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AFP, Sandwich, England 

Golfer Sergio Garcia may have let 
the secret slip Thursday when he 
c l a i m e d  h i s  f r i e n d  S t e v e  
McManaman was on the verge of 
leaving Real Madrid for Arsenal. 

Garcia, in Sandwich for the 
British Open, is a Real Madrid fan, 
and believes the arrival of England 
captain David Beckham will see his 
pal McManaman leave. 

Beckham's arrival knocks 

McManaman further down the 
pecking order at the Bernabeu and 
the 31-year-old could be keen to 
move to see some first team action. 

"I think Steve is talking to 
Arsenal," Garcia revealed. 

The Gunners, despite finishing 
second to Manchester United last 
season, are yet to make any 
signings to bolster their squad. 

Garcia said Beckham's arrival at 
Real was welcome though. 

"I think it's great. He's a good 
footballer who gets a lot of expo-
sure around the world and that's 
good for the team," he said. 

AFP, Rome

S p a n i s h  m i d f i e l d e r  G a i z k a  
Mendieta has signed a two year 
extension to his existing contract 
that will keep him at Lazio until 
June 2008, the Italian club con-
firmed on Thursday. 

Mendieta, who joined the 
Rome club from Valencia two 
years ago for a fee of 41 million 
euros (46 million dollars), has 
accepted a 40 per cent pay cut to 
remain with the cash-strapped 
Serie A outfit. 

The decision to extend his 
contract comes as something of a 
surprise as Lazio has seemed 
keen to offload the 30-year-old 
Spain international. 

Mendieta struggled in his first 
season in Serie A and failed to 
hold down a regular place in the 
first team. 

H e  w a s  l o a n e d  o u t  t o  
Barcelona last season but the 
Spanish giants turned down the 
chance to make the move perma-
nent. 

Mendieta rose to fame with his 
performances for Valencia in 
t h e i r  C h a m p i o n s  L e a g u e  
camapaign in 2000 when they 
reached the final only to lose to 
Real Madrid. 

He helped Valencia to the final 
the following year and scored an 
early penalty against Bayern 
Munich before the Germans 
equalised and then won a penalty 
shoot-out. 

Mendieta made his debut for 
Spain in March 1999 as a substi-
tute in a European championship 
qualifier against Austria and his 
first international goal came in 
the last minute of a 9-0 win 
against San Marino. 

Kleberson deal
on the cards
AFP, London

Manchester United were expected to 
complete the signing of Brazil's World 
Cup winning midfielder Kleberson 
later Thursday. 

Media reports said the 24-year-old 
had left Sao Paulo for Manchester 
where he was due to pass a medical. 

United manager Alex Ferguson 
said two days ago he hoped to make 

Kleberson the first Brazilian to play at 
Old Trafford in a reported seven 
million pound (11 million dollar) 
move from Atletico Paranaense. 

United also hope to wrap up a 19.3 
million pound deal (31 million dollar) 
deal with Paris St Germain for their 
B r a z i l i a n  w o r l d  c h a m p i o n  
Ronaldinho later this week. 

Ferguson sees the pair as an ideal 
replacement to England captain 
David Beckham who moved to Real 
Madrid. 

Kleberson, linked with Leeds and 
Newcastle in April, began last year's 
World Cup on the bench before 
replacing Juninho and establishing a 
match-winning partnership with 
Gilberto Silva, now playing for 
Arsenal. 

Milan want
Motta
AFP, Rome

European Champions League 
winners AC Milan are stepping up 
the chase to sign Barcelona 
midfielder Thiago Motta, accord-
ing to Wednesday's Gazzetta 
dello Sport. 

The newspaper reported that 
Milan vice-president Adriano 
Galliani and director Ariedo 
Braida have flown to Spain to try 
and thrash out a deal for the 20-
year-old Brazil international. 

The Gazzetta said Milan are 
prepared to offer the Spanish 
club either former Italy interna-
tional Demetrio Albertini or 
Brazilian defender Roque Junior 
as part of a deal to take Motta to 
the San Siro. 

