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President of Supreme /Court Bar
Assaciation Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud' yesterday hamed Syed
Shahidur Raliman as the judge to
have allegedly taken money from a
personforfixingbail.

Rokanuddin'in a letter to Ghief
Justice (Cf)) KM Hasan yesterday
disclosed the name of the judge and
the| evidence he has against the
judge, Hemet the CJ athisresidence
after Hasan asked'him on October 6
to garnish facts: about his allega-
tions.

Barrister Rokanuddin Mahmud

‘Shahidur applied for a two-
monthleave yesterday:

"My letter contains the name of
Additional Judge Syed Shahidur
Rahman and details of his corrup-
tion," Rokanuddin told journalists
athis chamber atthe Supreme Court
but refused to elaborate on ‘the

contentoftheletter.

"This judge, appointed on April

‘24, was rumoured to be a corrupt

person, He should not be allowed to
sit in the court after his name has
been revealed, Lawyers have been
agerieved andl

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Khaleda calls for

: gather for biggest.
. summit since 9/11
AFRPutmjaya.Mafszq

floating Islamic

UNB, Putrajaya; Malaysia

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia has
called for establishing Islamic com-
mopn market through forging an
effective partnership between the
governments and the private/sec-
tors,

. 'This i
and pmte
tmllwﬂve interests,”

necessary’ to. promate
she tald

Qrganisation of Islamic Conference:
(QIC) Business Forum at Putrajaya
MatiotHotellastnight.

‘The Bangladesh prime minister
wis speaking at the dinner session

L out, mdi\rldual d

openingdayofits two:day meeting.
Co-organised

South-South’ Association; the two-

daymeeting will discuss opportuni- ;
ties for business collaboration and :

smartpartnerships :
i m Baders, captainsof :
industry, ‘regiondl experts, and :

corporile managers are attending
the busimessmeet. )
Malaysian Prime Minister

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

by Asian Strategy - 10TCIBI ; Sainn
and Leadership Institute (ASLI), : Muslims treated with suspicionin the
Malaysia's Ministry of Foreign !

Affairs, the OIC and Malaysian :
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‘Besieged' Muslims

: _ T . t A sense of siege pervaded this
COIMIMNon mar l( o]

© shadow of a war on terrorism which
hosted by the businessforum on the !

designer-city of domes and spires as
the world's Muslim leaders gathered

many seeasawaronislam.
With Islamic countries under
foreign occupation -or ' threat -and

Wiest, the kings, sheikhs, princes and

‘presidents of the Organisation of the
i Islamic Conference (OIC) are con-

fronting aturningpointin history,
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

QIC set to come
up with Iraq

. document
ANN/ THE STAR, Putrajaya

The Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) is set to come uip
with a separate document just on
Imq, after two days ofintense lobby-
ing and'debate by the foreign minis-
ters.

According tothe draft dociiment,
the organisation’ welcomed the

‘gstablishment of the transitional

government in Iraq but wanted the
United Nations to play a more cen-

‘ralrole.,

The 11-point draft wasa compro-
mise reached in an intense meeting
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Absence of
written order
led to anthem
glitch

STAFF.CORRESPONDENT

Technicians could not play. the
national anthem on audio at the
Commonwealth Parlmmentary
Association conference, as the
parliament secretariat did not
inform Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre in
writing beforehand, sources said
yesterday, referring to pre!lmmary
finds of'aprobebody.

The three-member inquiry:
commiitee, formed by Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia on October 7,
also talked to Deputy Speaker
Akhtar Hamid Siddiqui who gave a
statementtothebody,

"The committee is trying to find
out the reason the national anthem
could not be: played during the
conference,” the deputy speaker
told newspersons after one-and-a-
half-hour talks with Chief Whip
Khandakar Delwar Hossain, head of
the committee,

The bodywillhave to complete its
investigation by today s it was asked
to submit its report by October 16 --
the new deadline set after it failed to
wrapupitsprobein48hours.

The probe body that interrogated
11 officials, including the parliament
secretary on Tuesday, may submitils
reporttothe primeministertoday.

i thedailystar.net
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Palestinian police collect evidence at the site of a roadside explosion killing three US nationals and wounding one

more in northern Gaza Strip yesterday. The first attack on US targets took place hours after the US vetoed a UN reso-

lution condemning Israel's construction of a separation barrieracross the West Bank.

