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THE DAILY

TIFA talks

US tepid about RMG
free access demand

Wills hopes to cut deal in two months

www.thedailystar, net

SECOND EDITION

BCL calls
off strike

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) yesterday called off an indefi-
nite strike at Dhaka University alter
a 'successful' dialogue with the
university authorities yesterday,
endinga six-day deadlock.

However, the university authori-
ties postponed all examinations
scheduled for Saturday considering
the convenience of the students,
who left residential halls. Butclasses
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Blast kills 11 at Jordan
embassy in Iraq

2 Marines die in gunbattle; US troops
nab 4 militia leaders

Iragi bystander was killed as 1S
soldiers sprayed the area with gun:
fire. His body lay spread-eagled on

REUTERS, Baghdad

A truck bomb exploded outside the

two American soldiers’ and
wounded another, dlong with an
Iragiinterpreter

STAR REPORT Framework Agreement (TIFA) neering, agro-baged industry and Commerce Minister Amir Khostu | will resume tomorrow, Jordanian embassy compound In  theroad, bloodoozing fromhishead The deaths brought 10 55 the
yesterday, information and communication MahmudChowdhuryontheoutcome "Examinations will be held as per Baghdad yesterday, killing atleast 11  ontothe baking-hot tarmac. numberof S troops killed inhostile

Washington responded lukewarm However, Assistant United States ' technology, meeting sources said, ofthe meetingat the ministry, schedule from Sunday," a university people, wounding 65 and strewing AUS army spokesman said there actionsinee May 1.

about a host of Dhaka's demands Trade Representative Ashley Wills "l have to disciss with my col- The meeting thoroughly dis- | pressreleasesaid. gutted cars, body paris and a sev- had been an improvised bomb Yestercay's embassy blast camea

including duty- and quota-free said the two countries are likely to  leagues in Washington about the cussed the drafts on TIFA prepared "We have called off the strike as | eredhead across thesirest outside. attack in the areq but had'no infor-  week after Jordan granted asylum to

access of readymade garment
(RME) and temporary movement of
natural persons at the talks on the
proposed Trade and Investment

signTIFA within two months.

The USdid not react positively to
the demands that also include
technical cooperation in light engi-

demands of Bangiadesh," Wills said

when asked abouthis opinion.
Anumberofissueshastobesettled

before signing the agreement, said

by both sides.
"We are close to signing the
agreement within two months,"
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

the authorities paid moral support
to our demands and assured that
steps would be taken to implement

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Elsewhere in the capital, US
troops exchanged fire with gunmen
innearby bulldings after a blastseta
Humvee vehicle ablaze. At least one

mation oncasualties.

The army said that in an earlier
gunbattle in central Haghdad on
Wednesday night, guerrillas killed

Saddam Hussein's elder daughters
Raghd and Rana, angering some
Iragis. Iragis who support Saddam

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

City still
suffers on
power cuts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Power cuts continued 1o make life
miserable in parts of Dhaka city
yesterday as the Dhaka Hlectricity
SupplyAuthority (DESA) falled to fix
the distribution line at Ulan Sub-
Starion.

DESA engineers worked flat out
to locate the glitch in it under-
ground cahle network fanning out
towards Dhanmondi as the Searlng
h eal parc hed people intheir houses.

"We reckon we'll not be able to

find the faulf in daytirme. The cables

n.ln heneath. the rouds which we'll
hitve to-dig a1/ night," said & DESA

engineer

"The faultfinding and repairing
jobs will be done on Thirsday night
and ifwill takea day or two torestore
normaley”

Sources hinted' that full s power
supplywas not possible today.

Meanwhile, mercury remained

JS body clobbers
PDB as loss runs
into Tk 1,600cr
In SIX years

SHAKHAWAT LITON

The Power Development Board
(PDB) counted over Tk 1,600 crorein
lossesinthe lmﬂ:yaarsamlalalﬂyﬂ
Sunignac body attrbuted dy
oo and 1

- garruption, systams

management,

Serutinising 'a PDB repord, the
Undertaking Committee of the
latiya Sangsad yesterday expressed
its dissatisfaction over the perfor-
mance of the organisation, asking it
to take steps tobecame profitable.

Terming the PDB affair a vast

In loises every year hacause of its
mismanagement; corription and
systems loss, The PDB chalrman
also admitted existence. of ‘some
manpgement anomalies mmimmit
e member; By Rustm All Fariji

+ told'The Datly Staraftes che mestifiy,

In his ‘defence, PDB. Chairman
Syed Abdul Mayeed clted severul
problems that led to the loss but
assured the committee of taking
steps'to combat corruption.

