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Minting money at

transport terminals
Theroots being cut off now

HE government has decided to cancel the leases
of the bus and truck terminals in the city in its bid to
contain the extortionist culture, which has
assumed an all-pervasive character. The move follows
the law enforcers' abortive attempt to clear the terminals
of the extortionists and illegal toll collectors responsible
for the chaotic situation prevailing in the transport sector.
The government has acted firmly on an issue which has
a direct bearing on law and order. The extortionists have
virtually taken control of all the important points of the
communications network and it is no longer a secret that
they derive their strength from the godfathers having polit-
ical clout. And traditionally the ruling party has been the

The government, therefore, had to make a determined
effort to dislodge the well-entrenched hooligans making a
living out of an illegal business. Cancellation of lease of
the terminals was an extreme measure the government
had to go for in the knowledge that the musclemen are
often deployed by the lessees themselves! The nuisance
reached a level that raised some worrying questions
about the future of the transportation business.

The government has also decided to try toll collectors
operating in the name of any samity or route committee
through speedy trial tribunals.

The nation could not live with a malaise as malignant as
extortionism. lllegal toll collection at the terminals has
become a routine affair and many people might have
begun to believe that it is an integral part of their life. That
happened because the law enforcers failed to curb the
illegal activities and people were placed entirely at the
mercy of the anti-social elements. Their presence in and
unlawful domination of this crucial area has had a highly
negative impact on trade and commerce.

However, the political will at the top must be reflected
through the implementation process which should be fool-
proof. The decision to ban toll collection in any form or
shape is a step in the right direction. But it will be as good

Joynal Hazari convicted
Much more needed to be done

HE sentencing of Joynal Hazari to life imprison-

ment, even in abstentia, bears a good deal of sig-

nificance. This is for the first time that a verdict has
been delivered on him even though 40 criminal cases
have been pending against the infamous 'godfather'. He
has been convicted in an arms case by Feni Special Tribu-
nal-1. What is to be noted is that the case for which he has
been punished was lodged during the tenure of the last
caretaker government. The elected AL government did
not bring him to trial even though there were instances
galore to book him under law.

One prime example of impunity he enjoyed was
reflected by the attack on local journalist Tipu Sultan by
his 'henchmen'. It was reported that Hazari's political
influence, muscle power and above all the phobia sur-
rounding him were of such magnitude that the local police
station refused to take the case in the first place. It wasn't
just Tipu's family, no one in Feni had the courage to lodge
a complaint against him or his cronies. And it wasn't just
the fear psychosis he created around him which was
responsible for this; his being a Member of Parliament of
the then ruling party conferred a special kind of immunity
on him. The terror created by Hazari and his musclemen
in which the people of Feni lived was something that can't

Hazari struck such fear in people's mind that 24 of the
40 cases had to be discharged due to lack of evidence. It
would have been more satisfactory had he been punished
during the Awami League rule. This is where lies our politi-
cal culture syndrome. If and when other godfathers are
prosecuted and punished, irrespective of their political
colour, that we would have our faith in the rule of law fully
restored. Leaders of both BNP and Awami League had
affirmed their commitment to rid their respective parties of
godfathers at a public debate earlier on. We expect the
commitment to be implemented sooner than later.
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Free-trade with India: How beneficial is it for Bangladesh?

M. M. REzAUL KARIM

HE Bangladesh-India

relations being so vast and

important, more so for

Bangladesh, some of its
elements always come into special
focus. The recent uproar took place
on the issue of a Free-Trade
Agreement between Bangladesh
and India. The proposal was fielded,
though informally, by India over a
year ago, but it was tabled only
recently for discussion between the
two sides as a primary agenda. The
purpose is to increase the total
volume of trade and, in particular,
allow greater Bangladeshi exports
to India to mitigate, as much as
possible, its mounting unfavourable
balance of trade.

