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Prime Minister Khaleda Zia speaks at the opening ceremony of the United Nations Decade for Literacy (2003-2012) on 
International Literacy Day at the Osmany Auditorium in Dhaka yesterday.

US Open
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dium, pounding 23 aces past the 
dazed Spaniard.

Ferrero will assume the number 
one world ranking on Monday but it 
will be small consolation for the 23 
year-old, who was confident he 
could add a US Open crown to the 
French Open title he won in June.
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Though Pakistan start the match at 
Multan as favourites after their 3-0 
v ic tory  in  the Test  ser ies,  
Bangladesh for the first time will feel 
they have got what it takes to 
embarrass the hosts after that 
glorious one-wicket defeat in the 
third Test at the same venue on 
Saturday. 

While Khaled Mahmud's men will 
try to put an end to their 39-match 
losing streak, new Pakistan captain 
Inzamamul Haq will definitely be out 
to prove a point after that nerve-
racking third Test that cost their 
skipper Rashid Latif. 

Inzamam, who scored a magnifi-
cent unbeaten 138 to save the 
blushes of the home side, yesterday 
announced that they have already 
dedicated the five-match one-day 
series to their disgraced captain. 
Latif has been slapped with a five-
match one-day international ban for 
unfair play against Bangladesh in 
the final Test.

But a brave hearted Mahmud 
has taken up the challenge in his 
strides. 

"I think, we never played with a 
plan in the past. But now we have a 
target and that is to win. We will give 
our 100 per cent to achieve that as 
we did in the Test series," said a 
confident Bangladesh skipper.

"There is no meaning if we go out 
there and hang around without 
hitting the ball. Instead of occupying 
the crease, we are going to score 
runs this time. I won't mind if some-
one gets out while doing what he 
has been asked to do," he said.

Mahmud's positive thinking is 

reflected in the choice of Habibul 
Bashar and Mohammad Ashraful to 
open the innings. Both players are 
free scoring and aggressive by 
nature with Bashar fresh from the 
Test series, where he finished as the 
highest run scorer from both sides.    

Talking to the reporters after the 
final training, Mahmud said that the 
composition for the first one-day 
had almost been finalised. And all 
that was left was whether to play 
Mushfiqur Rahman, one of the three 
players who joined the team after 
the Tests, or Sanwar Hossain. 

Mushfiq played his last interna-
tional match against Zimbabwe in 
April 2001. Sanwar on the other 
hand played only the Karachi Test. 

Although team management 
wanted to include Mushfiq, but the 
state of the pitch has left coach Dav 
Whatmore in two minds on whether 
to bank on a seamer all-rounder or a 
spinner all-rounder.

Rajin Saleh, after a fantastic Test 
series, will make his one-day debut 
by coming in at number three.

Tushar Imran and Alok Kapali, 
who has recovered from a nasty cut 
above the right eye, will bat at num-
ber four and five while captain 
Khaled Mahmud is set to bat at 
number six. Wicketkeeper Khaled 
Mashud will come at number seven. 
Mohammad Rafique will act as the 
lone spinner while Hasibul Hossain 
will share the new ball with 
Mashrafee-bin-Mortuza. 

SQUADS
BANGLADESH (from): Khaled 
M a h m u d ,  H a b i b u l  B a s h a r,  
Mohammad Ashraful, Rajin Saleh, 
Tushar Imran, Alok Kapali, Khaled 
Mashud, Mushfiqur Rahman, 

Mohammad Rafique, Hasibul 
Hossain, Mashrafee-bin-Mortuza, 
Sanwar Hossain, Alamgir Kabir, 
Tapas Baishya and Hannan Sarkar.
PAKISTAN (from): Inzamam-ul-
Haq, Mohammad Hafeez, Imran 
Nazir, Yasir Hameed, Yousuf 
Youhana, Abdur Razzak, Shoaib 
Malik, Kamran Akmal, Junaid Zia, 
Umar Gul and Shabbir Ahmed, 
Younis Khan, Danish Kaneria and 
Salman Butt.
Umpires: Aleem Dar (Pakistan) and 
Russell Tiffin (Zimbabwe).

