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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition
October 17-November 12
Gallery Dhrupad holds a group art 
exhibition titled  'Rhythm in nature' of 
sixty renowned artists of Bangladesh 
at the gallery premises. The show will 
remain open from 10 am to 9 pm daily.

Art Exhibition
November 7-17
The 4th art exhibition by Charu 
Pancham is being held at Alliance 
Franciase. The display will be open 
for all from 5pm to 8 pm.

Film show
November 08
Academy Film Society will screen a 
film titled Point Break at 21/C 
Jigatola at 7 pm.

TV GUIDE
All programmes are in local time. The 
Daily Star will not be responsible for 
any change in the programme. 

BTV

News Headlines(Bangla) at 9:40 

am.12:10 pm. 2:00 p.m 3:10 pm. 

4:00 pm. 7:00 pm.

News(Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 

pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.

News  (English) at 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.

Late Night News(Bangla and English) 

11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

Breakfast News 07:15 am. 9:00am 

News(Bangla) at 7:15 pm, 9:00, 

10:30, 12:15 am.

Telecast of BTV news(Bangla and 

English) at 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News(Bangla) at 8:00 am. 12:00 pm. 

7:00 pm.  10:00 pm, 11:00 pm.

Telecast of BTV News(Bangla and 

English )  at 11:30 pm.

Latest News(Bangla) at 09 a.m,10:00 

a.m, 11:00 am.1pm. 2:00 pm.3:00 

pm. 4:00pm.6:00 pm.and 8:00 pm.

n tv

News Headlines(Bangla) at 5:02 pm. 

6:30 pm. 9:45 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 pm.11:00 pm. 

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadline(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30 pm.

Tara News(Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 

11:30 pm.

Tara News Bangladesh(Bangla) at 
9:30 pm.

BBC World

Every hour on the hour

News Bulletin 

Film

Music

Around the world

Obituary Tribute

Performing art

Drama Lane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity
4 Natok Soroni, New Baily Rd.

(Evening show  at 7:00 pm
 Morning show  at 11:00 am)

Group                 Plays               Date

Udichi                  Bou Bashanti      8

Natyachakro        Janak            9, 10

Drishtipat              Founding         11
Natyashangshad   Anniversary

Aronyak                Shangkranti     12
 Natyadal

Dhaka Theatre    Banapangshul  13
Natyadhara Atashi Shaporja 15

Dhaka Theatre Birasha Munda 16
Mancha

Prachyanat Gondar 17

Theatre  Balad 18
(Arambag)

Muktamancha  Shurjomukho 19
Theatre

Theatre  Meraj  20
(Baily Road)      Fakirer Ma

Natyadal Bakkal 21
  (Morning)

Drishyapot       Narak Guljar         21
            (Evening)
Abayab            Karnakatha           22
Natyadal

Bangali             Manabra               23
Natyasham-     Bhul Korchhen
proday

Theatre Dwip     Tandar                24

Granthik Natya   Girgiti                 25
Goshthi

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

B O L L Y W O O D  h e a r t t h r o b  

Aamir Khan and parallel 

cinema director Ketan Mehta 

are back in action with yet another 

period feature film.

Khan, whose performance in lead 

role in the mega film Lagaan, is back in 

yet another epic movie The Rising 

directed by Mehta in the backdrop of 

the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny that sowed the 

seeds of Indian freedom movement 

against the British Raj. Interestingly, 

Laagan, which too was a film about the 

struggle against the British colonial 

rule, had created tremendous hype 

across India.

Mehta, one of the acclaimed direc-

tors in parallel movie category, had 

made his previous film Sardar on the 

life of India's first Home Minister and 

'iron man' Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

two years back, starring accomplished 

actor Paresh Rawal in lead role.

Besides Aamir Khan, the multi-

starrer The Rising also features 

Aishwariya Rai, Rani Mukherjee and 

British actor Toby Stevens who 

recently played in the latest James 

Bond film Die Another Day with Pierce 

Brosnan.

In The Rising, whose 'muhurat' was 

given ironically by Prince Charles, the 

symbol of British Royalty, Khan plays 

the role of legendary historic figure 

Mangal Pandey who revolted against 

the East India Company, the precursor 

of British imperial rule in India.

