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RECOMMENDATIONS

Exhibition

July 04-17

Drik Gallery is holding a
photography exhibition entitled
Remaking Destiny presenting work
from Bangladesh, China, India,
Pakistan and Vietnam. The
photographers who aret taking part
in the exhibition are Dev Nayak,
Duan Yuting, Jin Yongquann, Qui
Yan, Sebastiao Salgado and
Shahidul Alam. The display is open
for all from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
everyday.

June 29-July 12

Shilpangan has arranged a water-
colour exhibition of the reputed
sculptor and painter Hamiduzzaman
Khan that started on June 29. Over
100 paintings are included in the
show. The exhibition is open to
visitors everyday from 10am to 9pm
till July 12.

Theatre

July 10

The Russian Cultural Centre in
Dhaka organises a drama show to
mark the 5th foundation
anniversary of Chekhov Theatre.
The show begins at 5:30 p.m. atthe
centre's auditorium.

Competition

July 11

The Russian Cultural Centre in
Dhaka organises a painting and
recitation competition for children
on the occasion of the 10th
foundation anniversary of Serov
Academy of Fine Arts. The
competition starts at 10:00 a.m. in
the centre premises.

PHOTO: AFP
Rolling Stones lead singer Mick
Jagger performs in Velodrome
Stadium in Marseille 05 July
during the band's first French
concert for its 'Forty Licks

CULTURE

In Search of Utopia

Kamaluddin Nilu, director of The Mission, recently seen at the Goethe Institut,
talks to Fayza Haq of @he Baily Star

he Daily Star: Why did you
choose the particular play
The Mission?

Kamaluddin Nilu: As you know that
Centre of Asian Theatre has always
gone for producing plays that are
relevant in Bangladeshi milieu,
and most of the CAT Repertory
productions were aimed to address
various social issues. The Mission is
tremendously relevant in the
contemporary world politics,
societal issues and also important
from the global economic point of

revolution of the slaves in Jamaica
after and within a year of the
French revolution -- is the theme of
the play. Itwas amission tostirupa
revolution of the blacks in Jamaica
against the British rule, but
ultimately it became a failure in
view of Napoleon's coming into
power and the massive betrayal of
national institutions in France. The
play is not any imitation of reality
butpresented in afragmentary way
as in a dream like reminiscence of
thelost mission.

The spectacles of songs and dances are an amalgam of modern and tradi-

tionalmovements in the play.

views; and Heiner Muller is much
talked about and the most influen-
tial and controversial playwright in
European theatre.

DS: Did you have to do some
adaptationinthe presentation?

KN: The text is highly relevant to
the contemporary world and does
as such not call for any adaptation.
I have simply tried to see the play
through the eyes of Muller himself.
However, through the productionI
have further emphasised the
linkage between the text and what
is happening in the world today. I
have tried to depict what is really
going on in the name of politics and
globalisation.

DS: What was the theme of the
play? Was it a search for a lost
Utopia? How is the playwright's
pessimism turned into hope?

KN: A mission assigned to three
emissaries by the National Assem-

The playwright with use of
strong ironies and metaphors is
severely critical to the colonizers
and masters in the world, and to
the existing social, political and
economic system. He is pessimistic
about the mission as he implicates
that revolution will never be more
than a means of filling time and
modern men are bereft of any clear
mission.

DS: How did the plot move?
Was it about the crushing of the
black slaves in Jamaica during the
French revolution? Please elabo-
rate.

KN: The three emissaries
assigned to foment the revolution
of the blacks, one of whom was a
Jamaican slaver's son, arrived in
Jamaica. Very carefully they began
to proceed by assuming masks as if
they were not at all against the
world of masters and slaves. This
was an attempt of the National

extricate Jamaica and the slaves
from slavery and the British crown,
and this happened after and within
ayear of the French revolution.

DS: Will you say something
about the stage props and the
costumes (including the mask) that
you used? What about the specta-
clesofthe songs and the dances?

KN: We tried to use props and
costumes so as to link the happen-
ings on the stage with the Jamaican
perspective in that historic period.
The text itself calls for use of masks
in various ways, but what more I
have done with masks is that these
have been used to lend the produc-
tion a visual richness and also to
make it meaningful with my own
interpretations. Music with heavy
drumbeats used in the play
reminds us of the Jamaican
landscape, as I tried to create a
realistic atmosphere. However, the
spectacles of songs and dances are
an amalgam of modern and
traditional movements and
dances.

DS: Will you give some details of
Heiner Muller, the playwright?

