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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

July 16-22

Celebrating the 30th anniversary of
diplomatic relations between
Bangladesh and Vietnam,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy
and the Embassy of Vietnam are
jointly holding a week long
photography exhibition 'Vietnam,
the country, people & culture' by
ABM Salahuddin and several
photographers of Vietnam at the
Academy gallery. The exhibition will
be held from 11:00 am to 7:30 pm
(3:00 pmto 7:30 pmon Fridays).

Channel your thoughts

Visions of the pioneer satellite channel

Saiful Bari (Chief Advisor) and Nawazish Ali Khan (Director of Programmes)
express their views, self-assessment and self-criticism, ideas and future planning about
ATN Bangla in an interview with Harun ur Rashid and Kausar Islam Ayon of TRy Str

THE Daily Star: ATN Bangla is
another name among the country's

TDS: Sawaal Jawaab is also a
highly popular item of ATN. What

three peak-hour bulletins at 7pm,
10pm and 11 pm. Also there is the

The Baily Star

Celebration

Asad turns 50

Theatre television viewers with satellite do you think are its features that Breakfast News at 8 am. In fact, we i ent A
Silver Jubilee cable connection. How do you giveittheacceptance? have been the first in the country Friends and well wishers presenting bouquets to the eminent actor.
July 19-21 evaluate the impression of ATN NAK: Both the concept and to air the first news bulletin of

Group Theatre 'Tarun
Shamproday' from Serajganj
celebrates its Silver Jubilee at the
Bhashani Auditorium on July 19 at
10 am. Veteran theatre personality
Azkarul Haque will inaugurate the
celebration which features three
stage performances. A reunion of
all activists of the group will take
place at 7:30 pm including a
discussion session and reception
of eminent personalities. Below is
the schedule of the three drama

Banglaas a private TV channel?

Saiful Bari (SB): Founded in
1997, this is the first ever satellite
TV channel in the country. The
channel's impression is actually a
mixture of opinions. We have
quite a few good programmes
that have attracted the audience.
We have also some drawbacks--
mostly technical--that have put
us behind other TV channels. We
are however developing gradu-
ally.

content of the programme con-
tribute to its richness. People,
especially those from the middle
class have lots of queries regard-
ing religion and also about the
religious pertinence of many day-
to-day activities.

TDS: Why do you air Bangla
films that are very often full of
obscenity and violence?

SB: One must admit that the

primary objective of any private
concern is to return the invest-

each day. And the audience
must have noticed that the news
is not the repetition of the previ-
ousnight'snews.

TDS: What is the situation
regarding Ads and commercials?

S$B: The condition is frustrat-
ing. Around 60% of the Ads
directly go to BTV. The private
channels are struggling hard to
capture therest of the market.

NAK: Another point may be

NOVERA DEEPITA

ITH colourful masks
in the background, the
stage decorated with

red-orange-yellow curtains and
fresh flowers, a portrait of
Raisul Islam Asad was kept
upon a stand at the corner of
the stage. Well wishers of Asad
signed their names and wished
him luck, who recently turned
50 on July 15.. Dhaka Theatre

by the playwright Salim Al-
Din, was dedicated to Asad.

The actors of Dhaka Thea-
tre, Abhinaya Shilpi Shangha,
Jahangirnagar University,
Nagorik Natya Shamprodaya,
Mahakal Natya Shamprodaya
and other organisations gave
flowers to the actor on his
Birthday.

Among others Ramendu
Majumdar, Golam Kuddus,

performances: TDS: Among the criticisms of ment. ATN Bangla too is no A ¢ added in this context. It is because threw a Birthday celebration of Ataul Huque.Murshedul
July 19 at 10.00 pm ATN Bangla, one is that the trans-  gajfy| Bari exception. Since Bangla films NawazishAliKhan of this financial crisis that the actor Raisul Islam Asad a free- Islam, Poet Hassan Hafiz,
Swapnobilash starring Zahid mission gets often faulty resulting attract a lot of Ads and promo- channel used to show low quality dom fighter and foundermem- Leenu Billah, Apurba
Hasan and Afsana Mimi in still picture, incoherence audience. tional, we cannot help but show-  bulletins--what policy do you commercials. Butwe are aware of ber of Dhaka Theatre at the Majumdar, Ahsanul Haque

July 20 at 7.30 pm
Oedipus by Pabna Theatre '77
July 21 at 7.30 pm
Muktodhara by Rangpur Natya

between picture and sound, and
thelike. What is your opinion?