Prominent economists, industri-
alists, financiers, businessmen as
well as leaders of the civil society in
Bangladesh have written and spo-
ken on this subject quite atlength. In
India, the subject has been dealt
with mostly at the official level and in
forums devoted to develop India's
relations with Bangladesh and other
neighbouring countries. Interests
among the Bangladeshi people
evidently are enormous, due to their
heavy dependence on India in
trade.

It is interesting to note that with
the advent to power of the BNP
regime in 1991, India's exports to
Bangladesh in 1991-92 was a paltry
$226 million and Bangladeshi
exports dropped down to an incredi-
bly low figure of only $2 million.
Besides, the trade through unofficial
channel or smuggling from India
amounted to a figure more than
double of that of the official trade.
Because of the trade liberalisation
policy introduced and pursued by
the BNP government, many restric-
tions on imports into Bangladesh
were withdrawn or reduced. As a

result, Indian traders promptly took
due advantage so much so that
Indian exports to Bangladesh
soared within four years to $1082
million in 1995-96 and continued to
stay more or less at that level till at
present.

Bangladesh did not get any
reciprocal benefit from India, since
the act of liberalisation was done by
Bangladesh unilaterally, mostly at
the behest of the World Bank, and
without specific reciprocal expecta-
tion from any other country, includ-
ing India. However, much later,
during the Awami League regime,
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experience and various marketing
advantages of Indian traders.
Consequently, Bangladeshi indus-
tries, especially medium and small
scale as well as agro-based indus-
tries, will be doomed to failure in
competition. The enormous
adverse balance of trade of Bangla-
desh will increase further. Industry
and commerce of Bangladesh will
then be sacrificed at the altar of
India's economic interests. Such an
apprehension, at the very outset, is
surely natural. However, one should
also at the same time recall that if
other countries, both in and outside

Besides, it is heartening to note that
a section of enthusiastic entrepre-
neurs would like to take the free
trade system as a form of challenge
to face squarely and boldly. What is
of special significance on this issue
is that, apart from abolition of tariff,
non-tariff and para-tariff barriers, the
concerned people connected with
trade, customs and service sectors
should have a changed outlook and
a new mind-set signifying mutual
help, benefitand accommodation.
There are a number of regional
organisations outside our region
where free trade, in some form or
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concept, trade of all the partners will
grow. But the special objective is
that exports from the weaker partner
will grow more than proportionately.
Under this system, and, for that
matter, under any other such sys-
tem, our trade imbalance will not
completely wither away. For exam-
ple, a 10 per centrise in India's, say,
$1 billion exports to Bangladesh will
raise its value to $1.1 billion. At the
same time, if we are able to raise
our, say, $100 million exports to
India, by even 100 per cent or dou-
ble, our total exports will rise to only
$200 million. In the new situation the

CROSSCURRENTS

Both sides have to proceed with due caution. It is natural that they will try to uphold their respective national
interests at best as they can, but this should not be done at the cost of the other's legitimate interest. Solutions must
be fair, equitable and acceptable. In order to register due progress, the minor and less controversial subjects must
be dealt with first. This would create a congenial atmosphere and encourage further progress.

the visiting Indian Commerce and
later even the Prime Minister him-
self pledged duty-free concession
on 25 categories of Bangladeshi
exportable items to India. This
pledge is yet to be redeemed fully.
The Indian side sought to link this
concession to transshipment or
transit of Indian goods over
Bangladeshi territory to eastern
India, but Bangladesh refused.

India has already introduced free
trade with her neighbours in South
Asia, except with Bangladesh and
Pakistan. Those neighbours appear
to have found, in varying degrees,
the newly adopted free trade policy
beneficial. At least, not much of
discontent has been aired by any of
these countries. In that case, why
should not Bangladesh and India
earn some benefit by introducing
the same system? One wonders.
Though all such cases are not
identical in terms of traded goods
and their volume, let us first take up
the case of Bangladesh.

There is a general apprehension
and veritable fear that under a Free
Trade arrangement cheaper Indian
goods will inundate Bangladesh
because of India's economy of scale
in production as well as consum-
mate skill, elaborate network, vast

our region, have benefited by using
this system, why should not we? In
that case, we have to examine first
the nature and extent of benefits
accrued by others as well as the
reasons thereof?

