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Exhibition

July 25-29

Artist Fayekah Assanah is
holding her first ever solo painting
exhibition at Drik Gallery from
July 25. Entitled Imagines, the
exhibition was inaugurated by
eminent cultural personality
Mustafa Monwar. The five-day
long show remains open for
everyone until July 29.

July 11-August 1

Aminiature art exhibition is going
on at the Shilporag Art Gallery
from 11 July to 1 August daily
from 11 pm to 8 pm. The inaugu-
ral programme will take place on
11 July at 5.30. Venue: Gallery
Shilporag, House: 15, Road: 16,
Dhanmondi.

Maya

August 02-11

A solo painting exhibition titled
Maya by artist Khaled Mahmud
will be inaugurated on August 2 at
La Gallery, Alliance Francaise
(26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi,
R/A) at 5.00 pm. The display of
artworks will remain open every-
day from 9.00 am to 8.00 pm. till

Utopian visions in a travelling exhibition
Works of 15 French video artists

Favza HAQ

N exhibition called
"Videotrafic", presenting
video work of 15 artists

living in France, has been on at La
Galerie, Alliance Francaise, since
July 16". The programme reflects a
world with its constant traffic of
signs (virtual images, clips, video
games etc) art and digital informa-
tion. Through them we scale new
heights of imagery that disrupt the
relationship between the local and
the global. All the artists share a
distinctive approach in which they
have stripped their video works of
all the visual necessities involved in
showing works of art. The idea was
to return to the excitement of early
video art, to the Utopian visions of
its first users, and to create an
exhibition that would be easy to
present anywhere in the world, in
any kind of space (in museums, art
galleries and also in cinemas).

In "A world in tune with our
wants" by Boris Achour, milk is
poured into a glass until it spills
over and floods the entire screen.
Thus you get two minutes of an
unreal, creamy flow that might
look like a promotional image

without any brand name or mes-
sage on health diets. It is a reinter-
pretation of the myth of Sisyphus,
who was condemned to fill a bot-
tomless pit with stones.

Inhis video "Entropic song" Kim
Sop Boninsegni, a Korean-born
artist living and working in Geneva
and Paris, evokes his feelings of
fascination for the country of his
origin. This video has been filmed
against a background of economic
crisis in South-East Asia in 1998
and presents phenomena that
have emerged in Asia: consumer-
ism and loss of traditional Asian
values. The first part of the video
evokes the context of economic
crisis. In the second part of the
video, a succession of freeze
frames, an Asian boy and girl pose
on a scooter, in the image of the
Korean pop song that provides the
musical background to the pas-
sage.

In Rebecca Bournigault's "Pre-
liminaries", with music providing
the atmosphere, a close up of a
girl's legs and feet in mules is seen
surreptitiously seeking to brush
against the unmoving feet of a boy
in tennis shoes. The screen creates
a close physical relationship with
th
e

all

Egypt

ace. Using a variety of techniques
(photography, video and draw-
ings) the artist presents the narra-
tion of the real and intimate, pri-
vate and public.

"The adventures" is a key video
in the work of the multiple media
artist Bernard Joisten. After initiat-
ing exhibitions like "The winter of
love" and "Purple" he has em-
barked on the adventure of movie
making. "The adventures" is a
video that is full of mysterious
patterns and narrative atmosphere

and we don't know exactly where
thestoryis.

"Egypt" by Ange Leccia is a
cinema of passion with the meet-
ing of eyes, the embraces, the break
and coming together once more.
This is also a film about journeys
and wanderings. It begins with an
image of a girl who is motionless
like the viewer. Then the screen
opens to reveal images taken from
the television. Finally, Egypt is
presented with its men and
women, cities, music and violence.
This is a homage to images in
motion. There are a number of the
artist's famous themes such as the
sea, sunand images of tension.

