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Production, Procurement, Storage, Movement, and
Distribution in Food Management system have built up a
unique and unparallel worldwide network. "International
Alliance Against Hunger" is a call to action, with a view
to taking the concept of a global partnership & making it a
reality working together to reduce poverty, eradicate
malnutrition, illiteracy, and superstition and to guarantee
the world's citizens a basic human right-freedom from
hunger. In Bangladesh millions of people are working
under the "Food For Work" Project. Our distressed
mothers & children are getting help under V.G.D. project.

Moreover under public Food Distribution system VGF project is
working for distnibuting wheat & rice as post flood relief work.
Under various development projects adequate supply of food grain is
ensured. Rural Infrastructure Development & Food for Education,

Tree plantation, Flood control, Embankment construction,
system, canal digging development work for schools,

Roads, Markets etc. all these projects are implemented under foreign
Food Aid. Achievement of Self Sufficiency in food will enable us to

get rid of these conditional foreign aids.

The world already produces enough food to feed all its inhabitants.
And we have the technical know-how to improve nutrition and
increase access to food. If we have failed in our efforts and 840
million hungry people suggest that we have then it is principally due
to a lack of political will. The International Alliance Against Hunger
is @ way to push aside apathy and indifference and usher in a new era
of cooperation and action to join forces once and for all o move
swiftly to decrease and ultimately eliminate the scourge of hunger.

Supplement

International Alliance Against Hunger
Emdadul Hoque Khandaker

Director General , Department of Agricultural Extension

Muhammad Fazlur Rahman
Director General, Directorate General of Food

Hunger is an universal curse and it is one of the many scourges including poverty that plague humanity. To a hungry
man or woman wordy aspiration of a better life is nothing but an illusion. -

Hunger is a result of poverty. To be free from hunger a poor man or a woman should have access to food, shelter,

medicare and education ; the basic needs of life.

Agricultural production has doubled over last 30 years. Now the world produces enough food to provide an adequate
diet to everyone every day. But unfortunately, because of inequitable distribution, food is not equally available to
everyone either among or within countries. The declaration of the World Food Summit 1996 was to reduce the number
of undernourished people of the developing world from 800 million to a half of that number by 2015. That target still
remains out of reach, rather hungry people are ever increasing and now 840 million remain crippled by the indignity of
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progress is painfully slow.

Against Hunger” toovercome hunger and poverty.

N

The Bangludeshi farmers have made major strides n recent years in inereasing the production and productivity of food and they
have wlso gained adequate technical knowledge in increasing their access to food and in improving the level of nutritional
standirds, However, if Bangladesh hus failed to feed w sizeable share of its population, then it is mainly due to lack of commitment
and political will. The "International Alliance Against Hungor' is o way to push aside apathy and indifference ind usher in i new
eru of cooperation and action; 1o join forees onoe und for ull w move swifily to decrease and ulimately eliminate the scourge of

Setting targets helps to achicve results, The goal of cutting by holf thee number of hungry people by 2015 adopted at the World Food
Summit in 1996 and reflected in the Millennium Development Gouls. Yet in many developing countries: like Bangladesh, the

“nfernationnl Allinnce Aghinst Hunger” is this year's *World Food Day! theme, Tt is a call to action, with a view to taking the
congept of 1 global partnership and making it & réality! wirking 1ogethes 1o reduce poverty und (o guarintee the world's cltizens o
Basic human right freedom from hunger. Heve is an opportunity for us today o work together within an “International Alliance

twin-tract

Bui Thi Lan _/

World Food Day in 2001 is an international voice now. He urged for

of political differences of the nations, But having a common political
will is still lacking. Many nations have made verbal commitments to
fight hunger, but few have done enough.

Nations need to develop a policy frame-work on a consensus basis 10
create a political environment for allocation and flow of resources,
information, technologies and money for implementation of
programmes and projects; Within the frame-work of the Alliance of a

be undertaken,

WEP, FAO, NGO and many other world organizations have been
allocating more and more funds towards Food aid aiming at the goal
of Agricultural Development.
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International Alliance Against Hunger

not having enough to eat. Children are more vulnerable to
hunger.

\.

Bangladesh have declared a firm commitment for poverty
reduction. Food production, in specific, cereal food
production of 26.90 million tons in 2002-03 is near to a
self sufficiency in food requirement. Average poverty level
has a declining trend. In 2000-01 average national poverty
level was 44.33 percent.

Hunger is now more a cross-nation problem and as such,
an international call to action to join forces in a common
effort is very much needed. This idea first echoed by
Rau, president of the Federal Republic of Germany on

of an alliance on the basis of a common consensus despite

approach combining short and long term measures should

see col. 1
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