Ramadan starts
with no let-up
in price spiral

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fasting city dwellers sweated in the
price heat of essentials on the first
day of Ramadan;, ﬁndmg most too
hotto handle,

Prices of some more essentials
mose yesterday while some others
rémained unchanged at their previ-
ous'day’s high'in the kitchen mar-
kets, making a mockery of the gov-
ernment efforts to tame the
mmudmgpncebull

The prices of soyabean oil, garlic,
tomato, beans, brinjal and masur
pulse rose yesterday although they
are in sufficient supply in the
kitchen markets including New
Market; Hatirpool, Pakirerpool,
Malibagh, Mohammadpur Krishi
Marketand Karwan Bazar,

Garlic prices ranged between Tk
56:and Tk 80 a kg in differerit mar-
kets, while it was between Tk 44-48
for each kg only a few days back.
Ginger sold at Tk 28-32, lentl'at Tk
42 andbitter gourd atTk28.

The soyabean oil prices ranged
between Tk 50 and Tk 52 a kg against
Tk48-50in the beginningofthe week.
Prices of mastered oil varied between
Tk6Land Tke6 akg ﬂgamst'l‘k 60-65.

Locally prodiced onien was
selling at Tk 30-32 a kg-and imported
(Indian) onionat Tk 240 Tk26, higher
thantheir pricesiwoweeks ago. Ginger
priceshovered betweenTk40and Tk42
a kg Prces of sugar remained at the
previouslevel of Tk33 toTk34 akg: Salt
soldaiTkl1-12ake
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Extra law
enforcers
can't bring
order to roads

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

About 2,500 ‘additional police,
Bangladesh Rifles and ansars per-
sonnelyesterday hit the road, crack-
ing down on ‘illegal parking and
traffic law violators as Ramadan, the
fastingmonth of the Muslims, began.

Even then tush hour traffic
peaked to an abnormal level,
gridlocking roads, Fasting commu-
ters had to sweat ftoutin the snarls,

Home Minister Altaf Hossain
Choudhury along with the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police (DMP), com-
missioner visited two spots: at
Motijhieel and Mouchak to inspect
traffic condition.

"1-am satisfied with the special
drive and it will help the city dwell-
ers," Altaftold newsmen.

"Another 2,500 eéxtra personnel
will be deployed tomerrow;” DMP.
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Officials of amobile court book a driverforimproper parking in Eskaton yesterday after a pb]ica«‘BDRjoint force was

deployed to keep roads around shopping centres clear of traffic jam.
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Ex-Khilgaon OC, SI
charged with murder

Court orders CID probe into Sumon's
death ; police launch investigation

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A murder case was filed with the

Court’ of the Chief' Metropolitan

Magistrate, Dhaka, yesterday
against the former officer-in-charge
(OC) of Khilgaon Police Station and
a sub-inspector (SI) for beating a
young man to death in police cus-
todyon Qctober 25.
Metropolitan Magistrate
Emdadul' Haq took' the case into
cognisance following a hearing and

‘asked the Dhaka Metropolitan

Police (DMP)/ commissioner to
appoint an investigation officer of
the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID)  to pmbe the
matter,

‘The police headquarters hasalso
formed a three-member committee,

headed by Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) Abdul Mannan, to
investigate the custodial death of
ShaldlAlmed Chowdhury Sumon, a
mobile phone trader at Meradia,
Khilgaon,

Two other members of the com-
mittee are Special Superintendent
(S8) of Special Branch Mahbub
‘Hossain and S5 of the CID Abdul
Mornin Mian Chisti,

The probe body has been asked
to submit a report by Noverber, 1
with recommendations to stop
recurrence of such incidents, says a
policeheadquarters pressrelease.

On Monday; the OC-of Khilgaon
Police Station was withdrawn fol-
lowing the allegation of the custo-
dial death: Wk
! SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Thotsands flock to Chawk Bazar in Old Dhaka to buy iftar specialties,
unigque to the area, onthefirstday.of Ra rﬁadan yesterday.

