DHAKA MONDAY AUGUST 4, 2003

RECOMME}\JDATIONS

Exhibition
August01-15

Gallery Chitrak (House # 21,
Road #4, Dhanmondi) is holding
an exhibition of print-works by
four artists--Safiuddin  Ahmed,
Mohammad Kibria, Rafiqun Nabi
and Monirul Islam. The 15 day-
long exhibition will remain open
for visitors from 10 am to 9 pm
daily.

August 01-07

The 5th Contemporary Young
Painters' Exhibition from Japan is
going on at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Arts, Dhaka
University. Displaying art-works of
16 Japanese artists, the show is
open for visitors from 2 pmto 8 pm.

Maya

August02-11

A solo painting exhibition titled
Maya by artist Khaled Mahmud is
going on from August 2 at La
Gallery, Alliance Francaise (26,
Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, R/A).
The display of artworks will
remain open everyday from 9.00
amt08.00 pm. till August 11.

Cultural Function
August 02-05

Jahangirnagar Shanskritik Jote
holds a 4 day-long cultural
functions as part of their fight
against oppression of women,
fundamentalism and
communalism. The programme
includes discussions, drama,
recitation, songs, photography
exhibition and films. The events
will take place at the
Muktamancho, Shahid Minar and
Amar Ekushey premises of the
Jahangirnagar University.

DramalLane

Bangladesh Mahila Samity

4 Natok Soroni

New Baily Road

Group Plays Date

Bahubachaan:  Daybaddha: August4

Nattaydhara: Gharami  August 5

Sapnadal: ~ Trinksha August 6
Shatabdi

Aroynnak: Sankrantee: August 7

Theatre: Meraj Fakirer August 8
Maa

Dhaka Padatik: Jatree: August 9

Nattychakra:  Pratistha  August 10
Barshiky

Udichee:  Chilekothar-August 11
sipai

Pratidandee: Shadhu- August 12
charan

Prachanut:  Kanniya August 13

Dhaka- Pracha  August 14

Theatre
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Printmakers nonpareil

Exhibition of four pioneer artists at "Chitrak”

FAYza HAQ

HEN something as rare
as the ongoing exhibition
of pioneer printmakers of

Bangladesh at "Chitrak" takes
place, itis only normal that art lovers
will flock to it. The works of Safiuddin
Ahmed, Mohammad Kibria, Rafiqun
Nabi and Monirul Islam fascinates
even senior artists, who had not
seen so many excellent examples of
print media work at one go before in
a private gallery at Dhaka.

Thisis the first time that one had
seen ten of Safiuddin's prints at one
time in recent days. His works dates
back to decades. In "Receding
flood" and "Fishing time" one finds a
tree in black, filled with leaves and
branches that appeared like curled
Bangladeshi traditional fans. There
is a geometrical harmony and
buoyancy in the images, qualities
that were undoubtedly nonpareil.
The simple use of shades of pink
and black lent unusual lyricism. The

colour. The first impact is that of a
sweeping bird which has enfolded

Safiuddin Ahmed

the birds. The focus is on the water,
net and the boats and this is semi
abstract work on embossed paper
and you comprehend the subject at

Central School of Arts and Crafts,
London. At present he is a part time
teacher at the Institute of Fine Arts,
DU since 1994.

In Rafiqun Nabi's woodcuts one

create life. I've enjoyed working in
this media from 1974. However |
didn'tlearn to do woodcuts suddenly
in Greece as | had my lessons sitting
in Dhaka from Safiuddin Ahmed and

Fishing Time:

finds representation of life. "lt's a
difficult media. When | studied fine
arts at Athens, my professor was
Grammatopoulos, who is famous in
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Rafiqun Nabi

water in the aquatint cum intaglio
word is deep blue. Boats, houses
and plants are included in the com-
position with one image intertwining
with another. The lines are definitely
incredibly strong. In "Sound of
water" the same style and theme are
brought and continued. Here we see
expanses of black along with con-
trasting turquoise blue and orange --
all three being basically primary
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Struggle

thefirstgo.