The film, however, is also about the 

friendship between Mangal Pandey 

and a British army officer, a role played 

by Stevens, says director Mehta.

Asked if The Rising, an Indo-British 

joint production, is anti-British, Mehta 

replies, 'it is pro-human.' The film, 

produced by Bobby Bedi, will show 

how the friendship between Mangal 

Pandey and the British army officer 

comes under stress.

Stevens, who was present on the 

occasion of the 'muhurat' shot in 

Bombay recently, said his is a charac-

ter in the film who is 'torn between his 

sense of duty towards East Company 

and sympathy for the Indians.'

Aamir Khan says he had to do a lot of 

research into the character of Mangal 

Pandey as available in documented 

history as well as the oral literature 

about his activities before readying 

himself for the role. The star actor is 

also reported to be on a steady vegetar-

ian diet to facilitate his portrayal of the 

role.

A seasoned star, Khan said he felt a 

little shaky before appearing in the 

'muhurat' shot of The Rising in the 

presence of Prince Charles, but was 

happy that the Prince of Wales made it 

to the occasion.

The shooting of the film, already 

delayed by a surgery on Ketan Mehta, 

is likely to begin in January and is 

expected to be over by May next year. It 

will also fulfill the director's project for 

which he had been reportedly waiting 

for the last half a decade.

The Rising will also put Aamir 

Khan's acting prowess to test. The 

'muhurat' shot of the film ended with 

his dialogue 'India's rising and nobody 

and nothing can stop it.' One hopes 

Khan too rises to the challenge of 

essaying the role.

It is not yet clear if Khan's is a con-

scious decision to act in a parallel film. 

But it is certainly in keeping with the 

emerging trend among Bollywood 

stars steeped in commercial movies.

Another portrayal of Indian struggle

REUTERS, Kalamazoo, Michigan

B OBBY Hatfield, half the 

team known as  the  

Righteous Brothers of 
You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin 

fame, died Wednesday, police 

said. Hatfield's body was taken to 

the Kalamazoo County Medical 

Examiner's Office for an autopsy 

and a statement was to be issued 

later, police reported.

Hatfield and partner Bill 

Medley met in Orange County, California and performed together for 41 years. 

According to the group's Web site, You've Lost That Lovin' Feelin, recorded in 

1964, stands as the most played song on radio.

Hatfield and Medley were performing in a local bar as part of a five-piece 

group called the Paramours, when a black Marine shouted "That's righteous, 

brothers," leading to the name, the web site relates. Medley and Hatfield were 

inducted into the Rock 'n' Roll Hall of Fame this year.

Singers Hanks Williams Jr., Kris Kristofferson, Willie Nelson and Sheryl 
Crow perform a tribute to the late Johnny Cash during the 37th annual 
Country Music Association Awards show at the Grand Ole Opry House in 
Nashville, Tennesse, on November 5. An image of Cash is projected on the 
screen in the background. Cash won awards for 'Album of the Year', 'Single 
of the Year' and 'Music Video of the Year.'

BBC ONLINE

Pop music's biggest stars have been in 

Edinburgh for the 10th annual MTV 

Europe Music Awards. A massive big 

top in the Leith area of the city was the 

centre of the music universe for the 

night with a galaxy of top stars 

attracted to the Scottish capital. An 

estimated one billion people in 28 

countries watched the show, featuring 

performances by 

Beyonce Knowles, 

Pink and Black 

Eyed Peas.

The night's big 

winner was Justin 

Timberlake who 

s c o o p e d  t h r e e  

awards. He was 

best pop, best male 

and also won best 

album for Justified. 

Justin paid tribute 

to the Scots audi-

ence, saying: "This 

is my first time in 

Scotland and I just want to say thank 

you. You don't get nicer than you 

people."

Christina Aguilera, who hosted the 

event in front of thousands of scream-

ing music fans, took the best female 

honour, seeing off tough competition 

from Beyonce, Kylie Minogue, Pink 

and Madonna. However, Destiny's 

Child singer Beyonce beat Christina in 

the hotly-contested best song cate-

gory. Her song Crazy in Love featuring 

rapper Jay-Z came out on top against 

Aguilera's Beautiful and Cry Me A River 

by Timberlake. British band Coldplay 

took the best group award, but did not 

attend the ceremony due to work 

commitments. The Panjabi MC took 

home the award for best dance.

