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A procession of Mahila Jubo League, brought out to mark its founding anniversary, comes to a halt as police obstruct 
the way. 

Gross disparity
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than the allocation for each stu-
dent of a public university and over 
three times higher than that for a 
teacher on training.

The sum spent on a student is Tk 
36,381 at public universities while 
that for a teacher is Tk 17,377 at 
teachers' training colleges or 
institutes. 

The allocation was about 55 
times that on each student of 
government primary schools. Tk 
1,031 was allocated for a govern-
ment primary school student.

In the same year, the spending 
on a student of government 
madrassah was Tk 6,259 against Tk 
1,146 for a non-government 
madrassah student.

In fiscal 1990-91, the allocation 
f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t  o f  n o n -
government secondary school was 
Tk 706 and for government sec-
ondary school it was Tk 1,940.

In the same fiscal, allocation for 
a student of cadet college was Tk 
40,367 about 21 times higher that 
for a student of government col-
lege, in fiscal 1994-95 it was about 
17 times.

Educationist Prof Serajul Islam 
Chowdhury noted that the consti-
tution enshrines universal educa-
tion but it is not reflected in reality. 

"The widening difference 
between cadet colleges and pri-
mary schools shows the increasing 
inequality in society," he said.

Prof Anu Muhammad of eco-
n o m i c s  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  
Jahangirnagar University said, "It 
is the reflection of social power and 
disparity in access to resource." 

The country is yet to have a 
secular and universal education 
system after three decades of 
independence, he observed.

AL relief
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Quoting police information, he 
added the truck with the munitions 
and explosives reached Kahalu 
travelling a long route inside the 
country.

"What did the law enforcing and 
intelligence agencies do during the 
time?" he queried.  

Rejecting the claims of failure of 
the law enforcing agencies, Jalil 
said, "As the ammo deal was con-
ducted by the government high-
ups, the law enforcing agencies 
were helpless to perform their 
duties."

He alleged the government is 
using the border security forces to 
humiliate innocent people instead 
of securing borders.

He also demanded of the gov-
ernment to dig out the truth behind 
the ammo haul for the sake of the 
country's independence, sover-
eignty and defence. 

The AL leader reiterated his 
party's demand for formation of 
three-member judicial committee 
and parliamentary body with 
lawmakers from all parties to 
investigate the matter.

Trade barriers
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report said.

"The recent indications that 
serious trade liberalisation is 
resuming appear to exclude agri-
culture. State trading monopolies 
still control the import and export 
of most agricultural commodities," 
the report said.

India's un-weighted average 
agriculture tariffs were exceeded 
by only South Korea, Turkey, and 
Morrocco.

Imports of 133 products in 
India, which are mainly food ingre-
dients, powdered milk, cement, 
steel tubes, home appliances, gas 
cylinders, dry batteries and steel 
products, need a mandatory certif-
ication of Indian quality standard, 
which is a trade barrier, the WB 
report pointed out.

As far as anti-dumping duty is 
concerned, the WB's report said, 
India is one of the active users of it 
in the world. The most targeted 
country by far has been China, 
followed by European Union (EU), 
South Korea, Japan, US, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Russia, Thailand, 
Indonesia and Brazil. 

India has been particularly 
active since 1993 in initiating anti-
dumping cases, 300 of which have 
been completed so far, the report 
said.
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yesterday directed all ministries 
concerned to closely monitor the 
country's river positions and take full 
preparations to face any situation 
that may arise.

Her directives came at a meeting 
held in view of steady rise in the water 
levels of some major rivers in the 
country. It was attended by all con-
cerned ministers, secretaries and 
high officials.

Meanwhile the met office said 
that despite delayed arrival of mon-
soon, the country experienced 50 
percent more rainfall than usual in 
June this year, which triggered floods 
in different areas. 

The Flood Forecasting and 
W a r n i n g  C e n t r e  s a i d  t h a t  
Brahmaputra-Jamuna continued to 
rise at down stream points but the 
rate of rise slowed down. Rivers in the 
Ganges and Padma basins contin-
ued to rise at all points. Most of the 
rivers in the Meghna & the South 
Eastern Hill basins observed fall. Out 
of 85 monitoring stations, 33 points 
recorded rise, 33 points recorded fall, 
2 stations remained unchanged and 
11 points were flowing above danger 
level yesterday. 