Rivals gear up for one-day duel

New NBR chief
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as secretary of the Ministry of 
Industries and hands over charge 
today to the newly appointed NBR 
C h a i r m a n  K h a i r u z z a m a n  
Chowdhury, former secretary of the 
ministry of food.

"Not all the dishonest people of a 
country can be made honest by any 
state mechanism or any institutional 
efforts until and unless the people 
concerned do not rectify them-
selves," he said when asked about 
the widespread corruption at the 
customs department.

3 schoolboys
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The accident occurred when a 
Dhaka-bound BRTC double-decker 
collided with another bus that tried 
to overtake it at about 12:15pm. The 
BRTC bus hit the 'Nirapad' bus from 
behind killing the three schoolboys 
occupying rear seats.

Hearing the news, the boys from 
Jahangirnagar University School 
and College and Cantonment Public 
School and College came out on the 
road and damaged two buses. 

Police came to the spot 45 min-
utes after the accident took place 
and recovered the bodies of the 
three schoolboys and rushed the 
injured to hospital. Ten critically 
injured people were sent to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital.    

IMF team
FROM PAGE 1

said, "There is a lot of things left to 
be done."

Saifur said he had discussed 
different programmes under the 
Interim-Poverty Reduction Strategy 
Paper (I-PRSP). "They are satisfied 
with our progress."

The IMF team and Saifur also 
discussed risks in the nationalised 
commercial banks (NCBs) reforms, 
future steps to keep reforms on 
track and interest rates.

The IMF that feels the need to 
lower interest rates strongly advo-
cated strengthening the NCB 
reforms to that end.

The delegates held meetings 
with the officials of Bangladesh 
Bank and finance ministry on 
reforms in the NCBs, state-owned 
enterprises, energy sector, national 
savings instruments and export 
sector, among other issues. 

They will meet local representa-
tives of the international donors and 
the opposition leaders tomorrow. 

Hasina blames 
PM for making 
JS inactive 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) President 
Sheikh Hasina has accused the 
prime minister of destroying the 
hard-earned democracy by making 
the Jatiya Sangsad non-functional. 

"We cannot speak for people in 
parliament due to autocratic nature of 
this government," the leader of the 
opposition said. People will bring her 
(prime minister) to justice for destroy-
ing democracy, she added.

Hasina was addressing a rally at 
Shyampur in the city yesterday, 
organised by Demra and Shyampur 
thana units of her party protesting 
the killing of Sharif Mohammad 
Mozammel, general secretary of 
Ward- 90 unit of the city AL.

She called upon AL leaders and 
workers to join the ongoing move-
ments of different professional 
bodies including that of the lawyers 
against misrule of the government. 

The BNP-Jammat-led alliance 
government has no right to cling to 
power any more as it has failed to 
run the country and provide mini-
mum security to people, Hasina 
said. "Joining hands with people, we 
will topple the present rulers and 
bring peace in the country."

The AL chief called upon people to 
express 'no confidence' in the present 
government by joining the AL's mass 
procession on September 15 and 
observing a countrywide dawn-to-
dusk hartal on September 25.

The alliance government is 
planning to export natural gas, 
Hasina alleged and  urged  people 
to unitedly resist this. 

The opposition leader referred to 
the recent killings of AL leaders and 
said such killings, persecution and 
harassment could not foil the move-
ment against the government.  

Presided over by Habibur 
Rahman Mollah, former lawmaker 
from the area, the rally was also 
addressed by  party leaders Abdur 
Razzak, Tofail Ahmed, Abdul Jalil, 
Matia Chowdhury, Mohammad 
Hanif and Mofazzal Hossain 
Chowdhury Maya.
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Students of the institute are 
demanding a change in syllabus, 
computer facilities at all the depart-
ments, elimination of session jams 
and improvement of the exams sys-
tem.