The best R&B act went to Beyonce, 

whose rivals had included Jennifer 

Lopez and Craig David. Eminem won 

the best hip-hop act award for the fifth 

year running. The rapper sent his 

acceptance via video as he was one of 

the few stars not to attend the glitter-

ing event. Reggae artist Sean Paul took 

the best new act award and best video 

was won by Sigur Ros.

The world's biggest musical artists 

competed in 12 categories covering 

pop, rock, dance, hip-hop and R&B. 

MTV viewers voted online to choose 

their favourite acts in most of the 

categories.

Singer Bobby Hatfield of 
Righteous Brothers Dead

MTV awards rock Edinburgh

SHARMILA BANDYOPADHYAY

T HE first impression that one gets after view-
ing a Manipuri performance is the personifi-
cation of power contained. Underlying the 

inherent fluidity and excruciating grace of the per-
formance is the impression of control and restrain 
excercised by the performer. This characteristic of 
ease and fluidity contrasts distinctively from the 
precision and terse clarity of the South Indian style 
but in no way negates a high degree of technicality.

Manipuri is a living force in this land of verdant 
hills and flowing landscapes. Every occasion worth 
celebrating merits a Manipuri performance  be it a 
birth, a marriage, or any such festivity. In Manipur it 
is rare to see anyone without the knowledge of dance 
and music. Royalty, too, have been known to mingle 
with the commoners on the 'mandapa' or stage as a 
mark of their proficiency in the aesthetic arts.

Origins
From history we learn that the 'Meities', early inhab-
itants of Manipur, performed certain ritualistic 
dances characterized by repetitive but disciplined 
movements to invoke the deity. The 'maibas', 'lai 
haroba' and the 'khamba thoibi' were a part of their 
repertoire. However, during the 17th century the 
advent of Hinduism, specifically Vaishnavism, 
brought about an evolution of a distinct dance form 
which shows mutual interaction between the earlier 
ritualistic dances and the Vaishnava 'bhakti' cult. 
The present form of the Manipuri dance is said to 
have evolved during the reign of Maharaja 
Bhagyachandra during 1964-1789.

Influence of Bengal
Remarkable is the fact the Maharaja Bhagyachandra 
adopted 'Gaudiya Vaishnavism' under the influence 
of Paramananda Thakur, a great devotee of Krishna. 
As a result some Vaishnavite missionaries from 
Bengal were brought to Manipur. In consequence, 
Bengali script and literature spread here and 
replaced the Meithie language. Furthermore musi-
cal instruments from Bengal were also adapted and 
incorporated and helped to make the music of 
Manipur richer. One example is that of the 
'mridanga', from Bengal, which evolved into the 
popularly used 'poong' of Manipur.

The Repertoire
The 'cholams', one of the three aspects of tandava 
dance, comprise a major portion of a Manipuri 
repertoire. Sri Chaitanya, a leading exponent of the 
Bhakti cult, popularised the 'kirtanas' or devotional 
songs performed en masse, as a mark or spiritual 
devotion. 'Cholams' are an extension of this ritual of 
'Sankirtan' where the devotee in an excess of emo-
tion embarks on dance. The 'cholams' are per-
formed in groups and instruments like the 'karatali' 
and 'poong', used as accompaniments during 
'kirtana', are incorporated within the dance. The 
ritual dances of the Shaivite period have, also, sur-
vived and are very much a part of the repertoire. 

Strictly speaking these dances are on the margin of 
classical and folk dances. They are invariably per-
formed in groups and are known to the community 
at large.

Raas-Lila
It is only when we come to the 'Raas' that we encoun-
ter the richness and classicism of both 'nritya' and 
'abhinaya' in the Manipuri style. As per the 
'Natyashastra', the 'Raas' is a drama performed on a 
circular stage. Maharaja Bhagyachandra is, also, 
recognized to be the founder of the 'Raas Lila', 
wherein dances are performed night-long under the 
full-moon depicting various episodes from the 
legends of Lord Krishna, Sri Radha and the Gopis. 
The 'raasa-mandali' or stage of the 'Raas Lila' is 
circular and decorated with floral paper cut-outs, 
flowers and greenery. A 'ghata' or vessel, depicting 
offerings to the dieties, is placed in the centre around 
which the dances are performed. The audience sit all 
around the 'mandapa' very much like in Jatra perfor-
mances.