Our Pabna correspondent 
reported that low lying areas of 
Chatmohor, Bhangura, Faridpur 
and Bera upazilas have gone under 

water with sharp rise in water level. 

The Jamuna and the Padma were 
in spate  and were flowing close to 
the danger mark at Nargabari and 
H a r d i n g e  B r i d g e ,  W a t e r  
Development Board officials said. 

The badly affected areas along 
these rivers are Handial, Nimaichara, 
Khanmarich, Samaj, Saikola, 
Austamonish, Nilpasha, Murli, 
Demra, Dharlarchar, Babunathpur 
and Nagarbari. Dozens of poor fami-
lies in these areas have taken shelter 
on embankments. 

Our Lalmonirhat correspondent 
reported that 40 villages in 17 unions 
under five upazilas in the district 
have been submerged as Teesta, 
Dharla, Maldha and Ratani rivers 
continued to rise. 

Erosion by the rivers devoured 
vast areas in the five upazilas, he said, 
quoting officials. 

Our Gaibandha Correspondent 
said more areas in the district have 
gone under water from rising Teesta 
and Brahamputra rivers. 

Rail communication between 
Balashai and Bahadurabad may be 
snapped as land strips adjacent to 
the track at Balashi has been eroded, 
railway officials said.

Meanwhile Teesta river and its 
tributaries devoured vast areas and 
left hundreds of families homeless. 

Our Netrokona corrospondent 
reported that the flood situation in 
the district improved yesterday as 
they rivers started falling. But the 
situation in the inundated areas 
remained static. 

According to agricultural officials, 
the standing crops on hundreds of 
acres have been destroyed already 
and there will be an acute crisis of 
seedlings this year, as transplanta-
tion of aman seedlings could not be 
done in due time i.e. the second week 
of June. 

Flood: Cry for food, water

Federer wins
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status as a new dominant force in 
men's tennis. 

Federer edged the first set on a 
t i e b r e a k  a f t e r  b i g - s e r v i n g  
Philippoussis, who also lost in the 
1998 US Open final, double-faulted 
at a decisive moment. 

The stylish Swiss player raced 
through the second set and took 
the third after running away with 
the tiebreak 7-3, greeting his tri-
umph with tears of joy. 

SI Enamul
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Investigation Department (CID) 
s u b m i t t e d  t h e  F I R  ( F i r s t  
Information Report) of the rape 
case prepared by Assistant  
Superin-tendent  of the CID 
Mojibur Rahman, the complain-
ant. It was submitted to the officer-
in-charge of the Gulshan Police 
Station.

Meanwhile, lawyers of the 
accused Hasan once again cross-
examined Shahzreh Huq Shehzi, 
the fourth prosecution witness in 
the case.

She had earlier been cross-
examined by the lawyers of all the 
accused. But following a recall 
petition by the lawyer of the 
accused Hasan, the tribunal 
g r a n t e d  f u r t h e r  c r o s s -
examination.

Replying to a question, Shehzi 
said at about 5:00pm on April 23, 
1998, she along with Shazneen 
went upstairs of their father's 
Gulshan residence to see the prep-
arations for the party, arranged for 
25 to 30 guests, and saw Hasan on 
the verandah. Later, Shazneen 
became excited and was shouting 
at Hasan. "I calmed her down and 
brought her to the ground floor," 
the witness said. 

The tribunal then adjourned the 
hearing till tomorrow and ordered 
for issuance of summons upon the 
rest of the witnesses, including the 
investigation officer of the case, to 
appear on that day.

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman, 15, 
the youngest daughter of Latifur 
Rahman, Chairman of Transcom 
Ltd., was raped and murdered at 
their Gulshan residence on April 
23, 1998.

Special Public Prosecutors ABM 
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul, Mahbub 
Ahmed and Arfan Uddin Khan 
appeared for the state, while advo-
cates Mosharraf Hossain Kajol and 
MA Kamrul Hasan Khan Aslam for 
the accused.

