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Another stunning ammo haul in Bogra, Tv
‘with arms and
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this time from BNP workers' houses

Polite and BDR personnel recovered 26,500 bullets and 48kg

believedto be aden of smugglers.

26,500 bullets, 48kg explosives re

US has no plan for military

- base in Bangladesh
Ambassador Mary Ann Peters talks of Washington's
comimitment to sign repatriation treaty with Dhaka

PIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

USAmbassador o Bangladesh Mury
Ann Peters yesterday. categorically
sald her country "has no plan or
desire (o estublish a military basein
Bangladesh”,

Shie also swd her governmient is
commitied 1o moving progressively
towand signing a repatriation treaty
with Banpladeshinnear future,

The US-Bangladesh repatriation
issue was shelved [ollowing the
change of political regime in Dhaka

I 2001, i

Sho wats speakifig us themain
speiker of a talk titled 'Sequrity of
Sauth Asia: A US Perspective' at the
Bangladesh [Instirute of
international and Strategic Studies
(BIISS).

The BIISS tilk came on the heel
of wild speculations that
Washingtonwas desperate toleasea
military base from Dhaka t¢/station
its foreey somewhere between the
Farand Middle East(s).

Delving into a wide range of

issues, the ambassador said, Sauth

Astahis become a major focal point

of the LS {oreln policy.
Thespeechreliedied alls perspec-
tive that guintessentially stems from
LIS concem over temrorism, Weapons
proliferation and the near stagnation
inthe region's socio-economic devel -
apments. The ambassador cridcized
the poor level ofintr-reglonal trade in
South Asia comparet with the NATFTA
and thieELT.
Finpointing the issue of terior
SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

Politics took
backseat as

Kibria visits
ailing Saifur

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awarni League Presidium Member
SAMS Kibria Monday yisited
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman
an the Combined Military Hospital
(M) and wished his early tecoy-
ery.

The former finance minister:

reavhed the CMH at 7@30pm: and
inguired abour Saifur'shealth,

The two fierce rivals on the ¢co-

nomie frorl lalkedd0 minwtes away
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Hit-and-run driver
drags doctor

to death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A car yesterday knocked down a
motoreycle-riding doctor and
dragged him for over a klometre

along the Mirpur Road to

Panthapathtill he digd.

Hit by the car (Dhaka Metro: Ka=
(2-0626) in front of 1he Sobhanbag
mosque al 1l:00am, Dr.
Mohammad Shajahan Ali, 40, medi-

dragged on 4s his leg gol tangled
with the car'shumper.

Witnesses said instead of stop-
ping the car and saving the doclor
who was still alive, the unidentified
driver sped awuay, Witnesses.claimed
that police ar Russell Square did not

fintercepl the car dragging the body

ofthe doctor,
Leaving a trail of blood-all along
Panthapath, the car stopped ahead

cal officer of Pangu Hospital, was SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

covered

ia says aleda

PHOTO! STAR
explosives, _leﬂ.f in raids in Kahalu upazila in Bogra yesterday; and ajoint drive by police and BDR men, right, Is going on in an area,

out to establish
Taliban-style govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Oppesifion: Shieikh
" Hasitd yesterday. (60K 4 swipe al

PHime Minister Khialeda Zia and said
she harbours criminals,
"The prime minister is wrying (o

shift the blame for her misdeeds

onlo us (the opposition lawinakers)
and 1o misguide the nation,”
Itasina, also the Awami League
president, said in rebuttal 1o
Khaleda's accusations against the
opposition,

The prime minister 4t Monday's
hudget discussion in parliament

Top men of two
TV channels
quizzed over
Bogra reporting

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Top polige ‘officials have interro-
gated some execulives ol private
satellite ehannels: Channel-l and
ATN Bangla in connection with the
airing: of news on the sensational
ammunition and explosives haulin
Bogra.

Police officials went (o the ATN
Bangla office al around 745 pm
yesterday and Interrogated some
executives of the TV channel.

OnManday, thregpalice officials
led by deputy commissioner (Sotith)
went to the Channel-i office al

SEE PAGE 11 COL1

mounted ascathingattack onthe AL
andlabelled it as 'al-Qaeda, Taliban,
lerroristangkiller’.