There are three main varieties of 'Raas Lila' preva-
lent today in Manipur. 'Basanta Raas' performed on 

the full moon day of Chaitra represents 
the amorous scenes of th eromance of 
Krishna and Radha. 'Kunja Raas' per-
formed during Dasara depicts the 
dance in an arbour made of leaves 
where the daily meetings of the divine 
lovers Radha and Krishna are enacted. 
'Maha Raas' performed on the full 
moon day of Kartik is the very romantic 
story Krishna as a lover-be it with the 
Gopis or with Radha.

The Structure of the dance
The three fold aspect of the dance 
'nritta', 'nritiya' and 'natya', as set down 
by the 'Natyashastra', are all present in 
this rich style of dance. However, most 
certainly there is a predominance of 
'nritya'. The 'cholams' are of the pure 
'nritta' variety, while the 'Lai Haroba' 
and 'Khamba Thoibi' have elements of 
'abhinaya' besides pure 'nritta'. The 
very essence of Manipuri is an under-
statement of emotions and facial 
expressions. However, inspite of traces 
of various 'vyabhicharibhavas', tran-
sient emotions, throughout the perfor-
mance, the predominant mood or 
'sthayibhava' is 'karuna' which shrouds 
an aura of 'shringara rasa'.

As per Bharata Muni, the compiler of 
the 'Natyashastra', dance may be either 
'lasya' characterized by gliding and soft 
movements or 'tandava' being more 
vigorous and forceful. The Manipuri 
Dance form is distinct from other 
classical dance forms by the believe that 
all dances performed by the female 
dancer should necessarily be in the 

'lasya' style and that of the male dancers in the 
'tandava' style.

The dress
It is believed that the costume for the Manipuri 
Dance was visualised by Maharaja  Bhagyachandra, 
inspired by visions of Lord Krishna, himself, seen in 
his dreams.

The Rabindra Nritya Dhaka & 
Manipur

Deeply moved by the Raas Lila during his visit to 
Manipur in 1917, Rabindranath Tagore is credited 
with introducing this enchnting style of dance to the 
other parts of the world. Renowned teachers were 
invited to teach this dance form in tagore's idylic 
institute in Shantiniketan. Furthermore, Tagore 
borrowed elements liberally from this dance to 
mould his own dance-dramas like Chitrangada, 
Chandalika and Shapmochan. The softness and 
grace that form a characteristic feature of Tagore's 
own style and rightly attributed to the Manipuri 
elements incorporated in the dramas.

Destiny's Child singer Beyonce beat 
Christina in the best song category. 

Justin Timberlake holds his trophies for Best Album,
Best Male, and Best Pop.

Manipuri danseuse Sharmila Bandyopadhyay

PHOTO: REUTERS

Of Manipuri dance

Musician Stevie Wonder poses 
next to a poster at the premiere 
of the new documentary film 
Tupac Resurrection on Novem-
ber 4 in Hollywood. The film is 
about the late top selling hip-
hop singer Tupac Shakur, who 
died from complications after 
being gunned down in a drive-
by shooting in Las Vegas in 
September 1996.

PHOTO: REUTERS

BTV
07:30 Udbodhoni Ghosona
07:35 Suprobhat Bangla-

desh
12:15     Sangbad Potrer Pata 

Theke
02:05 Ta Ta Thoi Thoi
02:30 Documentary Show
04:05    Bhorer Pakhi
04:30    Magazine: Swapnil
04:45     Mahe Ramjan
05:30     Selected Programme
05:55     Samokalin Aurthanity
06:10     Wrestling
07:05     Ei  Prithibi
07:30    Fortune Hunter
08:30     Ananda Ghanta
10:25    Teknaf Theke Tentulia
10:35     Band Show
11:00     Sur Lahari

CHANNEL-i
09:30 Sangbad Patrey 

Bangladesh
09:45 Tritiya Matra
11:00 Chithi Pelam
11:30 Ebong Cinemar Gan
02:00      Bangla Film: Mayar 

Badhan
05:00       Ramjanul Mobarak
05:35      Janapader Khabar
05:40        Kalam O Kolom
05:55       Teer Manahar Iftar
06:10        Music Plus
06:45        Gillette World Sports
07:50      Drama Serial: Chhera 

