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Bank of the West
Classic Clijsters’
AFP, Stanford

Kim Clijsters is used to playing long 
matches against Jennifer Capriati, 
but now she is winning them. 

The second-seeded Clijsters 
overcame No. 3 Capriati, 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2, in 1 hour, 55 minutes to win her 
fifth title of the year Sunday at the 
565,000-dollar Bank of the West 
Classic. 

Capriati had won the first three 
encounters with Clijsters, includ-
ing their thrilling 2001 French 
Open final, which featured a 12-10 
third set. But the last four meetings 
have gone three sets, with Clijsters 
winning the last two. 

Armstrong wins 
Tour de France 
AFP, Paris

Lance Armstrong assured his fifth 
consecutive yellow jersey here on 
Sunday after the 20th and final 
stage of the centenary Tour de 
France where the hosts were given 
an unexpected victory. 

Armstrong, the 31-year-old 
team leader of US Postal, becames 
the fifth rider to have won the race 
five times, equalling the record of 
Spain's Miguel Indurain who won 
the race five times consecutively 
between 1991-95. 

"I'm tired but happy," smiled 
the Texan on the Champs-Elysees. 

"This was the most difficult of all 
my five wins, but I'll definitely be 
back next year to try for my sixth." 

Germany's 1997 Tour winner 
Jan Ullrich came second overall on 
the race, the 29-year-old Bianchi 
team leader finishing at a promis-
ing 1min 01sec behind Armstrong 
after giving his American rival a 
scare halfway through the race. 

"I am very emotional about it," 
said the German who has now 
finished second on five occasions. 

"It is the sixth time that I have 
had this feeling. It was really a 
superb Tour this year and after so 
many dark years for me, this has 
been a great comeback." 

Telekom r ider  Alexandre  
Vinokourov became the first 
Kazakh rider to finish on the Tour 
de France podium, the 29-year-old 
finishing third at 4:14. 

"I'm happy to get on the 
podium, although I didn't expect to 
do it this year," said Vinokourov, 
the winner of the race's ninth stage 
to Gap on the day that Armstrong 
narrowly avoided the fatal crash of 
Spanish rival Joseba Beloki. 

Roddick 
prevails
AFP, Indianapolis

Top seed Andy Roddick played 
clever tennis in tough, windy 
conditions Sunday to beat second 
seed Paradorn Srichaphan 7-6 
(7/2), 6-4 in the final of the 600,000-
dollar ATP hardcourt tournament 
here. 

The sixth-ranked Roddick 
claimed his third title of the year 
after starting the week off in trou-
ble against France's Cyril Saulnier, 
who led their second-round match 
by a set and a service break. 

By Sunday, however, Roddick 
was playing top quality tennis. 

"I never like saying I'm playing 
my best because, hopefully, two 
days from now I'll be playing 
better," said Roddick, who has now 
won six of his eight career titles in 
the United States. "I think at 
Queen's and Wimbledon, I was 
playing close to my best. It's defi-
nitely exciting these past couple of 
months." 

AFP, Barcelona

American teenager Michael Phelps 
cemented his starring role at the 
World Swimming Championships 
here on Sunday by claiming his 
third gold and clinching his fifth 
world record. 

The 18-year-old Phelps clocked 
4:09.09 in the 400m individual 

medley to break the previous best 
of 4:10.73 he achieved earlier this 
year, and overtake the former 
record of four world records in the 
one meet achieved by fellow 
American Mark Spitz at the 1972 
Munich Olympics. 

As the curtain came down on 
the championships, the United 
States had the last word smashing 
the world record on their way to 
victory in the men's 4x100m med-
ley relay. 

The US team of Aaron Peirsol, 
Brendan Hansen, Ian Crocker and 
Jason Lezak timed 3:31.54 to break 
their own previous mark of 3:33.48 
set in Yokohama in September 
2002. 

Alexander Popov led Russia to 
silver with Japanese star Kosuke 
Kitajima achieving the fastest split 
ever over the breaststroke leg to set 
his team on their way to a first 
world relay medal. 

Australia, the defending cham-
pions, were disqualified in the 
heats. 

In the last worlds, the US trailed 
Australia 9-13 on gold medals, but 
this time around it was 11-6 in the 
Americans favour with more 
nations than ever before striking 

gold. 

Phelps, who had been on the US 
team in the morning heats of the 
4x100m medley relay, said he was 
disappointed he had not been 
included in the finals with Crocker 
upstaging him once again after 
snatching the 100m fly gold 
Saturday. 