Two principal safeguards are
ensured for the weaker economy in
such agreements. One is induction
of the clause of a "negative list" on
which the principle of free trade will
not apply, fully or partially. The other
is a provision relating to the "length
of period" of restriction imposed on
such goods. In other words,
whereas all goods and, hopefully,
services will have free access
across the political boundaries of
the sovereign states, the two sides
may mutually draw up a list of com-
modities on which some restrictions
and barriers will remain for a speci-
fied period of time for entry into the
weaker economy. If Bangladesh is
able to draw up successfully a
suitably long list of exportable
commodities for a sufficiently long
period of time, we will be able to
derive substantial benefit by
enhancing our exports. This, how-
ever, will depend upon the art of
negotiations and the strength of
persuasion of the respective sides
during the course of future talks.

other, is in vogue. The most suc-
cessful of these lots is, no doubt, the
European Union. Its members are
not only economically, commercially
and even financially integrated, they
are taking steps towards political
integration. It is a remarkable
achievement. Yet, it took its mem-
bers about three decades to accom-
plish that. But this has been made
possible only through the exercise
of a spirit of understanding, com-
passion and sincere desire for
imparting equitable benefit to all
members. A common fund was first
created through subscription of rich
members, like Germany, France,
Luxembourg and others. These
funds were later allocated more to
poorer countries, such as Greece
and Portugal, so that the economic
and industrial level of all member-
states came close to one another in
order to allow a fair and just compe-
tition. In our region, the only country,
which can, to some extent, contrib-
ute to a common fund, is India. But
India is reluctant to grant such
material benefits to her relatively
poor neghbours in order to elevate
their economy and industry to allow
a fair competition.

One must not also be oblivious of
the fact that under the Free Trade

over-all trade imbalance will still
remain at $900 million. One may
naturally ask, if the trade imbalance
cannot be substantially reduced
under the free trade system, then
why is so much hulla-ballo? The
reply is that otherwise the trade gap
will widen further, to the detriment of
Bangladesh's interests. However,
though Bangladesh has limited
number and volume of exportable
items to India, the prospect of
enhancing our exports to a higher
level still exists. It depends upon the
skill and determination of our entre-
preneurs as well as facilities granted
by both governments.

There is another way of mitigat-
ing the trade imbalance which may
be toying in the minds of many. In
their opinion, Bangladesh and the
seven sisters of Eastern India
should have an exclusive Free
Trade agreement. The result will go
in favour of Bangladesh. But its
volume and value will be relatively
low. Yet, it has a better prospect in
future, particularly if Indian goods
cannot substantially and competi-
tively find market across Bangla-
desh in eastern India. One must
also note that Bangladesh and India
are participants in dialogues to forge
co-operation by forming sub-

regional groups like BIMSTEC.
Exclusive trade with eastern India
and consideration of providing
transport and road facilities to
Chittagong and its improved port
facilities will certainly prove to be of
mutual advantage. After all, a wel-
come beginning has recently been
made by introducing passenger bus
service between Dhaka and
Agartala.

It goes without saying that both
India and Bangladesh are hyper-
sensitive in their relations with each
other. So, both sides have to pro-
ceed with due caution. It is natural
that they will try to uphold their
respective national interests at best
as they can, but this should not be
done at the cost of the other's legiti-
mate interest. Solutions must be
fair, equitable and acceptable. In
order to register due progress, the
minor and less controversial sub-
jects must be dealt with first. This
would create a congenial atmo-
sphere and encourage further
progress. But the imperative need
for action towards increasing
Bangladeshi exports to India cannot
be denied even by India. This must
be addressed fully and promptly,
keeping in view future WTO
impacts. Free Trade arrangement
provides one such avenue of
redress and, therefore, deserves
due exploration.
| have had the personal experience
of witnessing the helpful attitude of
Indian Prime Minister Morarji Desai
in respect of the Ganges Treaty in
1977 and of Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi's unbounded enthusiasm
on the founding of the SAARC in
1985. | presume eyes of Prime
Minister Dev Gowda twinkled on the
occasion of signing the long-term
Ganges Treaty in 1996. Foreign
Minister J Sinha manifested a
positive tone when we met him
recently. Time has now come for
Prime Minister Vajpayee to do his
turn. This can be done by allowing
Bangladesh a long "negative list" for
a substantial period of time under a
Free Trade Agreement. This will not
only prove mutually beneficial for
the two neighbourly countries, but
will promote peace, progress and
amity among the people of the
region itself.

