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Azad return
top flight
hockey

SPORTS REPORTER

Azad Sporting Club confirmed
their promotion to the Premier
Division in style with an emphatic
5-0 victory over Shishu Kishore
Sangha in a Green Delta First
Division Hockey Super League
match at the Maulana Bhasani
National Stadium yesterday.

Nannu Miah fashioned the easy
win blasting four goals, twice in
each half. Igbal Nadir scored the
other for the winners.

Theyled 3-0 at the breather.

It was Azad's ninth straight win
that raised their tally 27 points.
They will take on their nearest rival
Wanderers in their last Super
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BIG TIME SOCCER RETURNS TO BARISAL: Jhenidah Mohammedan players practise at the Barisal Stadium yester-

day.

Football at Barisal

Raul rejects

move to
Chelsea

AFP, London

A Chelsea bid to sign the darling of
Real Madrid Raul has come to
nothing after his agent said the
player did not want to join the
English Premiership club.

The Spanish striker was asked
whether he would consider a
transfer to the Stamford Bridge
club, who inherited instant wealth
when Russian billionaire Roman
Abramovich bought up Ken Bates'
majority shareholdingrecently.

But Raul turned Chelsea down
flat, insisting he would never leave
the Primera Liga champions to join
the Blues.

Raul's agent, Gines Carvajal,

Real disappointment

@ Football

AFP, Kunming

Real Madrid and their newest star
signing David Beckham disap-
pointed hundreds of expectant
fans when the Spanish league
champions failed to show for their
first official practice session here
Saturday morning.

The club, due to start their first
full day of training during their
week-long stay in the southwest-
ern city of Kunming, waited until
an afternoon press conference to
explain the no-show.

"It was a communication prob-
lem or misunderstanding from the
local organization or whoever, but

League matchonJuly31. * said: "FIFA agent Marc Roger, on | from the Real Madrid side it was
TODAY'S MATCHES m 1 t u m e S FROM PAGE 13 behalf of Chelsea, asked me if Raul | neverin our planstohold a training
The grounditselfis deplorable. The | would be interested in entering | session thismorning," Real's newly

Dhaka Wanderers vs Victoria SC
(2:15pm)
Bangladesh SC vs Sonali Bank
(4:15pm)

FROM PAGE 13
Rudolph cGoughbHarmison 10

highest opening stand against
England and the sixth highest of all

inclement weather has turned it
intoaswamp.

Barisal City Mayor Majibur

negotiations for a transfer to
Chelsea.

"I spoke to Raul, my client, and

appointed head coach Carlos
Queiroztold reporters.

Chinese organisers said the side

Bouchernotout 15 time. It was t‘[lklle pair's 10 iélnings Rahman Sarwar willinaugurate the | he said 'no'. He's not interested in | was lrdecup}c;rati?if.g from jet-lia)g but
Pollock not out 24 opening together. His 277, beating | penultimateleg. leaving Real Madrid. Raul's buy- | would gather for practice begin-
School football Extras: (b-8,1b-11, nb-4) 23 ﬂ1e275§coredbyDarngqﬂina}11nan The story at the start of the | out .dause is 18()"million euros (207 n1ngat5:00pnﬁ1(1000GMT). A
Total: (For5wkts declin 1450vers) 594 g%%;alﬁlsr :fél &sggggdsgl%irsours’ Barisal leg has Mohammedan and | milliondollars). "They're tired and recovering
SPORTS REPORTER Fall of wickets: 1-338, 2-438. 3-514. 4- . Moulvibazar Wanderers jointly from jet-lag," said government
552,5-556 ’ ’ ’ leading Group A with full six points official Duan Jian.
Khilgaon High School blanked | pid not bat: Peterson, Pretorious, 3 each. Real, which also includes
Rahmatullah Model High School 2- | Ntini, Willoughby Bl' aZII meet Muktijoddha on the other hand Brazilian star Ronaldo, Portugal's
0 in a final round match of the | Bowler O M R W  FROMPAGE13 lead Group B also with six points %lil(i:nilgl?icigg (ffrfilﬁce?rsAé?;?glﬁ
Dhaka Metropglis inter-school | Anderson 16 2 92 0 five-time world champions meet while Abahani Krira Chakra are Fridav at the Hongta Sports Centre,
football competition at the Dhaka | Gough 25 6 8 1 Mexicotoday. second with four points. the Chinese national team's winter
University ground yesterday. Flintoff 2% 6 97 0 Even without the likes of super- Khulna will host the fourth leg training grounds in Yunnan prov-
The match was postponed on | Harmison 27 2104 1 stars Ronaldo and Roberto Carlos, | fromAugust4. ince.
Friday due to heavyrain. Giles 42 2 153 2  theyoungBrazilians eliminated On the eve of the meet, a press Saturday's no-show upset
Sharif and Roman scored for holders the United States 2-1 in a | briefing was held with Khasru, hundreds of Chinese fans, who
Butcher 2 0 15 0 . N .
Khilgaon High School. tense semifinal that required a | secretary of_ Bgrlsal D1V}Slonal came from far-flung Chlnese
' Vaughan 8 0 26 1 dramatic golden goal by Diego on | Sports Association, speaking on provinces to watch the side strut
In the day's other matches, | ENGLAND: Marcus Trescothick, Wednesday the occasion. their stuff before it heads to Beijing
Kamarpara High School earned a | Michael Vaughan, Mark Butcher, ’ to face a Chinese all-star side on