The students of the first year (old) 
and third year have organised demon-
strations in the last two months to 
press home their demands. They also 
boycotted their exams scheduled for 
August 11. 

Students alleged that the institute 
authorities have decided to hold 
exams without finishing the courses. 
They also said the teachers lost the 
result sheet of an examination of third-
year students of the drawing and 
painting department.

They claimed that session jams 
were the result of the failure to improve 
the examination system. In every 
department of the DU, some changes 
were made to improve the system. 
"Our teachers usually take six to seven 
months to publish results and that 
aggravates session jams," a student 
said. 

The university rules have made it 
mandatory to publish the results of 
examinations within three months.

Some teachers of the institute said 
the university authorities are not giving 
the financial support that the institute 
needs. They said students of eight 
batches are now enrolled, though the 
infrastructure of the institute was 
designed for only four batches. Many 
students cannot attend the theoretical 
classes regularly due to lack of space 
in classrooms. 

Activists of student organisations 
and some general students who did 
not have the required attendance 
percentage to sit for the exams kept 
the office room, common room and 

library of the institute locked for eight 
days recently.

"We have informed the DU authori-
ties of our problems several times but 
they have not responded," a teacher of 
institute said, adding that the DU 
authorities do not appoint teachers for 
more than two years and that has 
created a shortage of teachers at the 
institute.

Prof Abul Hashem Khan of the 
institute said administrative and 
bureaucratic tangles and shortage of 
classrooms and teachers are the main 
reasons behind session jams.

He also said political pressure 
sometimes forces the teachers to 
delay examinations.   

To eliminate the academic backlog, 
honours courses were introduced at 
the institute replacing the traditional 
system (two years for pre-degree 
courses, three for degree and two for 
master's courses) but that has not 
produced any positive results so far, 
another teacher said. 

The last batch of the traditional 
system could not complete their 
courses in 13 years. 

Fine Arts students 

Credit rating
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mandatory to prevent weak issues 
from entering the capital market. 
The rating will help the market 
regulators as well as general inves-
tors to assess financial heath of 
companies.

Mandatory credit rating is pres-
ently applicable only for issues 
going for rights and bonus shares, 
not for initial public offerings (IPO). 

The Commission meeting which 
took the decision observed that 
many companies had been offering 
no return against investment of the 
shareholders.

The DSE on Sunday witnessed 
Tk 2.19 crore turnover, the lowest 
since automated trading was intro-
duced in 1998. The turnover how-
ever rose to Tk 2.54 crore yesterday.

DSE sources say if such lacklus-
ter trading continues, most of the 
brokerage houses would be forced 
to suspend trading on the bourse.

The capital market regulators 
hope the credit rating would also 
increase the market depth and 
restore investors' confidence.

The companies with weak funda-
mentals are usually used as tools to 
manipulate share prices, said an 
SEC source.

Presen t l y,  Cred i t  Ra t ing  
International Services Ltd (CRISL) 
is the sole credit rating company 
operating in Bangladesh. But 
sources said a few more companies 
have already applied to the SEC for 
permission.

According to another SEC 
source, yesterday's meeting also 
approved the appointment of 
Salahuddin Ahmed Khan, an asso-
ciate professor of Finance and 
Banking of Dhaka University, as the 
DSE chief executive officer.

Literacy plans
FROM PAGE 12

education and mentioned various 
programmes undertaken for devel-
opment of education in the country.

Ministers, MPs, senior civil and 
military officials, diplomats, academ-
ics and a large number of teachers 
were present at the function.

Student abducted 
by relative, 
rescued after 
5 days
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

The Detective Branch (DB) of police 
rescued a madrassah student five 
days after his abduction for ransom 
by one of his relatives. 

Shahid, son of late Abdus Satter 
of Birdal village under Kanaighat 
upazila and a student of Tikorpara 
Hafizia Madrassah, was abducted 
by Sohel, his uncle Nuruddin's 
brother-in-law, on September 2.

