DHAKA WEDNESDAY JULY 2, 2003

Theatre

July-02

Desh Natok is  bringing yet
another marvelous performance
Dorponey Shorotshoshi on July
2. The play will be staged at the
Mohila Samiti . Written by Manoj
Mitra, the play is directed by the
eminentactorAly Zaker.

July-02

Centre for Asian Theatre in
cooperation with the German
Cultural Centre presents Heiner
Muller's 'The Mission'. The play is
translated by Saidus Saklaen
and directed by Kamaluddin Nilu.
The press show is being held on
2nd July at 7.30pm at the Goethe
Institut. Venue; Goethe Institut
Dhaka auditorium, House# 10,
Road#9, Dhanmondi R/A.

Exhibition

July 03-04

Anisur Rahman, photojournalist
of The Daily Star, holds his first
solo photo exhibition on acid-
victims at the National Press
Club. Titled No More Acid Victims
and sponsored by City Group, the
exhibit contains 52 photographs.
The proceedings from the exhibi-
tion will be handed to the Burn
Unit of DMCH for the welfare of
the acid-victims. The inaugura-
tion of the exhibition will take
placeat10am.

June 29-July 12

Shilpangan has arranged a
water-colour exhibition of the
reputed sculptor and painter
Hamiduzzaman Khan that
started on June 29. Over 100
paintings are included in the
show. The exhibition is open to
visitors everyday from 10am to
9pmtill July 12.

July 01-03

5th solo exhibition of artist Abhijit
Choudhury is being held at
Shahid Soleman Hall, Dargah
Gate, Sylhet. Having started on
July 01, the three-day long
exhibition is open for all till July

CULTURE

An actor apart

Hisisaname known to whoever has been a moderately regular viewer of TV dramas during the last two and half decades. Especially in the plays written by Humayun
Ahmed, he has been a must-appearance. His acting has such warmth and involvement about it that his portraying of a character once literally prompted mass-
upsurge over the country--certainly a unique incident in the whole history of TV-drama in Bangladesh, ifnot in the whole world.

Heis Asaduzzaman Noor, the very portrayer of the character named Baker Bhai in Humayun Ahmed's drama serial Kothao Keu Nei. Trademarked by that bearded
face, Noor has played diverse characters ranging from a vagabond brother-in-law to a young father of two motherless uncontrollably naughty children, from a
romantic lover to an imposing grave Zamindar, from a cruel professional murderer to a benevolent young mastaan of the neighborhood.

Both on TV and stage, Noor has accomplished audience's praise. Recently, however, he has entered the country's political arena. And as if success was inevitable
there too, he became an MP on getting party-nomination for the first time. Although political life now consumes most of his time, Noor's cultural persona is still quite
inaction. In an interview with Harun urftaghid Sfar

The Daily Star: How are you? How
islife?

Asaduzzaman Noor: With
acting, business and politics, life
has become tremendously busy. I
come to office [of Asiatic] around 9
in the morning and have to attend
to visitors until around 12. A lot of
people come from my constitu-
ency, from other places too. Often
there are also party-events that I
need to participate in.

TDS: Is there any possibility that
your involvement in politics might
lead you to stop acting?

AN: Certainly not! I haven't yet
thought of that. I'm still continuing
as much acting as my busy sched-
ule allows me. It's been only a few
days, in fact, that I finished shoot-

by me automatically. During one
such rehearsal, Abul Hayat got
badly wounded in a sequence that
involved some violence. The show
was only two days ahead. Now,
who would replace Hayat? Director
Aly Zaker took the risk of sending
me on stage to do thatrole.

TDS: What was the drama
about?

AN: It was about a crisis of that
time created artificially by some
dishonest dealers who illegally
hoarded kerosene. The drama was
written by Rashid Haider.

TDS: What was Abul Hayat's
role--thatis, yourrole?

AN: My role was that of an
ordinary person beside whose
house one such hoarding is

ingafilm. o discovered. People chase the black
TDS: Which film? marketeers, they getinto the house
AN: Its name is Chandrakotha,a  of that man, and during this chaos
film by Humayun Ahmed. one container of kerosene is found

TDS: What role are you playing
init?

AN: Mine is a character of a
Zamindar. There are a few touches
of the Mirza of Ayomoy in this role.
Butyetit's adifferent character.

TDS: Of all your identities,
people chiefly remember and love
you as an actor. How did you come
into acting?

AN: In school and college life, I
acted in several plays on many
occasions--justas many people do.
My father had interest in cultural
activities. While in high school, one
of my teachers named Sunil Ratan
Banerjee inspired me much. In
college too I was involved in
cultural activities--in fact, I was
elected the Cultural Secretary of
the East Pakistan Students' Union.
In '73, I was in Dhaka and joined
the theatre group Padatik. But
there 1 actually worked off the
stage.

