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Exhibition

July 25-29

Artist Fayekah Assanah is
holding her first ever solo painting
exhibition at Drik Gallery from
July 25. Entitled Imagines, the
exhibition was inaugurated by

eminent

cultural personality

Mustafa Monwar. The five-day
long show remains open for
everyone until July 29.

July 11-August 1

Aminiature art exhibition is going
on at the Shilporag Art Gallery
from 11 July to 1 August daily
from 11 pm to 8 pm. Venue:
Gallery Shilporag, House: 15,

Road: 16,

Dhanmondi.

Maya

August 02-11
A solo painting exhibition titled

Maya by

artist Khaled Mahmud

will be inaugurated on August 2 at
La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
(26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
R/A) at 5.00 pm. The display of

A play with politics in mind

"Tomasha" performed at Mahila Samity

FAyzA HAQ

SHIM Das, the director of

the play "Tomasha" which

was recently staged at

Mahila Samity, said, "The
play 'Tomasha' is about the elec-
toral malpractice and atrocities.
There were the atrocities on the
minorities, there was oppression of
the opposition parties and inhu-
manities on many after the elec-
tion on 11" October. There was
killing, rape, seizure and burning of
properties. This is a 'docudrama’
which is episodic in nature. I did
not show rape as such on the stage
but sounds of women in pain
shouting out for help and slides
that suggested the heinous act.
There were also the complaints of
the fathers against the torture and
inhumanity. I felt that it was even
more effective than the actual
presentation of such an act, say on
the screen.

"I did not want to keep women
as performers in the play as it is a
political one and can be closed any
time with police action. On April 4,
the play was incidentally closed by
the police in Chittagong Muslim
Hall after 50 minutes of perfor-
mance. The way the play has been
reported about in the papers,
although we are pleased that peo-
ple will definitely be attracted at
the same time there is fear of the
stoppage of the play although we
have come from far to give our
message," said Ashim Das , the
director of "Tomasha".

"There is no plot in the play as
such. It is a combination of many
incidents . By 'Tomasha' we mean
darkness . We took the articles
written by people like
Mumtazuddin Ahmed, Shahriar
Kabir, Abdul Ghaffar Chowdhury,
Bollal Sen, Muntasir Mamun, Abu
Musa and others that appeared in
newspapers. We then dramatised
the pieces such as Wahidul Huq's
writing was transformed into an
entire scene. Sometimes we used
cartoons such as the one by Shishir
Bhattacharya where a Jamaat
leader went to the Savar National
Memorial and an old man wiped
his feet with his tears which was
transformed into another scene.

"We have included another
incident built around a well known
minority community individual,
who was threatened with circumci-
sion by the rabble, made to drink
urine and tortured furthermore,
apart from being bereft of Tk.
1,00,000. We also show four leaders
dicing Bangladesh into four sec-
tions for Muslims, Hindus, Chris-
tians and Buddhists. We depict
famous politicians, justices, and a
former president, many connected
with a certain government,
crouching around dustbin which

Pres

stand for what we believe they
have made out of history. We
believe that history can be divided
inalarge baskets of good deeds and
evil ones. We call the characters
pseudonyms with comic turns."

Asked to say a few words about
Avant Garde, the group, Das said, "
We wanted to promote profession-
alism. We tried to guarantee that
the performers would have money
as much as paying for their rick-
shaw fare to and from work."

Talking about the problems that
he faced in making the play Das
said, " Since there was fear of shut-

were afraid of stampede and may-
hem. Thus our revenues were
reduced. Even though we are
continuing with our play, our
audience is diminishing instead of
increasing. Since this deals with a
recent crisis we expected a warmer
response and so were disap-
pointed. Again, we have tried to be
neutral showing the problems with
the Awami League when they were
in power and that with BNP, along
with those of the Leftists( the last
being detached from the society,
as I see it, compared to those in my

days). We show a famous lawyer,
who after October 2001, went to
relieve the discrimination of hu-
man rights in a foreign country
when there were problems galore
among the masses for him to hold
up back home instead Bangladesh.
We depicted how a famous poet
changed his sides with the change
of government. We felt that such a
prominent person should have
shown more loyalty and stability.
This came under strong criticism
from certain quarters. My percep-
tions may be wrong but I have
depicted what I gleaned from my
readings of newspapers and maga-

for the viewers the director said,
"Fortunately the audience was well
aware of the existence of the char-
acters that we had ridiculed and
there was often much laughter
from among the audience. There is
nothing new. The mockery is of
things past. There is nothing for
them to be confused with. The
reason why I've had the play is to
remind the viewers of the recent
wrongs in our history. No one
wrote the script individually. It is
what I and some of my colleagues
like Shamsul Kabir Liton, Shumon
Barua, Al Noman, Jisu Das etc.
gleaned from the news media,
some of the writings being actually
flashed on the props as backdrops.
The facts were simply lifted and
edited."