Pata
08:25       Vim Jhatpat Rannna 

Chatpat Pariskar
09:35        Drama Serial: 

Basobas
10:00        Phulkanta

ntv
04:06   Itihasher Ei Diney
04:13   Patrikar Khabar

04:30   Ridaye Ramjan

05:10    Pabitra Al Quaran
05:30   Islamic Programme
06:32   Shuvo Shandhya
08:00   Drama Serial: Tin Purush
08:35    Tele Film: Prothom 

Prem
10:50     Itihasher Ei Diney
11:30     Din Darpan
12:05   Sangskrity Ei Saptaha

HBO
10:15  Masters of The 

Universe
12:30 Erin Brockovich 
3:15 Fright Night
5:30 Beer Money 
7:15 Driven
9:30 Blue Streak
11:30 Cinema Secrets III: 

11-From Comics to  
Cinema

12:00 Diamond of Jeru
1:45 Erin Brockovich

STAR MOVIES
9:30 Year Of The Gun
11:30 St. Elmo's Fire
1:15 Murder At 1600
3:00 What's The Worst 

That Could Happen?
4:45 Bugsy
7:00 Bad Boys
8:45 Carlito's Way
11:15 Creature Unknown

AXN
8:30 Guinness World 

Records: Primetime
9:30 Pacific Blue: Disrobed
10:30 Seven Days: Deloris 

Demands
11:30 Alias: Dead Drop
12:30 Movie: Dragon: The 

Bruce Lee Story
2:30 Movie: Nick of Time
4:30 Rescue

5:30 Worst-Case Scenario

6:30 Now See This
7:30 Alias: Dead Drop
8:30 Movie: The Peace-

maker
11:30 Sat Horror-Fear 

Month Movie : Aliens

ZEE CINEMA
10:30 Yeh Mohabbat Hai 

(Rahul Bhatt 
Akanksha)

1:30 Gaddar Officer 
Raghuveer

5:30 Hathyar (Sanjay Dutt 
Shilpa Shetty)

9:30 Dillagi (Sunny Deol 
Bobby Deol Urmila)

ALPHA TV
2:00 Pratibimba

2:30 News

2:35 Kobe Je Kothay

3:00 Feature Film: Chopper

4:35 BFF

5:28 Jhankar

5:30 Gaan Unltd.

6:00 Alpha Khabar

6:30 Bichitra

7:00 Bengal's Most Wanted

7:30 Sara Bangla 

7:57 Jhankar 

8:00 Apha Pentathlon

9:00 Daliar Basa
9:35 Tritiyo Purush
10:00 Hazar Churasir Maa
10:28 Jhankar
10:30 Alpha Khabar
11:00 Ananya
11:30 Ekanto Gopone

STAR GOLD
8:30 Samaj Ko Badal Dalo
12:30 Dil Vil Pyar Vyar
4:30 Border
8:30 Police Story 3 - Hindi 

Dubbed
11:00 Maya
11:30 Without Ticket

STAR PLUS
2:30 Dr Morepen Tango - 

Sun
3:30 Sanjog
6:30 Samnewali Khidki
7:00 Yatra
7:30 Khichdi
8:00 Jaaduu
8:30 Vikraal Aur Gabraal
9:30 Gharwali Uparwali
10:30 Khullja Sim Sim
11:30 Mamla Gadbad Hai
12:00 Kahani Jurm Ki

STAR WORLD
2:00 Action Man

2:30 Robocop
3:00 X - Men
3:30 The Kumars At No. 42
4:00 Cops
4:30 World's Wildest Police 

Videos
5:30 Knight Rider
6:30 The Crow
7:30 Xena: Warrior Princess
8:30 Tna Wrestling
9:30 Mutant X
10:30 Adventure Inc
11:30 Baywatch Hawaii

NATIONAL

GEOGRAPHIC
1:30 Inside Mecca
2:30 Through The Lens
3:30 Mission Wild
4:00 Return To The Wild
4:30 Ng Explorer
5:30 On Assignment
6:00 Tomorrow's World
6:30 Dogs With Jobs
7:00 Toyota World Of Wildlife 

S3
7:30 Earth Report
8:00 Earthpulse
8:30 Super Croc
10:30 Self-Portrait
11:30 Hot Science