A l b e r t i n i ,  3 1 ,  r e c e n t l y  
returned to Milan after complet-
i n g  a  o n e  y e a r  l o a n  w i t h  
B a r c e l o n a ' s  S p a n i s h  r i v a l s  
Atletico Madrid, while Roque 
Junior, a member of Brazil's 2002 
World Cup-winning squad has 
failed to hold down a regular 
place in Italy under coach Carlo 
Ancelotti. 

Motta joined Barcelona as a 
1 6 - y e a r - o l d  a n d  m a d e  h i s  
Primera Liga debut in October 
2001 against Real Mallorca. 

A string of impressive perfor-
mances in the reserves soon saw 
Motta selected for the first team 
and he made several appearances 
for Barcelona in last season's 
Champions League. 

He is currently in Mexico with 
the Brazil squad competing in the 
CONCACAF Gold Cup. 

AFP, Foxboro, Massachusetts 

Costa Rica blanked Cuba 3-0 here 
Wednesday to capture Group D in 
the Gold Cup football tournament 
and avoid playing host United 
States in the quarter-finals of the 
16-nation event. 

Walter Centeno scored in first-
half injury time, netting a 16-yard 

volley off Carlos Castro's corner 
kick. Steven Bryce scored in the 
72nd minute, only seconds after 
entering the match, and Erick Scott 
added a goal in the 77th. 

Costa Rica, Cuba and Canada all 
finished round robin play 1-1 with 
three points. But Costa Rica's plus-
2 goal difference won the group. 
Cuba advanced with two goals to 
Canada's one after both had a 
minus-one goal difference. 

Costa Rica booked a Saturday 
quarter-final date against El 
Salvador, which beat Martinique 1-
0 on Marvin Gonzalez's goal in the 
76th minute. Both clubs had been 
winless in Group C round-robin 
play. 

The defending champion 

United States won Group C after a 

pair of 2-0 victories and will face 

Cuba for a berth in the semi-finals. 

Eriksson to 
give Becks 
time
AFP, London

E n glan d  c o ac h Sve n - Go r an  
Eriksson says captain David 
Beckham may sit out the upcoming 
friendly against Croatia to give 
him time to settle at new club 
Real Madrid. 

The tie, scheduled for 20 
August, is a warm-up for the 
E u r o  2 0 0 4  q u a l i f i e r s  w i t h  
Macedonia and Liechtenstein 
but Beckham may be rested for 
the clash at Portman Road. 

"We haven't made any deci-
sions about David yet," Eriksson 
d e c l a r e d  o n  t h e  F o o t b a l l  
Association website. 

"But we'll see how things go 
for David and we'll make that 
decision just before we pick the 
squad." 

B e c k h a m ,  w h o  r e c e n t l y  
swapped Manchester United for 
the Spanish capital in a 25 mil-
lion pounds deal (40million 
dollars), missed England's last 
q u a l i f y i n g  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  
Slovakia through suspension. 

Eriksson is keen to monitor 
the progress of Beckham in 
Madrid with speculation mount-
ing as to where he will play. 

"It will be very interesting of 
course to see what position he 
will play," said an intrigued 
Eriksson. 

"I don't need to see him every 
week, but Tord Grip (Eriksson's 
assistant) and myself will travel 
to Madrid to see him." 

Five-years  for
cop beater 
AFP, Bochum

Prosecutors called Wednesday for 
a German man to be sentenced to 
five years in prison for his role in 
the vicious beating of a French 
gendarme during the 1998 football 
World Cup. 

The prosecutors said the 28-
year-old man, whose identity was 
not released, was one of a group of 
six German hooligans who beat the 
officer, Daniel Nivel, in the north-
ern French city of Lens and left him 
with permanent brain damage. 

After their attack on June 21, 
1998, they left Nivel lying on the 
street in a pool of blood and he 
lapsed into a coma for six months. 

Four other Germans were 
sentenced in 1999 in a court in 
Essen, west Germany, for the 
attack, which caused widespread 
public outrage here as well as in 
France. One of them was given a 
10-year sentence. 

A French court sentenced the 
ringleader, Markus Warnecke, to 
five years in prison but he was 
released after serving three years 
and 10 months of his term. 

