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Cops, militants
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tion from them.

Deputy Commissioner of
Joypurhat Md Abdul Mannan
Patwary told The Daily Star by
phone that the BDR was called in
and the situation was under control.

The attempts are underway to
recover the looted arms and ammu-
nition, he added.

Md Abdul Jalil Mandal, superin-
tendent of Joypurhat police, told the
BBC radio last night that the attack-
ers belonged to outlawed Jama'atul
Mujahidin and an investigation was
going on to confirm whether the
arrestees were the operatives of the
ouffit.

The injured police personnel --
OC of the Joypurhat Sadar Police
Station Igbal Shafi and constables
Abdus Sattar, Nazrul Islam,
Shahidul Islam, Tipu Sultan and
Anwar Hossain -- were admitted to
Joypurhat Hospital.

The suspects arrested after the
incident are Ataur Rahman, Yunus
Mia, Joynal Abedin, Rafiqul Islam,
Mamunur Rashid, Oahedul Islam,
Sarwar Jahan, Borhan Uddin,
Salehin, Khorshed Alam, Shahidul
Islam, Moinul Islam, Abdul Awal,
Rashekan, Anwar Hossain, Golam
Mustafa, Masudur Rahman, Delwar
Hossain and Mizanur Rahman.

Locals said the arrestees were
natives of Dinajpur, Naogaon,
Panchagarh, Gaibandha, Bogra,
Joypurhat and Chapainawabganj
districts.

Police later recovered a huge
number of leaflets, books and 50
travel bags from the house of
Montezar, an alleged boss of the
outfit and former ameer of Borotara
union Jamat-e Islami.

Officials said the 24th BDR
battalion reinforced security and a
combing operation was launched in
the morning.

Villagers of Mahespur lost their
words at the grim gunbattle that
unfolded the face of militancy in their
area.

3 girls rescued
while being
trafficked to India

BSS, satkhira

Police on Wednesday rescued
three girls from border areas under
Debhata upazila of the district while
they were being trafficked to India.

They are Sharifa Khatun, 11,
Rabeya Khatun, 9, and Marufa
Khatun, 7, daughters of Abdul Mazid
of Eidgahpara under Debhata
Sadar upazila.

The traffickers abducted the
three while they were asleep on
verandah of their house.

The abductors managed to
escape. The girls were handed over
to their family.

Moulana Moklesur Rahman, the
imam of a mosque at Uttar
Mahespur, said some youths fre-
quented the house of Montezar.

An eyewitness said a large
number of bearded men with bag-
gage in hand started pouring in the
house on Thursday evening.

Official BSS news agency added
local residents and police linked the
incident to the slaughtering of five
people, including the caretaker of a
shrine of a Muslim saint in January
this year.

They suspect extremists of the
outlawed Jama'atul Mujahidin to be
the killers of Astanae Chistia in the
nearby Begun Gram village.

"One of the six alleged militants
arrested during after gunbattle is a
suspect of the killing," police said.

India to send
mission to
moon by 2008,
says Vajpayee

REUTERS, New Delhi

India will send an unmanned mis-
sion to the moon by 2008, Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee said
yesterday, in what is seen as an
effort to showcase the country's
scientific capabilities.

"India is ready to take a big leap
in science," Vajpayee said in his
Independence Day anniversary
address to the nation. "l am happy to
announce that before 2008 India will
send a mission to the moon."

"It will be called 'Chandrayan
Pratham' (First Journey to the
Moon)," he said. The mission is
expected to cost New Delhi about
$80 million.

A proposal to send a spacecraft
to the moon was first mooted by the
state-run Indian Space Research
Organisation three years ago and
the agency began a feasibility study
in2001.

2 robbers held
with arms
in Raozan

UNB, Chittagong

Two robbers were arrested at
Barurapara in Raozan early yester-
day, police said.

Acting on a tip- off, Raozan
police raided the area and nabbed
Mahfuzur Rahman and
Azimuddin.Police also recovered
one LG and some stolen goods from
the robbers.

A case was filed with Raozan
police station.

41 MP hostel rooms
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bers who were re-elected to the
eighth parliament need not apply
again for allotment, they reasoned.

Shipping Minister Akbar Hossain,
also on the list, denied being in pos-
session of any room. He told The
Daily Star that he got a room at the
Nakhalpara hostel after the previous
election, butno room this time.

