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Bush to push
Vajpayee for
troops during
talks in US

LANS, New York:

Prime Minister Atal BihariVajpayee
arrived here late on Friday on an
eight-day visit during which he will
meet US President George W Bush,
wha'is expected to again urge India
to send troops to police post-war
Irag.

The meeting, to take place on
Tugsday on the sidelines of the 58th
session of the UN General
Assembly, is the highlight of the
trip, which will also see Vajpayee
address the UN und hold bilateral
talks with several world leaders,
including Russian President
Viadimir Putin.

Although the Indian stand that
troops would be sent to Iraqg only
after the UN had a "key role" to play
in the country had been reiterated
often enough by Vajpayee, officials
said Bush was expected to bring the
matterupyet again.

But, the officials said, New Delhi
would stick to its stand, which was
again voiced by Vajpayee in Ankara
anSeptember 17,

European trio for rapid
power transfer in Iraq

AFPB, Berlin

Britain, France and Germany joined
forces yesterday to call for a transfer
of power inlraq "4s quickly as possi-
ble" and a central role for the United
Nations, while falling to hide their
differences.

Atsummit talks in Berlin, leaders
of the three major European powers
said they broadly agreed on the need
forarapid transition,

"We all want to see a stable and
democratic Irag and that the transi-
tion to democracy occurs as quickly
as possible,” Britain's Prime
Minister Tony Blair saicl.

"Whatever the positions in the
conflict, the entire world has an
interest in seeing these things hap-
pen, Whatever the differences there
are, they can be resolved and T am
sure theywill be."

He said the fact that discussions
were taking place at the United

Nations on a possible regolution for
post-war Iraq "indicates the agree-
ment on the key role that the UN
should have."

"It is in everyone's interest that
we reach agreement and I believe
that we will."

But German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder and French President
Jacques Chirac acknowledged that
while they agreed on the broad
outlines, there werestill differences,

Schroeder said there was s "need
for discussions,” and Chirac said the
concerns of London, Paris and
Berlin "were not yet completely
convergent.”

Pressed on that question, the
French president said they did not
agree "on the modalities (of a transi-
tion) and the calendar.”

Saturday's two-hour trilateral
talks were designed to heal Europe's
bitter diplomatic wounds over the
US-led Iraq war, which was sup-
ported by Britain but fiercely

apposed by France and Germany:

Washington is currently trying to
draft a résolution that would share
the financial and military burden of
Iraq)'s reconstruction,

All three posed for photographs
before heading inside for a sched-
uled two-hourwarking Iunch.

Later they were to hold a joint
news conference where they were
expected to underline a minimum
consensus on the need to stabilise
postswar [rag.

The talks were also due to focus
on EU reforms, notably a new con-
stitution to underpin the bloc after it
expands to 25 members nexi year
and Franco-German aspirations of
developing an independent EU
military capability.

But Traq was at the heart of the
summit, which comes as
Washington prepares to draw up a
UN resolution aimed at sharing the
financial and military burden of
Irag)’s reconstruction.

France and Germany, which
fiercely opposed the war, want a
greater UN role and a faster transfer
of power to Iraqi civilian authaorities
than Washington appears ready to
concedeso far,

Nevertheless, Berlin and Paris
have shown recentsigns of compro-
mise, with the former offering to
help train Iraqi police and military
and the latter now talking of a "sym-
holic" transfer of power.

The United Nations must play "a
central role" in Iraq, Schroeder
emphasised in an-article Friday in
the NewYorkTimes.

But in an interview Saturday in a
German daily, he reiterated that
Germany was ready to help "so that
there is a prospect for stability and
demaocracyin Irag.”

Britain, the United States'
staunchest ally in prosecuting the
war, shares the US view that a trans-
fershould not be rushed.

PHOTO: AFP

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder (L) greets French President Jacques Chirac (C) and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair upon their arrival yesterday in the courtyard of the chancellery in Berlin, before a working lunch. The three
leaders held talks aimed at finding common ground on stabilising troubled Irag and healing Europe's diplomatic

wounds over the US-led war.