One of those convicted said in 
court Wednesday that the accused 
had neither hit nor kicked the 
victim, testimony that prosecutors 
had rejected. 

The defendant is charged with 
deliberately causing bodily harm 
and disturbing public order. 

AFP, Rome

Chelsea transfer target Edgar 
Davids is to see out the final year of 
his contract with Juventus and 
could extend his stay with the 
Italian champions, according to 
the Dutch midfielder's agent. 

"Edgar is tied to Juventus for 
another year and he will stay in 
Turin," Robert Geerlings told 
Thursday's Gazzetta dello Sport. 

"There is still no sign of life at 
Juve, but there is absolutely no 
problem for us," he said of a delay 
in being offered an extension of his 
current contract. 

"We are waiting for their even-
tual offer which we will have to 
evaluate. There is no rush, every-
thing is fine, as always." 

Juventus turned down a bid 
from big-spending Chelsea for 

Davids last week. 

"It's true we have received an 
offer from Chelsea but we refused 
it," Juventus' general director 
Luciano Moggi said. 

"Davids is staying because he is 
important for the club's future." 

According to media reports 
Chelsea offered 11 million euros 
(12.46 million dollars) for the 
dynamic 30-year-old Holland 
international. 

The English Premiership club 
have been linked with a batch of 
star players since they were bought 
out by Russian oil tycoon Roman 
Abramovich, including Arsenal 
duo Thierry Henry and Patrick 
Vieira, Manchester United's Juan 
Sebastian Veron and Inter Milan 
striker Christian Vieri. 

The wealthy Russian has said he 
wants to build a Chelsea team 
capable of winning the Champions 
League in the next three years. 

Davids unlikely
to move

AFP, Cologne

Australian international Harry 
Kewell made an uninspiring debut 
for his new Premiership side 
Liverpool here on Wednesday as 
the English club ran out comfort-
able 3-1 winners over Cologne. 

The 24-year-old had only 
started training four days ago 
after his protracted and contro-
versial 5 million pound (8m US 
dollars) transfer from Leeds 
which has sparked a FIFA investi-
gation. 

Kewell came on in the second 
half but was subjected to a joke at 
his expense as Michael Owen 
pretended to put on the famed 
number seven shirt - worn by 
former Liverpool legends Kevin 

Keegan and Kenny Dalglish and 
which has been promised to the 
Australian. 

However there was little of 
Keegan or Dalglish about his first 
two touches which saw him give 
the ball away, the second one 
almost leading to a goal for the 
German side's Andrey Woronin. 

Liverpool manager Gerard 
Houllier said that because of his 
lack of training time it was under-
standable that Kewell hadn't 
been at his best. 

"You have to take into account 
that he joined the squad late," the 
Frenchman said. 

"But he still worked hard," he 

added. 

O w e n  s c o r e d  t w o  o f  

Liverpool's goals while England 

strike partner Emile Heskey 

scored the other one. 

Kewell's muted
debut

Geremi relishing
the prospect

AFP, London

C a m e r o o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
midfielder Geremi said he was 
t a r g e t i n g  w i n n i n g  s e v e r a l  
Premiership titles with cash-rich 
Chelsea after completing his 
7million pounds (11.1million US 
dollars) transfer from Real Madrid 
on Wednesday. 

The 24-year-old signed a five 
year contract after passing his 
medical becoming Chelsea's 
second signing - Glen Johnson 
having signed on Tuesday - since 
Russian oil billionaire Roman 
Abramovich bought the club for 
140million pounds a fortnight ago. 

Geremi had been a target of 
Chelsea manager Claudio Ranieri 
last year but a shortage of funds 
prevented him from signing him 
and he went to Middlesbrough 
instead on loan where his impres-
sive performances were a big 

reason they weren't involved in 
their perennial relagation battle. 

"I'm very happy to come and 
play for one of the biggest teams in 
the Premier League," Geremi told 
Chelsea TV. 

"I've got a lot of ambition and I 
would like to win a lot of titles if it's 
possible - and that's why I've come 
here. 

"Chelsea want to sign big play-
ers and that is good for us - when 
you play with big players it is much 
easier. They can understand every-
thing. 