Outlaws kill
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Senior police officials visited the 
spot half an hour after the killing of 
Ali, who was on the PBCP hit list, 
said locals. Four platoons of riot 
police have been deployed in 
Surkhali, said to be a stronghold of 
both BNP and banned New Biplobi 
Communist Party (NBCP), rival to 
the PBCP. Villagers alleged that the 
NBCP financed the election cam-
paign of Ali this year. 

No one was arrested until yes-
terday evening.

Mostafa Habib, chairman of the 
same union parishad, was gunned 
down in June 1999, and Molla 
Yusuf Ali, chairman of Bhandarkot 
union in Batiaghata, was killed in 
November 2001. As many as 11 UP 
chairmen have been killed in 
Khulna district since 1973.
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ment by taking floor on point of 
order. We cannot allow her to violate 
the rules and procedures and consti-
tutional provisions inside the 
House." 

Turning to Bogra munitions haul, 
he said it would have been wise for 
the AL to expel its Krishak League 
leader immediately after the recov-
ery of explosives and bullets from his 
house. But the AL chief  blamed the 
PM and Hawa Bhaban for the haul 
and later claimed that the ammuni-
tion was manufactured in the local 
ordnance factory.

"How can a person like Sheikh 
Hasina, who was the prime minister 
of the country and now holds the 
position of the leader of the opposi-
tion, issue such an irresponsible 
statement? She wanted to destroy 
the image of our armed forces," 
Mannan Bhuiyan added.

Bhuiyan, also the LGRD and 
cooperatives minister, announced a 
programme of demonstration, 
protest rallies and processions in all 
thana headquarters on July 13 
against the "conspiracy, violence, 
anarchy and destructive politics " of 
the AL.

Speaking at the gathering, 
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary General 
and Social Welfare Minister Ali 
Ahsan Mohammad Mujaheed said, 
"Now the question is whether the 
Awami League can do politics within 
the ambit of constitutional provi-
sions."

Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Khandaker Mosharraf 
Hossain said the demand for mid-
term election and the threat to para-
lyse the Jatiya Sangsad are part of a 
deep-rooted conspiracy against the 

people.

DCC Mayor and city BNP 
President Sadeque Hossain Khoka, 
MP said the AL is playing a dangerous 
game to destabilise the country and 
warned the party that it would be 
given a befitting reply with the sup-
port of the people.

Khoka, who chaired the meeting, 
said the BNP and the alliance are very 
much united and it will not be "diffi-
cult for us to foil any evil design of the 
AL".

BNP Joint Secretary General 
Gayeshwar Chandra Roy said the 
destructive politics of the AL couldn't 
be stopped as long as the AL support-
ers occupy top positions in the 
administration. He criticised the 
government for not removing them. 

"You have retained known AL 
supporters and Sheikh Hasina's men 
in vital administrative positions at 
home and abroad and are allowing 
the AL men to get big business 
opportunities, and then asking the 
BNP men to fight against the AL. It is 
simply not possible," he told the 
meeting. 

The meeting was addressed, 
among others, by BNP leaders Mirza 
Abbas, Selima Rahman, Nazrul 
Islam Khan, Amanullah Aman, 
Barkatullah Bulu and Abdus Salam, 
Jamaat  leaders  Mohammad 
Kamaruzzaman, Abdus Sobhan and 
Mominul Islam Patwari, Bangladesh 
Jatiyo Party leaders Kazi Firoz Rashid 
and Saifur Rahman, Islami Oikyo 
Jote leaders ARM Abdul Matin, 
Abdur Rab Yusufi and Shaikh Golam 
Akbar.

The meeting over, thousands of 
leaders and activists of the alliance 
paraded different city streets ending 
up in front of the BNP central office.

Alliance for legal action

Gram Sarkar
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is a device to create a parallel 
administrative body at the lowest 
tier of local government in viola-
t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  5 9  o f  t h e  
Constitution. 

The Article 59 requires every 
local government administration 
to be composed of persons elected 
in accordance with the law. There is 
no scope of selection in any local 
government body, he argued. 

Dr Kamal contended that the act 
purports to create Gram Sarkar in 
an unconstitutional process of 
nomination by the UNO, defying 
the mandatory provision of the 
Constitution.

