Probe body fails
to submit report
on anthem

glitch

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The three-member probe body
constituted to investigate the tech-
nical glitéh that stopped playing the
nationall anthem on audio at the
daunch of the Commonwealth
Patliamentary Association (GPA)’
conference on October 7 could not
submititsreportintime:

Prime Minister Khaleda ¥ia, who
ordered the probe, gave the commit-
tee d8hoursto come upwithitsreport;
but it could not make any headway
beforethedeadlineyesterday,

Officials of the chief whip's office
said they did not get anyinstruction
until yesterday and could'not name
othermembersofthe probe body.

"I am busy here (Bangladesh-
China Friendship Centre) through-
out'the day, when will | investigate
the matters” asked Chief Whip
Khandakar Delwar Hossain, head of
the probe body, yesterday evening.

Sp'anish diplomat,
11 others die in
attacks in Iraq

ReuTERS/AP/ABE, Baghdad

Triple attacks in Baghdad killedia
Spanish diplomat, a US soldier and
al least ten Iraqis yesterday, exactly
half a year since the American
troopsoccupiedthecity.

A suicide! car bomber. crashed
through the gates of a police station,
killing at least three policemen and
seven civilians and woundingscores
in theblast; Iraqgi policesaid.

"It was definitely ‘a suicide
bomb," one policeman said at the

scene, "We found' the head of the
attacker. It had been blown off his
body, He was bearded, and his body
wascharred."

In -another part of town, Jose
Antonio Bermal, a Spanish air force
sergeant attached to the embassy,
was gunned down after apparently
answering the door athis residence,
He was described as an information
attacheinthe Iragi capital.

"The  attackers arrived at the
home of Bemal in' a car bearing
foreign licence plates and fired

several times at the attache whenhe

opened the door," a Spanish foreign
ministry statermentsaid, i

Security ‘has been: tightened
outside the Spanish embassy in
Baghdad.

Near the town of Baquba, about:
40 miles northeast from the Tragi
caplta] an' American. soldier was
killed in arocket-propelled grenade
attack on a rnilitaty convoy early
yesterday, a US military spokes-
woman said:

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

| CPA workshop

‘proliferation of terrorist activities

“old Middle Bast conflicts was identi-

‘many: lawmakers: also denounted

denounces
attack on Syria

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Commonwealth lawmakers yester-
day emphasised identifying and
understanding the root causes of

for effective anti-terroristn mea-
suresacrosstheglobe,
Non-resolution' of the decades-

fied by them as a deterrent to defus-
ing spill-over tensions at various
places allover oftheworld.

At a workshop titled 'Anti-
Terrorism Legislation: Have We
Achieved Any Tangible Results,'

the ‘recent’ unwarranted’ Israeli
attackon Syria.

St Lankan lawmaker GL Peiris
moderated the workshop held at
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre as part of the
49th Conference of the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Bangladésh among
12 with no freedom
of information law

REAZ Ammn_nndmmmwm Liron

Bangladesh figures on allist of 12
countries without the freedom of
information law and the 'habits of
secrecy' contributes to corruption
that leaches away: economic life-
blood, a Commonwealth rights
group said, }

The "Open Sesame', the
Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI) report, 2003, says
42 others of 54-member
Commonwealth either have specific
law that guarantees access to infor-
mation or explicit constifutional
guarantees,

The Daily Star obtained a copy of

the report from: Commonwealth

'Parliamentary Association |(CPA)

headquarters officials yesterday.
"Research shows...countries
with access to information: laws
are...perceived to be the least cor-
rupt, Tn 2002, of the 10 countries
scoring best in Transparency

International's annual Corruption:

I’erceptjuns Index; no fewer than
eight bhave effective legislation

‘enabling the public to see govern=

mentfiles,” thereportsaid.

"Ofthe 10 countries perceived to
be worst when it‘comes to corrup-
tion, notevenonehad afimctioning
access toinformationregime,”

Bangladesh was pegged as' the

most cormupt c:r.mntry 'fm: lh:ee_
straight years from 2001 02003 by,

theTransparencyInternational.

The CHRI'report says a, g1mmn-j:
teed right to access toinformationis
an essential, practical anti-,
corruptionmeastre.