"You have to work hard and try 
to improve every day. Now let's see 
what will happen." 

Geremi enjoyed a successful 

time at Real Madrid winning the 

2000 Champions League and the 

2001 league title and was also a 

member of the Cameroon team 

that won the African Nations Cup 

and the 2000 Olympics title. 

THE SUN, London

Damien Duff is winging his way to 
Chelsea after a £17million deal was 
struck as he prepared to jet to 
America.

Duff was boarding a plane at 
Manchester Airport to head off on 
Blackburn's pre-season tour to 
Washington.

But then Rovers accepted 
Roman 'Chelski' Abramovich's 
F O U R T H  m e g a - b i d  f o r  t h e  
Republic of Ireland wing wizard, 
who did a swift about-turn and 
dashed off for talks.

The Londoners are also waiting 
to see if a £14m offer for Deportivo 
La Coruna striker Roy Makaay will 
be successful.

Bayern Munich had hoped to 
land the Dutch ace for £12.5m, but 
Chelsea aim to pip them by includ-
ing Jimmy Floyd Hass- elbaink in 
their package.

Makaay is currently thinking 
over his future on holiday in 
Holland. He is believed to favour a 
switch to England rather than 
Germany because that is what his 
wife would prefer.

Duff can look forward to a dou-
ble-your-money pay deal of 
£70,000 a week to join Red Rom's 
Stamford Bridge revolution.

The 24-year-old ace has been 
claiming he would prefer to stay at 
Ewood Park. But new Chelsea 
owner Abramovich is not used to 
rejection and the player knows he 
cannot afford to snub this chance- 
of-a-lifetime transfer.

Duff's exit for the capital will be 
a blow to Manchester United, who 
had also been after him.

He will join £6m West Ham and 
England Under-21 full-back Glen 
Johnson and £6.9m midfielder 
Geremi in the Londoners' new-
look squad.

Duff's ability to create goals 
would be perfect for 28-year-old 

European Golden Boot winner 
Makaay, who hit 42 goals last sea-
son including nine in the first two 
phases of the Champions League.

D e p o r t i v o  w o u l d  l o v e  
Hasselbaink in exchange, but 
cannot afford his £70,000-a-week 
wages.

To help out and speed up busi-
ness, Abramovich has offered to 
pay the player's salary for his first 
year in Spain. Hasselbaink, 31, is 
said to be happy to return to the 
country where he banged in 30 
goals for Atletico Madrid before 
joining Chelsea in June 2000.

Abramovich has moved for 
Makaay because he now knows 
Christian Vieri is unlikely to leave 
Italy and Patrick Kluivert is staying 
at Barcleona.

Bayern already look resigned to 
losing out to the man with the 
fattest cheque-book in football.

Angry coach Ottmar Hitzfeld 

insisted: "We are in the comfort-
able position that we have enough 
top strikers even if Makaay won't 
come."

Geremi is poised to become 
Chelsea's latest free-kick king, 
having completed his move from 
Real Madrid last night.

The Cameroon international, 

24, has a five-year contract and is 

already dreaming of replacing hot-

shot Gianfranco Zola.

Geremi told Chelsea TV: "I know 

Zola was one of the finest at deliv-

ering set-pieces. But I will do my 

best to do the same."

There was further good news for 

the club when Eidur Gudjohnsen 

signed a new three-year deal.

Midfielder Jody Morris, 24, will 

join First Division new-boys 

Cardiff today on a Bosman free.

Chelsea getting Duff

PRESS ASSOCIATION, Paris 

Paris St-Germain president Francis 
G r a i l l e  t o d a y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  
Barcelona have moved ahead of 
Manchester United in the never-
ending race to sign Ronaldinho.

The bid from the Catalan club, 
claims Graille, is "completely" 
superior to the offer from United, 
and the PSG president added that 
he is keen to get the sale done as 
soon as possible.

Even though Barcelona have 
proposed the inclusion of two 
players as part of their bid - which is 
believed to be around £21m - PSG 
are warning that United must 
move swiftly to increase their £
15.5m bid, and do so significantly, 
in order to remain in the race for 
the Brazilian.