M.M.Rezaul Karim, a former Ambassador, is a
member of BNP's Advisory Council.

Colin Powell -- a

RON CHEPESIUK

the half truths and outright lies

that have gushed out of the Bush
administration about the intelli-
gence concerning Saddam and
weapons of mass destruction, one
top US official -- US Secretary of
State Colin Powell, the darling of the
US media, has remained above the
fray. Yet, it was Powell who made
the key February 5 presentation to
the United Nations that laid out the
US's case for going to war with Iraqg.

And now it has been revealed
that the Bureau of Intelligence and
Research (INR), the US State
Department's Intelligence Analysis
Unit, along with experts from the
Department of Energy, had advised
Powell that the evidence he was
going to use to prove Saddam was
re-starting a nuclear weapons
programme was "questionable."
Powell, the ever dutiful servant of
power, went ahead away and made
the dubious case for war with Iraq.

Once again, much of the US
media were willing to give Powell
the benefit of the doubt. After all, he
is a dove, isn't he, who must work
and survive among the hawks in the
Bush administration? A USA Today
newspaper headline published the
day after Powell's UN speech
graphically illustrated the media's
crush on Powell. "Case is stronger
when biggest dove makes it." So
now in light of this revelation, can we
expect the American media to take

the gloves off and do some hard
investigative reporting on the Colin
Powell-intelligence connection?
Don't hold your breath, even though
it's abig story.

If Powell had gone to the UN and
used his authority and stature to
treat the "intelligence" information in
the manner he reportedly describe it
in private -- as the excrement of a
bull -- then Uncle Sam's relentless
push to war might have sputtered or
at least been slowed down long
enough for rationality to return to the
making of US foreign policy. Imag-
ine what would have happened if the
Secretary of State, the official with
more credibility than any other Bush
official, had said: "l can't present this

I N the current controversy over

garbage to the world. Take it out or |
will resign"? But Powell didn't.
Instead, the statesman who over-
sees the US Embassy and its Ameri-
can Centre in Bangladesh, stood up
before the world and pointed to
blurry photographs to make the
Bush administration's case. "Trust
me when | say Saddam is trying to
re-start his nuclear weapons
programme", was Powell's mes-
sage to a skeptical world audience.
The US went to war, thousands died
and are still dying and the future of
destabilised Iraq remains uncertain.
Not since Ronald Reagan more
than 15 years ago has there been a
US statesman like Colin Powell who
has been able to wear the mantle of
the "Teflon Man" so comfortably.
The day after Powell's speech ,
journalist Norman Solomon wrote
on the website of Fairness and

from a burning helicopter. But the
image of the reluctant warrior who
believes in using force only as a last
option is shattered by Powell's own
words. In his autobiography, "My
American Journey," Powell reveals
that he saw nothing wrong with the
common practice during the Viet-
nam War of firing a bust of machine
gun fire from helicopter in front of
any Vietnamese peasant who
looked "really suspicious". In
defending his view, Powell wrote, "If
he moved, his movement was
judged evidence of hostile intent,
and the next burst was not in front of
him. Brutal? May be so. The killed-
or-be-killed nature of combat tends
to dull fine perceptions of right and
wrong."

In writing about his first tour of
duty of Vietnam, Powell also
defended the American military
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the abuses that led to the killing of
hundreds of unarmed Vietnamese
civilians. In researching their book,
"Four Hours in My Lai," British
journalists Michel Bolton and Kevin
Sim discovered a letter in the
National Archives in Washington DC
from a young American soldier
named Tom Glen who has served in
the Vietnam War. Written in Novem-
ber 1968, the letter is addressed to
General Creighton Abrams and
described how some American
soldiers were abusing Vietnamese
civilians and captured Viet Cong
suspects.