"Corruption undermines
democracy. It creates a culture of
impunity destroying the Tule of law.
and creatinga class of overlords who
need secrecy to, Keep their dark

« ‘deedshiddenindarkplaces,”

"Crooked ' politicians care. little.
for their representative duties and
serve those who can pay rather than

‘(hosewho elected them. Inthe worst

SEE PAGE 11 GOL: 1

Inadequacies in
two private
universities
found

STAFRICORRESPONDENT

The high-powered inguiry commit-
tee formed to assess the status of
private universities found' ‘inade-
quacies’ in both the universities; it
visited yesterday at Dhanmondi in
thecity sourcessaid.

The committee members, led by
University (Grants [Commission

“(UGC) Chairman Prof Mohammad
Asaduzzaman, visited the Peoplels
University of Bangladesh and the
Darul lhsanUmucmty

"There are inadequacies in hoth
the universities, and their sponsors
seerned to be driven by business
motive, rather than charity for
education,” a member of the com-
mittee told The Daily Star, request-
inganonymity.

But the tmm:-mty authorities
tried to explain why they could not
fulfil the UGC critekia, hesaid,

"During 'the: visit, we tried' to
assess infrastructure, classroom
conditions, laboratory and) library
facilities, the number of teachers,
their educational qualifications and
the methods of teaching at the
universities,” themember added.

The UGCE formed the nine-

- SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Gulshan Lake turned iﬁto-a sea of death yesterday as scores of fish died from suspected high toxicity/in the water. Recent rains have increased pollution/of

the lake water, washing in toxic waste from nearby factorles and drains.

PHOTO! STAR

| Alliance toasts

two years in
power today

PM's address to
nation at 7pm
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The BNP-led rulingalliance of Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia celebrates
today its two vears in power, mixed
with successes and failures.

The BNP, jamaat-e-Islami,
Bangladesh Jatiya Patty (BJP) and

I Tslami OikyaJore107) forgedicoati-

tion diring theinmovement agalnst
the Awami lieague government and
contested' the Qctober 1 general
election combinedly. The coalition
roared into. power, bagging over
lwo-thirds'sgatsi.npaﬂlﬂmem.

Thoughthere wasa commitment
to form a 4-party coalition govern-
ment, the BJP and the 10] have not
yetbeenincludedinthe cabinet.

To highlight the occasion, the
prime minister will address the
nation over Bangladesh Television
and Betarat 7:00pm.

Inclement wedther meanwhile
forced the. government to defer a
meeting scheduled for Wednesday
toOctober 189,

The BNP has not yet imple-

mented much of its 32-point elec-

tionpledges.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Crime, corruption
mar success of
ruling alliance

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Corruption, crime, price hike of |

essentials, government's indeci-
sion, excessive dependency on
bureaucracy and administrative

isluggishness have. largely, marred
“the achievenents of the two-year-

old government nf Prime Minister
KhaledaZia.

It ‘appears that corruption has
pervaded all sectors as Bangladesh
was pegged as the most commupt
country in the world for the third
straightyear bya sleaze watchdog.

The government took more than
200 steps to improve law and order,
but murder, kidnap, rape, extortion
and a spate of other crimes contin-
ved to be the prime’ concern of
people.

The, setting up of special tribu-
nals, quick 'disposal of sensitive
cases and passage of tougher laws
against acid attacks and repression
an women and children have
broughtsomereliefto people.

Conflicts in policy’ decision,
rivalry among senior ministers,
discord between ministers and state

ministers; conflict between minis-
ters. and bureaucrats, inner-
grouping and warofattritionamong
ministers are affecting government
activities and presenting a drag on.
development.