SB: Yes, we have lots of prob-
lemsin transmission. The satellite

TDS: You have a few magazine
showstoo.

NAK: Yes, Kichhukkhon has a

ingthem.

NAK: Also you must agree that
Bangla films have a large audi-
ence. Just think of the low-

followin news making?

S$B: We are always conscious
about the national interest and

the regulations about running a
private channel. For example,
some commercials are permitted
to be aired after a certain time of a

ShilpakalaAcademy.

Asad's mother and
Nasiruddin Yusuf gave the

Minu, Sallauddin Zaki and
others also spoke at the occa-
sion. Later on in the
programme, Mita Haque,

Sl i i safety. actor a Uttaria (shawl). On . . .
Kendra link is not strong enoggh. But we iz;lzges?llz)%éelzji)e.ﬁgthoa]fv%l;ltsenﬁz \(I)ef earning people who don't have Tg,S°H bulleti day. behalf of the Dhaka Theatre Shubir Nandi and Shimul
are trying to improve it. Audience y many options for entertainment. : Howmany news bulletins and Gram Theatre a Yusufperformedsongs.

Video show

July 16-July20

An exhibition presenting video works
of 15 French resident artists will
begin from July 16 at Alliance
Francaise. The screening will take
place everyday at 5:30 pm, except
Fridays. La Galerie will also present
the exhibition of digital pictures by
French artist Alexandre Bocquillon.
Opening times from 9am to 12 am
and from 5pm to 8 pm everyday
except Saturday, 5pmto 8 pm.

must have noticed by now that
the inconsistency has decreased
toaconsiderable extent.

TDS: Another area of allegation
is the linguistic inefficiency of
yourjournalists.

SB: Yes, we admit it. But we are
organising training and work-
shopstoimprove this.

TDS: Which programmes will
you name that make the channel
worth watching?

much intellectual depth and the
humour is rather coarse, the final
'punch’' the programme involves
has a sure effect. It's pure enter-
tainment.

Bangla films are the only source of
recreation for them. Above
all, wealwaystry tomaintainthe
minimum decency.

TDS: Tell us about your news

and other similar items are aired
onATN Bangla at present?

SB: Amongst the regular ones,
are the hourly bulletins,
Graamey-ganjey at 5pm, and

TDS: Do you have any policy as
regards reaching audience who
don'thave access to the channel?

$B: As an individual channel
we do not have any such policy or
plan. But personally I believe that
there should be a corporation
comprising all the private chan-
nels. Only then will it be possible
to do something in this field.
Otherwise, no private channel
candoanythingalone.

TDS: What are your future

. Nawazish Ali Khan (NAK):
Drama festival There are in fact several of them. plans about the over-all develop-
July 14-July 18 Some of them have stopped by ment of ATN Bangla?

To celebrate the 20th anniversary of
Mahakal Natya Shamproday a 5-
day-long drama festival is going on
at the Mahila Shamiti auditotium.
The scheduleis asfollows:

now, anyway, like the show
Abdullah Al Mamuner Adhghonta
and the talk show Kothamala.
These were good programmes
and attracted viewers. And also

NAK: We are soon coming up
with a number of new produc-
tions celebrating our 6th anniver-
sary. You have already heard
about the training and work-

July17  Meraj Fakirer Ma by there is Amra Korbo Joy--a hops forthei fth
Theatre(Baily road) programme by children aged shopsfort elmproven}gnto the
July18  (Morning) Kanjush by about 10-15. Regarding subject- crew. We are also recruiting more

Lok Natya Dal (Shiddheswari)
(Evening) Shikhondi Kotha by
Mahakal Natya Shomprodaya.

based interview shows one must
mention Face to Face. And
amongst the musical shows Pop
Dhamaka surely entertains its

The smartly turned out ATN crew celebrating the 6th Anniversary of the Channel.
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efficient people. Having said all
these, we may assure once again
that we are going to wear a new
lookverysoon.

Maanpatra (citation) written

Balinese dancers perform Kanyaka Sura dance as the masts of the ninth
century Indonesian replica ship is seen in the background. It reflects
the power of ancient Indonesian's maritime skills and their incredible

achievementin world trade.

5:45

Joto Poth Toto Moth
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