solitary goal victory over
Nabakumar Institute and Matuail
Bahumukhi High School also
registered 1-0 win against Dolaipar
High School at the Outer Stadium.

Sohel netted for Kamarpara
School and Rajib Khan struck the
all-important goal for Matuail
School.

Bandarban
unsure

OUR CORESPONDENT, Bandarban

The participation of last year zonal
champions Bandarban in the Pepsi
Cup 16th national men's handball
competition seems uncertain due
to the non-cooperation of the local
sportsauthority.

Team manager Ching Sa Pru
Kesiblamed district sports associa-
tion (DSA) for the situation while
talking to The Daily Star yesterday.

The DSA didn't take any initia-
tive about the Bandarban's partici-
pation although they requested
both the team manager and coach
last month to prepare for the 28-30
July tournament.

Nine teams have qualified to
playinthe meet.

Nasser Hussain, Anthony McGrath,
Alec Stewart, Andrew Flintoff, Ashley
Giles, Stephen Harmison, Darren
Gough, James Anderson

SMITHBOX

Factbox on Graeme Smith, who
scored a South Africa record 277 in
the first Test against England at
Edgbaston on Saturday:

Born: February 1, 1981,
Johannesburg. Left-hand opening
batsman and South Africa's youn-
gestever captain.

Test debut: v Australia, Cape
Town, March 2002. 11 matches, 914
runs, av 65.28, two double centuries
and one century, two 50s. ODI debut:
v Australia, Bloemfontein, March
2002. 34 matches, 1,202 runs, av
37.56.

Talland powerfullybuilt. Can also
bowl off-spin. Loves watching films
has seen Rocky more than 20 times.
Single, regarded as South Africa's
mosteligiblebachelor.

Replaced Shaun Pollock as cap-
tain, aged 22, after hosts South Africa
were knocked out of the 2003 World
Cupatthefirsthurdle.

Scored half-century v Australia in
his first Test and gave as good as he
got after being constantly sledged.
Oct 2002, made 200 in his third Test
against Bangladeshin East London.

Jan 2003, made 151 v Pakistan in
Cape Town in eighth Test, sharing
368 opening stand with Herschelle
Gibbs, a South Africa record and
fourth biggestofall time.

The impressive Mexicans
joined Brazil after beating Costa
Rica 2-0 on Saturday. The Central
Americans have yet to concede a
goalin their four matches.

BCB to interview

FROM PAGE 13

"We will receive the names of two
or three persons very soon then we
call them to appear for interviews
next month," he said.

The Sports Employment
Australia (SEA) for the past two
months has been trying to produce
candidates for the Board to choose
from and also try and provide a
qualified Under-19 team coach.

Indo-Pak cricket

FROM PAGE 13
of Bangladesh.

That will be followed by a four-
nation Under-19 tournament in
Pakistan from November 1-9 and
then a tri-nation event for "A" teams
inIndiain December thisyear.

"Through these tournaments
the ACC wants to prove to both the
governments that atmosphere is
congenial for the revival of cricket
between Pakistan and India," said
Hug, who is also a former secretary
of Bangladesh Cricket Board.