As authors Robert Perry and
Norman Solomon described the
letter in FAIR's publication EXTRA
(January-February, 1996), 'Glen's
overall complaints encompassed
some of the atrocities later dubbed
"The My Lai Massacre™ (which had

dove' in hawk's clothing?

of the arms for hostages negotia-
tions. . When a US congressional
enquiry asked Powell about the
affair, he claimed he couldn't
remember. Case closed again.

The few journalists who have
been willing to challenge the Powell
mystique have also questioned his
military leadership and compe-
tence, especially in waging the Gulf
War and in handling the military
disaster in Somalia in 1993. But
being competentin one's profession
doesn't really matter, if you are as
brilliant at networking as Powell has
shown himself to be and are willing
to adjust one's views to support the
current party position. Awide variety
of

influential individuals in Republi-
can circles, including George Bush,
Sr., Dick Cheney, Richard Armitage,
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1993. But being competent in one's profession doesn't really matter, if you are as brilliant at networking as Powell
has shown himselfto be and are willing to adjust one's views to support the current party position.

Accuracy in Media (FAIR), a US-
based media watch dog group, that
"there is no doubt about it. Colin
Powell is a great performer, as he
showed yet again at the UN Security
Council. On television, he exudes
confidence and authoritative judg-
ment. But Powell owes much of his
touted credibility to the fact that he is
functioning inside a media bubble
that protects him from direct chal-
lenge."

For Solomon and the few other
US journalists who have shielded
themselves from the strong glare of
the Powell charisma, the Secretary
of State's performance at the UN
was deja vu. A look at Powell's
career reveals that, while he may
look like a dove, talk like dove and
walk like a dove, he is, in fact, as
hawkish as Rummy, Wolfowitz or
any other leading statesmen in the
Bush administration. Let's look at
his war record. He is no doubt a war
hero. In the Vietnam War, he
received two Purple Hearts, includ-
ing one for saving fellow soldiers

practice of applying Zippo lighters to
the britches of Vietnamese civilians.
Yet as FAIR pointed out, "when
journalists who yearned for Colin
Powell read his memoirs, they took
almost no note of Powell's strong
lack of compassion when civilians
were dying..."

This is certainly not the philoso-
phy of a dove and, as for the matter
of "perceptions of right and wrong,"
lets consider Powell's connection to
one of the Vietham War's most
infamous incidents -- the My Lai
Massacre. In a 2000 article in the
Toronto Globe and Mail, noted
American journalist Christopher
Hitchens charged that "as a staff
major in Vietnam, Colin Powell
played a direct role in suppressing
the inquiry into the My Lai massacre
and related

atrocities against civilians."
Hitchens charge that Powell played
a "direct role" can be challenged,
but there is evidence that he did
nothing that could have held
exposed some of

occurred on March 16, 1968).
Though Glen made no specific
reference to My Lai, he expressed
deep concern about American
troops who "without provocation or
justification shoot at the people
themselves." When the letter landed
on Powell's desk, he did a quick
investigation, which didn't include
interviewing Glen, and dismissed
Glen's charge as unfounded. In a
memo dated December 13, 1968,
Powell wrote: "In the direct refuta-
tion of the portrayal is the fact that
relations between American sol-
diers and the Vietnamese people
are excellent." Case closed. The
Vietnam War would not be the last
time that the media-created image
could have been challenged by the
mainstream US media, if only it was
willing to do so. In 1995, for
instance, when Powell was still
being touted as the next U.S. Presi-
dent, embarrassing allegations
leaked about Powell's role in the
Iran-Contra affair and how Oliver
North had kept Powell fully informed