State Minister for LGRD Ziaul
Haq Zia, another occupant, said, "I
pay rents for my room. Had it not
been allocated to me, how come
they charge me?" He alleged that
the Parliament Secretariat gave
wrong information to the House sub-
committee.

Goutam Chakroborty, state
minister for water resources, said a
room was allocated to him but, "as |
don't need it anymore, | asked my
staff to return the room to the
Parliament Secretariat".

"Maybe the hand-over process has
not yet been completed, which is why
my nameis stillon the list," he said.

Commerce Minister Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhury, whose assis-
tant private secretary (APS) resides
in a room at the Nakhalpara hostel,
could not be contacted for com-
ments. Parliament sources said the
minister's APS is residing there on
an instruction from the ruling party
Whip Syed Wahidul Alam.

JP (E) lawmaker Dr TIM Fazle
Rabbi Chowdhury reasoned that he
did not need a fresh allotment as he
got his room after he was re-elected.

Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddiqui said he was to get a room at
the Nakhalpara MP hostel but was
not sure whether the authorities
gave himany.

Opposition Chief Whip Abdus
Shahid said his party wrote to the
Parliament Secretariat asking for
rooms for three AL MPs. But they
were not provided with any room,
said Shahid, also a sub-committee
member. "Those staying without
approval were served with notices
twice," he said.

Whip Fazlul Haq Aspia said he
was given a room of the Nakhalpara
MP hostel as a BNP lawmaker of the
seventh parliament. Although he
was not officially given any room
after he was re-elected, he occupied
one without approval this time.

The Parliament Secretariat list
says: At the Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
MP hostel, 13 rooms are in the
name of Shipping Minister Akbar
Hossain and State Minister for
Environment Zafrul Islam
Chowdhury; JP (E) MPs Dr TIM
Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, Motiur
Rahman, Shah Solaiman Alam,

Mashiur Rahman Ranga,
Mohammad Ali Sarkar, Hafizuddin
Ahmed, AKM Mostafizur Rahman,
and Karim Uddin Bharasha; BNP
MP Gias Uddin; Jamaat MP
Moulana Abdul Aziz; and independ-
ent MP Mohammad Ali.

A total of 28 rooms of the
Nakhalpara MP hostel are in the
name of Commerce Minister Amir
Khasru Mahmud Chowdhury,
Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddiqui, State Minister for Energy
AKM Mosharraf Hossain, State
Minister for Local Government Ziaul
Haque Zia, State Minister for Water
Resources Goutam Chakroborty,
Women and Children Affairs
Minister Khurshid Jahan Haq, State
Minister for Education ANM Ehsanul
Haq, State Minister for Youth and
Sports Fazlur Rahman and Whip
Fazlul Haq Aspia; BNP MPs
Helaluzzaman Talukder Lalu, Gazi
Mohammad Shajahan, Advocate
Nadim Mostafa, Motiur Rahman
Talukder, GM FazlulHaq and Lt Gen
(retd) Mahbubur Rahman; JP MPs
GM Kader, AKM Mostafizur
Rahman, Noor Mohammad Mondol
(two rooms), Tajul Islam Chowdhury
(two rooms), Golam Habib Dulal
and Rawshan Ershad; and AL
lawmakers Sheikh Helal Uddin,
Kazi Sirajul Islam and Altaf Hossain
Golandaz.

The list of illegally occupied
rooms also includes the name of
late BNP lawmaker Nurul Amin
Talukder.

Hartal
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success.

On the other hand, the police
administration has decided to
deploy a 4,500-strong police force
to maintain law and order in the
capital during the hartal hours today.

UNB adds: Police might video-
tape all violent picketers in the
capital today.

Police cameramen would be
posted at strategic points including
Russel Square, Bangabandhu
Avenue and Mirpur areas to video-
tape any unruly incidents like dam-
aging cars or pelting brickbats at law
enforcers during the hartal hours.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) Commissioner Ashraful
Huda reportedly instructed his
officers in this regard at a briefing at
the police control room yesterday.

Sources said police would take
action against activists involved in
violent pickets after identifying them
inthe video films.

Top lawyers
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rule of law but also a threat to the
constitutional provisions that all are
equal in the eye of law, he added.