Touching on whether there was
a lot of the element of violence in
the play, Ashim Das said, "There is
violence in the words but notin any
of the actions on stage. It stirs you
and makes you think. I feel that it
will move people and one does not
have to be particularly politically
motivated in getting angry about
incidents like rape and carnage
because it could happen to any-
body and one could read the play
on a universal level if one stretches
one's imagination. One could very
well be in the place of one of the
sufferers and there are corrupt
politicians the world over from
time immemorial."

Dwelling on whether they had
enough funds, Das said, " The play
depends on our personal contribu-
tions and the sale of the tickets
which certainly have not been
enough. Asitis, in Bangladesh, one
often has to have some other pro-
fession apart from being a stage
actor. A human rights activist,
advocate Rana Das Gupta took a
personal interest in helping us out
with donation and arranging for
sale of tickets."

So far, apart from "Tomasha"
Avant Garde has produced "Noti
Binodini" which is about a famous
Bengali stage actress and Kafka's "
Metamorphosis" under the name "
Omriter Shandhaney". Dasruns an
acting school in Chittagong called
"Fame School of Dance Drama and
Music" which began in 1998 and
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Madonna is new face of Gap

ADONNA follows in the
footseps of stars such as
AnjelicaHuston.

Singer and actress Madonna is
thenew face of the US clothing giant
Gap.

A spokeswoman from the cloth-
ing chain said the new campaign
would also star rap diva Missy Elliott
and would starton 28 July.

Madonna joins a stable of celeb-
rities including Anjelica Huston,
Dennis Hopper and Macy Gray as a
front person for the casual clothing
label.

Media analysts are hailing
Madonna's inclusion as Gap's
biggest celebrity coup yet.

"This is the coolest idea.
Madonnahas keptherimage fresh,"
said Mike Toth, president and chief
creative director for Toth Brand

Madonna follows in te footses of
stars such as Anjelica Huston

Imaging, a US brand and advertis-
ingcompany.

Madonna has not appeared in
many commercials, although she

did front a campaign for Pepsi in
1989 which used her song "Like a
Prayer". The ad campaign collapsed
after one day due to the controver-
sialmusicvideo for the song.

The Gap adverts are also expected to
include tie-ins with Madonna's
children's book, The English Roses,
which is due out on 15 September.
Madonna is currently at number
two in the UK singles chart with her
song Hollywood.

Gap has made a concerted effort
to lure young shoppers into its
stores by using celebrities in its
advertising.

The clothing chain, which has
suffered criticism for the way in
which it produces its clothes in
developing nations, has recovered
after suffering a recent slump in
sales.

Aishwarya's secret is bang on ‘target'

T is known to all what

Aishwarya Rai is up to these

days. She is away in London
shooting for GL Bride and Preju-
dice. But what about Rai the pro-
ducer?

It goes back to the days when the
Rais had come together as a family
unit to produce Dil Ka R Shabbir
Boxwala. The film saw Ash play the
lead role, where mother Vrinda
wrote the story and produced it.
Though the movie did decent
business in India, it was a big hit
abroad.

No wonder the company, Target
Films, is on its way to create yet
another extravaganza. Both Aditya

and St extremely secretive about
this mega project that they've been
workingon.

We hear that they've supposedly
roped in a huge foreign invest-
ment, and have even involved a
US-based script v the project. Also,
a birdie tells us that Ash has asked
for some of the story's ideas to be
sent to her in London for finalise.
So, one can be pretty sure that it
will be the gorgeous Rai who will be
the star attraction in her home
more. But we do wonder who the
herowillbe?

Madhureeta Mukherjee
Times News Network

PHOTO :AFP
BERLIN
GERMANY : A
model displays an
outfit during an
open-air fashion
show in Berlin's
Tiergarten late 26
July 2003. The
Coral Fashion
Show featured
ready-to-wear as
well as haute
couture,and took
place in front of

PHOTO :AFP

British rock singer Robbie Williams
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