ANIMAL PLANET
2:30 Wild Encounters Water 

Babies
3:30 Croc Files Giant Snakes
4:00 Croc Files Turtle Rodeo
4:30 Shark Gordon Prickly 

Sharks  
5:00 Extreme Contact Lemon 

Shark Adventure
st5:30 21  Century Ark 

Dolphins
6:00 Nick's Quest Gorillas
7:00 O'Shea Swamp 

Dinosaur

7:30 Croc Hunter Diaries 

Acco's Cool

8:00 Croc Hunter Diaries It's 

a Girl

8:30 Saturday Wild 

Encounters Spirit of the 

Mustang

9:00 Saturday Wild 

Encounters Reef 

Encounters

9:30 Saturday Wild 

Encounters

10:30 Wild Encounters 

Almighty Amphibians

11:30 Life of Birds Signals and 

Songs

STAR SPORTS
12:30 English Premier League 

Preview    (R)

6:00 Pga Tour Golf Second 

Round(S)

8:55 English Premier Football 

League 2003/04 

Manchester City Vs 

Leicester City (L)

11:00 English Premier Football 

League 2003/04 Arsenal 

Vs Tottenham Hotspur 

(S)

ESPN
10:00 Cricket Classics India 

Down Under Melbourne 

Australia Australia Vs 

India World C'ship Of 

Cricket  (Group 

Stage)(T)  

10:30 English Premier Football 

League Fulham Vs 

Liverpool 

12:30 West Indies Tour Of 

Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Vs West Indies 1st Test 

Day 4 Highlights(R)

1:55 West Indies Tour Of 

Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Vs West Indies 1st Test 

Day 5 1st Session(L)

4:00 Cricket Classics India 

Down Under Melbourne 

Australia Australia Vs 

India World C'ship Of 

Cricket  (Group 

Stage)(R) 

4:30 West Indies Tour Of 

Zimbabwe Zimbabwe 

Vs West Indies 1st Test 

Day 5 2nd & 3rd 

Session(L)

9:00 English Premier Football 

League 2003/04 Arsenal 

Vs Tottenham Hotspur 

(L)

11:00 Epl Postshow 

Premiership Postgame   

(L) 

11:30 English Premier Football 

League 2003/04 

Manchester City Vs 

Leicester City (S)

TEN SPORTS
2:00 Pick of the Week

4:00 World Cup Qualifier: 

Brazil v Columbia

4:30 Gillette World Sport

5:30 Legends: Jayasuriya

8:30 WWE: Specials : No 

Mercy 2003

11:00 FIVB World Champ. in 

Rio

2:00 WWE: Specials : No 

Mercy 2003

TODAY'S HIGHLIGHTS PICK OF THE DAY

Blue Streak
On HBO at 9:30 pm
Genre: Comedy/Action/Crime
Martin Lawrence, Luke Wilson, Peter Greene 
Miles Logan is a jewel thief who just hit the big time by 
stealing a huge diamond. However, after two years in jail, 
he comes to find out that he hid the diamond in a police 
building that was being built at the time of the robbery. In 
an attempt to regain his diamond, he poses as a LAPD 
detective.

AXN: 8:30 pm The Peacemaker. 
Action; George Clooney, Nicole 
Kidman, Marcel Iures. Two trains crash 
somewhere in Russia, one carrying a 
nuclear payload. A nuclear explosion 
follows the crash and the world is on 
alert. However, White House nuclear 
expert Dr. Julia Kelly doesn't think it was 
an accident. Special Forces Intelligence 
Officer Colonel Thomas Devoe doesn't 
think so either. Together they must 
unravel a conspiracy that goes from 
Europe to New York, to stop a terrorist 
who has no demands. 

STAR MOVIES: 4:45 pm Bugsy. Crime/ 
Drama; Warren Beatty, Annette Benning, 
Harvey Keitel. New York gangster Ben 
'Bugsy' Siegel takes a brief business trip to 
Los Angeles. A sharp-dressing womaniser 
with a foul temper, Siegel doesn't hesitate to 
kill or maim anyone crossing him. In L.A. 
the life, the movies, and most of all strong-
willed Virginia Hill detain him while his family 
wait back home. Then a trip to a run-down 
gambling joint at a spot in the desert known 
as Las Vegas gives him his big idea.
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