Failing to get Tk 3.5 lakh from 
Nuruddin, Sohel abducted Shahid 
and demanded ransom of the same 
amount. 

Settling for Tk 1 lakh in ransom 
following negotiations, Sohel sent 
Hena, his sister-in-law, to the coun-
ter of the SA Paribahan, where the 
DB police arrested her. Police later 
arrested Sohel's wife Shammee 
from a restaurant. According to her 
statement, police rescued Shahid 
from a Baghbari residence at 
1:30am Monday. 

But police could not arrest Sohel.
A case was filed with Beanibazar 

Police Station. The arrestees were 
produced before a magistrate's 
court and sent to the prison. 

Hasina: Ctg
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see her visit as a move to put the 
party units in order and rekindle the 
morale of the rank and file after its 
debacle in the last parliamentary 
elections. The AL won only two 
(Raozan and Fatikchhari) of 15 
parliamentary seats in Chittagong. 
The party had fared better in the 
1996 elections when it won five 
seats including one from the city 
(Kotwali).

Hasina may also sit with some 
top-ranking leaders of the party's 
three units in the city, and north and 
south districts in an effort to help 
defuse tensions due to internecine 
feuds developed since the election 
debacle two years ago.

Sources said the city unit of the 
AL is having problems due to a long-
standing hostility between City 
Mayor and General Secretary of 
City AL ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury 
and AZM Nasiruddin. The situation 
in south district, particularly in 
Patiya upazila, is worse.

The three units yesterday held a 
joint preparatory meeting at the 
Muslim Hall Institute on the eve of 
Hasina's visit.

Top outlaw
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of district and metropolitan police 
led by Deputy Inspector General 
Abdul Aziz Sarker nabbed Debu and 
others from his rented apartment on 
the first floor of the house.

The outlaw was residing there 
identifying himself as a fish trader, 
Nitish. His wife Ratna Roy, daughter 
Priyanka, son Raju, sister Kajol and 
the other arrestees were also stay-
ing in that house.

 Vivekananda, chief security 
guard of Debu, was among the 
arrestees. The others were identi-
fied as Rabindra Nath, Sanjay 
Sana, Amitash Mallick, Anupam 
Kumar, Shukdev Mondol, Mahmud 
and Mukunda Kumar Mondol.

However police could not 
recover any arms from the house. 
Only a mobile phone set and a 
telephone index were recovered.

 Earlier in 1999, Debu had sur-
rendered to police with arms to take 
advantage of the general amnesty 
granted by the government. This is 
for the first time he has been 
arrested, police said. 

Security in the city has been 
stepped up following his arrest.

Igloo murder
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from the scene believed to have 
been used by Palash a few minutes 
before the murder.

However, police failed to nab 
other members of the gang till filing 
of this report at 9:00 last night.

Assailants gunned down Igloo 
near his residence at Purana Paltan 
on Friday afternoon. The victim's 
elder brother Abdus Salam Khan 
filed a case with Motijheel Police 
Station accusing Palash and his 
accomplices.

IGP in Ctg
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Khagrachhari and Bandarbon to 
improve the situation, officials said.

At a meeting with senior officials 
at police rest house in Nasirabad, 
the IGP asked them to speed up 
operation to rescue Jamaluddin 
Ahmed Chowdhury.

Meanwhile, police could not 
rescue Mohammad Junayed, a 
madrassah student, who was 
abducted from Gohira in Raozan, 
local sources said. 

Besides, law enforcers failed to 
nab any member of the abductor 
group -- Jamir bahini -- believed to 
have abducted schoolboy Noor 
Hossain Shoyeb. He managed to 
make an escape on Sunday morn-
ing and sought to identify the kid-
nappers' hideouts. 

5 pro-AL 
lawyers 
granted bail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

The High Court Division yesterday 
granted ad-interim anticipatory bail 
to five lawyers facing charges in two 
cases for the September 6 rampage 
on the Dhaka District and Sessions 
Judge's Court premises prior to the 
prime minister's visit. 