Safiuddin Ahmed, born in 1922 in
Calcutta, India, has graduated in
Fine Arts from Government School
of Art, Calcutta, India in 1946. He
has graduated in education from
India in 1958 and holds a diploma in
Etching and Engraving from the

Wood cut

Europe, who had inspired me at the
outset. | do not imitate but learnt
about colour, atmosphere and the
fact that you can make a print
appear like oil or water colour. Itis a
media in which the work normally
can appear very stiff and from
something dead as wood we must

Softground & Aquatint

| feel that mine is a development of
that."

In "Kingfisher" you see a bird
which has different colours
flecked on it, such as green, blue
and black. Surrounding the bird
with its sharp beak and legs are
scattered horizontal and vertical
lines of dull gray, dull green with
more colours to balance that while
in between are little patterns.
"Struggle" brings a goat in black,
representing action as seen
seldom before in print seen in an
animal trying to free itself from the
bindings of ropes. "Everything is
simplified and yet you see the
strength of the lines. | have tried
to bring in an element of humour
in the composition. Also I've
included soft muted mustard, gray
and yellow hues in the back-
ground. Again, I've played with
lines."

Rafiqun Nabi was born in 1943 at
Chapainawabganj and has gradu-
ated in Drawing and Painting from
Dhaka in 1964. He has studied print
making at the Athens School of Fine
Arts, Greece (1973-76). At present,
he is a professor of Drawing and
Painting at the Institute of Fine Arts
DU.

To be continued
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Celebration

Welcoming Barsha
Enthusiasts of Gopibagh holds Sraban Mela

HARUN UR RASHID

HE name Gopibagh may
sound to some rather unlikely
to be a venue for cultural
programmes. Especially, one might
be reminded of its once notoriety for
mugging and political feuds. Added
to this, at present the City Corpora-
tion has been executing its usual
untimely road-digging project

across the whole neighbourhood
causing horrible plight for both the
habitats and visitors. But in spite of
all these hazards, the place recently
became vibrant with tunes of songs,
emotive recitation of popular
poems, beats of musical instru-
ments and, above all, with enthusi-
astic applause of audience.

Agroup of local youths organised
a celebration fair of Sraban, the

Children performed poetry recitatio a he Sraban Mela organised y the

local youths of Gopibagh in the city.
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Rainy Season month of the Bangla
calendar year. Having started on
July 29, the four-day celebration
presented cultural performances by
both local and guest artistes.

A thought-provoking discussion
session on the third day of the fair
revealed the rich presence of
Barsha (the Monsoon) in Bangla
literature and culture. Eminent
litterateur Shawkat Ali, Mohsin
Shastropani, Kafil Ahmed, Haider
Anowar Khan and others partici-
pated in this lively discussion.

A number of cultural groups like
Srijon, Bibartan, Dhaboman,
Matridhara, Shamageet, Uttaran
and Pratyoy rendered gonosangeet
at the fair. Besides, reputed recital
artistes Shimul Mustafa and
Mahidul Islam, and performers of
cultural groups Srot and
Swarkalpon recited from poems on
the monsoon.

Apart from the cultural shows, a
few stalls displayed folk art-works
and earthenware in the fair. The
whole Third Lane, where the cele-
bration fair took place, had become
an inspiring gathering of people who
are culturally enlightened and truly
Bangali at heart.

Music Plus special
on Fahmida Nabi

CULTURE DEsK

Music Plus, a special menu on
music, telecast daily on Channel-i,
will feature Fahmida Nabi, today, at
6.15 pm.

The programme will highlight an
interview and songs from her
recent album Yusuf Zulekha. Songs
titted Yusuf Zulekha, Tumi ki shei
tumi and Bhalobashar kono maney
nei will be broadcast. The
programme will be hosted by Izaz
Khan Swapan.

The daughter of eminent artiste,
late  Mahmudun Nabi, Fahmida
started singing from her very child-
hood. She was enlisted as a singer
of BTV and Bangladesh Betar in
1977.
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