FHOTO: AFR
Accompanied by feliow parliament members, Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Kolzumi (C) raises his fist as he yells out after winning re-election
as president of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) at the LDP's head-
quarters In Tokyo yesterday. Kolzumi easily reelected as president of the
ruling LDP, virtually ensuring the nation's premiership.

UN observers call for
truce along LoC

AFP, Istamald

UN military observers monitoring
skirmishes between Indian and
Pakistani troops in disputed
Kashmir urged the nuclear neigh-
bours tolay down arms for good,

The ceasefire call by the United
Nations Military Observers Group in
India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP)
came ahead of this Sunday's
International Dayof Peace.

The day "should be regarded like
achance to cease all hostilities for as
long a time as possible,” it said in a
rare publiestatement on Friday.

"The conflict over Jammu and

Kashmir has cost many lives, caused
much tragedy and could, sadly,
continue to affect the stability of the
region foryears to come.

"It is UNMOGIP's hope that the
parties to the conflict will embrace
this opportunity to lay down their
arms and observe the International
Day of Peace on 21 September, and
preferably notonly that day.

Pakistani and Indian troops trade
fire almost daily across the 767
kilometer (475 mile) Line of Control
(LoC), ade-facto border drawn upin
1971 along ceasefire lines dating
backto the neighbours first war aver
Kashmirin 1948,

Ex-president of
Bosnia dies

XINHUA, Belgrade

Former President of the Bosnia-
Herzegovina collective presidency,
Alija Izetbegovic, 78, died of illness
on Friday in a Sarajevo hospital, the
Tanjug news agency reported.

The Tanjug news agency quoted
local "BN"TVas reporting on Friday
night that Izetbegovic died of "long
and serious” illness on Friday, but
Tanjug emphasised that the news
had not been officially confirmed,

“The authority in Sarajevo won't
announce the death now” because a
memorial ceremony 8 scheduled
for Saturday and former US
President Bill Clinton is to attend the
ceremony, Tanjug reported by quot-
ing"BN"TV.

The Beta news agency sald in a
report Friday night that "trusty
sources” from the hospital denied
the news of lzetbegovic's death,
saying that "health condition: of
lzgiherovic js serious, but it hasp't,
thangad, H‘?Tﬂpdl‘l]’!&, with recent,
three days."

Confused BJP
waits for PM to
decide on Joshi

TeE STATESMAN/ ANN, New Deallid

The confusion within the BJP
sparked off by Murli Manohar
Joshi's sticking to his stand and
resigning from the government after
being chargesheeted by the Special
Court in Rae Bareli, could continue
until Atal Beharl Vajpayee returned
froman extended foreign tour.

Closely linked to the manner in
which the party will deal with the
sitwation arising from the orders of
the Special Court will be its election
campaign in Madhya Pradesh.
Would Miss Uma Bharati continue
to be projected as the chief ministe-
rial candidate?

Thereis also an element of doubt
over the implications for LK Advani
against whom the Special Cotrt did
not file charges, Would he have
emerged polidcally stronger if he
too had been chargeshected? There
were rumblings this evening that he
hadgotonly himselfoutofa comer.

11 killed in Kashmir

gunfights

AFP, Srinagar

Nine suspected Islamic rebels and
two Indian soldiers were killed
yesterday in gun battles in Kashmir,
including an army raicl on a meeting
of top militants, defence sources
said,

The Indian army acting on a tip-
off surrounded a suspected rebel
hideout in Wahbugh village of
Pulwama district, 45 km south of
Kashmir's summmer capital Srinagar,
defence sources said,

The militants, who were in a
residential area, opened fire on the
soldiers as the army closed in. Six
rebels were killed and three soldiers
sustained injuries, a defence source
said.

"The fighting lasted for several
hours and a few militants are
believed to have escaped," anarmy
officertold AFR

A'spokesman for the Harkat- b
Mu_hhedm rebel group said its
district commander and another
district cormmander of the hardling
Jaish-e-Mohammad were among
the militants killed.