Opposing him, Additional 
Attorney General Fida M Kamal 
submitted that the Gram Sarkar Act 
had not yet come into force. 
Therefore, the petition is immature 
and not maintainable. 

Defence
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3,636 of them are in Kuwait. About 
4,366 army officials are deputed in 
different organisations across the 
country, sources said.

There is no representation from 
any opposition parties in this com-
mittee. Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, 
in charge of the defence ministry 
and a member of this standing 
committee, did not attend yester-
day's meeting. She was also absent 
in the maiden meeting.

The meeting was also attended 
by Water Resources Minister Hafiz 
Uddin Ahmed, Home Minister Altaf 
Hossain Chowdhury, Whip Rezaul 
Bari Deena, Samsul Alam Pramanik, 
Saeed Iskander and Defence 
Secretary K M Ehsanul Hoq and 
Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant 
General Hasan M Chowdhury. 

Netrokona-3 
by-polls
August 21
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) has 
fixed the by-elections date for 
Netrokona-3 constituency on 
August 21.

Announcing the date yesterday 
the EC set July 21 as the last date to 
submit  nomination papers.  
Nomination papers will be scruti-
nised on July 22 and the last date for 
withdrawal of candidature is July 30.

Meanwhile, Abdul Jalil, general 
secretary of the main opposition 
Awami League (AL), last night told 
The Daily Star the AL will not nomi-
nate any candidate for the poll. 
However, any party man is at liberty 
to run the race individually, he 
added. 

The deputy commissioner of 
Netrokona has been made return-
ing officer and upazila nirbahi 
officers of Atpara and Kendua 
assistant returning officers for the 
by-elections.

The seat fell vacant after ruling 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
lawmaker Nurul Amin Talukder 
died on June 4.
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The number of landless families is 
increasing due to dowry and 
almost 85 per cent of families have 
lost their land, according to the 
finds by the implementing agency 
of the project.  

Wallich said the villagers have 
been able to identify their prob-
lems. "This really impressed me," 
she said with hopes that the village 
would be free from dowry. 

The WB has been carrying out a 
$18.2 million social investment 
programme project to help the 
poor and vulnerable groups, with 
t h e  S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Foundation (SDF), established by 
the government in 2001, as its 
implementing agency. 

The project works with the help 
of  some non-governmental  
organisations (NGOs) in 1,400 
v i l l a g e s  o f  J a m a l p u r  a n d  
Gaibandha districts that have the 
highest level of poverty.

Under the project, villagers sit 
together and identify and discuss 
their problems, which are resolved 
through the project.

Kendua Dewani Bazar is the first 
village where the project is being 
r u n ,  a n d  t h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Organisation of  Rural  Poor 
(DORP), a non-governmental 
organisation, has been appointed 
by the SDF to identify the problems 
of villagers.

The DORP identified some 
problems, including lack of 
employment opportunities, sani-
tation and infrastructure and put 
them forward to Wallich for scru-
tiny. 

According to SDF Manager 
Shajahan Montu, problems are 
divided into two categories -- 
infrastructural and social. He 
pointed to the lack of culverts 
facing the village and said 15 per 
cent of the funds for construction 
would be raised from the villagers 
and the rest from the project 
money.

S e p a r a t e  N G O s  w i l l  b e  
appointed to work out the social 
problems like unemployment, 
illiteracy, lack of health service and 
dowry. 

The women will be trained in 
job creation and be provided with 
funds for small entrepreneurship, 
he said.

SDF Managing Director and 
former advisor of the caretaker 
government M Hafizuddin Khan 
and SDF Member Binayek Sen 
accompanied Wallich.

A workshop was organised at 
the Jamalpur Shilpakala Academy 
on the project the same day. Prime 
Minister's Principal Secretary 
Kamal Uddin Siddiqui inaugurated 
the workshop as chief guest. 

Dowry scales
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microbus. Seven of the injured -- 
Sohel, 30, Saleha Akhter, 25, 
Anowara, 10, Ayesha Begum, 50, 
Salma, 25, Abul Kashem, 56, and a 
55-year-old unidentified male -- 
were sent to the DMCH in critical 
condition while the rest were 
admitted to a local health complex.