TDS: When did you start acting
then?

AN: This was an interesting
incident. I often did the prompting

in the house which the man
collected for his household use.
People take him as one of the
criminals, so theybeathim.

TDS: Which character that
you've played so far in TV dramas
doyoulike most?

AN: That of Mirza in Ayomoy.
There is also that of Younus, a
professional murderer, in
Humayun Ahmed's play Pinjirar
Moddhey Bondi Hoyarey.

TDS: But it was surely Baker
Bhai that moved the audience
most. Why do you think the
character created such impact?

AN: Well, it was a time when the
whole country was fettered by the
dictatorship of military regime.
Especially the youth suffered the
most. I think the character of
Baker, a kind-hearted gunda with
immense love for a girl, gave
people astimulation ofliberty from
that confinement. The character
worked as a vent for the ordinary
people's anguish. Moreover,
Baker's Robin Hood image made
himaherointheaudience's eyes.

-

,Asaduzzaman Noor talks of various aspects of his life.

AN: Yes, I remembered one
Yousuf gundawho I had seen when
I was studying at Carmichael
College in Rangpur. Yousuf used to
sit in front of the Oriental cinema. I
heard numerous stories about him.

TDS: Atpresent there arefewsuch
characters like Mirza and Baker Bhai
that win the audience's love and
praise. Why do you think is the
situation so? Has the quality deterio-
rated?

AN:I think so. Many argue though
thatin the past there was only one TV
channel, so it got all quality pieces.

think the degradation has spread
into every aspect of TV drama--
script, direction and acting. We had a
warm association between the
actors, directors, producers and
everyone in the team. That is what
the present productionslackin.
TDS: How do you take people's
reaction toyour political identity?
AN: When it comes to political
ideology, those who are opposed to
my political party will surely stand
against the 'political Noor'. Butin my
area I always try to work with people
from all political parties. And they

block.

TDS: What changes do you wish
should occur in the politics in
Bangladesh?

AN: I believe, the political parties
should practise more tolerance than
at present. The professional groups
should be united on issues related to
their profession. Doctors, for
example, should not be politically
divided when they need to protect
and promote the interest of doctors
as a whole. Likewise teachers,
journalists, engineers, actors--all
should have their own platforms
where there will be no compromise
with the political interest.

TDS: How do you think could it
happen?

AN: Of course, the political
parties should take the initial steps.
But the ordinary people will also
have to consider one thing. At
different times the political envi-
ronment has become polluted in
our country. Political party like
Awami League has had to compro-
mise with many unwanted things in
order to overcome the obstacles
imposed on it. And to 'clean up' the
mess is notavery easy task--it needs
sometime.

TDS: What are you planning for
future--will you continue politics?

AN: I will perhaps continue
politics for one more term. After that
I wish to do some writing--plays,
memoirs etc. Next month I'm
starting to work for Roktokarobi for
the stage. I'm doing the King's
character.

TDS: Do you wish to come into
direction?

AN:No,Idon'tthinkIdo.

TDS: Anything to say for the
readers of the Daily Star and for the
countrymen?

AN: Only this much I wish to tell
that we had started a procession in
1962. We have carried it on through
'69, '71, and the '90s. The proces-
sion is still alive. Let us all work
together so that we may bring an

The Baily Star

Luxuriant imagination

OLPHIN, house, fish,
birds, frogs, mushroom,
patterns, cards, flowers,
creepers, mountains,

rivers etc. made of paper with differ-

ated much enthusiasm among the
adult visitors in whose mind the
memory of Hasem Khan's numerous
illustrations in children's books was
stillgreen.

ent textures and colours, plasticine
and foam board were on display at
the Art and Craft Exhibition held
recently at the ERA International
school. Of 147 works, 36 were paint-
ing, 85 paperwork, 4 modeling and 39
plasticinework.

Famed artist Hasem Khan was

really fascinated with the work of the
kids. The artist's presence also gener-

Qazi Abdur Rahman, the Principal
of the school said, "Expansion of
imaginationisavitaland pﬁmarystsﬂ
towards thought. To be able to thi
great is not possible with limited
imagination. To try to impart formal
education without nourishing imagi-
nation is not only boring but also
damaging. Weaim at expanding the
boundaries of imagination of a
child atan early stage."

"‘Chokher Bali' awaiting release

Ghosh's 'Chokher Bali', starring Aishwarya Rai, is slated to hit the

P ROBABLY one of the most awaited films of the year, Rituparno

theatres in October. Those who have seen the rushes of the film,
swear by the performance of Ash.

Add to that the superb story and the well-known director making it an
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