“The army raided the hideout
when an important meeting was
taking place,” the spokesman told a

local news agency.

In an encounter in southern
Kashmir, three Islamic rebels and
two Indian soldiers were killed in
the Bhimber Gali area of Rajouri,
190 km west of Kashmir's winter
capital Jammu, army spokesman
Colonel Bhanwar Rathore said.

He said the fighting erupted
during a search operation by the
Indlan army in the area, which lies
close to Pakistan-administered
Kashmir,

A ldeyear Islamic insurgency
against Indian rule in Kashmir has
left more than 38,000 people dead
by official count. Separatists put the
toll at between 80,000 and 100,000,

The scenic region has seen a
surge in violence since troops
gunned down top Jaish-e-
Mohaminad commander Gazi Baba
in Srinagar on August 30. Since then
at least 244 people have died -in
Kashimir, most of them rebels and
clvilians,

Troops from India's Border
Security Foree (BSK) backed by
police Saturday unearthed a Jaish-
e-Mohammad hideout hidden
under a kitchen in Srinagar's
Qamarwari area, BSF spokesman
TirthaAcharya told AFP

Train-bus collision
kills 40 in Pakistan

AFP REUTERS, BBC ONLINE, Lahore

At least 40 people were killed in
a powerful collision early yester-
day when a train ploughed into
a packed bus on a railway cross-
ing in central Pakistan, police
said.

"At least 40 peaple have died.
Their body parts are scattered
on both sides of the train track,"
said Khalid Ahmed, a police
officer based in the central
Punjab town of Malikwal near
the accident sites

According to one police offi-
cial quoted by Reuters, the
death toll was at least 40,

The cast<bouvnditrain
rammed into thedd-seatér bus
as It drove across the railway
tracks at around 8:25 am (0325
GMT), Ahmed said, killing most
of the bus passengers. Eight
others were critically wounded,

"“The bus was on the railway
line at the crossing," police

officer Mohammad Naeem told
AFP by telephone from the twin
town of Mandi Bahaudin.

"No onewas hurt on the train
and the train did not derail.
There is nothing left of the bus,"
Ahmed said.

The crash happened near
Malikwal, a town about 150 km
south of the capital Islamabad,
as the bus was attempting to
cross the railway track, local
police chiefWagar Haider said,

He said all those killed had
beenon board the bus,

The BBC's Zaffar Abbas in
Islamabad reports that nearly
all the train passengers escaped

| fm}?. )m:qd in the Lmsh which
lappened early on '%amrddy
between the towns of Lalamusa
and Surghuda in Punjab prov-
ince,

But nearly all the bus pas-
sengers were killed - at least 20
of them on the spot - and the
impact reduced parts of the

vehicle to twisted metal,

A number of people were
injured, six critically.

The police chief sald the
railway crossing did not have a
gate, nor any warning lights to
alert vehicles 10 oncoming
trains.

All train services have now
been suspended onthe line and
a full investigation is under
way.

A spokesman for the
Pakistan Railways said the
crash appeared to have been
caused by the bus driver's neg-
ligence,

Local villagers say it is the
third collisiohat the unmanded
level crossing in less than two
years, but despite repeated
demands, the railway authori-
ties had failed to install a gate.

Many railway orossings in
the Punjab, Pakistan's most
populous province, are without
gates and warning signals,

Aratat praises UN vote urging

Israel to drop threat

AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian  leader Yasser Arafat
yesterday thanked all the United
Nations member states which voted
infavourofaresolution wgingIsrael
to drop its threat to "remove” him.

"This resolution was very impor-
tant and I thank all the states who
voted for it,” the veteran leader told
reporters outside his battered com-
pound in the West Bank city of
Ramallah,

"It shows that the position of the
international community is to

support Palestinian rights and gtress
that the Palestinians are under
oceupation, an occupation which
does not respect any resolution, any
lawor humanity.”

The UN General Assembly on
Friday overwhelmingly passed a
resolution by 133-4 votes calling on
Israel not to go ahead with its threat
to "remove” Arafat from the West
Bank.

