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Easy passage for MSC

NFL draw ceremony held

I/ Football

SPORTS REPORTER

Defending champions Mohamme-
dan Sporting Club has been placed
in a relatively easy group in the
Nitol-Tata third National Football
League.

The popular Motijheel outfit
could not have asked for a better
choice of opponents during the
official draw that took place at the
Conference Room of the National
Sports Council yesterday.

Former ace national striker
Sheikh Mohammed Aslam sur-
rounded by a host of big-screen
actors conducted the draw.

Mohammedan will lead Group
Athatalso features Arambagh Krira
Sangha, Moulvibazar Wanderers,
Jagarani Club of Jamalpur and
Jhenidah Mohammedan Sporting
Club.

Mohammedan's bitter rivals
and last year's runners-up Abahani
will lead the other group in the ten-
team final round. Muktijoddha
Sangsad Krira Chakra has also been
placed in Group B along with
Sirajganj Mohammedan SC,
Chittagong Mohammedan SC and
Bangladesh Army.

Although the draw passed off

peacefully, the audience was taken
aback when president of the
Bangladesh Football Federation
(BFF) SA Sultan vented his anger
against the print media in his intro-
ductoryspeech.

The BFF boss was apparently
unhappy the manner in which some
newspapers criticised the lavish
spending during the SAFF Cham-
pionshipinJanuary.

Questioning the wisdom of the
fourth estate Sultan said that one
should not write anything without
having properknowledge.

"Some newspapers are writing a
lot of things that bears little or no
truth. Do not write baseless reports.
Maybe some reporters lack proper
knowledge," said Sultan in his
sweepingspeech.

The fired up Sultan upstaged all
around him by not allowing even his
general secretary Anwarul Huq to
speak for once. At one stage he even
took the microphone from the chief
guest State Minister for Youth and
Sports Fazlur Rahman interrupting
his speech only to introduce some
guestswho hadjustarrived.

The draw ceremony created a
chaotic situation, as there were
more guests on the dais than it
could afford.

Sultan however struck alucrative
three-year deal with Nitol-Tata

despite not confirming that all the
final round matches would be
telecast live from five different
venues across the country.

Nitol-Tata will pay Taka 1.5 crore
for the title sponsorship right for the
nextthreeyears.

Meanwhile, the chairman of
Nitol-Tata Group Abdul Matlub
Ahmed announced that the winners
of the championship would receive
an Indica V2 car apart from the cash
award of Taka five lakh.

The runners-up will receive
three lakh taka while the third-
paced team will be richer by Taka
twolakh.

Besides, all the ten teams in the
final round will get Taka 100,000
each asappearance fees.

The first phase of the final round
will commence on July 11. Ten
teams, split into two groups, will
initially compete in the first phase of
the final round to be held
Chittagong, Sylhet, Barisal, Khulna
and Dhaka.

Six teams, three from each
group, will advance into the Super
Six. They will then split into two
groups from where four will battle
for the four semifinalslots.

The Super Six will be held in
Dhaka, but the venue was yet to be
decided.

Bangladesh
improving’

Cricket

AGENCIES, Darwin

Bangladesh coach Dav Whatmore
says results are of secondary
importance to improved individ-
ual performances in the Test series
againstAustralia.

DAV WHATMORE

Whatmore on Sunday, less than
a fortnight before their first Test
with Australia here, said that the
Test cricket minnows are improv-
ing and heading in the right direc-
tion.

The Bangladeshis flew into
Darwin on the day, buoyed by their
two-wicket tour victory of the
Australian Cricket Academy in
Brisbane on Saturday, but realistic
about their chances against the
top-ranked Australians.

Whatmore said his team was
focusing on improving perfor-
mance, rather than being con-
cerned bywins orlosses.

"We, as a team, have agreed that
we are not going to judge the suc-
cess or otherwise by wins or losses
on this tour," Whatmore said.

"It's individual improvement in
areas that players need to improve
on. Thatwill be done very carefully.

"Bangladesh haven't done all
that well in the last few years, so it
would seem to suggest that we
need to improve in all areas, and
that's the focus."

Whatmore said the tourists' win
over the academy was a boost to
theteam's confidence.

Set 230 to win from a maximum
73 overs, Bangladesh scraped
home with just a few minutes and
balls to spare.

"That's always a good tonic," he
said. "We're improving, definitely
goingin the correctdirection."