" Uncertainty of hearing of the
appeal in the case has given rise to
lot of questions and fears in the
public minds. It is not good for the
nation," Amir Ul Islam noted.

Amir Ul Islam said, "We will soon
request the chief justice to take
Onecessary measures in this
regard."

The killing of father of the nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahaman along with his family
members is a black spot in the
history of the nation and the people
are still to overcome the shock, he
said.

The case is now pending with the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court. A bench comprising three
judges is needed to hear the case.
But six of the seven judges at the
Appellate Division are not in a
position to hear it on different
grounds.

Former law minister Advocate
Abdul Matin Khasru said, " Killers of
the father of the nation and his
family members openly confessed
to ,both at home and abroad, their
involvement in the kiling. Some
judges felt embarrassed to try them.
Itis unfortunate."

He alleged the present govern-
ment is prolonging the disposal of
the case on the pretext that there
are not adequate judges to hear it.
The problem can be solved simply
by appointing judges on ad-hoc
basis in the Appellate Division.

The former law minister of the
previous Awami League (AL) gov-
ernment said, the accused had
killed the father of the nation and his
family members in a planned way
and in cold blood. The then govern-
ment had protected the self-
proclaimed killers making an indem-
nity ordinance against the sprit of
human rights. After 21 years, the AL
government repealed the black law
paving the way for trial of the
accused persons, he mentioned.

Khasru said trial of the case was
held properly and the accused had
the opportunity of defending them-
selves.

A lower court sentenced the 15
accused to death and the High
Court upheld most part of the judge-
ment.

One of the petitioners of the case
Advocate Anisul Haq said despite
repeated requests over the last two
years, the government is yet to
appoint any ad-hoc judge in the
Appellate Division. This is prolong-
ing the delay in the hearing of the
case, he pointed out.

36 killed
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women and children,
Manipur state.

In a separate overnight attack,
four paramilitary soldiers were shot
and injured by unidentified guerrillas
in Tripura's Khantlang region, PTI
said.

A police patrol also came under
heavy fire at Kaptali in southern
Tripura district late Thursday but
there were no casualties, police
added.

Police in Manipur also reported a
string of overnight bomb blasts in
Manipur but said there were no
casualties.

The militant-led boycott, however
crippled life in six of the seven north-
eastern states and residents chose to
stay athome instead of venturing out,
apolice spokesman here said.

"Private and public transport in
most parts of the region remained off
the roads, while people preferred to
stay indoors," he said as 70,000
security men patrolled the seven
states.

Federal frontier guards have
sealed the international border with
neighbouring countries to prevent
entry of militants into the northeast.

At least 68 people have been
killed by suspected militants in the
region since Monday in the run-up to
the August 15 celebrations.

Some 50,000 people have lost
their lives to insurgency in the seven
regional states since India's inde-
pendencein 1947.

Stiglitz
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Corporate interest often dictates
policies, he said. "If you spend
money for people when they are in
campaign, you expect returns for
your money. Corruption is every-
where, but it is not in the same form
as you see in developing countries."

Pointing to Singapore, he said, it
raised the salary of its tax officials to
reduce corruption. In many coun-
tries, tax officials are paid low that
breeds corruption.

The government has an impor-
tant role in making regulations, as
unnecessary regulations are
another source of corruption; the
government should not regulate a
matter if there is no need for it, he
said.

Asked whether Bangladesh
should accept the prescriptions of
the World Bank (WB) and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
Stiglitz said Bangladesh should put
its views strongly.

"There are big differences
between the IMF and the WB,
though from outside it may be felt
they are similar." The WB always
provides scope for alternative
policies, but the IMF often tries to
impose unbalanced conditions, he
said.

The WB has a diversity of views
but the way the IMF operates is
quite different, he said. About the
declining foreign aid, he said foreign
aid is only 2 per cent of GDP but the
cost of bad economic policies is
enormous. "It should find ways to
benefit against such a cost."

in nearby
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Nobel laureate economist Joseph Stiglitz presents a book titled 'Globalization and Its Discontents' written by him to
Presidentlajuddin Ahmed at Bangabhaban yesterday.

Thousands mourn
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The party will also enforce a countrywide
dawn-to-dusk hartal today demanding
execution of the court verdict in the
Bangabandhumurdercase.