Traffic movement on the 
D h a k a - C h i t t a g o n g  H i g h w a y  
remained suspended for about one 
and a half hours following the 
accident.

The bus driver fled the spot. 
Police seized the bus and the badly 
damaged microbus. A case was 
filed with Sonargaon thana.

Our correspondent from Feni 
reports: Two minor girls were killed 
and a young girl was injured when a 
truck ran them over at Fazilpur on 
the Dhaka-Chittagong highway, 
about 15 km from Feni town at 
around 9:30am yesterday, police 
said.

The victims Asma, 10, daughter 
of Mortuza, died on the spot, while 
Zaheda, 9, daughter of Bachchu, 
died on way to hospital. The 
injured, Tahmina, 16, was admit-
ted to Feni Sadar Hospital.

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f r o m  
Magura adds: Two people were 
killed in a road accident on the 
Magura-Faridpur Highway near 
the Rural Electrification Board 
office, about one km off Magura 
town, at around 2:00pm yesterday.

Police and witnesses said the 
victims Srish Kumar Malo, 32, son 
of Dasarath, and Asim, 18, son of 
Ranjit Kumar of village Sultanpur 
in Rajbari Sadar upazila, were 
coming from Satkhira in a fish-
laden pickup when their vehicle 
collided head on with a truck. Both 
men were killed on the spot.

Police seized the pickup while 
the truck driver fled the scene.

Our staff correspondent from 
Sylhet adds: Six people including a 

ward commissioner and a police 
constable were killed and 22 others 
injured in a fatal road accident at 
Bahadurpur on Sylhet-Sunamganj 
road at 7:30pm Saturday.

The deceased were identified as 
Ward Commissioner of Derai 
Pourasava Narayan Banik Naru, 30, 
police constable of Derai thana 
Joynal Abedin, 45, Jitendra Dey, 32, 
Abul Hossain, 35, and Abdul 
Hamid, 70, of Sunamganj Sadar 
u p a z i l a ,  a n d  t e m p o  d r i v e r  
Nazimuddin, 35.

Witnesses said the accident 
occurred when a Sunamganj-
bound minibus collided head on 
with a 'Leguna' tempo. One was 
killed on the spot while five others 
died at or on way to hospital.

The injured were admitted to 
Sylhet MAG Osmani Medical 
College Hospital and Sylhet Sadar 
Hospital. They are Rubel, 40, 
Indon, 25, Prodip, 23, Juned, 40, 
Khokon, 30, Jalal, 35, Abdus 
Shahid, 50, Azizur Rahman, 30, 
J a m s h e d ,  3 5 ,  A y e s h a ,  3 5 ,  
Harisuddin, 35, Joynal Abedin, 35, 
Kutubuddin, 35, Tahir Mia, 25, 
Abul Hossain, 17, Monfor Ali, 40, 
Mosharraf, 25, Jasimuddin, 15, 
Jalaluddin, 40, Junab Ali, 35, 
Banesa Begum, 35, and Monsur, 
30.

Police seized the minibus and 
the tempo. A case was filed.

In another accident on Sylhet-
Tamabil road, a tempo driver Abul 
Khair Jewel, 25, died on the spot 
when his vehicle overturned at 
Haripur Saturday night.

O u r  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f r o m  
Satkhira reports: A man was killed 
Saturday at Nakra in Kalaroa 
upazila on the Satkhira-Jessore 
road when he was run over by a 
truck while crossing the road, 
police said.

The victim is Mehedi Hasan, 27, 
of Baganchhara village in Sharsha 
upazila of Jessore district.

Road accident

Sonadia forest
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identify and measure the areas 
within the land where shrimp 
cultivation and clearing of the 
natural mangrove forest have been 
taking place. 

In the petition, BELA stated that 
the mangrove forest of Sonadia 
Island has special ecological signif-
icance. It plays a crucial role in 
protecting and preserving the char 
land of Sonadia Island from ero-
sion and saving the people living 
nearby who are inundated and 
swept by the tidal surge during 
natural disaster. 

The High Court also ordered the 
respondents to list the persons 
who are involved in shrimp cultiva-
tion and come up with a report of 
monetary loss due to the farming 
before it within two months.