Captain Khaled Mahmud
shrugged off criticism of the Top
E n d

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

Did U Know?

George Lohmann of England holds the
record for the fastest first 100 Test wickets
(in terms of playing in fewest matches and
balls bowled). He reached that aggregate in
his 16th Testand 3421 balls.
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ESPN

England vs Zimbabwe
NatWest Series
Seventh ODI
Repeat at 1:30 pm
Sportscentre Hindi
Sport News
Live at 8:30 pm

STAR Sports

Wimbledon C'ships
Men's Singles Final &
Women's Doubles Final
Repeat at 9:30 am
Sportsline Tonight
Sport News
Live at 8:00 pm
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Brian Lara

(WestIndies cricket captain)

"We lost both the Test and one-day
series against Australia, but we
learnt a lot from them. They are a
champion side."

Green Delta
hockey

UNB, Dhaka

Dhaka Wanderers Club earned a 5-1
victory over Bachelors SC in the
Green Delta Metropolis Senior
Division Hockey League at the
Maulana Bhasani National Stadium
yesterday.

Wanderersled thefirstsession 2-0.

Javed, Yousuf, Ramzan, Jahangir
and Mustaque scored one goal each
for the winners while Roman netted
the consolation goal for thelosers.

In the day's other match, Shishu
Kishore Sangha blanked Mukta
Bihanga Tarun Sangha 3-0 after
dominating the first half 1-0 at the
samevenue.

Maksudur Rahman, Ranjan Banik
and Jahangir Alam scored for the
winners.

PHOTO: STAR

Former national striker Sheikh Mohammad Aslam shows one of the teams' name during the draw ceremony for the
final round of the Nitol-Tata third National Football League at the National Sports Council yesterday. He is flanked by
actor Ferdous (2nd from R) and Nitol-Tata Group chairman Abdul Matlub Ahmed (R). State Minister for Youth and
Sports Fazlur Rahman (2nd from L) attended the function as chief guest. President of Bangladesh Football

Federation SA Sultan (L) was present.

England oust Zimbabwe

ﬁ] Cricket

AFP, Bristol

All-rounder Andrew Flintoff steered
England to a six-wicket win over
Zimbabwe here on Sunday that
booked England's place in the
NatWest triangular one-day series final
againstSouth Africa.

Flintoff, who took three for 13 with
his lively pace bowling as Zimbabwe
were bowled out for 92, then made an
unbeaten 47 after England had col-
lapsedto25forfour.

Darren Gough took four for 32 as
Zimbabwe, after losing the toss, were
bowled out for their lowest one-day
internationalscoreagainst England.

It was the first time England had
bowled out a side for under 100 in a
one-day international since they
dismissed Pakistan for 74 at Adelaide
duringthe 1992World Cup.

But Zimbabwe captain and fast
bowler Heath Streak then took four
wicketsfornorunsin 16 ballsonalively
NevilRoad pitch.

He finished with four for 21 from
nineovers.

However, Flintoff ended the match
in style with a six off the lively Andy
Blignaut, whose 5.5 overs cost 56 runs,
as England won with over 32 overs to
spare.

Flintofffaced 37 balls including two
sixes and 11 fours. England captain
Michael Vaughanwas 11 notout.

England will now play South Africa
at Lord's on Saturday for the trophy
after Zimbabwe failed to gain the
bonuspointtheyneeded tostayalivein
thetournament.

Only Stuart Matsikenyeri (26) and
Blignaut (17), whose eighth wicket
stand of 33 in 33 balls took Zimbabwe
close to breaking 100, made it into
double figures for the Africans with 24
oftheirrunscominginextras.

In reply, England were rocked by
Streak'sblisteringburst.

He first had left-handed opener
Marcus Trescothick (eight) caught low
downintheslipsbyTravisFriend.

England then sent in hard-hitting
tailender Richard Johnson. But he
went for nought, skying Streak to one-
day international debutant Charles

Coventryatcover.

And 20 for two became 22 for three
when Vikram Solanki (seven) edged
Streak through to wicketkeeper
TatendaTaibu.

Anthony McGrath (one) fell next to
the former Hampshire quick, well
caughtintheslipsby GrantFlower.

But Flintoff took the game away
from Zimbabwe in the 14th over. He
straight drove pace bowler Blignaut for
consecutive fours and also pulled ano-
ball for six, Coventry dropping the
'catch'beforetheball crossed therope.