"People know bettgr. who dre

Taliban," Hasina said at a meeting
with ‘@' delegation of Banpladesh
Teachers! Association at the party's
Phanmondieffice.

"The prime minister lormed the
gaverninent with the Tundamental-
ists who took to the street and
shouted slogans in favour of the
Taliban regime in Alfghanistan, " she
said. Hasina accused Khaleda of
trying to establish a Taliban styled
rulein Bangladesh.

She alse levelled allegations
against Khaleda of sheltering crimi-
nalsandlinked her to bombrblastsin
Narayanganj and at the Ramna
Batamul, _

Hasina said a charge-sheeted
criminal in the Udichi bomb blast
case is now serving the povernment
a4 a cabinet minister,

"Anotlier cabinet ministersaidin
the past that they distributed arms

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6
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Two Indians held

‘wireless set at
Satchhari forest

Police and BDR men seized 26,500 :
bullets and 48kg explosives in joint
raids on four BNP workers' houses &

day,

Awami League (AL) leader'shouse.

The places c)lf.lh_e latest recovery Satehhan forekband lald-the uncle
n¢ close to d brick-kiln of one Ya_sin * and cousin of Ashish Dev Barman,
Ali where the truck was Inemg % Ihl.-‘ Hb.‘iﬂ'l:?l}dil_'lg {JWTTIEI' of IIIIE_I:J'U['.R
+ selzedin Bogra.

With yesterday's raids, 88,600 il

unloaded Friday night.

bidlets and 168kg explosives have so
farbeen recoveredin Bogrd,
Yesterday morning, Dupchachia

police and the BDR jointlylaunched @

STAFF CORRESPON DENT, Sylhet

In connection with the Bogra

in Kahalu upazila in Bogra yester-  Ammiunition haul, the BDR yester-

. dayarrested twio Indjans and recov-
[aw enforcers said the'seizurein & ered two firearms and a wireless set
Jogarpara and Sardarpara areas of : from them 311 the Satchhari Forest
the upazila islinked to Friday night's i RAuES in Chtnarughat upazila,
recovery of bullets and explosives :

from an abandoned truck and an :

Habiganj.
The commanding officer of the
BDR battalion at Srimangal, Lt. Col.

! Enmamul Huda led the raid at

A modern Chinese rifle, a gun
and a compass were recovered from

: the arrestees - Chittaranjan Dev

1 Barman and his lather Jogesh Dev

the search in and around the brick-
kiln and recovered 2,500 bullets :

fram a ditch in front of the house of

Barman, said the BUR.
They claimed that the BDR
arrested them when they came aver

¢ 4t the Satchhari camp after being
Jatlyatabadi Chhatra Dal activist -
Ratan at Sardarpara. Seven thou- ;

SEE PAGE 11 COL A -

calledin.
The two were produced before a
Habiganj caurt and were placed on a

five-day remand.

Jogesh and Chittaranjan were
then sent to the capital where they
ara heing interrogated by the Task
Foree Intelligence (TF1), a coalition of
differentagencies.

Two separate cases under the
Arms Act and the Special Powers Act
were filed with the Chunarughat
PoliceStation.

The BOR raided. in vain severdl
places for Asish. Except for Asish's
sister Shucharita Dev Barman, no
one was found at hisSarchhari Forest
house. :

"Police and others are coming (o
ourhouse againand again. We donot
know whether my brother was
invalved in anything wrong,”
Shucharitasaid 1o journalists,

Earlier on Sunday. the
Chunarughat and Madhabpur police
arrested Altu Miah, 22, driver of the
truck, and helpers -- Swapan Kurnar
Dev Barman and Kishore Bacman.
They were also sent o Dhaka for
interrogation, sources said.
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Notice

The Jung 21 article under the
heading ‘Pharmateutcdl cos-
doctor nexus-1' was wiitten by
this newspaper' s -Stafl
Correspondent Pinaki Roy, notby
Dr Pinaki Bhaitacharya. [r,
Pinaki, who heads a multing-
<tignal pharmaceutical company
in Bangladesh, has gotnothingto
dowith ourreport nrwhatsoever,

P

-Your everyday drink with.....R.ed Red LOVB, Red Red Ln‘e