The five are Abdur Rahman 
Hawlader, Shah Alam Talukder, 
Mohammad Abu Abdullah Bhuiyan, 
M o h a m m a d  A l i  A k b e r  a n d  
Mohammad Saiful Islam.

A Division Bench of the court 
comprising Justice ABM Khairul 
Haque and Justice Salma Masud 
Chowdhury granted them anticipa-
tory bail till hearing of the rule issued 
by it in the two cases. The rule asked 
the government to explain within six 
weeks why they should not be 
granted permanent bail.

Delwar Hossain, assistant secre-
tary of the city Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal's 
ward No. 74, filed two cases against 
six pro-Awami League lawyers -- one 
for hurling bombs on a Jubo Dal 
procession and the other for attacks 
on Jubo Dal activists -- in the court 
area. Another accused is in jail.

Barrister Shawkat Ali Khan and 
Advocate Abdul Baset Mazumder 
moved the bail petition for the five 
lawyers.

Barrister Shawkat said the 
accused are practising lawyers and 
the allegations against them are 
absolutely false. 

The accused lawyers are inno-
cent, Advocate Abdul Baset said. 
Branding the complainant of the 
case as the actual offender in the 
alleged incident, he claimed the 
lawyers are victims of false charges.

Representing the state, the 
deputy attorney general told the 
court the lawyers are FIR-named 
(first information report) accused 
and specific allegations have been 
brought against them. He opposed 
their bail petition.  

Advocates Ozaer Farook, Abdul 
Matin Khosru and Mahbubey Alam 
were also present in the court for the 
petitioners.

Elderly man 
murdered in 
Keraniganj
UNB, Dhaka

An elderly man was stabbed to 
death by unidentified miscreants at 
Kaliganj under Keraniganj Police 
Station yesterday.

The victim was identified as 
Danesh, 60, hailed from Pikulia 
village in

Harirampur upazila of Manikganj 
district.

Hospital sources said a gang of 
miscreants stabbed Danesh in the 
abdomen as he came out of a local 
mosque in the morning.

He was taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital in critical condition 
at about 1:30pm where the doctors 
declared him dead.

The motive behind the killing 
could not be known. A case was filed 
with Keraniganj Police Station.

Acid thrown 
on class 
seven girl
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Criminals poured acid on a student 
of class seven at her residence in 
Gopalganj in the early hours Sunday.

A gang of three youths entered 
the bedroom of Monira Begum, 15, 
daughter of Emdad Hossain and a 
student of Rokeya Girls' High School 
at Bashudevpur, and poured acid on 
her face, chest and both hands 
Sunday night. 

The family members rushed to 
her hearing her scream. But they 
could not catch any of the three.

Monira was rushed to Gopalganj 
General Hospital. She was shifted to 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
yesterday evening.
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Khalishpur and Daulatpur by the AL 
and i ts  f ront  organisat ions 
demanded arrest of the killers of 
Kutu and Monzurul Imam, Khulna 
city AL president.

Police, Armed Police Battalion 
(APBn) and the BDR were deployed 
at different points in the city to avert 
clashes.

At a party meeting, AL leaders 
demanded immediate arrest of the 
killers of Imam, Advocate Bijon 
Bihari Mondol, Kutu and rickshaw-
puller Shaheed, who died in the 
bomb blast that also killed Imam.

Expressing grave concern over 
the persistent lawlessness and 
killings of party leaders, the speak-
ers at the meeting warned the 
government of an all-out movement 
if the killers were not brought to 
justice. 

The AL leaders strongly con-
demned the failure of police to catch 
the man who launched the bomb 
attack on the AL office on Saturday. 

Hartal in Khulna
They also criticised the police 
inability to arrange security for the 
top city AL leaders.

Security has been beefed up in 
the metropolitan city with deploy-
ment of the BDR and APBn.