On this day in 1975, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Muijib, along with 18 members of
his family, was assassinated by a group
ofdisgruntledarmy officers.

His two daughters — former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina and Sheikh
Rehana - escaped death as they had
been away from the country on the
dreadful night.

Commemorating the day, newspa-
pers published special reports and
brought out supplements on
Bangabandhu.

The Awami League and its front
organisations and different socio-cultural
organisations also observed the day
through milad mahfils and quran khwani,
mourning processions, destitute
feeding,blood donation programme and
discussion meetings onthelife and works
oftheslainleader.

Awami League leaders and workers
also visited the Banani Graveyard in the
city and offered fateha for salvation of the
departed souls of the members of the

Regional
leader

of outlawed
party arrested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Munshi Shahjahan alias Jhantu, 38,
a regional leader of outlawed Purbo
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP),
was arrested in Lohagara of Narail
district at midnight on Thursday.

Police said Jhantu is wanted in
nine murder and 13 other criminal
cases recorded against him with
different police stations of south-
western region.

He will be sent to JIC in Dhaka,
said Narail Police Super Mokhlesur
Rahman.

Another PBCP armed cadre,
Tayebur Rahman, 30, was arrested
in Khulna city yesterday.

37 AL men
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about the investigation, refusing to
disclose any information to lawyers,
journalists or even to other police
officers. Under the circumstances,
the AL leaders have reportedly left
Barisal for Dhaka on late Thursday
night to seek bail from the High
Court.

Due to the absence of AL leaders
and workers in the field, no
programme for August 15, the day of
Bangabandhu's assassination, was
observed in Barisal town at the party
level.

Meanwhile, the AL programme to
mourn Bangabandhu's assassina-
tion was foiled by BNP cadres at
Mathbaria of Pirojpur district after AL
activists played recorded speeches
of Bangabandhu over the loud-
speaker.

Bangabandhu family and the four
national leaders killed on August 15 and
November3in1975.

National flag was hoisted at half-mast
at the Bangabandhu Bhaban and party
offices while AL leaders garlanded the
portraitof Bangabandhuin the moming.

The AL units arranged destitute
feeding in 107 wards in the capital and
offered special prayers at the places of
worship.

Jatiya Party Chairman Anwar
Hossain Manju and JSD General
Secretary Hasanul Huq Inu also visited
the Bangabandhu Bhaban at
Dhanmondi 32 and offered munajat
there.

UNB Correspondents from different
parts of the country including Barguna,
Nilphamari, Narail, Thakurgaon,
Patuakhali, Gopalganj, Satkhira, Feni
and Jhalukathi reported that AL and its
front organisations observed the day
through various programmes.

5-yr-old girl raped,
fighting for life

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Afive-year-old girl has been fighting
for her life at the Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital (SBMCH)
after she was raped allegedly by her
two next-door neighbours last
Saturday.

The alleged rapists Arafat and
Raju, sons of Hakim Ali of East
Char Laxmipur of Muladi Police
Station under Barisal district
reportedly went to the hospital and
threatened the victim's family with
dire consequences if any case is
filed againstthem.

Doctors at the Child Surgery
ward said the victim is still not out of
danger. No case was filed till writing
of this report yesterday.

2 SUST students
drown in river
near Zaflong

UNB, syihet

Two students of the Shahajalal
University of Science and
Technology (SUST) drowned in a
river in Ballaghat area near Zaflong
yesterday.

The deceased were identified as
Rezaur Rahman Foisal,22, a third
year student of Social Work
Department and Rajon, 20,a first
year student of Physics.

Sources said three SUST stu-
dents had joined their four friends
from Dhaka to visit Zaflong. Faisal
and Rajon drowned when they went
for a bath in the river Piyaine.

The body of Faisal was recov-
ered from the river with the help of
local people. But Rajon's body could
not be found till 7pm yesterday.

Peace is a must
for development:

President
UNB, Dhaka

President lajuddin Ahmed yester-
day said Bangladesh with its vast
natural and agricultural resources
has been trying to develop its econ-
omy to ensure a better life for the
people.

His remarks came when visiting
Nobel laureate economist Joseph
Stiglitz made a courtesy call on him
at Bangabhaban, said an official
handout.

Welcoming Professor Stiglitz,
President lajuddin said peace is
essential for development activities.