Apparent dual ritle, dominance:
of a youngsters, lack of testedTead-

“ership, inadeguate number of

skilled and experienced ‘politicians
are slowing downthe activities ofthe
government that took office with
overtwo-thirdsmajority:
Compared to the previous BNP
administration that ruled from 1981
to early 1996, the present govern-
ment seems to. suffer from serious
lack of dynamism as the main-
stream leadership has been cor-
neredbyinexperienced youngsters.
Nowadays, most cabinet minis-
ters and ‘senior BNP policyinakers,
marginalised in the past two years,
apparently hesitate to own the
government and take responsibility
for government actions, They feel
everything depends on two' power
centres - one at Nakhalpara (the
Prime  Minister's Office). and' the
SEE PAGE 19/COL 4

Bol chief's money link
with Shinepukur
under question

Mahmudur Rahman still gets Tk 5 lakh a month,

benefits from the company; he 'issues’ office

memos, gives 'technical support'

STAR REPORT

Allepations have been raised against
the executive chairman of the Board
of Investment (Bol), Mahmudur
Rahman, a high profile governiment
functionary, that he continues to
receive huge financial benefits from

Shinepukur Ceéramigs, even bwo
vears after he had left the company
as its managing director and chief
executiveofficer.

Reliable sources have comeé up
with documents. to prove that the
company still bears Mahmudur
Rahrman's various expenses includ-

ing his expenses on credit card,
cellphone and utility bills and even
houserents.

But the most controversial alle-
gation'is that Shinepukur Ceramics
still transfers Tk 5 1akh every month
tohisaccountatIFICbank. Sources

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Saarc members meet
Oct 14 to discuss
free trade area

Dhaka to ask for waiver on
anti-dumping measures
jorregional LDCs

STAR REPORT

Seven South Asian countries will sit
inKathmandu October 14 to discuss
details of the meastires needed for
cstab]ishjng a free trade area in the
region.

A three-member Bangladesh
delegation representing the foreign
and cammerce ministries and
Bangladesh Tariff Commission will

participate in the four-day expert
committeemeeting,

Bangladesh's position for the
‘meeting was finalised yesterday, It
basically wanis that the four
regional least developed countries
(LDCs) Bangladesh, the Maldives,
Nepal and Bhutan -- be kept out of
anti-dumping, countervailing and
safeguard measures.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Shms af Tk 300/
aers at Tk ]400,"

UN peacekeeping
not enough
CPA wurkshop told

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Reforming, the United Nations has
become imperative to. maintain

|| global peace; as the existing mecha-

nisms to preserve world order @mre
inadequate, a workshop of the 49th
Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA). conference was
toldyesterday,

British lawmaker Cheryl Gillan,
‘moderating the workshop, "Do 'We
Have Adeguate Peacekeeping

Mechanisms for Preserving World
Order! at Bangladesh-China
Friendship Conference Centre, told
newspersons the CPA delegates
viewed the présent peacekeeping
instruments as insufficient’ for
global peace.

"The UN is well aware ofits own
failures, The secretany general (UN)
has himself emphasised reform
withinthe world body," she said.

"The UNis extremelyvaluable an
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Announcing the Nominees for
‘Women's Agripreneur Oscars!

Tina Salem and Nazrul Islam of ATDP announced the nominees

And The Nominees Are....

Raliima Malmood, Tahmina Jinat, Daly Halder, Kamrun Firoze, Raoshan
Ara, Zeba Rasheed Chowdhury, Sabina Yesmin, Sarker Selina Raflunan,
Nusrat Bari, Selina Quader, Jahanara Begum, Bilkis Chowdhury, Faridg
Yasmin, Aparna Paul, Bilkis Mortuja Pervin, Saleha Akhter, Nasima Sullana,
Farhana Rahman Ning, Shahida Khanam, Krishibid Fatema Igbal, Mahfuza
Ahmed, Rahena Khanam, Monika Mustari Arju, Shamim Ara Begum, Akhter
Shamsi Ara Parvin, Shahjadi Begum and Fakrun Nahar Sheli

o

'ATDP dnnounced the nominees for the 15 Women's Agribusiness Plan Competition on
October 9, 2003. The judging panel comprised of CEQ's of Total Lubricants, Banoful & Co.,

M M Agha Ltd, Adcomm Ltd,, Wimpy and ATUB selected the nominees: dﬂer evaluatingimore
than forty enlries received nationwide.

Coming Attraction: Announcement of the Semi-finalists!

ATDP, ABM Tower, Road # 113/A, Plot # 8, Guishan 2, Dhaka-1212 :
Phone: 988-2009, 088- 6969, Fax: §82- 5626, Email: wagnpreneur@atdp 'biz, Website: www.atdp.biz g