29"PIXEL PLUIS TV

| More Pixels. More Details

REUTERS, Gaza

A roadside bomb ripped through a
US diplomaticiconyvoy in'the Gaza
Strip yesterday, killing three
American security men in the first
attack on'US officials'in three years
ofisraeli-Palestinian violence,

The Israel Radio said the convoy

includéd representanves from
Middle Bast envoy JohnWolf's office
and the CIA, but US officials said
Wolf was not in the region at the
time. .
__Asilver, armour-plated jeep used
by-American diplomats was demol-
ished inthe bomb blast, which duga
ldrge crater in the streel. Bﬂdyparts,
blood and debris were sprayed
melers (yards) away and & black
shoelayon the ground.

Isragli security officials said three
security guards attached/to the 1S
diplomatic contingent were killed
and a diplomat was woundedin the
blast at the entrance to the teeming
Jabalya refugee camp, a stronghold
ofPalestinianmilitants:

Aspokesman for the USembassy

SEE PAGE 41 COL 6

Govt takes steps for

one-stop land

registration

PN g

Landowners to pay tax to

bank from January

' STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Landowners insixupazilas undersix
divisions would be permilted to pay
their land development taxin com-
mercial banks from January 1 under
reforms aimed' al simplifying the
landlaw.

The government is also working
to introduce a one-stop land regis-
tration service under the initiative
instead of the present system that
requires one to rush to thrée rele-
vantoffices, :

‘The upazilas where the tax could

be paid to commercial banks are:
Sylhet sadar, Hatzahari in
Chittagong district, Shibpur under
Narsingdi' district, Barisal sadar,
Satkhira sadar and Paba in Rajshahi
district.

Landowners will also be permit-
ted todepositland tax in advance for
theyearsio come,

Under the planned one-stap
service, three offices -+ the survey
office, the circle office of reventie
and the sub-registrar office - - will be
combined into one so that people

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Graft eats away 5pc of

public bu

STAFE CORRFSFONDENT. -

Corruption eatsup 10-15 per cent of

the country's $3 billion public pro-
curement budget, leading to the loss
of scarce resotirces and the deterio-
ration the investment climate,
World Bank and'ADB officials told a
seminaryesterday.

"Pervasive rent-seeking and
corruption produce kick-backs,
ranging between 10 and' 15 percent,”
said ADB' representative Peter L
Peterson at a Nalional Seminar on
the Public Procurement Regulations
2003.

Speaking: al the inaugural ses-
sion, Acting World Bank head
Muhinder § Mudahar said over the
years the public procurement sys-
tern suffered from opaque procure-
ment practices, a lack of transpar-

encv and lnad efjuate accouﬂgbliiry

mechanisms, inclading rent-

seeking practices.

"This situation leads to wasteful
use of searce public resources,
domestic or bommowed. At a more
fundamental level, it causes erosion
of public confidence and adversely
affegts the national investment
climate, " he observed,

The success of the reforms: in
public procurement depends not
only on the government's political
will but also on support from the
employees, Mudaharadded.

The Central Procurement
Technical Unit of the
Implementation, Monitoring and
Evaluation Division (IMED) of the
Ministry of Planning organised the
seminar at the Bangladesh Institute
of Administration Management

ng budget

Fuug]dﬁg Jﬁ IMED Secretary Manik-
omaddar chaired the fnaugural
session,

State Minister for Finance and
Planning Anwarul' Kabir Talukder
attended the. seminar as special
guest,

Speaking at tHe seéminar,
Anwartil Kabir: Talukder said the
time has come to fight' unitedly
againstcorruption. "Corruptionwill
reduceifthereisa combined effort,”
hesaid, L}

The state minister termed the
formulation of the public procures
ment regulation 4 major teform,
adding that it was done in'a rela-
tivelyshorttime.

In hisspeech, Peterson said good
practices reduce costs and produce
timelyresults; poorpracticesleadto

. SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Rokia Afzal Rahman

Rokia, Sher‘aton
win AmCham
business awards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rokia Afzal Rahman, a lea ing,
entrepreneur, and Dhaka Sh
Hotel have won the anniial busiuess
awards of American (‘:hambe; of
Commerce in Banghdgsh
[.a‘\mCham)

The awards, . mnC‘.han‘i‘&a;ua,l
Business Awards-2002, were, pre-

sented at a gala ceremony at Dhaka |

SheratonHotel yesterday,

Rokia, chair and managing
director of RR Cold Storage Ltd. and
alsp, chairman of Arlinks Group,
received  the award in business
executive oftheyearcategory,

Dhaka Sheraton' Hotel got the
award as the outstanding American
companyoftheyear,

US Ambassador Harry K Thomas

| | gaveawayprizestotherecipients,

Rokia' was given the award for
demonstrating strong ethical prin-
ciples in business and trade,
AmCham said.

She has combined success in
business with commitient and
dedication to women entrepreneur-
ship: development. Through her

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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