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RECOMMENDATIONS

Film show

July 13-15

Jean-Luc Godard Retro-
spective:

Zahir Raihan Film Society, in
association with the Alliance
Francaise of Dhaka, will screen
six films in the first part of the
retrospective of French
filmmaker Jean-Luc Godard at
the Alliance Francaise auditorium
(Road No. 3, Dhanmondi).

Monday, 14th July 2003:
5:30 PM: AWoman Is a Woman
7:15PM: Les Carabiniers

Tuesday, 15th July 2003:
5:15PM: Contempt
7:00 PM: Pierrot le fou

Exhibition

July 11-August 1

A miniature art exhibition will be
held at the Shilporag Art Gallery
from 11 July to 1 August daily
from 11 pm to 8 pm. The
inaugural programme will take
place on 11 July at 5.30. Venue:
Gallery Shilporag, House: 15,
Road: 16, Dhanmondi.

Theatre

Silver Jubilee

July 19-21

Group Theatre 'Tarun
Shamproday' from Serajganj
celebrates its Silver Jubilee at the
Bhashani Auditorium on July 19
at 10 am. Veteran theatre
personality Azkarul Haque will
inaugurate the celebration which
features three stage
performances. A reunion of all
activists of the group will take
place at 7:30 pm including a
discussion session and reception
of eminent personalities. Below is
the schedule of the three drama
performances:

July 19 at 10.00 pm
Swapnobilash by Zahid Hasan
and Afsana Mimi

July 20 at 7.30 pm

Oedipus by Pabna Theatre '77
July 21 at 7.30 pm

Muktodhara by Rangpur Natya
Kendra

The Baily Star

Photography

Remaking destiny

Exhibition on migrant labour at Drik

Fayza HAQ

LACK and white

photographs by Dev
Nayak, Duanu Yuting, Jin
Yongquiann, Sebastiao Salgado
and Shahidul Alam delineated the
subject of migrant workers in the
east at Drik. The scenes are from
Bangladesh, China, Pakistan, India
and Vietnam.

A picture by Shahidul Alam
shows how people say goodbye to
each other from behind doors. As
non-passengers are not allowed to
enter Dhaka Zia International
Airport, thereis no space for people
to say goodbye to loved ones. A
woman standing outside the re-
stricted areas bids farewell to her
man about to leave for foreign
lands. The burqa clad woman looks
cheerful and so does her husband
at the prospect of earning for the
family. It is a touching scene. An-
other photo shows how Abdul
Malik's family pray outside Zia
International Airport on the
night before his departure. The
area is a part of the main termi-
nal. Here we see people stand-
ing and kneeling at prayer with
their shoes in front. The people
are clad in "lungis", "punjabis”
and "tupis" while bright lights
shine on top of them. The second

Day labourers with no job security sitting on sacks, as their bodies glisten
with sweat.

picture is also taken by Shahidul
Alam.

Another picture by the same
photographer shows migrant
workers wave to their relatives
beside the airport as they take alast
look. A newly constructed lounge
now blocks this view. We can feel
the emotion of the people as they
wave even though they are not
facing the camera. In another
picture we see Lokman Hussain, a
cleaner at Nanyang Technical
University at Singapore. There are
girls from well-to-do Bangladeshi
families who are studying here but

w

A woman standing outside the restricted areas bids farewell to her man

they don't condescend to talk to
Lokman. We see the silhouette of
the cleaner with the chairs piled
on the table with the wet ground
below. The same photographer,
brings pictures from Oldham, UK,
where major migration began in
the 1950s and 1960s to serve the
cotton mills, most of which have
now closed. The girls, in eastern
clothes, jewellery and hairdo are
photographing a Bangladeshi
wedding. Their outlooks differ
from those of their parents and
grandparents.