AP adds: The incoming
Palestinian prime minister con-
demned President Bush's refusal to
deal with Yasser Arafat, saying fall-

ure to treat the Palestinian leacler as
apartner only hurts peace efforts.

Prime Minister-designate
Alimed Qureia’s criticism of US
policy on Friday signaled that he will
not challenge Arafat as did his pre-
decessor, Mahmoud Abbas.

Abbas resigned Sept, 6, after
months of wrangling with Arafat.
Israel and the United States had
pressed for the creation of the post
of prime minister in hopes of
sidelining Arafat, who they say is
tainted byterror.

Millions still in dark as Isabel fades away

US faces massive cleanup

AF, Baltimore

The floodwaters of Isabel ebbed
away from city streets and suburban
docks across the Mid-Adantic, but
millions of people remained with-
out power and faced the drudgery of
cleaning out basements and yards
overthe weekend.

Isabel raced into Canada on
Friday, dumping less rain and pack-
ing less of a punch than expected. By
the time it reached the frontier, it
had shriveled froma 100 mph hurri-
cane into a 30 mph tropical depres-
sion.

Despite its rapid weakening, the
storm caused at least 23 deaths and
potentially billions of dollars in
damage. Federal Emergency
Management Agency Director
Michael Brown warned that Isabel's
flooding threat may be a delayed
reaction,

"Because Isabel moved through
50 quickly, we're going to see some
blue skies and people will think it's
ull over with: But indeed we still have
a very good chance of some flash
Nooding. We will still have some
rivers that continue to creep up on
their banks and nvemplll " Brown
sald.

Gary and Kate Hathaway, who
live off a cove on Middle River in
Baltimore County, said they would

probably need to re-landscape their
backyard - ruined by flooding that
covered their back porch - and
possibly make foundation repairs to
thelrhome,

"When it blew in, it landed in our
backyard," Kate Hathaway said,
"Our housewaslike a moat.”

Shesaid she could hear their pier,
as well as pieces from other piers,
hitting their home during
Thursday'sstorm.

President Bush has: declared
federal disasters in Maryland,
Virginia and North Carolina.
Delaware officials say they probably
would make a disdSter request next
week.

In all, abowt & million people
from North Carolina to NewYork lost
power from lsabel - 1.6 million of
them in southeastern and central
Virginia, where uprooted trees and
downed power lines closed hun-
dreds of highways and secondary
roads. Debris was scattered every-
where. Long lines spilled around
gasaline stations that managed to
stay open.

By late Friday, nearly 1.3 million
Virginians were still without elec-
tricity,. A quarter-million people
remained without power in North
Carolina, and outages were wide-
spread in other Mid-Atlantic states.

Along North Carolina’s' Outer
Banks, where Isabel first made land
Thursday, Friday's brilliant sun-
shine brought the first real glimpse
of the destruction. In the town of
Kitty Hawk alone, at least three
fishing piers crumbled into the surf
and about 25 oceanfront homes
were destroyed or ripped from their
foundations,

Onthe only highway through the
120-mile barrier islands, long
stretches were simply erased, or left
pocked with asphalt craters:. Near
the Cape Hatteras Lighthduse,
Isabel's storm surge tore a new inlet
that stranded 300 residents and
floated at least one house into the
Pamlico  Sound. Authorities were
still working to account for all of the
4,000 coastal residents who refused
to evacuate,

Brooks Stalnaker of Harlowe
along the Neuse River in Craven
County described riding out the
storm in a neighbor's house while
watching the river destroy his own
home.

"The water was banging against
the center (window) pane; and I told
my wife, "It can't take much more of
this." About 10 minutes later, she
started erying and said, 'Oh my God,
there it goes.' We saw it go. It looked
like it just collapsed within.”

PHOTO: AFP
A manstands on a roof as water from the Chesapeake Bay crashes down Friday in North Beach, Maryland. Hurricane
Isabel gave the Maryland Bay area the highestflooding in recent memory.
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