Flintoff then drove another four, 21
runs in all coming off the over to leave
England60forfour.

Earlier Zimbabwe's first three
wickets went in eight balls before
senior players Flower (one) and Streak
(five) both fell to the combination of
Gough and wicket-keeper Chris Read,
who took four catches, as the Africans
slumpedto45forsix.

Matsikenyeri then defied England
before he was bowled by Flintoff,
?aving faced 35 balls including two

ours.

SCOREBOARD

Final scoreboard in the NatWest
triangular series one-day international
between England and Zimbabwe on
Sunday:

ZIMBABWE

EbrahimcTrescothickbGough 7
CoventrycVaughanbAnderson 3

FriendcReadb Gough 4
FlowercReadbGough 1
TaibucTrescothickbJohnson 5
Matsikenyerib Flintoff 26
StreakcReadbGough 5
ErvinecClarkebJohnson 0
BlignautcClarkeb Flintoff 17
PricecReadbFlintoff 0
Hondonotout 0

Extras: (b-1,Ib-3,w-16,nb-4) 24
Total: (Alloutin24.5overs) 92

Fall of wickets: 1-14, 2-14, 3-20,4-34, 5-
39,6-45,7-51,8-84,9-84

Bowler O M R W
Anderson 5 0 15 1
Gough 9 1 26 4
Johnson 5 0 16 2
Harmison 3 0 18 0

Flintoff 25 1 13 3
ENGLAND
TrescothickcFriendbStreak 8
SolankicTaibub Streak 7
Johnson cCoventryb Streak 0
Vaughannotout 11
McGrath cFlowerb Streak 1
Flintoffnotout 47

Extras: (b-2,Ib-2,w-12,nb-5) 21
Total: (or4wktsin17.50vers) 95
Fall ofwickets: 1-20,2-20,3-22,4-25

Did not bat: Clarke, Read, Gough,
Anderson, Harmison

Bowler O M R W
Streak 9 3 21 4
Hondo 3 0 14 0
Blignaut 55 0 56 0
Result:Englandwonbysixwickets.
Man-of-the-match:Andrew Flintoff.

U-23's 3rd
2-dayer
today

SPORTS REPORTER

The visiting Bangladesh Under-23
team faces Moors SC Under-23
squad in their third two-day
friendly match in Sri Lanka today.
The young Bangladesh cricketers
earned a massive victory in their
first two-day match and drewin the
second one. They went down in the
fourlimited-over encounters.

The team is expected to return
home on July 12 after playing their
last two-day match against the Sri
Lankan Under-23 national squad
onJuly10-11.

Asif shoots for
Nitol-Tata

SPORTS REPORTER

Commonwealth gold medalist Asif
Hossain is going to be appointed as
Public Relations officer of Nitol-
Tata Group.

The young shooter of BKSP shot
to fame at the Manchester
Commonwealth Games last year in
the 10m Air Rifle event.

He is likely to get a monthly
salary of Tk 20,000 for the next ten
years.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Fazlur Rahman said this
while talking to newsmen during
the draw ceremony of the Nitol-
Tata third National Football
Leagueyesterday.

StanChart school
chess starts
today

SPORTS REPORTER

The Standard Chartered Bank School
Chess tournament will begin today at
3:00 pm at the Bangladesh Chess
Federation Auditorium.

Over 200 school students from
Bangladesh and Indiaare takingpartin
the event. The tournament will be held
inSwiss-Leaguesystem.
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NOTHING COMPARES TO THIS: An emotion-choked Roger Federer of Switzerland holds aloft the Wimbledon trophy
after defeating Mark Philippoussis of Australia in the men's final yesterday.

Swiss fairytale
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AGENCIES, Londo

Roger Federer produced a tennis
masterclass to claim his first Grand
Slam title with a 7-6, 6-2, 6-2 demo-
lition of big-serving Mark Phili-
ppoussis in the Wimbledon final
on Sunday.

The 21-year-old fourth seed
from Switzerland produced a dis-
play of cool artistry on Centre Court
to confirm his status as a new domi-
nant force in men's tennis with a
comprehensive victory over the
Australian in one hour and 56 min-
utes.

"It's an absolute dream for me. I
always used to joke around when I
was a boy that I was going to win
this and I have it," said Federer,
cradling the famous Challenge Cup
after his emphatic win.