"Rradeunionism is a huge barrier
to attalninga better management it
the PDB. We had to compromise

a5 high'as 34,6 degrees Celsius yes- complicated maze, Abdul Alim, withunion leadersall the while. We
terdity coupled with humidity that chairman of the commitiee, desired  often cannol Implement some _
stoodatta percentinthecity. o to sit again 1o discuss at length its  projects even because of thelr pres- RTBISTAR

The "sultry weather proved
unbearable inmostly power outage-
SEE PAGE 11 COL7

A staif of a government office at Motijheel yesterday takes off his shirt and checks files h} candle Ilght as Inad shsd-
ding gripped the capital for tha second consecutive day.

activities and cormiption and mis-
management,
"“The PDB incurs huge amounts

sure," a source quoted. the PR
chairman assaying,
SEE PAGE 11 COLB

As bonks refuse to replace old and lom notes, street vendors make a brisk busi-
ness at Guiistan: The central bank has recently asked banks to accept old notes.

Rejoinder and
our reply

Tullew Off Ple in a rejoinder pro-
tested a news analysis headlined
"Shell's quit gpills slick on invest-
ment climate” published in The
Daily StarWednesday,

The rejoinder said the article
wrangfully suggested thal Tullow
acquired its second round licencing
interests through corruption.

It said Tullow was evaluated in
the official evaluation as top bidder
in all four second round blocks. The
rejoinder also! said Tullow was a
publiclisted company quoted in the
London Stock Exchange rather than
a'litfle known small Irish company'.

The second round blocks were
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Govt to seek time again
for upazila elections
SC deadline expires

RezauL KARIM

A Supreme Court deadline for‘hold-
ing upazila parishad polis ended
yesterday and the government will
seek extension of the deadline for
the 18th time,

The decision on whether the
local government ‘system would
remain ornot also remaing hanging.

occasions in the last 11 years to hold
the polls; There is a directive from
the Supreme Court to hold the
elections as per the constitution.

Officials said the law office of the
government is expected to appear
before the court tomorrow 1o’ seek
time.

The upazila system was revived
on February 1, 1889, but no direct

one officers, under. each upazila
parishad, but the absence of an
elected .chairman i5 hobbling its
activities.

The government has been seek-
ing time since the full bench of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court headed hy the then chief
justice Shahabuddin Ahmecl gave
verdict in 1992 for helding election

Cab driver
gunned down
at Agargaon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A cab owner and driver was gunned
down at West Agargaon in
Mohammadpur yesterday,

Three unidentified assailants
shot Ashek Ali, a retired army man,
in thechest at 7:30am in front of the
rented flat ofhis friend Imran whom
hewastogivealift, locals said.

He died on way to Pangu
Hospital,

"] heard a bang and Ashek col-
lapsed on the ground pushing the
gate ol a house. Going out, I saw

awarded to them on merit having The Local Government Division  ballotingwas hield to elect chairmen (o the bodies inline withArticle 59 of | Ashek's yellow cab but found none
satisfied all the relevant technical | of the Local Government and Rural  tothe bodiesacross the country. the Constitution. there," said Mohammad Nasir,
and financial criteris, itadded. Development and Cooperatives Officigls said there are some 753 Upazila parishad, one of the vital | securityguard ofthe building.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Ministry has sofar soughttime on 17

public servants, including 17 class

PHOTO: SYED ZAKIR HOSSAIN

A cormarant swings on-a bamboo branch at Bara Bhadurpur while hatchlings cuddle in safety, NACOM has turned

thevillage into a bird sanctuary.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

SEE PAGE 11 COL B

Where birds
fweet in bliss

INAM AHMED

When the cormorant was found
dead and eold under the bamboo
bush, Hakim Uddin stood frozen in
the first morning light. He could feel
thehot trailof tears rolling down his
cheeks, He fondly brushed off the
red ants that piled out of the open
beak ofthe black birc,

Later that day he burled the bird.
Neighbours joined in; the curious
funeral.

It is immediately obvious that
Bara Bahadurpuy village in
Manikgan] is different. 1t is a birc
sanctliiary, run by the Nature
Conservation Movement (NACOM)
withvillagers' participation.

The approach is difficult and

aven a bit risky, with the large waves
of the choppy, monsoon-swollen
Padmabreakingonthe banks,

Aswe stepped ashore we saw the
cormorants and herons flapping
overhead, buffeted by high winds.
Next came the cackles, hundreds of
hoarse, high-pitched voices,

Hakim emerges from his dingy
bamboo lean-to, a thin, hole-
pocked, half-sleeved vest clinging to
his tarso,

"Climb up,” he says, pointing to a
barnboo ludder; shooting seme 120
feet upinto the skyin the middle ofa
thicket of bamboo bushes and
mahogany (rees. "But keep quiel or
they'll be disturbed.”

Ittakes several gruelling minutes

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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