Casper Weinberger and Frank C.
Carlucci have helped Powell move
up the career ladder. In recognition
of being a life long protege of Bush
Sr., Powell's detractors have called
him another "SOB" (Son of a Bush).
Can we judge a man by the mentors
he has had? Let's look at some of
the movers and shakers who have
taught Powell the political ropes.
Casper Weinberger, under whom
Powell served in the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB), was
pardoned by Bush Sr. for his role in
theillegal Iran-Contra affair.
Carlucci, Weinberger's assistant
in the OMB, was accused of super-
vising the CIA plot that led to the
assassination of the Congolese
president Patrice Lumumba. Five
months after Lumumba's assassi-
nation, Armitage was expelled from
the Congo. Four years later,
Carlucci was expelled again, this
time from his CIA position in Tanza-
nia after being accused of trying to
assassinate the Burundi Prime
Minister Rene Ngendandumwe.

Richard Armitage, whom Powell
referred to in his autobiography as
"my brother and my bodyguard”,
was accused of moving heroin from
the Golden Triangle to the Golden
Crescent so it could be used against
Russian troops in Afghanistan. In
his book "Called to Serve", Colonel
James "Bo" Gritz, a former Green
Beret officer, alleged that Armitage
was a close confidant of Khu Sa, the
legendary heroin trafficker of the
Golden Triangle. Today, Armitage is
Powell's top aide at the State
Department.

And we all know about some
Dick's Cheney's cozy connection to
Big Business. A Federal Court is
now considering a lawsuit that
charges Cheney, while an executive
at Haliburton, a multi-billion dollar
oil-service company, misled inves-
tors. Haliburton, of course, is now
getting fat off of Iraq's post-war re-
construction.

Powell's detractors say he has
gotten an easy ride throughout his
career because of his skin color. In
the increasingly politically correct
America, one can't be too critical of
the media darling who happens to
be black unless you want to be
accused of racism. But some black
leaders have not impressed with the
person whom many say is the
perfect role model for young African
Americans. In a radio interview in
San Diego in November 2002,
famed singer Harry Belafonte
slammed Powell as being a sell out
to the black race. Belafonte com-
pared Powell to a plantation slave
and added that "when Colin Powell
dares to suggest other than what the
master wants to hear, he will be
turned back to pasture.”

But don't bet on that happening,
judging by the career of the careful
but ambitious man who has been
compared in stature to the popular
General and U.S. President Dwight
D. Eisenhower. If some day the
Bush administration decides it
needs to cover its behind on the Iraq
War fiasco, it will once again call on
the perfect servant to make its case
and spin the media.

Ron Chepesiuk is a Fulbright scholar and Visiting
Professor of Journalism at Chittagong University

How is the state of affairs in the state?

MoHAMMAD AMJAD HOSSAIN

HE state of affairs in all
sectors of the country has
come to such a pass thatiitis
anything but anarchic. It is simply
hard to accept what some members
of the Jatiya Sangsad would have
one to believe. They are apparently
least bothered when their attention
is drawn to pitiable road conditions,
deterioration of law and order and
sky high prices of essential com-
modities, for instance. They have
no respite, however, in raising their
allowances, availing of a posh area
house and tax free luxury car.
Members of the cabinet with a
few exception have seemingly used
the administration for achieving
their ends. The members of all
political parties have adopted this
policy when voted to power. With
their blessings party activists and
executives of CBA in different Cor-
porations and Departments are also

achieving their ends without caring
for employees as well as organisa-
tion. Itis really disturbing to note that
no mechanism has been in exis-
tence or operation which should
arrest such unhealthy trend. A
lineman in T and T Department or a
metre reader in DESA or Titas Gas
is earning much more than an
honest schoolteacher. However,
some school/college/university
teachers are also not lagging
behind. They have adopted innova-
tive method of earning more,
however at the cost of actual.
Coaching centers have sprung up
registering a mushroom growth. A
teacher is spending more hours at
coaching centre and less than
required at school/college/ univer-
sity. But a student from middle
class family could hardly afford the
exorbitant fees of coaching centre
after somehow managing the insti-
tution fee. And he/she is just not
taught anything at the seat of learn-

ing,

Frequent disruption of electricity
during scorching summer, ftraffic
jam and shortage of transports
(after rickshaws are made off the
road in certain areas) has made the
life of urban dwellers miserable.
Electricity has traveled to some
villages thanks to rural electrifica-
tion scheme. But the villagers
remain without electricity at least for
six hours a day. Water scarcity in the
capital has become a routine affair.
There have been no serious and
adequate attempts ever made to
improve the situation.