The top performer of the cham-
pionships, ahead of Australians 
Grant Hackett and Ian Thorpe, 
Phelps had to settle for silver in the 
100m fly, with Crocker also break-
ing Phelps' new world record. 

"My big disappointment here 
was losing the fly and not compet-
ing in the relay," said Phelps. 

"We wanted to break the world 
record this morning and we didn't. 
I'm definitely disappointed but Ian 
deserved to be on that relay. It's 
pretty much decided on times," 
said Phelps. 

"I hate to lose but this is going to 
help me leading up to next year." 

He also won gold in the 200m fly 
and 200m individual medley and 
took silver in the 4x200m freestyle 
relay, to bring his medal count to 
five. 

And he said that he was gunning 
to rival the achievements of legend 
Spitz, who holds the record for 
Olympic medals. 

Phelps puts US on top 

PHOTO: AFP

American Michael Phelps jubilates after winning the 400m individual medley 
gold at the 10th FINA Swimming World Championships on Sunday.

PHOTO: AFP

American Lance Armstrong holds up the Tour de France trophy on Sunday.
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MacGill said he could see no rea-
son why he, leg-spinner Shane 
Warne and left-arm slow bowler 
Brad Hogg could not play in the 
same side.

"With Warney in the side and 
Hoggy as well it could be a great 
spin battery, and I think we would 
have a red hot shot at winning in 
India," he said.

M a c G i l l  s a i d  t h a t ,  w i t h  
wicketkeeper-batsman Adam 
Gilchrist averaging more than 60 in 
Test cricket, it would not be far-
fetched for Australia to field five 
bowlers -- two pacemen and three 
spinners -- in India and relying on 
six batsmen.

MacGill, previously an occa-
sional Test player called up for duty 
when Warne was injured, has been 
given an extended run in the 
Australian side while Warne sits 
out a 12-month drug ban ending 
February.

MacGill said he was improving 
all the time.

"I'm a much better bowler 
now," he said. "I have much more 
confidence about where the ball is 
going to go.

"Now I'm actually working out 
how I want to dismiss each player, 
rather than saying to myself 'If it 
comes out right, I'm going to get 
him out'.”

Zeroing 
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Richard Hadlee and Sri Lankan 
Muttiah Muralitharan.

The great England spinner, Syd 
Barnes, heads the list with an 
average of seven wickets a Test. 

Waugh said MacGill could make 
it hard for Warne to reclaim what 
had previously been an automatic 
spot in the world' best team if he 
continued to take five wickets a 
Test. 

"Who knows what's going to 
happen in the future? Shane's still 
got a bit of time on the sidelines," 
Waugh said. 

"We all know how great a bowler 

Shane is, but things may change. If 
you keep taking five or six wickets a 
Test, you've got to have a good case 
for inclusion." 

Warne's suspension ends next 
February. 

MacGill has six more Tests - two 
against Zimbabwe and four against 
India - before Warne can play 
again. 

MacGill said he had relished the 
opportunity to be part of the 
Australian side for a full year rather 
than being called up occasionally 
when Warne was injured. 

"This is a good 12 months' 
cricket that I've been given an 

Waugh's Warne-ing

'No rivalry
with Steve'
AFP, New Delhi

India's star batsman Sachin 
Tendulkar on Monday saluted Steve 
Waugh for scoring a 32nd Test 
century, saying there was no rivalry 
with the evergreen Australian 
captain to score more.

Waugh's back-to-back hundreds 
against Bangladesh helped him 
surpass Tendulkar's tally of 31 
centuries and left the Aussie just two 
short of former Indian captain Sunil 
Gavaskar's record of 34.

But Tendulkar, eight years youn-
ger than the 38-year-old Waugh, 
dismissed suggestions a race was on 
to see who emulated Gavaskar's feat 
first.

"Am I itching to get No. 32? No. 
There's no race between Steve and 
me, nor is there a rivalry over centu-
ries," Tendulkar told the Calcutta-
based Telegraph newspaper.

"Steve's a great cricketer and 
batsman. He deserves the success 
that comes his way.

"Of course, I would like to score 
more. But at the same time, what-
ever runs I get will be runs for Team 
India.

opportunity to participate in and 
I'm going to cash in. 

"But when Shane comes back it 
will be as it's always been. I think 
he's going to be in great shape 
when he gets back and I expect him 
to play almost immediately. 

"I just have to make sure I don't 
have any regrets for the period of 
time I get a clear run." 

Starting the day with 106 for 
four wickets in their second 
innings, Bangladesh were all out 
for 163 shortly before lunch, with 
more than five sessions remaining. 

MacGill picked up three more 
victims as Bangladesh plunged to 
their 20th defeat in their first 21 
matches in Test company. 