Meanwhile, Sub-Inspector Hasan 
Hafizur, investigation officer (IO) of 
the Kutu murder case, prayed for five 
days' remand at a court yesterday for 
Shagor, who was known as 'Bomaru 
Shagor' picked up on Saturday 
midnight as a suspect.

But there has so far been little 
progress in the investigation into the 
murder. The IO said they had some 
clues that they were working on, but 
declined to give details.

Meanwhile, the condition of 
Pallab, former general secretary of 
Dakop upaz i la  un i t  o f  the  
Bangladesh Chhatra League and 
Jubo League leader Saiful Islam 
deteriorated yesterday. They are 
undergoing treatment for multiple 
injuries caused by splinters during 
Saturday's blast.  Doctors have 
advised better treatment abroad for 
Pallab and Saiful, sources said. 

The border outposts of the BDR 
in Satkhira district have been put on 
red alert following the recent mur-
ders in Khulna. Combing operations 
led by the BDR and police are also 
on to arrest the listed criminals. All 
transports operating on the Khulna-
Satkhira route are being checked.
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Fakirerpool, Segun Bagicha, 
Arambagh and Moghbazar has 
been proposed at Tk 2 crore per 
bigha (Tk 10 lakh per katha) from Tk 
1 crore a bigha now. Presently a 
katha of private land in the areas 
runs a price of Tk 20 lakh.

The price of land at Tejgaon 
industrial area has been proposed 
at Tk 60 lakh a bigha from the pres-
ent price of Tk 30 lakh. 

Government land adjacent to 
less than 60 feet roads has been 
proposed for a jump to Tk 1.60 crore 
a bigha, up from Tk 80 lakh a bigha. 
Land in Azimpur area, both adjacent 
to roads less than 60 feet wide or 
above has been proposed at Tk1.20 
crore a bigha from the current rate of 
Tk 60 lakh. 

Similarly, land at Sher-e-Bangla 
Nagar administrative area has been 
proposed at Tk. 1.20 crore per 
bigha.

In Khilgaon area, the price of 
land has been proposed at Tk 80 
lakh a bigha, up from Tk 40 lakh a 
bigha.

The price of land in Rajarbagh 
rehabilitation area has been pro-
posed at Tk 80 lakh per bigha and 
landed property within 10 feet of a 
paved road at Goran at Tk 40 lakh a 
bigha and in other areas there at Tk 
32 lakh a bigha.

Land in Mirpur carries a pro-
posed price tag of Tk 32 lakh a 

bigha. 
Talking to The Daily Star a real 

estate developer said although the 
price of private land was much 
higher than the government prop-
erty, any sale carried a registration 
cost on the basis of the government 
price. 

"The government price sets the 
standard and provides the basis for 
economics of real estate develop-
ment and housing plans," he added.

"If the government price doubles, 
the registration price rises in tandem 
and leaves a huge impact on devel-
opers and buyers. The price hike of 
city land will adversely effect peo-
ple's purchase capacity."

He said a land sale included a 
registration cost of 13 to 14 per cent 
of the government land price. 

"If the land rate is Tk 10 lakh a 
bigha, the registration fee will stand 
at Tk 1.3 lakh or more," he said. 

Land to get costlier

Mamata
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administered oath in the afternoon 
by President A P J Abdul Kalam at a 
brief function at Rashtrapati 
Bhawan. 

Gingee N Ramachandran, repre-
sentative of a small party MDMK in 
southern state of Tamil Nadu, also 
found his way back into the ministry 
as a minister of state two months 
after he was forced to quit in the wake 
of alleged involvement of his per-
sonal assistant in a cash-for-transfer 
scam in the finance ministry.

No por t fo l ios have been 
announced for Mamata and 
Ramachandran.

Mamata is likely to be offered 
Coal portfolio on her return though 
she had reportedly favored a more 
high-profile ministry like Urban 
Development, Surface Transport or 
Rural Development where she could 
have an opportunity to do something 
for her vote bank in West Bengal.