Barrister Tanjib-ul-Alam and 
Advocater M Iqbal Kabir of BELA 
moved the petition.
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Udichi function on March 6, 1999 and 
eight more were bombed to death at a 
Kadiyani Mosque in Khulna on 
October 8 in the same year. 

 Seven people were killed in near-
simultaneous bomb blast at the CPB 
rally and near the Awami League (AL) 
office on January 20, 2001. Before the 
wounds of the scars could heal, the 
Ramna Batamul bloodbath claimed 
10 innocent lives on April 14, 2001.

Then came the mindless killing of 
10 people in a Baniyachar Church 
bomb attack on June 3, 2001.  Barely 
12 days later, an explosion at the 
Awami League office in Narayanganj 
killed 22 people.

Eight people were killed in an 
attack on Bagerhat AL rally on 
September 23, 2001 and three in a 
Satkhira cinema explosion on 
September 28, 2002.

Twenty-one moviegoers were 
blown up in bomb explosions in four 
Mymensingh cinemas on December 
6, 2002.

In the most recent Bogra ammu-
nition and explosive haul, police 
seized nearly 1,00,000 bullets and 
200kg explosives. 

In addition, there were a number 
of disturbing incidents. These 
include recovery of 76kg explosives 
and bombs from Gopalganj where 
former prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina was supposed to address a 
rally and recovery of bombs from the 
Janakantha premises, a Kadiyani 
mosque in Dhaka, a mosque in 
Mirpur and from other places.

In each of these incidents, the 
then AL government blamed the 
'fundamentalist forces' that joined 
hands with the main opposition 
party, the Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) for the crimes.  

And when such incidents sur-
faced under the present govern-
ment, the government took no time 
to shift the blame onto the AL.

The opposition dismissed the 
charges in all cases and held the 
government responsible for failing to 
avert the incidents. They also 
demanded a judicial inquiry.  

Bogra munition hauls also saw 
confusing directions. On the first day 
of the cache seizure, the home minis-
ter told the Jatiya Sangsad that the AL 
was scheming to destabilise the 
government. 

The police headquarters in a 
statement echoed the home minister 
on Friday in which it named an AL 

activist for possessing the huge stash 
of bullets, but refrained from naming 
a BNP activist who also possessed the 
ammunition.  

Following the Udichi incident, 
then prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
had called upon the opposition 
saying: "Give up the politics of bomb 
explosion and come to parliament." 
In response, the BNP had demanded 
a judicial inquiry into the blast. 

Later then leader of the opposi-
tion Khaleda Zia said, "The incident 
was done by the Awami League and it 
is now framing the BNP."

Following the CPB incident, 
Khaleda held the government 
responsible for the blast and then 
home minister Mohammad Nasim 
accused the BNP and Jamaat of the 
killings.

In the wake of the Mymensingh 
cinema explosions last year, the 
government became hyperactive to 
arrest AL stalwarts and intellectuals 
within four hours. They were released 
upon the High Court intervention and 
no charges have been pressed against 
any one of them so far. 

In the Narayanganj incident that 
took place during the AL regime, cases 
were filed against a number of BNP 
activists. When the BNP took office, 
the police filed the final report saying 
the allegations against the accused 
could not be proved. But in a strange 
twist, a new case was filed accusing a 
number of AL activists.

The practice shifted the focus of 
investigators to nowhere and 
destroyed the cases one after 
another. 

Investigators believe that none of 
the incidents actually had anything 
to do with the internal politics of the 
AL and BNP. There are indications 
that some other forces succeeded to 
remain invisible because of the 
general lack of political will to 
uncover the truth, punish the real 
criminals and take effective mea-
sures to protect the nation from such 
brutal acts. 

Lost in blame game
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months.

Bangladesh shares 243km land 
border with Myanmar along the 
strategic Naaf river that divides the 
two countries near the shore of the 
Bay of Bengal.

The foreign secretary said 
Myanmar expects Bangladesh to be 
the first country to obtain member-
ship of the ARF. "We unequivocally 
support your membership in the 
ARF", the foreign secretary quoted 
the Myanmar FM as saying.