"Since both the boards of
Pakistan and India are keen and

Panchagarh
handball

OUR
CORRESPONDENT, Panchagarh

Tetulia Kazi Shahbuddin Girls
High School clinched the women's
title while Everest Sporting Club
won the men's crown in the hand-
ball tournament at the Panchagarh
Stadium on Friday.

Tetulia Kazi Shahbuddin Girls
High defeated Tetulia Upazila
Sports Association 13-12 and
Everest Sporting Club beat
Nabarupy Sporting Club 16-12.

A total of 16 teams took part in
the tournament organised by
Panchagarh District Sports
Association.

Lehmann hits

FROM PAGE 13
Omar, who gathered the ball just above
thegrass.

At the start of the day, Australia
needed only 13 balls to wrap up the
Bangladesh innings after the tourists
resumed on 289 for eight wickets.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the second
day of the second Test between
Australia and Bangladesh in Cairns on
Saturday:

Raul, whose current contract
expiresinJune 2005, is currently on
tour with Madrid in the Far East.

US refuses
Kluivert
entry

REUTERS, Madrid

Barcelona's Dutch forward Patrick
Kluivert was denied entry to the
United States on the club's pre-

August 2.

"I'm kind of disappointed," said
17-year old student Li Bingjie, clad
in a T-shirt imprinted with the
British flag.

Li and two friends had travelled
more than 24 hours by bus from the
southern province of Guangxi to
see their favourite footballer
Beckham, paying a 350-yuan (42-
dollar) entrance fee, equivalent to
half a month's salary in this part of

China.

Another disappointed young
student donned full Real Madrid
regalia, including a bandana and
pictures of Beckham pinned to his
shirt.

"I'm kind of angry. Why didn't
they tell us? They s%ould have told
us," said the 13-year-old from the
southeastern city of Xiamen.

A group of eager fans braved
heavy rain to stand outside the
team's gated villa complex in

hopes of catching a glimpse of their
favourite footballer, many of them
chanting Beckham or Figo.

Real Madrid is eager to show-
case its prolific talent, especially

new signing Beckham, as part of a
major push to boost its brand and
increase revenues in Asia through
the sales of replica shirts and other
commercial rights.

With the English captain now
lacing up for Madrid, the club
hopes to unseat merchandising
king Manchester United,
Beckham's former team.

Real is also slated to earn mil-
lions from upcoming friendlies in

PHOTO: AFP
A young man, with a photo of David Beckham on his face, waits for Real
Madrid to arrive for training at the Hongta Sports Centre in the southwestern
city of Kunming yesterday.

Tokyo, Hong Kong and Bangkok.

While in Kunming the squad is
scheduled to practice twice daily
untilJuly 31.

No Becks, Figo rivalry

@ Football

REUTERS, Kunming

Real Madrid's new coach Carlos
Queiroz, trying to fit right-sided
midfielders David Beckham and
Luis Figo into the same team, says
he hopes the team's current tour of
Asiawill help solve the puzzle.

Queiroz, who spent a year with
Beckham as assistant coach at
Manchester United before follow-
ing him to Real, sought to defuse
media speculation that a battle for
the position could evolve between
the two midfielders.

dream cast will work and live
together. And the Figo-Beckham
relationship is one of its most
curious sub-plots.

On the field, they have similar
qualities. Off it, they share a com-
mon language to build on. Figo is
one of the few Real players who
speaks solid English, while
Beckham's Spanish is currently
limited to afew phrases.

One of China's leading sport
tabloids, Titan Sports, explored the
subject on Saturday in a cover story
entitled, "Friends and Rivals."

It featured two sharply contrast-
ing photos from Friday: one of the
two gazing seriously at each other

played when Queiroz coached the
Portuguese youth side and
Sporting Lisbon.

The Portuguese international
frequently switches wings for Real
and is considered much more
versatile than Beckham.

As director of one of the most
impressive collections of individ-
ual talent ever assembled, Queiroz
faces intense pressure to get
results. His predecessor Vicente
del Bosque was dismissed despite
leading Real to their 29th Spanish
league titlelast season.

The eloquent English speaker
was in characteristically philo-
sophical form when asked about
his mission.
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