The president also mentioned
the government's efforts to develop
the IT sector to cope with the pace of
the developed nations.

Education and flow of information
are necessary for development, he
said and stressed the need for coop-
eration from Columbia University in
this regard. Prof. Stiglitz is a teacher
of Columbia University.

Prof. Stiglitz said information is a
great factor for doing proper
research and thatresearch is a must
toreach adecision.

"Research is a long-term pro-
cess and it must be continued
without break," he said.

Prof. Stiglitz presented a book
titled 'Globalisation and Its
Discontents' written by him to the
president.

Science and ICT Minister Abdul
Moyeen Khan was present on the
occasion.

RAB
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comprise a strike force capable of
crackdown on criminals any time,
anywhere and in any circum-
stances," the sources added.

RAB will start operation with
about 600 members. Its strength will
be gradually raised to five battalions
comprising around 600 members
each.

Two battalions will be based in
Dhaka and the other three will be
deployed in crime-prone areas
across the country.

RAB will have a gang crime unit
and a narcotics crime unit to deal with
organised criminal gangs and drug
traffickers. Moreover, there will be a
specialised investigation unit to
probe money laundering, fraud,
homicide and other such crimes.

Two Special Weapons and
Tactics (SWT) teams of RAB will
deal with criminals possessing
sophisticated firearms. Its diving
team and air wing will also carry out
operations, if needed, officials said.

The existing 275-member Rapid
Action Team (RAT) will be merged
into RAB. RAT members are being
trained for taking greater responsi-
bilities after the switchover.

RAB will be commanded by an
official of the rank of deputy inspec-
tor general of police.

The Jatiya Sangsad passed a bill
in its eighth session providing for
deputation of army, navy and air
force personnel to RAB to help
improve law and order.

Al-Qaeda top gun Hambali held
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attacks on New York and
Washington, expressed satisfaction
atthe capture.

"He's a known killer. Hambali
was one of the world's most lethal
terrorists. He is no longer a prob-
lem," Bush said.

Governments across Asia and in
Australia let out sighs of relief at the
capture of a man tagged one of the
world's most dangerous. He had
been on the run since atleast 2000.

Apart from the Bali attacks,
Hambali was wanted in connection
with numerous bombings in
Indonesia and was believed to have
been at planning meetings for the
September 11 attacks.

However, officials said they
feared JI might strike again -- little
more than a week after a suicide car
bomber killed 12 people at a luxury
Jakarta hotel -- in revenge for the
capture of the man believed to have
planned their operations.

"We should not let our guard
down," Philippine National Security
Adviser Roilo Golez told Reuters.
"We have to raise the alert level
against repercussions or retaliatory
attacks."

Police immediately tightened
security around a pre-summit
meeting of Asia-Pacific officials in
southern Thailand.

Australia said the arrest of
Hambali, who is about 40, was a
major breakthrough in the US-led
war on terror. Indonesia called it "an
important mark in the global fight
againstterror.”

Hambali, the son of peasant
farmers on the main Indonesian
island of Java, crossed into
Thailand last week from Laos using
a fake Spanish passport, a police
general said.

"He entered Thailand via Chiang
Khong checkpoint on Monday last
week and we tracked him down and
arrested him at an apartment in
Ayutthaya on Tuesday," he said.

"He was not wearing a beard and
he had had plastic surgery. He used
a Spanish passport with a long,
confusing Spanish name."

Indonesia blames Jemaah
Islamiah, the Southeast Asian link to
Osama bin Laden's al-Qaeda, for
the nightclub bombings on its resort
island of Bali and for the August 5
blast at Jakarta's Marriott Hotel.

Thailand's Nation newspaper,

citing an unidentified security
source, said Hambali had been
arrested with explosives and con-
fessed to planning an attack on a
summit of Asia-Pacific leaders,
including Bush, in Bangkok in
October.

However, the police general said
there were no signs of explosives
when Hambali was captured.

Predominantly Buddhist
Thailand has 63 million people, six
million of them Muslims, mostly
living in the southern region border-
ing Malaysia.

Hambali was first hunted in
Thailand last year and is believed to
have given the go-ahead for the Bali
bombings at a meeting in Bangkok
when he shifted JI's attention to "soft
targets." He was also sighted in
neighboring Cambodia, but he
managed to stay one step ahead of
the law.

