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STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Thirty-six accused people have 
been acquitted and eight convicted 
in 14 cases tried by the Speedy Trial 
Tribunal in Khulna in the last eight 
months. 

Most of the accused were acquit-
ted due to "faulty and week charge 
sheet by IOs (investigation officer)", 
court sources said. 

Set up in November 20 last year, 
the Speedy Trial Tribunal got its first 
case on December 9. Till June 25 this 
year, 22 cases were referred to the 
Tribunal. Of these, 14 have so have 

been disposed of. 

Eight accused were convicted in 
eight cases, while all the accused 
were acquitted in five other cases. 
One case was dismissed due to 
death of its lone accused, court 
sources said. 

Failure by IOs to produce prose-
cution witnesses and submit charge 
sheet with credible evidences was 
the reason for acquittal of the 
accused. 

The 22 cases so far sent to the 
Tribunal include one for murder, 12 
under Arms Act, six under Narcotics 
Control Act, one under Explosives 

Act, one under Acid Act and one 
under Women and Children 
Repression Prevention Act. 

All the chargesheeted 28 accused 
in the lone murder case were freed 
as their guilt could not be proved 
beyond doubt. 

Eight chargesheeted accused 
convicted by the Tribunal include 
two who were given life term. 

Most of the accused acquitted 
due to lack of evidences and faulty 
report by IOs are hardened crimi-
nals, according to prosecution 
witnesses. 

Khulna Speedy Trial Tribunal

Hardened criminals freed
due to 'faulty, weak 
charge sheet by IOs'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

None has filed FIR with Batiaghata 
thana in connection with the mur-
der of Shurkhali Union Parishad 
chairman and BNP activist Ashraf 
Ali Biswas fearing reprisal. 

Police are yet to arrest any one.

"Who will give security of my life 
if I lodge FIR against murder of my 
husband?" said Ali's wife Shiuli 
Begum, 24.

She alleged that Batiaghata 
thana police did not take any step 
after her husband filed four general 

diaries in the last two months seek-
ing protection from of PBCP out-
laws. 

"We have no confidence in 
police investigation", said Akram 
Hossain, younger brother of Ali, 
who succumbed to bullet  injuries at 
Khulna Medical College Hospital.

Meanwhile, Babu Panchanon 
Biswas MP, elected from Dakop-
Batiaghata constituency, said police 
know who are killers of Ali. He 
warned police not to do "excess" in 
the name of combing operation, 
saving the real culprits.

HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura

College girl Zahida rape and mur-
der case was transferred to CID on 
Wednesday for further investiga-
tion and submission of a fresh 
charge sheet.

The action followed submis-
sion of a 'naraji' (no confidence) 
petition to the home ministry by 
plaintiff Royesuddin, alleging that 
innocent persons were implicated 
in the charge sheet.

Official sources said the 
Additional Inspector General of 
Police (CID) ordered further 
investigation following submis-
sion of the naraji petition.

Zahida Khatun, daughter of 
f a r m e r  R a i h a n  J o a r d e r  o f  
Boroichara village in Sreepur 
upazila, appeared at the HSC 
examination last year from 
Dariapur College. She secured 
first  division in HSC from 
Humanities Group as she got also 
in the SSC examination.

But she could not know her 
HSC result as she was gangraped 
and strangled by some local mis-
creants on July 5, 2002, few days 
after the examination.

Family sources said, while 
returning home from her friend's 
house, Zahida was caught by the 
miscreants allegedly led by 
Manun of the same village in 
daylight and dragged to a jute 
f ie ld.  She was ki l led after  
gangrape.  

Royesuddin, elder brother of 
the victim, filed a case with 

Sreepur police.

The local administration at a 
meeting on August 27, 2002 put 
the case on the list of 'sensitive' 
cases and sent it to DB (Detective 
Branch) police for investigation.

After about 8 months' investi-
gation, DB Inspector Shahidul 
Islam on April 26 submitted two 
charge sheets under Section 302/3 
of Bangladesh Penal Code and 
Section 9(4) (kha) of Woman and 
Children Repression Prevention 
Act, 2000.

Satkhira 
Krishak League 
president 
arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Police arrested the president of 
Satkhira district Krishak League, a 
front of Awami League, from 
Patkelghata Bazar in Tala upazila 
on Tuesday for allegedly selling 
adulterated paddy seed. 

The arrested person -- Biswajit 
Sadhu-- is also general secretary of 
Satkhira chapter of Bangladesh 
Fertilizer Association. 

S a t k h i r a  C h a m b e r  o f  
Commerce and Industries and 
Satkhira district Awami League 
protested the arrest and demanded 
his immediate release, claiming 
that he was arrested in a false 
charge. 

Tk 5.64 lakh 
'missing' from 
Narail bank  
counter
OUR CORRESPONDENT,  Narail 

An amount of Tk 5.64 lakh was 
missing from the cash counter of 
Pubali Bank's Narail branch on 
Tuesday. 