The meeting between the two 
foreign ministers made progress in 
threshing out various details for the 
construction of the Dhaka-Yangon 
road. Communications Minister 
Nazmul Huda's presence during the 
bilateral talks proves that the stalled 
Dhaka-Yangon road link issue might 
become very active in coming days. 

The issue gathered dust for a 
while as India proposed a different 
route to connect India's remote 
North-East region through the 
proposed Asian highway.

On the question of political 
instability and human rights abuses 
in Myanmar, the foreign secretary 
said, "We want no foreign interfer-
ence in Myanmar. We want stability, 
development, cooperation and wish 
Myanmar well."

Despite a spate of visits and 
counter visits between senior offi-
cials from the two governments, 
Bangladesh-Myanmar bilateral 
trade is one of the lowest in the world. 
During FY 2001- 02, Bangladesh 
imported US$ 18 million worth of 
goods from Myanmar while export to 
Myanmar fetched Dhaka only $ 2.40 
million.

Yet, this snail-paced bilateral 
trading did not diminish the strategic 
importance of  Myanmar to  
Bangladesh.  Dhaka even hastened 
to prove the magnitude of the impor-
tance it attaches to Myanmar by 
sending its senior most diplomat to 
Rangoon (now Yangon) after 
Bangladesh achieved independence 
in 1971.

Dhaka is also mindful that 
Myanmar was supportive of 
Bangladesh's liberation war and was 
one of the first countries to recognise 
Bangladesh in 1972. "Our relation-
ship is historical,' the foreign secre-
tary reiterated.

The current Bangladesh stand 
not to allow any outside power to use 
it as a launching pad to harm 
Myanmar stems from the historic 
cordiality that the two nations have 
built over decades. 

The high water mark of this rela-
tionship dates back to the 1961 
signing of a non-aggression pact 
between then Pakistan and Burma. 

A sense of complacency has also 

gripped the two peoples ever since 
they negotiated over the common 
borders in 1980. The 1980 border 
agreement supplanted the old 
agreement signed in 1966. 

Dhaka is hopeful that the final 
delineation of the maritime bound-
ary between the two nations will take 
place pursuant to the principle of 
equity as was enunciated by the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) in 
the North Sea Continental Shelf case 
(1969). 

According to the foreign secre-
tary, the Myanmar FM assured 
Dhaka that the 20,000 or so stranded 
Rohingya refugees would be repatri-
ated soon. "We're working with 
Myanmar and the UNHCR to finalise 
this issue," he confirmed. 

The repatriation will take place as 
a follow -up to the already existent 
repatriation treaty that became 
effective on August 31, 1978. 

The visit highlights the difficulties 
that the Myanmar military regime is 
facing amid diplomatic pressures 
and insinuated military threats from 
the US. The courting of Dhaka's 
friendship at this critical hour seems 
too important to Myanmar.

"Of course we want democracy in 
Myanmar", said the foreign secretary 
in response to a question. "But we 
oppose any kind of external inter-
vention in Myanmar's internal 
affairs", he emphasised.

The Myanmar FM arrived in 
Dhaka on Saturday and left yester-
day for Delhi. He is expected to curry 
the support for non-interference in 
his country's internal affairs from 
another of Myanmar's closest neigh-
bours, India.

Dhaka won't allow

Robbers loot
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ments worth about Tk 11.47 lakh, 
Tk.7.22 lakh in cash, three wrist-
watches valued Tk 8 lakh and two 
mobile sets. 

Mannan lodged a case with the 
Shyampur Police Station, but police 
could arrest no-one till last night. 

In a separate robbery, dacoits 
looted cash and gold ornaments 
said to be worth about Tk 3.84 lakh 
from a Basabo residence in daylight. 

The victims said a band of four 
barged in their second floor apart-
ment at 11:30am when a maid 
opened the gate on hearing the 
calling bell. 

The robbers whipped up fire-
arms, bound and gagged the four 
inmates and stripped the house of 
valuables including 45 tola of gold 
ornaments, Tk 6,000 in cash and two 
mobile sets.

The house owner filed a case 
with the Sabujbagh Police Station, 
but none was arrested till last night.

Teenaged girl
raped in city
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Three hoodlums confined a mother 
inside a room and raped her teen-
aged daughter at their residence at 
Kalyanpur in the city yesterday.