"You and me" by Jean Luc
Vilmouth are three videos that are
designed for the installation of bars
with bar stools and a computer
monitor in each table. The artist
tries to seduce the viewers of every
origin. During the projections the
viewer is engulfed first by their
intimacy and then their sense of
constraint that cannot be put aside
as the tragedy of human solitude
enfolds.

"Masumi is a pc operator" is by
Bangkok-born film-maker
Apichatong Weerasenthakul who
lives in Paris and has featured and
won awards in numerous film
festivals. His "Mysterious Object at
Noon" is an incredibly beautiful
black and white film which was
shot in 16 minutes in various vil-
lages in Thailand. This silent video
is a still portrait made up of succes-
sive sequences inspired by the
cinema. A woman looks through
the window of her Tokyo apart-
ment an image that suggests alien-
ation.

The "Videotrafic" exhibition
reflects the state in which we expe-
rience the world. All the 15 artists
share a distinctive approach in
which they have stripped their
video works of all the usual necessi-
ties involved in showing works of
art -- sizing, editing, installation
etc. Theidea of the programme was
to return to the excitement of early
video art.

The Baily Star

Preserving our heritage

Documentary and music

CULTURE DESK

RJO Cholochitro, a creative

production house, began

its journey in the cultural
firmament of the country in 1994
with a music video on indigenous
people titled 'Swapner Sabuj
Pahar' or The Green Mountain of
Dream.

The video was we well received
by music lovers and critics alike for
itrefreshing approach and innova-
tive presentation.

Arjo Cholochitro did not have
look back after that. Today Arjo has

Zainul Abedin

over 600 music videos to its credit
and has traversed almost all the
genres of music with a fresh eye
and feel.

Around same time Arjo found
that video documentary could be
an excellent medium of repression.
Recognition for Arjo's attempt in

The production house now
boasts of winning awards in almost
all the departments of creativity --
form best play, best photography
tobestdirector.

Making documentary is Arjo's
passion. Arjo Cholochitro would
like to document our thousand-
year-old rich cultural reservoir to
the international audience. Con-
temporary artscene here is Bangla-
desh s also vibrating with electrify-
ingartactivities.

Finally, their aim is to portray a
new Bangladesh, full of possibili-
tiesand hopes.

Some samples of the
documentaries:

The Greatest Master Zainul
Abedin.

Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin is
known as the father of modern Fine
Arts in Bangladesh. This documen-
tary is dedicated to celebrate his
illustrious life, his paintings and
other varied works. He founded the
Fine Arts Institute in 1948 in
Dhaka. This is the first institute in
the country. To preserve the heri-
tage he established the Folk Art
Museum at the Sonargaon
village, the old capital of
Bangla.

Zainul was an intense man;
whatever happened around
him, touched him deeply and
urged him to think beyond. His
series of sketches on the Famine
of 1943 was a passionate protest
against the undulations of hu-
man life. The sketches were
strong and potent and spoke
aloud what a thousand words
could not.

His mother sold her only gold
necklace to send him to Cal-
cutta (India) Arts School. He is
the first artist of India and Paki-
stan to successfully assimilate
abstract presentation into local
tradition. He was honoured
with the title of "Shilpacharya"
(Guru of Art & Culture).

Hopes of indigenous on
Kanak's Canvas:

Kanak Chanpa Chakma is a
renowned name is the painting
arena of Bangladesh. Her very
name suggests that she belongs

Bangladesh. She is a Chakma.

In her own words, Kanaka
paints human figures in the
backdrop of nature. But the
opulence of nature, which has
been her inspiration, is gradual
waning before her eyes. Her
paintings very vividly bears the
reminiscences of hills, lakes,
rivers and the deep green forests.
She feels, with the advent of
modern civilization, the green-
ery is no more there, rivers have
lost its force, human innocence
islost forever in the urbanisation
and man has become utterly
helpless -- almost reduced into

Kanak Chanpa Chakma

vegetative state.

But Kanak is still optimistic
and therefore full of hope. This
film focuses on how she tries to
paint the tremendous impact of
Mother Nature on the tribal
people -- a process that would
enliven the human decadence.
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