Sources at the bank said cashier 
Musharref Hossain kept the money 
on the tray in front of him to send it 
to Sonali Bank's main branch in the 
town. 

He went to the manager's room 
to attend a phone call. Returning to 
his table, he found the tray empty. 

None of staff could say how the 
money was missing. No case was 
lodged with police till yesterday 
noon. 

Hafizur Rahman, Regional 
Manager of Pubali Bank, visited the 
spot. 

The sources said this was the 

first such incident at the bank. 

Wife 'killed' by 
husband at 
B'Baria
OUR CORRESPONDENT, B'baria  

A housewife was killed allegedly by 
her husband at Mazlishpur village 
under Kashba upazila on Monday.

Police said Shereen Akter was 
strangled by her husband Md Sanu 
Mia during an altercation.

Kasba police led by SI Rafiqul 
Islam rushed to the spot, arrested 
Sanu and took the body to 
Brahmanbaria Sadar Hospital 
where its autopsy was done. A case 
was filed.

Drug peddler 
gets life term 
BSS, Chittagong 

The Speedy Trial Tribunal, Chitt-
agong sentenced a drug peddler to 
life imprisonment for killing a 
person over share of money from 
illegal drug business.

The Judge M Hassan Imam 
handed down the punishment to 
Babu Bahadur of Badamtali under 
Doublemooring thana in the city. 

Two other accused--Nurul 
Haque and Monku Murma--were 
acquitted as charges against them 
could not be proved.

Babu had stabbed Manju to 
death during an altercation over 
drug money at Badamtali on April 
6, 2002.

Court sources said that during 
trial, Babu gave confessional state-
ment about his involvement in the 
killing.

Five injured in 
acid attack on 
wedding party
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrokona

Five persons including three guests 
sustained burn injuries in an acid 
attack on the eve of a wedding 
ceremony at Harigati village under 
Kendua upazila in Netrokona on 
Tuesday night.

The victims were sent to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital (DMCH). 
Two of them were identified as 
Ekhlas alias Bulbul and Saidul 
Islam.

The hosts claimed that the 
attackers were from Harigati and 
an adjacent village but could not 
identify any of them. The attack 
could be a sequel to previous 
enmity.

16 CU 
teachers get 
Ph D, 
M Phil degree 

CU CORRESPONDENT

The Chittagong University 
(CU) has conferred Mphil and 
Phd degrees on sixteen of its 
teachers. 

Of them 15 obtained Ph.D 
and one got M.Phil degree. 
Those who got Ph.d degree 
i n c l u d e  M d  J a f a r  o f  t h e  
Institute of Marine Science 
(IMS); Md Ali Chowdhury and 
P r o f  M d  F a s i u l  A l a m  o f  
Management; Md Naser of 
Statistical; Prof Sujit Kumar of 
Mathematics; Mojffor Ahmad 
Chowdhury of Philosophy; 
Rashida Khanam of Political 
Science; Md Abdur Rahman of 
Accounting; Tasl-ima Begum 
of Bengali and Abu Torab Md 
Taher of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies. 

Md Gias Uddin of Botany 
obtained M Phil degree. 

Farmers' training 
held in Shariatpur
BSS, Shariatpur

A day-long training course for farmers 
and block supervisors, organised by 
the Agriculture Extension Department 
(AED), was held here o Sunday.

A total of 30 male and 30 female 
farmers and 10 block supervisors of 
AED took part in the training course, 
held at the AED office.

The training on modern methods 
of cultivation was conducted by 
special ists of the agriculture 
department. 

2 commit 'suicide' 
in Rajshahi
BSS, Rajshahi

Two persons including a housewife 
allegedly committed suicide in two 
incidents Monday night, hospital and 
police sources said.

Housewife Ferdousi Begum, 30, 
ended her life allegedly by taking 
poison at her husband's house at 
Shibpur village under Charghat 
Upazila following a family feud.

Momin Mollah, 45, of Puhar village 
under Durgapur upazila cut his 
abdomen with a blade allegedly due to 
agony from prolonged illness. He died 
while being taken to hospital.

Medical camp, film 
show on AIDS held
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Mymensingh

A day-long "Free Medical Camp and 
Film Show on AIDS Prevention" was 
held at Muktagacha upazila recently. 

More than 200 poor patients, 
mainly women and children, were 
given free treatment and medicines at 
the camp, organised by the Welfare 
Multipurpose Society Ltd., a local 
voluntary organization. 

Dr AKM Siddiqur Rahman, Deputy 
D i rec to r  o f  Fami ly  P lann ing  
Directorate and Dr Anwara Begum 
conducted the medical camp.

Later, a film show on AIDS 
prevention was also screened to 
create awareness about AIDS among 
people.

Publication 
ceremony 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia.

Publication ceremony of Suborno 
Rekhar Alpona, a book Prof Dr. Abul 
Ahsan  Choudhury of Bengali 
Department at Islamic University (IU), 
was held at the Shilpokala Academy 
here recently.

