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Ansars find no answers for
month delay in wages
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CITY CORRESPONDENT

Ansars deployed at the Mohakhali
flyover to maintain traffic have
been in dire straits, as they have
not been paid since January this
year.

Last year, the Dhaka Urban
Transport Project (DUTP), the
implementing agency of the
flyover, employed 175 ansars to
handle the traffic.

On April 20 this year, 75 ansars
were withdrawn from the site
because they proved redundant.

The Dhaka Transport Coordi-
nation Project (DTCP) in a letter
on July 7 signed by its Additional
Executive Director Abdul Baten
requested the project director of
Roads and Highways Department
(RHD) under the DUTP to pay the
outstanding salaries from Tk 50
lakh (traffic management funds).
But the ansars did not get paid to
date.

The letter further said the non-
payment of salaries cannot be
accepted at all after obtaining
services from the ansars.

Baten also expressed disap-
pointment, as the Chinese con-
tractor of the Mohakhali flyover
did not carry out any traffic man-
agement work. The letter also

pay the contractor any amount
from the funds.

Approached by phone,
Mohakhali Flyover Project Direc-
tor Shahabuddin declined to
comment on any issue of con-
struction, including salary of the
ansars, saying, "l am not entitled
to talking to the press. Go and find
whether or not the ansars are
paid."

The ansars at their camp at the
Mohakhali flyover site told Star
City that they have been surviving
on meagre rations supplied by the
Ansar Headquarters.

"Quite often, the rumour is
around that we will get paid in the
first week of this or that month.
Nothing has so far been done or
materialised. | don't know how my
family members have been sur-
viving in the village?" said Hafizur,
commander of the ansar camp.

"The shopkeepers have also
stopped giving us credit," Hafizur
said with an air of frustration.

Tofail, an ansar, said, "The
other day, my wife from our home
vilage came to see me. She
thought | went missing. She also
let me know the village shopkeep-
ers have also stopped giving them
credits. This is how we are surviv-

ing.”
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Couples fear
harassment

on city streets
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The concept of love has gone
through a wholesale change
over the last decade or so and
now Bangladeshis are more
bold and fearless in express-
ing their affection.

Nowhere is this change
more visible than in Dhaka but
lovebirds still have to fight
against the odds regularly.

Abir and Nila were travel-
ling in a rickshaw as they
couldn't find a quite spot to sit
after roaming all around the
city. Suddenly three police
constables stopped them at
Shegunbagicha and rather
indecently inquired: "What is
the relation between you
two?"

The brash query made the
two youngsters speechless
and they felt insecure. Notic-
ing that, the potbellied senior
constable growled: "You give
us Tk. 200 or we'll arrest you."

Abir asked what their fault
was and got the reply, "You
were behaving indecently.”

Surrounded by the men in
uniform, Abir and Nila could
do little to protest the totally

crowd that had gathered
around, didn't show them any
sympathy.

In a tasteless twist to the
incident, the frightened cou-
ple were made to hold their
ears and perform sit-ups
infront of the audience before
they were let go.

Just as Abir and Nila found
out, others too will tell you that
the city is not an ideal place
for the people in love. It's fair
to say that there's hardly an
open spot in Dhaka where
couples can visit without the
fear of harassment.

There are parks and open
spaces like the Sehrewardi
Uddyan, the Osmani Uddyan,
Ramna Park, Chandrima
Uddyan, Crescent Lake etc.
but these are unprotected
areas and anti-social activi-
ties and crime thrive there.

"Decent people can not go
to the city's parks," said
Emon.

"Fast food shops have
become the meeting place for
hundreds of couples like us.
But can everybody afford to
go to food joints regularly?"
asked Emon's girlfriend
Rehnuma.

false allegation and even the

Ansars deployed at the Mohakhali flyover to maintain traffic have not been paid since January this year.

asked the project director not to

A court for women

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

A three-day meeting of South Asian
women activists to realise the rights of
women ended in Dhaka last Wednes-
day. As part of the meeting, a sym-
bolic ‘Court of Women’ was held at the
China-Bangladesh Friendship Cen-
tre, Sher- e- Bangla Nagar, on August
12, where South Asian women who
have endured beatings, rape and
other abuse with little hope of getting
justice shared their stories.