Looking at another section, we
find Singapore's Little India on a
Sunday afternoon. Migrant work-
ers from the subcontinent gather
here for photographs and to
arrange money transfers. Those
who are illiterate bring letters
from home to be read. We can see
the faces and the hands of the
workers as they hang on to a rod
in the bus. About half a dozen
faces can be seen through the bus
window. This picture is by
Shahidul Alam. Another of his
photographs bring migrant work-
ers in the Clifton area in Karachi
with their makeshift houses near
the beach. Torn bed sheets are
used to partition off areas and the

camera there are some thatched
huts in the background. Even to
live in these conditions they have
to pay substantial bribes. In
another of his pictures we see a
Bangladeshi worker in Karachi
showing his identity in a little
plastic encased card which en-
sures him against harassment by
the authorities.

A photograph based on India,
presents workers bound for the
Middle East waiting in the transit
lounge in Kolkata airport. Their
onward flight is unscheduled and
they may have to wait for days.
The men wear uniforms, caps and
tennis shoes. This pictures is also
by Shahidul Alam. Another, by
Dev Nayak, presents the migrants
going from parts of India to
Kolkata. Some of the people have
warm clothes like 'chadars' and

As we move on to the Chinese
section, we find internal migra-
tion with a family moving Chong
Quing to another province along
the Yangtze River. More than one
million people are to be settled.
The migrants themselves chose
their homes. This is by Jin
Yongquann and present a family
looking out to the river water.
More than a hundred million
migrants seek jobs in China's
cities. Many girls from poor fami-
lies, some under ten years old,
move to big cities like Wuhan and
Kunming. Most find low paid jobs
as entertainers, shoe-shiners or
dish washers. They send their
wages home for the education of
their brothers as men are still
considered superior to women.
This is portrayed in a photo of
young girls playing the accordion

Migrant labourers try their best to smile and not give up despite adversaries.

caps. Another picture by Dev
Nayak shows how the family
bread winner often has to rely on
daily wage labour with no job
security. The men wearing loin
cloth or shorts are seen sitting on
sacks and smoking and some
grinning, as their bodies glisten
with sweat. Yet another picture
by Shahidul Alam shows how
many women from the subconti-
nent work in the Middle East.
Promised by attractive jobs they
are lucky to be employed as do-

in the streets. Sebastiao Salgado's
images bring in depiction of mi-
grantlife in Vietnam such as young
girls under ten in a detention camp
surrounded by barbed wires and
another picture of an old man
holding the photo of himself as a
soldier and that of his deceased
wife.

The pictures at Drik well por-
trayed the relentless struggle and
undying courage of migrant la-
bourers who tried their best to
smile and not give up despite all

Underwater festival

PHOTO: AFP

Divers participating
| in the Lower Keys
Underwater Music
| Festival in the
Florida Keys pre-
| tend to play mock
musical instru-
ments on July 12.
Nancy Herlehy of
Big Pine Key blows
air bubbles out of a
- facsimile of a horn,
~ while her huband
Mel swims behind
| with a fake guitar.
Almost 400 divers
and snorkelers got
wet to listen to a
| Keys radio station's
six-hour music
broadcast piped
below via underwa-
ter speakers at the
Looe Key National
Marine Sanctuary
near Big Pine Key.

Kiss of the Dragon

CULTURE DESK

ODHUMITA Movies is
now showing Kiss of the
Dragon, a Martial Art

film starring the popular
and innocent-looking Jet Li, co-
starred by Bridget Fonda. The film
isdirected by Chris Nahon.

Jet Li plays Liu Jiuan, a mysteri-
ous operative who travels from
Shanghai to Paris on a mission so

unclear even to him. A few clues
lead Liu to Jean Pierre Richard, a
brutal Frenchman with a small
army to back him up. When the
mission goes horribly wrong, Liu
falls into a deadly trap and
becomes embroiled in a vast con-
spiracy being accused of a murder
he didn't commit, on the run in a
cityhe doesn'tknow.

The film was released on Fri-
day last and showing at all usual
show-times at the DTT-equipped
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