Hambali's arrest came in the
same week that Thailand enacted
its first anti-terrorism law by decree
to ensure it was in place before the
Asia-Pacific summit.

Ctg abductions
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kidnapping of leading businessman
Jamaluddin.

But as the allegation of police
involvement has come to light, no
policeman is mediating a settle-
ment.

Jamaluddin was kidnapped 21
days ago with the demand for Tk 50
lakh in ransom. The police made a
number of raids in different areas to
rescue him, but failed.

A relative of Jamaluddin said, "A
few days ago, we gathered specific
information about his whereabouts
and passed on the information to
police."

"Police swept various rooms of
the building excepting the one we
tipped them off."

"Soon after we were informed
about his abduction, we rushed to
the Kotwali Police Station to file a
case. But the police refused to take
the case. We went to the
Chandgaon Police Station where
the case was accepted," he said.

"This is just one instance. In
almost all cases, reluctance of the
copsisclear."

When businessman Zakir was
kidnapped on Monday, his family
rushed to the Kulshi Police Station
to file an abduction case. The police
officials did not want to take the
General Diary (GD) for a while,
saying, "He must have gone into
hiding to avoid lenders."

The bullet-riddled body of Zakir
was found at Militarirpole in
Boalkhali upazila on Tuesday
morning.

Earlier this year, millionaire Haji
Monir was kidnapped. He was
released on a ransom of Tk 70 lakh
through police negotiation.

In Satkania, schoolboy Rajiv
Bhattacharya was taken hostage
and released on Wednesday after
11 days in captivity for Tk 50,000 in
ransom.

A student of a private university
of Dhaka who went to Chittagong on
vacation was kidnapped in April. He
was released on ransom. His family
is afraid of disclosing further details
on security grounds.

There are over 100 criminals in
Chittagong involved in kidnapping.
The police list shows 107 such
criminals of whom 78 have been
shown arrested.

A Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) official said the list was old
and needed upgradation.

"Many of the arrested criminals
have obtained bail, but our list does
not show it," he pointed out.

"Most of the kidnappers live
outside the city," added the CMP
official who has been working in
Chittagong for six years.

The kidnappers have their secret
dens in the hills or forests of
Raozan, Fatikchhari, Rangunia,
Hathazari, Satkania, Dohajari,
Chandanaish and other places.

When they kidnap someone,
they take the victims to the hideouts
and then initiate the process of

ransom realisation from the victim's
family.

"Sometimes, a group of kidnap-
pers even sells a victim to another
outfit," a detective branch official
said.

Police rarely rescue the victims
before the ransom payment is
made. Such a success story was
written three months ago when non-
Bangali businessman Mohammad
Hanif was freed.

The first sensational kidnapping
in Chittagong took place in 1995
when businessman Faridul Anwar
was picked up by criminals.

Anwar's family bought his free-
domat Tk 20 lakh.

Mourners
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programme on Thursday night, leav-
ing eight people injured.

Villagers said the gang attacked
the leaders of Panchasar union AL at
Binodpur in Sadar upazila and looted
six maunds of beef, two goats, three
sacks of rice and other cooking materi-
als.

They fired blank shots to strike
panic into locals. Local AL blamed the
BNP cadres for the attack.

Another destitute feeding
programme at Hasanpur in Feni
district was marred allegedly by BNP
activists.

Villagers said some armed cadres
of the party came on two jeeps and
eight motorcycles and damaged a
portrait of the Bangabandhu and broke
the microphone. Some local shops
were also damaged during the attack.

Some of the assailants beat up
Mintu, leader of the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL), and Harun,
leader of the Sramik League.

Another destitute feeding
programme arranged by Awami
League at Sanua in Sadar Upazila
was also attacked, local people said.

UNB from Gazipur adds: A desti-
tute feeding programme arranged by
the AL at Thiratiin Kapasia upazilawas
attacked by miscreants.

The hoodlums also ransacked the
furniture of the local AL office. The AL
blamed the BNP for the attack.

Meanwhile, police dispersed a
mourning procession brought out by
the BCL in Munshiganj town yester-
day. Police also took away the banners
and chased the processionists in
Chhabigararea.

Our Khulna correspondent adds:
The Khulna City Corporation (KCC)
disallowed the AL to hold a milad
mahfil at the commissioner's office in
Ward No. 23.