It came only a week after 
Australia outplayed them in 
Darwin, winning the first game 
between the two countries in a 
canter. 

MacGill snapped up 5-56 after 
capturing 5-77 in the first innings.        
This match marked his second haul 
of 10 or more scalps in a Test -- he 
snared 12 against England in 
Sydney in 1999. 

Bangladesh made 295 in their 
first knock before Australia 
slammed a mammoth 556 at 
almost a run a minute for four 
wickets in their only innings before 
declaring. 

Darren Lehmann (177), Waugh 
(156 not out) and Martin Love (100 
not out) all plundered centuries 
from the inexperienced bowling 
attack. 

I n  B a n g l a d e s h ' s  s e c o n d  
innings, only Hannan Sarkar (55) 
and Habibul Bashar (25) displayed 
major resistance. 

Paceman Jason Gillespie gave 
MacGill excellent support, bagging 
4-38 as Bangladesh lost six wickets 
for 57 runs on the final day, with the 
last four wickets crashing for a 
mere seven runs as the innings 
ended 25 minutes before lunch. 

Bridge team
goes to  
Jordan today
SPORTS REPORTER

A six-member Bangladesh bridge 
team leaves today for Amman to 
take part in a zonal bridge champi-
onship.

Dutch-Bangla Bank is sponsor-
ing the trip to the Jordanian capital 
where around twenty-five teams 
will be competing. The eight-day 
tournament will start on August 1. 

The s ix-member  team is  
S h a m s u z z a m a n  K a m a l ,  D M  
Hanzala, Syeed Ahmed Rabi, 
Mesbahur Rahman and Bani Amin.

Binny urges
ex-players
to help
REUTERS, Karachi

Roger Binny believes that former 

Indian and Pakistani players can play 

an influential role in the resumption 

of bilateral cricket ties between the 

two countries

"Ex-players can increase pressure 

on the governments by giving out 

statements and interacting at every 

level," the former Indian Test player 

told this news agency late on Sunday.
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The Norway Cup, the biggest 
s o c c e r  c a r n i v a l  i n  t h e  
Scandinavian country, features a 
record 1460 teams this year from 
across the world. The affluent 
nation has been hosting the annual 
jamboree of school goers for the 
31st year on the trot.
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25th minute.

Bharat gave Railway hope with a 30th 
penalty stroke. But Indian Mabinur 
Rahman restored Usha's advantage 
in the 57th minute.

Railway got seven penalty-
corners but failed to convert them 
into goals on the other hand Usha 
gained two out of five.
TODAY'S MATCH

Shishu Kishore SC vs Victoria SC 
(2:15)

Abahani KC vs Sonali Bank (4:15pm)

Railway 
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continue until December 1, has 
accepted a lesser role in the newly-
created position of selection man-
ager. He will also remain a selector.

Martin Snedden, the chief 
executive of NZC, said: "The 
changes to the panel's structure are 
not a reflection on Richard but 
address the need for the coach to 
have ultimate responsibility for the 
performance of the team."

Hadlee, along with acting 
national coach Ashley Ross and 
two others to be announced by 
August 8, will continue to pick the 
teams to tour India and Pakistan 
b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  a n d  
November.

Hadlee to be 

Norway Cup

PHOTO: STAR

LET'S GO HOME! Moulavibazar Wanderers' Nigerian recruits Ladi Baba Lola and Bode Baba Lola board a rickshaw 
for the team's hotel after taking a dip in a swimming pool in Barisal yesterday. The Bangladesh Football Federation 
has temporarily suspended the two players due to complications regarding the validity of their International Transfer 
Certificate (ITC).

PHOTO: STAR

Action from yesterday's Green Delta Premier Division Hockey League encounter between Railway and Usha at the 
Maulana Bhasani National Stadium yesterday.

PHOTO: STAR

Scene from the Dhaka Metropolis inter-school football competition match 
between Emarat Hossain Adarsha High and Nabakumar Institute at the outer 
stadium yesterday.
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Giles (two for 45) had a second wicket 
when Jacques Rudolph (eight) was 
stumped by Stewart, Smith then 
declaring. 