Mamata had quit Vajpayee cabinet 
as Railway Minister in February 2001 
to press for resignation of Defence 
Minister George Fernandes over 
alleged corruption in defence deals. 

After the resignation from the 
ministry at that time she had quit 
BJP-led National Democratic 
Alliance and joined hands with 
Congress in assembly polls in West 
Bengal. But the poor show by her 
party in the elections led to souring 
of ties with Congress and she 
returned to NDA fold after a few 
months.

That was the second time 
Mamata had left the Vajpayee 
ministry. Prior to that, she had put in 
her papers protesting sharp rise in 
prices of essential commodities 
before withdrawing her resignation.

In July this year when Vajpayee 
had undertaken an expansion of his 
ministry, Mamata was almost set to 
return to the cabinet but the plan fell 
flat after she stayed away protesting 
a move to induct her party colleague 
Sudip Bandopadhaya along with 
her.

Mamata had alleged that she 
was never consulted on the move to 
take Sudip into the ministry. 
Relations between Mamata and 
Sudip have for long remained 
strained. 
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same time keep an eye on any 
negative fallout and the associated 
risk factors.

He said given the reality of grad-
ual shrinkage of arable land in 
Bangladesh and increasing size of 
population, higher risk-taking might 
be a better option than let people 
starve.

The state minister for agriculture 
said the country needs to ensure 
food security without compromising 
its farming heritage, ecology and 
biodiversity. "We've to pursue 
frontier researches through proper 
risk management," he said.

Opposit ion lawmaker and 
Agriculture Secretary of the Awami 
League Dr Abdur Razzak said the 
AL would support passage of 
biosafety act in parliament.  He 
deplored the fact that Bangladesh 
was lagging behind in tapping the 
benefits of crop biotechnology.

In his presidential deliberation, 
the CPD chairman emphasised 
exploiting all the opportunities 
without having any damaging 
effects on the country's agriculture.

Earlier, one of the keynote pre-
senters Dr Swapan K Datta of IRRI 
explained the science of rice bio-
technology and narrated how vita-
min A-enriched genetically modified 
rice could address the problems of 
anaemia and vitamin deficiencies 

among the malnourished children in 
Bangladesh as elsewhere in the 
developing world.

Datta, who has successfully 
transferred vitamin A producing 
gene into Bangladesh's most 
productive rice variety, BRRIDhan-
29, emphasised that risk factors 
should not send the science to the 
backseat. 

The keynote stressed that the 
government must take a stand on 
biotechnology research and import 
of genetically modified organisms 
(GMOs) and have a proper policy in 
place.

Director General of Bangladesh 
Rice Research Institute (BRRI) Dr 
Nurul Islam Bhuiyan said his 
institute had applied through the 
agriculture ministry to the science 
and technology ministry for per-
mission to pursue adaptive 
research on vitamin A-enriched 
BRRI Dhan-29.

Govt, AL agree

2 businessmen
mugged of 
Tk 3 lakh 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Muggers yesterday snatched report-
edly Tk 3 lakh from two businessmen 
in front of tele-communication audi-
torium of Rajarbagh Police Lines. 

Apu and Shamim were returning 
to their North Shajahanpur resi-
dence after drawing the sum from 
the Standard Chartered Bank at 
Karnophuli Garden City, a shopping 
complex, at Shantinagar. 

A gang of four on two motorbikes 
stopped their rickshaw at gunpoint at 
around 1:10pm and took away the 
money.   

Apu filed a case with Motijheel 
Police Station but none was arrested 
till filing of this report at 8:00pm.

Robbery at Ctg 
college quarters
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Robbers looted cash and valuables 
said to be worth Tk 3 lakh from a 
residence of Chittagong Mahila 
College quarters at Nasirabad in the 
early hours yesterday.

Police said a gang of four 
entered the house of Abdul Haq, 
cashier of the college, by breaking 
open the back door at around 
3.30am, and at gunpoint looted Tk 
50,000, 10 tolas of gold ornaments 
and electronic goods.  