Testimonies of various women from
South Asian countries were delivered
in front of a jury board comprised of
eminent personalities including
Nomzamo Winnie Madikizela
Mandela, the president of the
Women's League, African National
Congress, South Africa; Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak of Columbia
University, USA/India; Salma
Sobhan, lawyer and founder member
of Ain O Shalish Kendra, Bangladesh;
and Faryal Ghaur, Women’s Rights
Activist, and artist of Pakistan.

The members of the jury listened to
the live testimonies and viewed video
tapes of the women throughout the
day. The story of an Indian woman
revealed the peculiar philosophy of a
brothel where male customers who
are HIV positive believe that they
would be cured of their disease if they
could have sex with young women.
Like her many young women are
systematically becoming the victim of
the ignorant and heinous practice of
men.

The testimonies of the women also
revealed the fact that institutions of
the state like the police, judiciary and

health systems, that are supposed to
ensure the rights of citizens to justice,
redress or care, are often the greatest
violators of the rights of the people,
particularly the poor and the vulnera-
ble.

The testimonies also brought out
the violence and injustice of the laws
of the states on trafficking and HIV/
AIDS. Incarceration of illegal immi-
grants has added to the misery of
those who fall prey to traffickers, who
are also often subject to exploitation
and abuse in police stations. The
women in the court also complained
of forced testing, for HIV/AIDS at
detention centres.

The forced repatriation of trafficked
women to homes where they may
face conditions of violence, discrimi-
nation or stigmatisation, and the
irrelevant rehabilitation policies for
survivors of trafficking, are some
aspects of the dehumanising violence
that deny rights and justice to the
women.

The "court" issued a 12-point state-
ment, including a need to improve the
quality of grassroots education for the
long-term eradication of patriarchal
values, which it said is one of the
causes for human ftrafficking and
other forms of violence against
women.

“We want a regional as well an
international court with transborder
jurisdiction to allow perpetrators to be
punished," said Salma Sobhan a
leading Bangladeshi lawyer and one
of the members of the court's jury
board.

This was the 18th sitting of the
"Courtof Women”.
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Rina, an eight- year-old girl
walks into Dhaka city from
Kamrangirchar each morning to
earn money by begging. She
does not know when she started
begging. But as far she can
recall she used to come to the
city while in her mother's lap.
Now she roams around Dhaka
University campus and begs
throughout the day.

Everyday she earns at least
Tk 30. For her earnings, she has
to adopt different devices for
different people. In order to earn
just one taka, she puts in a huge
effort. "Many people may think
that begging is an easy profes-
sion. But in reality it is not,
because we the beggars have to
convince people that we are
needy," explains Rina.

One day, Rina disappeared
from the campus. Many of the
students knew her and were
sympathetic to her, not just
because she was poor but also
because of her eloquence. She
reappeared again, but it seemed
that a shadow had descended
on her. “Now | don't feel like
begging any more, because
sometimes many so called
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gentlemen behave like beasts,"
says Rina.

What was the reason behind
her disappearance? Initially she
tried to pretend that nothing had
happened to her. Many
enquired, but she continued to
make-up answers and lies.

Later it was revealed that her
mother prohibited her from
telling anything to anybody. But
at last, she vented out her anger
and divulged the secrets which
were haunting her days and
nights.

"The day | disappeared, a well
suited man -- who was driving a
car -- told me to come along with
him in response to my request
for one taka.” Then the man
gently reassured her that he
would give her Tk 20. “l was
hungry and did not think twice
about the proposal. | agreed,"
says Rina.

Afterwards she was taken to
an unknown flat. She did not
dwell on the details but says,
"When | went home | was bleed-
ing. But the man payed beyond
my expectation. He gave me Tk
50."

Rina's case is not an isolated
incident in the city. Many Rinas
are facing such appalling inci-
dents every other day.

not an easy way to make

Rina's case is not an isolated incident in the city.
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