"It's such a nice trophy. I'm so
hapgy with the way I played. It was
the best two matches maybe of my
career," added the Swiss, who
demolished hot favourite Andy
R;)lddick in three sets in the semifi-
nals.

"I kept it going in the final. It's
just incredible right now. It's
incredible, I don't know how I did
it."

"Alot of people came from Basel
and home, it's so nice to share this

moment. Thanks to everybody, it's
great," he concluded, his voice
cracking with emotion as he broke
downintears.

Phili}()ipoussis said: "Roger was
too good I just congratulate him,
it's his day definitely. I only had one
break point. He returned a lot
better than I did today. He took his
chances.

"But I'm definitely proud, there
are a lot of positive things to take
away from these two weeks. I will
definitely be back that's for sure,"
added the player dubbed the 'The
Scud' for hisrocket-like serves.

With both players appearing in
their first Wimbledon final they
could have been excused some
early nerves. But if there were any,
they were well disguised in a start
to the match lit up by booming
aces, flashing returns and rock-
solid volleying.

The first 12 games all went with
serve and did not feature a single
break point, although Federer
looked slightly more threatening
and twice had the Australian at 30-
30onserve.

Philippoussis, who also lost in
the 1998 US Open final, reacted to
the danger in characteristic fash-
ion by sending down unreturnable
serves, one ace in the eighth game
being clocked at 138 miles per hour
(222.1 kph).

The 26-year-old unseeded
Australian dug himself out of a

mini-crisis at 5-6, snuffing out the
danger to take the first set into a
tiebreak.

A 15-stroke baseline rally at 2-2
in the tiebreak had both players
scampering from corner to corner
before Federer cracked a forehand
winner down theline.

The decisive moment came at 4-
5 when an edgy looking Philippou-
ssis served his third double fault to
hand Federer two set points and
the Swiss clinched the set on the
second.

With Philippoussis visibly
deflated, Federer stepped up a gear
in the second set to establish a 3-0
leadin 11 brilliant minutes.

Two dipping forehand winners
and a volley mistake from
Philippoussis gave him his first break
of the match. After holding easily for
2-0 he then broke again as
Philippoussis' challenge began to
crumble.

A slight lapse in Federer's con-
centration gave Philippoussis a
glimmer of hope in the next game
when he reached 0-30 on his oppo-
nent's serve. But the fourth seed
staxfled cool, moving into a 4-0 lead
with a crosscourt forehand into an
empty court.

Philippoussis stopped the rot to
hold in the fifth game, but there
was no respite as Federer main-
tained the

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

PHOTO: REUTERS
MAN-OF-THE-MATCH: England's Andrew Flintoff pulls one for four during his innings against Zimbabwe in the
NatWest Series at the County Ground in Bristol yesterday.

Lara's belief

i‘ﬁ] Cricket

REUTERS, Madras

West Indies captain Brian Lara
believes his young team are capa-
ble of reaching the levels achieved
b%l the Caribbean side during their
glorydaysin the 1970s and 1980s.

"Our players certainly have the
talent and are willing to learn fast,"
Lara told reporters on Saturday.
"But it will still take us a lot of time
to getbackto the top."

West Indies, struggling to arrest
their slump in recent years, were
hammered 3-1 at home by
Australia earlier this year, but
managed to pull off a remarkable
victory by three wickets in the
fourthand final Test.

Lara's team made the highest-
ever fourth innings winning total
418 for seven to avoid an unprece-
dented home whitewash.

West Indies went on to beat Sri
Lanka 1-0 at home in a two-Test
series last week.

"Our confidence is not borne
just out of the win against Sri

Lanka, but the way we won that
final Test against Australia," Lara
said.

Headded that the fast-maturing
West Indies team would be in a
good position to consolidate their
revival when they tour Zimbabwe
and South Africalater this year.

"We have the two series coming
up and we will have the opportu-
nity to win if we maintain our
present form," he said.

West Indies suffered a 5-0 series
whitewash in South Africa four
years ago under Lara, who recently
said he was keen to wipe out the
bitter memory of one of the lowest
points ofhis first stint as captain.

West Indies have been boosted
in the last two seasons by the con-
sistency of young batsmen such as
Ramnaresh Sarwan, Chris Gayle,
Wavell Hinds and Marlon Samuels,
along with the longer established
Shivnarine Chanderpaul.

Lara, Australia Test captain
Steve Waugh and Indian batsman
Sachin Tendulkar are in Madras to
promote the MRF national karting
championship.
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