Abdul Haq filed a case with 
Khulshi Police Station. 

Khulshi Police Station OC Abdur 
Noor said they have identified the 
gang and hope to arrest them soon. 

Rape ordeal
FROM PAGE 1

death if she told her story to any-
body.

But the girl broke her harrowing 
tale to her mother who later told his 
husband the incident.  

On hearing the utter humiliation 
of his underage daughter on 
September 3, Hamid broke down in 
tears, went to a nearby bazaar, 
bought a bottle of pesticide and 
drank the poison to end his life.

Jamuna
FROM PAGE 1

under the Dhaka Master Plan. 
The Attorney General's Office did 

not know anything about the 
August 18 writ against Rajuk, 
although informing the office about 
it is mandatory. The minister found 
that Rajuk, a respondent to the 
writ, was not informed either.

The attorney general described 
the incident as a violation of the 
constitution. "The High Court 
passed the order in favour of 
Jamuna Builders in the absence of 
any respondent. In this case, it is 
mandatory that the Attorney 
G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  m u s t  b e  
informed," he told the journalists. 

"We will appeal against the 
August 24 HC order tomorrow," 
said the attorney general. 

The HC bench comprising 
Justice MA Aziz and Justice Syed 
Refaat Ahmed issued the rule, 
asking Rajuk and other respon-
dents to explain why the petitioner 
will not carry out the work on his 
Ashulia land. 

With the court order in its favour, 
Jamuna Builders began land-filling 
on Saturday and employed more 
than 100 barges in filling the area 
with sand in a bid to transform it 
into a 'town'. 

The minister said, "The way the 
workers are filling the land, both 
branches of the Turag river flowing 
through the area will be filled in two 
weeks."

 "Although the HC order in 
favour of Jamuna Builders was 
issued on August 24, Rajuk did not 
receive it until today (Monday). The 
superintendent of police (SP) of 
Dhaka and assistant commis-
sioner of land of Gazipur informed 
us about the HC order," said the 
minister.

"How could it be possible that a 
writ was filed against Rajuk and an 
order was passed and we couldn't 
know anything about it?" he won-
dered. 

During a discussion at the 
Attorney General's Office with the 
minister, Dr Kamal Hossain 
showed up and described the 
suppression of facts as contempt 
of court.

Environmentalists have along 
emphasised that filling of the 
lowlands in Ashulia would divert a 
massive volume of floodwater 
towards the Dhaka Protection 
Embankment and might cause 
serious flooding.

2 US soldiers 
wounded in
Baghdad attack
REUTERS, Baghdad

Two US soldiers were wounded 
yesterday when their convoy struck an 
explosive device on a bridge in central 
Baghdad, the US military said.

The US Army convoy was head-
ing over the Jamhuriya Bridge which 
spans the Tigris river when it hit an 
explosive device at around 7:30am 
(local time), a spokesman said.

"It damaged two Humvees. One 
of the Humvees overturned," the 
spokesman said, adding the 
wounded had been evacuated for 
treatment.

In Tikrit, US troops rammed 
gates, hurtled over walls and 
stomped through bedrooms yester-
day, seizing Iraqis in pre-dawn raids 
that officers said wrested the initia-
tive from anti-American guerillas.

After a spate of bomb and mine 
attacks on US convoys in the home-
town of Saddam, soldiers backed by 
a rmoured  f i gh t ing  veh ic les  
snatched, handcuffed and blind-
folded four suspects from their drab 
two-storey houses.

Cocks crowed as dozens of 
troops herded women, children and 
babies into living rooms past teddy 
bears ,  feed ing bot t les  and 
unwashed plates of rice. One girl 
cowered behind a woman, her body 
trembling as her eyes darted 
between the raiders' faces.

"This sends a message to the bad 
guys: 'We will hunt you down'," said 
Lieutenant Colonel Steve Russell, who 
led the simultaneous raids that tar-
geted Iraqis hiding throughout Tikrit.
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