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A two-day solo photo exhibition titled 'No more acid victims' by Anisur Rahman, a photojournalist of The Daily Star, 
(extreme left), began at the National Press Club yesterday. State Minister for Health Mizanur Rahman Sinha inaugu-
rated the show. On his left is Syed Fahim Munaim, managing editor of The Daily Star.   

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Speakers at a seminar yesterday 
called for enacting laws to regulate 
cable operators and private televi-
sion channels. 

There must be a control to 
ensure accountability of the cable 
operators and private TV channels 
by preserving our own culture and 
tradition, they said. 

The seminar on " Private 
Television and Cable Operators 
Regulatory and Management 
Guidelines", was organised by the 
Ministry of Information and 
N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a s s  
Communication (NIMCO). 

Information Minister Tariqul 
Islam attended the discussion as 
chief guest. 

Presided over by Nazmul Alam 
Siddiqui, information secretary, 
the seminar was moderated by Jai 
Jai Din Editor Shafiq Rehman. 

"Our aim is not to impose con-
trol over the satellite culture. 
Rather we want to ensure a favour-
able environment where private 
television and satellite channels 
can run smoothly" Tariqul Islam 
said.

He said a time-befitting law 
would be enacted for the manage-

ment of private televisions and 
cable operators keeping in view the 
expectations of the viewers and 
national interests in mind. 

"Viewers are our main concern 
and everything will be set consider-
ing their religious, moral, social 
and cultural values" the minister 
said adding "We are committed to 
respect the needs of viewers."

At the same time we shall have 
to remain alert to stop infiltration 
of alien dirty culture in the name of 
open sky culture, he added. 

Columnist Mahbub Hossain 
Khan and Barrister Abdur Razzaq 
presented two papers suggesting 
guidelines for private channels and 
cable operators. 

Journalists, media experts, 
businessmen and senior officials of 
different ministries took part in the 
discussion.

AH Mofazzal Karim said a 
national broadcasting authority is 
to be set up with full autonomy to 
help flourish our own culture.

"Our own glorious culture is at 
stake due to aggression by the 
vulgarism of  foreign culture", he 
added. 

Forhad Hossain, a representa-
t i v e  o f  N a t i o n w i d e  
Communications Limited (NCL), 

said there should not be any 
monopoly in the cable business in 
the country. 

SM Anwar Parvez, president of 
Cable Operators Association of 
Bangladesh (COAB), called for 
enactment of necessary laws to 
bring stability in the cable busi-
ness. 

Mir Hussain Akhter, president 
of Bangladesh Satellite Cable 
Network Owners Association 
(BSCNOA), suggested that there 
should be a representative board 
for the management of pay-
channel and free to air channel. 

He said the number pay-
channels should be reduced as 
these are expensive while some 
free-to-air channels should be 
censured for screening obscene 
programmes.

There are 30 pay-channels and 
100 free-to-air channels operating 
in the country, he added. 

Saiful Bari, chief advisor of ATN 
Bangla, Faridur Reza Sagor, man-
aging director of Channel-I, 
Amanullah Kabir, managing direc-
tor  of  Bangladesh Sangbad 
Sangstha, Mustafizur Rahman, 
director general of  Bangladesh 
Television and AHM Shamsul 
I s l a m ,  d i r e c t o r  g e n e r a l  o f   
Bangladesh Betar also spoke.

Call to enact law for cable 
operators, pvt TV channels
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UNB, Dhaka

Parents of Sabequnnahar Sony, 
who was killed in a shootout on the 
BUET campus last year, thanked 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia for 
introducing speedy trial courts for 
disposal of sensational cases.

They also appreciated the gov-
ernment's declaration that nobody 
would be spared for criminal 
offences and rule of law would be 
established.

They expressed their views when 
they called on the prime minister at 
her office yesterday afternoon.

No-1 Speedy Trial Court in the 
city on Sunday condemned three 
people to death and sentenced five 
others to life imprisonment in the 
Sony murder case.

Sony's father Habibur Rahman 
Bhuiyan and mother Dilara Begum 

said the government's moves 
reflected its commitment to estab-
lishing rule of law and earned confi-
dence of the people.

They hoped that these trials 
would have deterrent impact on the 
criminals and would reduce crime.

Mentioning her firm commit-
ment to establishing rule of law and 
ensuring trial of the criminals, the 
prime minister said that various 
steps had been taken in this regard.

She regretted that the nation had 
lost a talented student and the death 
of Sony was an irreparable loss not 
only to the family but also to the 
country.

Khaleda hoped that crimes would 

reduce if exemplary punishment 

were given. She sought coopera-

tion from all quarters including the 

guardians in this regard.

Six DU JCD 
activists 
expelled 
DU CORRESPONDENT 

Six activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal (JCD), Ziaur Rahman Hall unit 
of Dhaka University, were expelled 
from the organisation for their 
anti-organisational activities. 

They are Habibur Rahman 
Bachchu and Towhidul Islam of 
sociology department, Mostafizur 
Rahman Moshtak of linguistic 
department, Mahbub Sohel Bappi of 
finance and banking department, 
Mokhter Hossain of Islamic studies 
department and Shahabuddin of 
Islamic history department. They all 
are third year students.

Two more JCD workers  Rashed of 
Islamic studies department and 
Rajib Ahmed of geography and 
environment department  were 
served showcause notice in this 
connection.

Sources said they were expelled 
for their involvement in factional 
infighting.

'Speedy trial courts 
to help curb crimes' 
Sony's parents call on Khaleda
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