CBA men
besiege BB
governor

S1AFE CORRESPONDENT

Nearly 300 officers and employees
led by leaders of the Collective
Bargaining Agent (CBA) . confined
Bangladesh Bank (BB) Governor
ddin Ahmed to his office for
anhouryesterday.

They were demanding fresh
recruitment of staff employees and
promotion of all promotee officers
within a few days. The afternoon
seize ended after the agitating staff
forcibly entered the EOVErnor's

. office tovoice theirdemands.
=" The BE promotee. officers and
-staffpathered around the governor's

{ office at around 2:30pm vesterday,

insisting that the central bank chicf

heartheirdemands.
The governor, who had just
returned from a meeting with the
SEE PAGE 11 €OL 1

Notice

The Daily Star continues to pub-
lish the' list of plot alotiees in
Ra]uks Purbachal pro]ect Find
today's - list.on pages 17, 18, 18
and20.

BNP MPs for laws
to clip free media

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Ruling BNP lawmakers, have
demanded enactment of laws to
control the media as they believe it
has taken a stand against the gov-
ernment and is engaged only in
nepative joumalism.

Highly placed sources said the
members: of the parliamentary
standing committee on the informa-

tionministry atits Monday's meeling.

stressed immediate enactment  of
laws tarein in the media involved in

fexaggerationinTeports.

‘The spurces quoted the MPs as
telling the chair of the meeting that
the media’ should not enjoy such
unfettered freedom. Most of them
aceused the newspapers of abusing
ihe freedom of press guaranteed by
the constitution;

Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury,
chairman of the committee, pre-
sided over the meeting. BNP law-
makers) Manjurul” Ahsan Munshi,
Sohrab Uddin, Hafiz Ibrahim and
Information Mlmster szqlﬂ Islarn
attended it. Besides, high officials of

the ‘ministry, heads of the

Bangladesh: Televigion, Radio
Bangladesh, Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha and other government
mediaorganisationswerepresent.

Amember of the committee told
The Daily Star that almost all the
members observed that the media
has a negative attitude towards the
BNP and'the four-parly alliance
government. He said the MPs
blamed all the newspapers, regard-
léss oftheir circulation.

Members drew the attention of
the chairand the information minis-
ter fp some recent neWwspaper
reporis on issues like the main
opposition Awami League's publi-
cation, of a godfathers’ list, price
spiral of essentials and law and
order, and concluded that all news-
papers are ‘totally biased! towards
themain opposition AwamiLeague.

However, sources said therninis-
ter ‘contradicted’ the views of the
members and maintained that it

would not be wise to enact law 1o

controlthe media: He said anational
media policy could be formulatedin

, the light of the experience of
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Khaleda okays
probe into
judge's ‘graft’

STAFF/ CORRESPONDENT

Prime MinisterKhaleda Ziayesterday
sentthereference file to the president
forformation ofthe Supreme Judicial
Council to probe ‘an - allegation: of
misconduct against an additional
judge ofthe High Court.

The president is likely to ask the
chief justice soon to form the coun-
cil headed by the chiefjustice and
probetheallegation.
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hangs over
second Test

RABEED IMAM from Chittagarg.

A newvenue and a new match, but
Bangladesh have reasons to feel
buoyed going into’ the second ‘and
final Test against England at the MA
Aziz Stadiumin the portcity today:
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6 killed in Iraq as

police clear rubble

of Monday blasts

Coalition soldier;

2 civilians die

in roadside bomb explosion

AGENCIES, FallujaliBaghdad.

At least six people, including chil-
dren, were killed by a car bomb in
theIragi town of Fallujah, just a day
after 43 people diedin the bloodiest

day in Baghdad since US troops
seized thecity.

A roadside bomb blast in the
southern Iragi city of Basra killed a
soldierfromtheU.S.-led occupying
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