KN: Heiner Muller, born in East
Germany in 1929, is widely
regarded as one of the most
influential and controversial writer
in European theatre. His dramatic
works have shattered conven-
tional notions of theatre, continu-
ing where Brecht left off. The dark
suggestive power of his works
radiates a disturbing and provoca-
tive energy which attracts and
repels, confirms and irritates,
shocks and seduces. Rejecting the
safety of theatre grammar, he
constantly reinvents structure,
inciting fresh, stimulating vital
confrontation between theatre and
literature.

DS: What are the various
symbolism that you used (for
example for betrayal and beauty)?

KN: Use of symbols is manifold,
bothin the text by Muller and in the
visuals I depicted in the produc-
tion. In my production, Muller's
character of First Love has turned
out to be the symbol of beauty,
power, militarism and neo-
colonialism that one can easily
relate to the world perspective.
Here betrayal and beauty are
interrelated as one's submission to

Masks have been used to lend the production a visual richness.

betrayal from any sacred mission.
The elevator is suggestive to the
extreme mechanical process, the
hustle and bustle of modern men
and their desperation in such
conditions, and the risk of being
devoid of identity and the concept
oftime and space and goingback to
so to speak a primitive world. I have
therefore put a greater importance
to the elevator scene which is a
superb creation by Muller to
express the imagery of human
beings in a flux. The scene of Mary
up in the air is also emblematic to
the fact that religion proves
ineffective to placate you in a
conflict of materialistic interests.

DS: How did you handle the

KN: The issue of sex is strongly
present in Muller's text and is an
unavoidable element when the
play is to be staged. In a country
like ours, however, the theme is
difficult to portray unaltered. In the
production the theme has there-
fore been dealt with in a cautious
way, by merely making hints where
Muller is straightforward with his
imageries.

DS: Who are the actors and
actressesin the play?

KN: The Mission is acted by
Monir Ahmed, Shahdat Hossain,
Afjal Hossain, Abul Kalam Azad,
Anwar Hossain Chowdhury,
Delwar Hossain, Shipra Das,
Sabina Sultana Ratna, Sathi Sarker

The Baily Star

Website launching

Kakhano Megh Kakhano Brishti
on the cyberspace

NOVERA DEEPITA

HE launching of the website

of the Bangla feature film

Kakhano Megh Kakhano

Brishti, produced by Impress
Telefilm Ltd. and directe bK
popular actress Moushumi, too
place at the Hotel Sheraton yester-
day. The story of the film is written
b?: eminent litterateur Rabeya
Khatun. Popular actors Razzak,
Bobita, Ferdous and Moushumi
?iive acted in theleadingrolesin the
ilm.

The website contains the story
line of the film, informa-
tion about the director,
actor-actress, story-
writer, music and other
information of the film.

The guests of the
programme were
welcomed with Kadam
flower, the symbol of the
rainy season. The [®
Managing Director of
Impress Telefilm Ltd,
Faridur Reza Shagor said
in his welcome speech,

film when the DVD of the film will be
inthe market.'

The chief guest of the pro-
gramme, Science and Information
Technology Minister Dr. Abdul
Moyeen Khan officially launched
the website of the film by pressin;
the button on a computer. He sai
in his speech, 'Do we deal with
cloud and rain only? We should
think about the sun as well. I wish
we would see the sunshine in this
film.' He wished the film a success.

Ariful Hassan Apu, Hossain and
Anuva of Tech Domain have
developed the website.

'The Ban§la speaking
people of the whole
world will now be able to
know about the film
through this website.
More people will see the

Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan, flanked by Moushumi
and Ferdous, watches the website of the film
Kakhano Megh Kakhano Brishti.

Reminiscence

A Tribute to Tareque Shahriar

CULTURE DESK

ANGLADESH Short Film
Forum held a memorial
meet to pay tribute to the
short-film maker Tareque
Shahriar who had recently died.
Presided over by journalist and
filmmaker Pulak Gupta, the con-
ference took place at the Public
Libraryauditorium onJuly5.

The event started with one-
minute silence observed in honour
of the memory of the deceased.
Later, eminent writer Hasnat
Abdul Hye read out the biography
of Tareque Shahriar. Two short
films by Tarque--Kalighar and Jol
O Chaka--were then screened at
the event.

Hasnat Abdul Hye said in his
memorial speech, 'Tareque had
just started his journey in which he

ad left some marks of talent.
Filmmaking was like a battle to him
thathe always wanted towin.'

Among others who paid honour
to Tareque Shahriar at the event,

President of People's Institute,
filmmakers Morshedul Islam,
Manjare Hasin Murad, Yasmeen
Kabir, AKM Zakaria, Aminul Islam,
dramatist Masum Reza, Aminul
Haque and Gonosangeet singer
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