Rule of law simply remains a far
cry with law and order deteriorating
further. It is not understood why the
government is taking so much time
to separate Judiciary from the
Executive. If judiciary is not sepa-
rated as per provision of the consti-
tution, it cannot be said that the
country is governed according to
rule of law. Therefore, it is impera-

tive to separate Judiciary from the
Executive in the interest of democ-
racy.

The recent defeat of ruling alli-
ance candidates in Sylhet,
Narayanganj and Magura and also
losing of majority seats of chairman
in Union Parishad elections speak
of their dwindling popularity. The
leaders of the four party alliance
should take note of the trend which
reflects the mind of the voters, who
voted them to power in October
2001.

From their conducting of the
state affairs, it appears that there
has been no consistency in gov-
erning the country from a non-
partisan point of view. There has
been allegation of making adminis-
tration politicised. It is reliably
learnt that many police, civil and
foreign service officers were laid
off because they were recruited by
the Awami League government in
1973. Having served the country

for twenty-nine years and worked
under two BNP regimes in the past
these officers have now been
declared redundant. Immediately
after the liberation of the country
Awami League won the elections in
1973 and formed the government.
Hence, it was logical for the gov-
ernment in power to recruit people
to run the administration. One does
not find any reason of dispute
about the recruitment even if these
officers used to hold any pro-
Awami League stance. Every
individual has the right to hold his
or her personal opinion.

Some of the dismissed police
officers of the rank of superinten-
dent confided to this writer that
without assigning any reason what-
soever they were dispensed with
the services of the Republic. Offi-
cers appointed by the President of
the Republic under the constitu-
tional provision belong to the
Republic. If the allegation is correct,

one must point out constitutional
provision (2) of the article 135 in part
IX of the constitution, which,
interalia, says that "no such person
shall be dismissed or removed or
reduced in rank until he has been
given a reasonable opportunity of
showing cause why that action
should notbe taken."

While serving in the Republic
he/she should have allegiance to
the country and honour the work
assigned by the government within
the existing laws of the country. Itis
regrettable to note that many of our
officers show exuberance of alli-
ance publicly with the ruling party
during their tenure in service. They
should not forget that their services
are meant for the country and
people. During the last part of BNP
rule in 1996 some officers openly
demonstrated their anti-
government stance by addressing
public meeting from open dias near
the Press Club. This was gross

violation of discipline of the admin-
istration. This caused widespread
discontent and division in the
administration. This should not
have happened.

It is high time discipline is
brought and maintained in the
administration and it is allowed to
work without fear or favour in the
interest of good governance. Witch
hunting campaign by the immediate
past government as well as the
present government has only
caused damage to basic concept of
neutral administration. As a result,
there has been slow progress and in
some cases no progress at all in the
implementation of the projects.

However, at least in one area
there has been marked progress in
activity -- road repair! With the
assumption of power by the new
government digging of roads have
featured prominently along with
breaking and making of dividers.
Indiscriminate digging of roads by

different utility service providers is
already a common feature in the city
causing obstacles in vehicular and
also pedestrian movement. There is
no common agenda nor any coordi-
nation among the organisations like
WASA, T&T and DESA. The break-
ing and making of dividers have only
added to the publicinconvenience.

During the last more than one-
and-a-half-year rule of the ruling
alliance we have not yet come
across any project worth of creating
job opportunity for the increasing
number of the unemployed. Law
and order has gone beyond com-
prehension as daytime dacoity in
the capital and killing of police
personnel are causing too much of
alarming situation.

Are we paying for democracy, or
is itdemocracy paying off?
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