England started the final day on 274 
for seven, 21 runs short of the follow-on 
target of 395. 
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the fifth and final 
day of the first Test between England 
and South Africa at Edgbaston on 
Monday:

SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 594 for 5 
declared (G Smith 277, H Gibbs 179)

ENGLAND: First innings (overnight 
374-7)

Trescothick b Ntini 31

Vaughan c Boucher b Pretorius 156

Butcher lbw b Ntini 13

Hussain lbw b Pollock 1

McGrath c Rudolph b Pretorius 34

Stewart b Pretorious 38

Flintoff lbw b Pretorius 40

Giles b Pollock 41

Gough c Rudolph b Ntini 1

Harmison b Ntini 0

Anderson not out 0

Extras: (b-19, lb-6, w-11, nb-17) 53 

Total: (All out in 122.4 overs) 408

Fall of wickets: 1-66, 2-132, 3-133, 4-
222, 5-306, 6-311, 7-374, 8-398, 9-398
Bowler O M R W
Pollock 27.4 10 51 2

Ntini 28 8 114 4

Willoughby 20 7 46 0

Pretorius 25 2 115 4

Peterson 22 9 57 0

SOUTH AFRICA: Second innings

Smith b Giles 85

Gibbs b Anderson 9

Kirsten c McGrath b Harmison 1

Dippenaar not out 28

Rudolph st Stewart b Giles 8

Extras: (lb-2, nb-1) 3

Total: (For 4 wkts decl in 26 overs)1 34

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-32, 3-114, 4-134

Did not bat: Boucher, Pollock, 
Pretorius, Willoughby, Peterson, Ntini
Bowler O M R W

Harmison 6 0 34 1

Anderson 10 1 37 1

Giles 8 0 45 2

Flintoff 2 0 16 0

ENGLAND: Second innings

Trescothick not out 45

Vaughan c Pollock b Peterson 22

Extras: (b-4, lb-1) 5

Total: (For 1 wkt in 21.2 overs) 72

Fall of wickets: 1-72
Bowler O M R W

Pollock 7 3 6 0

Ntini 4 0 38 0

Peterson 6.2 2 15 1

Pretorius 4 2 8 0
Umpires: Sri Venkataraghavan 
(India) and Daryl Harper (Austra-
lia)
Toss: South Africa 

First Test nicely poised

FROM PAGE 13

Fall of wickets: 1-12, 2-87, 3-90, 4-90, 
5-123, 6-136, 7-156, 8-156, 9-156
Bowler O M R W

McGrath 15 9 22 0

Gillespie 12.4 3 38 4

MacGill 20 3 56 5

Lee 11 2 45 1
Result: Australia won by an innings 
and 98 runs and win the series 2-0.
Man-of-the-match and -series: 
Stuart MacGill.
Toss: Australia.
Umpires: Rudi Koertzen (South 
Africa) and David Shepherd (Eng-
land)

Bangladesh better
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perfection before glancing the ball 
into the net. 

Riding on a two-goal cushion, 
Muktijoddha were content with 
their first half effort. But it only 
allowed the shell-shocked Abahani 
to regroup after the break. 

The popular Dhanmondi outfit 
however managed to score once in 
the 71st minute from a penalty. 
Abahani's Brazilian midfielder 
Sandro stepped up to convert the 
12-yarder after referee AKM 
M a n s u r  A z a d  r u l e d  t h a t  
Muktijoddha and national custo-
dian Aminul's tackle against a 
menacingly poised Liberian for-
ward Arcadia Toe was illegal inside 
the box. 

Desperately looking for a late 
equaliser, Abahani came close to 
scoring twice with Sandro, who 
showed some touches of Latin flair, 
sending two superb crosses to an 
unmarked Khokon. But the headed 
attempts of the Abahani forward 
narrowly missed the target. 

The clash of the giants at the 
riverside drew more than double 
spectators than the official four 
thousand capacity. The only funny 
side of the game was when 
Muktjoddha's reserve keeper 
Biplob came off the bench to 
replace striker Alfaz and play the 
last ten minutes in a position he 
has never played in his competitive 
career.   

After the big game Abahani 
coach Amalesh Sen said that the 
better side won the game. 

"They handled themselves better 
on the soggy pitch. Besides, their 
midfield played very well and two 
goals from Moni were outstand-
ing."

TEAMS
MUKTIJODDHA SANGSAD KC: 
Aminul Huq, Prodip  Poddar, Papel 
Mahmud, Rajani Kanto Barmon, 
Ghansa, Sujan, Arman, Rakib 
Hossain (Belal), Alfaz (Biplob), 
Lajuk and Saifur Rahman Moni.

ABAHANI KC: Titumir Chowdhury 
Titu, Nazrul Islam, Aminul Islam, 
Amit Khan Shuva, Silas, Iqbal 
Hassan (Pranotosh),  Asadur 
Rahman and Sandro, Lutfar 
Raman Nayon (Rezaul Karim 
Liton) and Saiful Islam Khokan 
(Bulbul) and Arcadia Toe.

Referee: AKM Mansur Azad

Moni double 
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