, 28's, & 30's |

Combed & Carded

1120's

. :> Now available at CHOWDHARY COTTON & YARN TRADERS.

o M'd*from Excellent Quality Cotton

# State of the art New European Machinery

* Autoconed & Electromcal!y Spliced
* Super}br Quality Control devices with

Uster equipments.

% Foreign Experts in Productlon Quality and

Supervision Line.

* Timely shipment & after saie servlce ensured

Please Contact'to : CHOWDHARY COTTON & YARN TRADERS

Suite # 6 (1st Floor)
Chowdhary Complex
15, Purana Palton

Dhaka - 1000, Bangladesh
88-(02) 955-9845

88-(02) 716-8991

Fax : 88-(02) 716-9518

: col@bol-online.com

Tel :

e-mail

There's a new global standard in express delivery, freight and logistics. DHI Worldwide Express, global leader in air express, Danzas; global leaden
in air and ocean freight, and Deutsche Post Bura Express, Buropean leader in parcel delivery; have joined together under the name DHL to offer an even

better all-round service, We can now offer you more performance, more service and more options in more than 2
an meet them. Call us on 9881703 (Dhaka)/812571-4 (Chittageng) or visit s at wwwidhl.com to get the power of DHI, behind your business.

20 countries. So whatever your needs, we
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