Former justice KM Sobhan was 
present as the chief guest at the 
c e r e m o n y .  A m o n g  o t h e r s ,  
Shamsuzzaman Khan, former 
director of National Museum; Prof Dr 
M Alauddin, Dean,  Faculty of Science 
and Technology at IU; Dr Sahinoor 
Rahman, Chairman, Department of 
English at IU; former chairman of 
Kushtia municipality Anwar Ali and 
Prof Dr M Anwarul Karim, former 
principal of Kushtia Government 
University College spoke on the 
occasion.

One killed over 
land dispute
BSS, Narsingdi

One person -Afajuddin- was killed 
at Paharkandi village under 
Raipura upazila on Sunday over a 
land dispute.

Raipura police arrested two 
persons--Hossain Miah and Sattar 
Miah --following filing of a case.

Miscreants 
damage image 
of goddess 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
B'baria

Some unidentified miscreants 

damaged the image of a Hindu 

goddess Annapurnaat  a house  

at Mugra village in Akawra 

upazila Monday night.

Police said the miscreants 

entered the house of one Nantu 

Ranjan Achariya at dead of night 

and damaged the image. 

The officer-in-charge of  

Akawra thana rushed to the spot 

in the following morning. A case 

was filed but none of the miscre-

ants could be arrested till yester-

day, police said.

FIR not filed fearing
reprisal

Case sent to CID
for reinvestigation

UP chairman murder

STAR NATIONAL DESK

The flood situation in Nilphamari 
worsened again yesterday due to 
rain and onrush of water through 
the Teesta and its tributaries. 

In Gaibandha, marooned peo-
ple in remote charlands are facing 
crisis of food and drinking water.
Our Nilphamari correspondent 
reported that the Indo-Bangladesh 
joint dam at Kaligang in Dimla 
upazila is under serious threat. 

Unofficial sources said a cross-
dam developed breaches at 
Mekhligang and Vaora in Jalpaiguri 
in India, which may create a cata-
strophic situation in downstream 
areas in Bangladesh. If the cross-

dam breaches in India, the dam in 
Kaliganj will be seriously damaged, 
creating a deluge, they said.

Diarrhoea is spreading in the 
flood-affected areas, they said. 
Sixty-four medical teams of the 
district health department are 
working to combat the disease.
Our Gaibandha Correspondent 
reported that no government effort 
was made to rescue the marooned 
people from remote charlands of 
Teesta and Brahmaputra, who are 
facing acute crisis of food and 
drinking water.

About 5,000 people are mar-
ooned in charlands in Sunderganj 
upazila alone, sources said.

Three local NGOs are rescuing 

the marooned people  from 
charlands in Gaibandha Sadar, 
Fulchari and Shaghata upazilas.

Nearly 300 feet of the Teesta 
embankment has been washed 
away at Mirganj by the surging 
water. A sluice gate there is also 
threatened.

Onrush of water from Karotoa 

river is threatening Katakahli 

bridge and Deantola railway bridge 

in Gobindaganj upazila.

Sunderganj Upazila TNO said 

about 400 families have been 

rendered homeless by river erosion 

in Ujanbochagari union.

Teenage girl 
'commits 
suicide' after 
rape
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gaibandha

A teenaged girl allegedly commit-
ted suicide on Tuesday at Katabari 
village under Gobindaganj upazila 
after being raped.

Police said Rekha Begum, 13, 
was asleep at her hose on the night 
of July 5. She was dragged to a 
nearby banana filed allegedly by 
one Mukul Mia of same village and 
raped. 

Her mother rescued her later 
and sought justice from village 
elders. But they could not arrange 
any arbitration as Mukul Mia was 
absconding. 

Unable to bear the shame, 
Rekha ended her life by hanging 
herself, police said.

A case was filed with Gobinda-

daganj thana. Police arrested 

Mukul Mia's father Raisuddin.

Flood worsens again in 
Nilphamari 

PHOTO: STAR

Sylhet City Corporation Mayor Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran speaking as chief guest at a function to award certifi-
cates to disabled persons after vocational training, jointly organised by the Green Disabled Foundation (GDF) and 
Jalalabad  Disabled Rehabilitation Centre, Sylhet recently.

Breach in  Indian dam  reported

Rape, murder of college girl Zahida

Four pirates 
arrested from 
Sundarbans
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Four alleged pirates, three of them 
Indians, were arrested by police 
from Bayarsingh area in the 
Sundarbans on Saturday. 

The arrested persons are 
Sahabuddin Mondal and Achinta 
Roy of Gokna village under Baduria 
upazila; Mufizul of Chuno village in 
Shyamnagar upazila; and Sariful 
Mollah of Kukurati village in 
Deganga thana under 24 Parganas 
in West Bengal. 

PHOTO: STAR

Members of a newly formed study circle at its recent installation ceremony at 
Modhupur, Tangail. Initiated by Transparency International, Bangladesh 
(TIB), it will organise discussions on transparency and accountability in 
primary education and health service. A TIB press release said six study 
circles have been formed in Nalitabari upazila in Sherpur district and 
Madhupur upazila in Tangail district.
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