At a press conference, the AL
alleged that the section concerned of
the KCC took Tk 300 and gave the
party permission for using the office as
venue for the milad on August 11, but
later cancelled the permission.

Imam Hasan Chowdhury, commis-
sioner of the ward, however refuted
the allegation. The KCC mayor could
notbe reached forcomments.

Power outage
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and parking garages. Near Grand
Central station, commuters slept on
the sidewalk, their heads on their
briefcases.

Aman walking by said: "Everybody
is homeless tonight. Now you get a
taste of whathomelessnessis like."

In Ottawa, the darkness brought
criminals and vandals out onto the
streets. "There is serious looting going
on," said city police chief Vince Bevan,
reporting break-ins, smashed win-
dows and theftin the Canadian capital.

The office of Canadian Prime
Minister Jean Chretien said a severe
outage at a Pennsylvania nuclear
power plant may have caused the
massive power blackout that cas-
caded over an area of 3,600 square
milesinthe US Northeastand Ontario.

Earlier, US and Canadian officials
said afire or perhaps lightning had hita
power plant near Niagara Falls in New
York state.

Power grid operators said there
appeared to have been a failure on the
high-voltage transmission lines con-
necting the United States and
Canada.

They estimated it was the biggest
outage to strike the North American
grid, although exact numbers were not
yetavailable.

Nine nuclear reactors in four US
states were shutdown, officials said.

Bush vowed the government
would investigate what caused the
outage and promised to prevent a
recurrence.

"This was not a terrorist act," Bush
told reporters during a visit to
California. "We're slowly but surely
coping with this massive national
problem," he added, saying that he
was "confident we can get things up
andrunning."

New York Gov. George Pataki said
about half of the state's 19 million
people were affected by the outage. In
Canada, officials said as many as 10
million people were affected.

Air traffic into New York's three
major airports was affected for several
hours before flights began to trickle
back in and the Federal Aviation
Administration lifted flight bans into
New York and Canadian airports.

Office workers crowded onto the
streets in heat of more than 90 F (33
C), facing a long walk home as buses
and trains came to a halt. Streets
became gridlocked when traffic sig-
nalsfailed.

Thousands of New Yorkers were
trapped underground in the dark when
rush hour subway trains stopped in
their tunnels after the power went out
shortly after4 p.m. EDT (2000 GMT).

In a City Hall lit by emergency

lighting, New York's mayor, Michael
Bloomberg, later told a news confer-
ence power had returned to various
parts of the city but said: "We're still not
outofthewoods yet."

"We think that it should be a normal
day in terms of being able to go about
your business tomorrow," he said.
"Our expectation is that traffic will be
flowing normally and that the subways
willbe working."

Late trading on US financial mar-
kets was hit by the outages, with
dealing rooms shut down across the
region.

But the New York Stock Exchange
and Nasdagq said they were setto open
Friday morming as usual.

In Toronto, Canada's largest city,
the transit system ground to a halt and
thousands were stranded as tempera-
tures hit 86 F (30 C). Subway stations
were closed to prevent overcrowding.

Both the Toronto Stock Exchange,
the country's main bourse, and
Pearson International Airport operated
on back-up power supplies.

In Detroit, headquarters of the
largest US automakers, many workers
went home after the lights went out,
creating traffic gridlock in the city.
General Motors said several of its auto
plants were closed by the outages.

Launch strike

FROM PAGE 12

from Postogola at 4:45pm
yesterday carrying more than 2,000
passengers. The highly overloaded
vessel left for different destinations
including Chandpur, Barisal, Bhola
and Khulna.

In a desperate bid to board the
vessel, scores of passengers
reached itin country boats. Many of
them scuffled with each other to get
into the ferry, risking their lives.

Official sources said govern-
ment-owned steamer - - MV Sella --
will ply Dhaka-Bhola route from
today. Besides, two sea trucks will
carry passengers today.

The launch strike was enforced
from Tuesday as a mobile court
fined eight launches on the previous
day for overloading and not having
necessary papers.

The demands of the launch
owners include official recognition
of attested registration and survey
papers, drawing by a naval architect
instead of three persons selected by
the government, withdrawal of the
order for installation of expensive
modern equipment including
hydraulic steering, echo sounder
and rudder systemin launches.



	Page 1