Asked whether the offer from Old 
Trafford was insufficient compared 
to the sum which Barca are pre-
pared to pay, Graille said: "Yes, 
completely. However nothing has 
been done yet."

Graille wants the situation 
resolved "as soon as possible", and 
the longer Barcelona's bid remains 
the preferred option for PSG, the 
more likely they are to sign the 
striker.

When asked whether there were 
meetings planned with United chief 
executive Peter Kenyon, Graille 
added: "Nothing has been planned so 
far but things can happen very 
quickly."

B a r c e l o n a  h a v e  m a d e  
Ronaldinho their prime target 
since losing out on David Beckham 
to Real Madrid, and their new 
president Joan Laporta is eager to 
secure a big-name signing - both to 
improve a team which last season 

descended into mediocrity, and to 
increase the club's worldwide 
profile.

Laporta stated Wednesday he 
has no intention of getting into a 

bidding war with United for 
Ronaldinho. 

"Barcelona tabled a significant 
offer to Paris Saint-Germain and at 
the last moment, when we were on 

the point of signing contracts, 
Manchester United came in with a 
counter bid and sparked off a 
bidding war," said Laporta. 

" W e  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  i n  
Barcelona's interests to up our bid 
to Manchester's level, which, it 
seems, is very high," he added. 

"Barcelona made a sizeable 
offer and will stick to it," said the 
Catalan club's boss, and that "the 
matter is now closed."

A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a p o r t a ,  
B a r c e l o n a ' s  s p o r t i n g  v i c e -
president Sandro Rosell went to 
Paris on Tuesday to reach an agree-
ment with Ronaldinho and his 
agent and brother Roberto Assis. 

The latter, talking to AFP by 
telephone Wednesday afternoon, 
declined to comment on the state 
of play in the negotiations. 
According to him, Ronaldinho is 
still in Brazil.  

Ronaldinho has said that he 
wants to join United but he and 
brother Roberto Assis, who acts as 
the 23-year-old's agent, are under-
stood to be disappointed by the 
protracted nature of the transfer.

He is also known to be enthusi-
astic about playing in Spain, but 
would have preferred to join 
Madrid rather than Barca, only for 
the team from the Spanish champi-
ons to withdraw their interest 
when Ronaldinho dismissed their 
suggestion that he should stay at 
PSG next season on a loan basis.

PSG have stopped Ronaldinho's 
wages and he remains in Brazil - 
seven days after he was due to 
report back for pre-season train-
ing.

Ronaldinho is best known for 

his 40 metre free kick which fooled 

England goalkeeper David Seaman 

in the World Cup quarter-finals.

Barca leading the race?

 GEREMI

Costa Rica, Cuba
in last four

Heading for
Highbury?

EDGAR DAVIDS

Mendieta extends
Lazio stay

Kluivert 
staying
AFP, Barcelona

Dutch international striker Patrick 
Kluivert is to stay at Barcelona as 
the Catalan giants agreed not to 
lower his wages which originally 
they made a condition of him 
remaining. 

The 26-year-old had been 
linked with moves to Arsenal and 
Chelsea as his transfer fee was 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  f r o m  
36million euros (40million dollars) 
to 1.8million, but Holland's all-
time leading scorer's huge wages 
put them off. 

H o w e v e r  o n  W e d n e s d a y  
Barcelona, who have found it a 
frustrating time in the summer at 
attracting top players, relented and 
instead of forcing him to take a 
paycut maintained his original 
contract which runs till 2005. 

The 1.8million transfer fee will 
remain in place until July 29, 
though it is thought unlikely that 
there will be a late bidderâ 

"Patrick is staying and that is 
good news for Barcelona," said 
sporting director Xavier Perez 
Farguell, who added coach Frank 
Rijkaard will select the 1995 
Champions League winner as their 
first choice striker. 

Barcelona did conclude one 
transfer deal on Wednesday as 
under-performing Brazi l ian 
midfielder Fabio Rochemback 
moved to Sporting Lisbon with 
highly-rated striker Ricardo 
Quaresma moving to them on a 
four year contract. 
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