Monir, Mamun and Babu, three 
local youths who are known to the 
family, allegedly went to the resi-
dence at around 3:00am. When they 
were let in, the three confined the 
victim's mother to a room and 
raped the girl, police said.

They also looted cash and valu-
ables said to be worth Tk 20,000. 

The victim's father lives in Saudi 
Arabia.

The victim's mother filed a case 
with the Mirpur Police Station 
accusing the three. Police could not 
arrest any of the accused till 8:30 last 
night.
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Pointing to the ministers in charge 
of different districts, the AL chief 
said those "appointed godfathers" 
have unleashed a reign of terror.

Hasina warned the government 
of dire consequences for adopting 
what she said repressive measures 
against her party men and framing 
them in false cases.

She said ordinary citizens can-
not hope for justice from a govern-
ment that reinstated the killers of 
the father of the nation to public 
service.

The former prime minister said 
prices of essentials rose steadily 
since the four-party alliance gov-
ernment took office and the pro-
posed budget failed to give any 
guidelines to rein in the upward 
trend.

Criticising the budget, the AL 
chief said it imposed additional 
taxes of Tk 5,100 crore on the public 
but slashed the size of the Annual 
Development Programme. 

She also accused the govern-

ment of misappropriating Tk 5,000 
crore from the development bud-
get of fiscal 2002-03.

About Jamaat-e-Islami, a part-
ner in the alliance government, 
Hasina said Jamaat talks about 
Islam but keeps mum when duty 
on alcohol is reduced.

Turning on the Bogra ammuni-
tion haul, she said even a lunatic 
will not believe that a poor man 
who can hardly afford two square 
meals a day could deal in huge 
amounts of ammunition and 
explosives.

The opposition chief observed 
that the ammunition and explo-
sives could not enter the country 
w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  
patronisation.

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil, 
Mohammad Nasim and Motia 
Chowdhury also addressed the 
meeting.

Earlier, Hasina inaugurated the 
district AL office in town. She will 
address a public meeting at 
Rajshahi city today.

Hasina for movement

Man knifed
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noon and advised him not to disturb 
his sister-in-law.

Having failed to convince Beul, 
Kalam along with some other local 
youths beat him up seriously. In 
retaliation, Beul stabbed Kalam 
who died on way to the hospital.

A case was filed in this connec-
tion. 

Young addict
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tract of Tk 5,000 and he was sup-
posed to be released that very day.

"I will file a case against the 
authorities of the hospital", Babul 
said adding that he was sent there to 
be cured but he died due to the 
irresponsibility and carelessness of 
the hospital authorities. 

The victim was married and has a 
daughter, Meena, aged five years 
and a son, Raju, aged nine months.

The duty officer of Demra Police 
Station said they did not know of the 
incident as none went to the police 
station till 7:00pm yesterday.

Amendment bill
FROM PAGE 12

As the scope of the teams, each 
c o m p r i s i n g  1 2  p o l i c e m e n ,  
expanded, the government felt it 
necessary to give the specially 
trained law enforcement team an 
institutional shape, it added. 

All Rapid Action Battalions will be 
under the direct control and superin-
tendence of an officer not below the 
rank of deputy inspector general 
(DIG) of police or its equivalent in 
any disciplined force.

The amendment bill says the 
government will have the authority 
to direct the RAB to investigate any 
offence at any time.

The commanding officer of a RAB 
team can himself investigate such 
offences or direct a subordinate 
officer to investigate, the bill said, 
adding the investigation officer will 
follow the Criminal Procedure Code 
(CrPC), 1898 or any other law as 
merits the offence. 

Upon completion of investiga-
tion, the RAB investigator will file a 
report with the officer-in-charge 
(OC) of the relevant police station 
and the OC will forward the same to a 
competent court within 48 hours.  

The RAB members will be able to 
exercise the powers, functions and 
duties of a police officer under the 
CrPC, the bill said.

The victim was married and has a 
daughter, Meena, aged five years and 
a son, Raju, aged nine months.

The duty officer of Demra Police 
Station said they did not know of the 
incident as none went to the police 
station till 7:00pm yesterday.
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